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THE DAIMLER COMPANY LIMITED

‘NAVAL ENGAGEMENT’

‘Congratulations. Brilliant naval action. Splice the

main brace.’ Such was the message flashed by Divi-

sional Headquarters to a squadron of the Brigade

of Guards after an armoured car patrol of the House-

hold Cavalry had sunk at Nijmegen Bridge three of a

string of four enemy barges. (vide The Times,

October 9th, 1944.)

It has been confirmed that the armoured cars were

DAIMLER.
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On the 20th Sep tember 1944 a  troop  of a rmoured c a rs 

c ommanded  by Capt Ab le Smith of the 2nd  Household  

Cava lry approac hed  the River west of Nijmegan. 

The look out c a r was surprised  too see a  tug boa t 

towing three la rge barges approac hing a t a  steady 

four knots. The tug was flaunting  a  Nazi Swastika  Flag a t 

the masthead  and  sa iling  upstream towards Nijmegan 

– p resumab ly out of touc h with the la test situa tion. 

Rap id  messages passed  over the wireless. 

Dutc h or German it must not be a llowed  to p rogress 

further and  endanger the vita l b ridge. 

The northern bank was still entirely in enemy hands and  

apart from the reg iments a rmoured  c a rs pa trols, there 

were yet no British troops west of Nijmegan on the south 

bank. 

 

In view of the importanc e of the c onvoy Lieutenant 

pa lmer dec ide to persuade the Nazi tug  master to 

heave to and  c ome quietly assure. Moreover it was felt 

thet the ba rges might be usefully employed  la tter on by 

forming part of a  ferry servic e than they would  a t the 

bottom of the Waa l River. 

 

Corpora l of Horse Kendric k p lac ed  himself with two 

a rmoured  c a rs looking over as muc h of the river as 

possib le. If the enemy refused  to stop , then the ba rges 

were to be sunk. 

 

Peremptorily the man a t the wheel was ha iled  but 

either d id  not hear or was forc ed  a t p istol point to 

ignore a ll orders to ha lt, and  so both the two pounder 

guns opened  fire a iming a t the waterline. While the 

BESAs sprayed  the dec ks.  

 

It was a  one sided  and  unorthodox a ffa ir from the sta rt. 

The a rmour p ierc ing  shots tore through the sides of the 

tug and  fearful c lanking noises c ame from within. 

Steam began to hiss from the dec k and  with a  

despa iring  wa il on its siren the wretc hed  vessel 

a ttempted  to turn its sc rew thrashing wild ly. 

The barges with full way on were unab le to c onform 

and  soon bec ame entang led  with there hawsers. In 

short time to a  c horus of c heers from the Dutc h 

aud ienc e the tug  sank, while the barges ridd led  with 

holes settled  into the mud  

 

Over the wireless the troops Capta in AJR Collins 

reported  ‘am engag ing ’  fo llowed  by an equa lly terse 

report of the termina tion of the engagement and  had  

a ll the trad itiona l b revity of a  the Navy.  

Ma jor FFG Hennessy, headquarters Guards Armoured  

Division entered  into the sp irit of the oc c asion rep lying 

‘ c ongra tula tions on a  b rilliant nava l engagement – 

sp lic e the ma in b rac e’ . 

This signa l ga ined  a  c erta in amount of notoriety a t the 

time. 

 

 
 

Deta ils ob ta ined  from The book  Household  c ava lry 

a t War by ORDE 

 



IN THE FIRST DUTCH VILLAGE!
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British official photograph

Daimler Armoured Cars of the British Second

Army enter Valkenswaard, the first Dutch

village to be liberated.
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Borlin_or Prtain

lk the culminating triumph of

two European wars, as British

ae tanks roll through the Branden-

burg Gate in battered Berlin, or

in the thronging traffic of Picca-

dilly Circus, the hub of the Empire

... wherever engine performance

really counts there’s always

Champion Dependability.

CHAMPION SPARKING PLUG COMPANY LTD.,

FELTHAM, MIDDLESEX

|AMPION
PLUGS

- PRODUCTION FOR VICTORY -
EE

»

Daimler Armoured Cars with their famous Fluid

Flywheel Transmission served in North Africa,

Sicily and Italy with distinction. Such is the

testing of the peace-time Daimler to come.
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