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Egypt and the Suez Crisis
ADD DETAILSASTHEY CAN BE FOUND

The post warstrain on Anglo-Egyptian relationscame to a head on 26th July 1956 when
Presdent Nassar announced the nationalization of the Anglo-French SuezCanal Co. The last
British troopshad left the area earlierthat month because the Egyptianshad made it
impossible forthe base to function effectively, which caused the British government to withhold
new aircraft and equipment forthe Egyptian forces. The Egyptiansconsequently went to the
Eastern bloc fortheirneedswhich caused the Western powersto withdraw theirsupport from
Bgypt'sAswan high dam project. Thisresulted in Egypt taking overthe Canal.

Britain and France reacted to thisthreat, which could cut off theirremaining Far East colonies,
strongly despite USopposition to an invasion. British civiianswere evacuated from Egypt and
the reservistswere called up. The newly formed Israel joined the Anglo-French alliance. On 31st
October, HM.S Eagle, Albion and Bulwark left Malta with the Helicopter CarriersH.M.S Ocean
and Theseus.

At 4.44am Transport command dropped six hundred men of 3 Para on Gamil airfield in Egypt.
British troopshad been committed to the Suez Crisis.

(Image courtesy of the Michael McNiel)

Photographer Mac McNeil, 2"d Household Cavalry regiment early 1950’s
A driver of thisDingo F340802 enjoysa moment of relaxation on a patrolin the area of the Pyramids
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Trouble in Ismialia

Sory courtesy of www.britainssmallwars.com

An Armoured CarCommanders Experience, By Cpl. JamesCollender Royal Dragoons

Cpl. JamesCollenderwasa Cpl. in the Royaldragoons, and wasstationed in the SuezCanal
Zone from 1950 -to 1953, he, hisArmoured car,the men he commanded from hisunit in the
Royal Dragoons, were amongst the first on the scene when the police headquartersin Ismailia,
wastaken overby armed Police Irregulars, sent in from Cairo, and hell-bent in causing trouble
in the city of Ismialia. Thisisthe story of Cpl. Collander, and those underhiscommand.

Irememberit wasthe night before the attack on the Police Sation Iwason Patrol by the Great
Bitter Lake. lwasin charge of a Daimler Armoured Car, and a Daimler Scout Car, when I got a
Callin the 19 Set to head forthe Police Sation in Ish and that a couple of Land Roversbeing
driven by Military Police had been attacked , and the vehiclesand men had been taken into
the Police Compound.

We arrived at the police Sation and lwent and saw the Land Roversand MPbodiesin them
behind locked gates. Icalled backto my Regimental Headquartersand explained the
situation and wasasked if Icould get to the vehiclesand pullthem out. Itold them that | could
not so wastold to station ourvehiclesacrossfrom the gateswith ourgunstrained on the Police
Sation.

Within about 10 minutesa car with some very senior officersarrived and called forthe senior
Police Officerthrough a Loud Hailer, and the Police basically told them to Sod off!

Iwastold to stay parked opposite the Police Sation with allweaponstrained on them and
await instructions. Within a very short time Tanksfrom the 4t Royal Tank Regiment arrived, with
vehiclesloaded with Infantry.

More Armoured carsarrived to give support, asthe senior officerstried to talk to the Police who
were firmly barricaded in the Police Sation, into releasing the Land Rovers, and the bodiesof
the Military Policemen, but failed.

We were then told that if we got nowhere there would be an attack on the Police station at 7
am in the moming, thiswasput off until 10am. During the attack shellswere fired at the Police
building and aftera while the Infantry went in to secure the building.

Isaw an officer shot when he tried to hook up a Land roverin orderto tow it out and saw some
of the Infantry get shot and Ido not know if they were killed orwounded at the scene Iwastold
that 39 police bodieswere recovered from that particular building, including one police
woman, laterheard it was 169, but | have alwayswondered because right next to the police
station wasa prison, and that had been hit.

Asfaraspatrolsare concerned we did them night and day and ourvehicleswere shot at
quite a few times, and we managed to capture a few terrorists, and killed some more. We had
a hull-down position on the treaty Road to try and stop the Oil Tankersrunning gunsto the
terrorists. But we only allowed to put empty barrelsacrossthe road, and they used to smash
these like toysand we were not allowed to fire shellsat them. so it wasa complete bloody
waste of time.

Cpl. JamesCollender
Royal Dragoons
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Imagescourtesy of the British Pathe
Photographer, Not Known
Description Scout carsat the Ismialia incident
1953
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Image courtesy of the Time Life
Photographer Carl Mydans, Life Magazine
Description Daimler armoured carsand scout cars F47818/00Z514 on patrol, Suez, Egypt
September 1953
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Imagescourtesy of the British pathe
Photographer, Not Known
Description Scout carsand armoured cars372U55 on inspection priorto deployment to Egypt
Circa 1950’s
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Imagescourtesy of Bovington Tank Museum 6026-C2
Egyptrailcars
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Imagescourtesy of M Van Alderton
Description: Specially converted dingo’s, used for patrolling rail inesto check forbombsbefore the
operation of trains. Here Can be seen car F340902.
Date: Circa 1950’s
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Imagescourtesy of Smon Hamon

Description: Unidentified DAC.
Date: Circa 1950’'s



