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On the 20th September 1944 a troop of armoured cars
commanded by Capt Able Smith of the 2nd Household
Cavalry approached the Rverwest of Nijmegan.
The look out carwassurprised too see a tug boat
towing three large bargesapproaching at a steady
four knots. The tug wasflaunting a Nazi Svastika Hag at
the masthead and sailing upstream towardsNijmegan
—presumably out of touch with the latest situation.
Rapid messagespassed overthe wireless.

Dutch orGerman it must not be allowed to progress
furtherand endanger the vital bridge.

The northern bank was still entirely in enemy handsand
apart from the regimentsarmoured carspatrols, there
were yet no British troopswest of Nijmegan on the south
bank.

In view of the importance of the convoy Lieutenant
palmerdecide to persuade the Nazitug masterto
heave to and come quietly assure. Moreoverit wasfelt
thet the bargesmight be usefully employed latteron by
forming part of a ferry service than they would at the
bottom of the Waal River.

Corporal of Horse Kendrick placed himself with two
armoured carslooking overasmuch of the riveras
possble. If the enemy refused to stop, then the barges
were to be sunk.

Peremptorily the man at the wheelwashailed but
eitherdid not hearorwasforced at pistol point to
ignore allordersto halt, and so both the two pounder
gunsopened fire aiming at the waterline. While the
BESAs sprayed the decks.

It wasa one sided and unorthodox affair from the start.
The armour piercing shotstore through the sidesof the
tug and fearful clanking noisescame from within.
Seam began to hissfrom the deck and with a
despairing wailon itssiren the wretched vessel
attempted to turn itsscrew thrashing wildly.

The bargeswith fullway on were unable to conform
and soon became entangled with there hawsers. In
short time to a chorusof cheersfrom the Dutch
audience the tug sank, while the bargesriddled with
holes settled into the mud

Overthe wirelessthe troopsCaptain AJRCollins
reported ‘am engaging’ followed by an equally terse
report of the termination of the engagement and had

allthe traditional brevity of a the Navy.

Major FFG Hennessy, headquarters Guards Armoured
Division entered into the spirit of the occasion replying
‘congratulationson a briliant navalengagement -
splice the main brace’.

Thissignal gained a certain amount of notoriety at the
time.
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‘NAVAL ENGAGEMENT®

¢Congratulations. Brilliant naval action. Splice the
main brace.” Such was the message flashed by Divi-
sional Headquarters to a squadron of the Brigade
of Guards after an armoured car patrol of the House-
hold Cavalry had sunk at Nijmegen Bridge three of a
string of four enemy barges. (zide The Times,

October 9th, 1944.)
It has been confirmed that the armoured cars were
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Detailsobtained from The book Household cavalry
at Warby ORDE
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IN THE FIRST DUTCH VILLAGE!

Contributions...

e ——— ey e e e g PR TN

T —

Daimler Armoured Cars of the British Second
Army enter Valkenswaard, the first Dutch
village to be liberated.
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In the culminating triumph of
two European wars, as British

tanks roll through the Branden-

burg Gate in battercd‘Berlin, or
‘ in the thronging traffic of Picca-
: dilty Circus, the hub of the Empire

‘ ...wherever engine performance

really counts there’s always

Champion Dependability.

CHAMPION SPARKING PLUG COMPANY LTD.,
FELTHAM, MIDDLESEX
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- PRODUCTION FOR VICTORY -

-

Daimler Armoured Cars with their famous Fluid
Flywheel Transmission served in North Africa,
Sicily and Italy with distinction. Such is the

testing of the peace-time Daimler to come.
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