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Egypt and the Suez Crisis 

 

ADD DETAILS AS THEY CAN BE FOUND 

 

The post war stra in on Ang lo-Egyp tian rela tions c ame to a  head  on 26th July 1956 when 

President Nassar announc ed  the na tiona liza tion of the Ang lo-Frenc h Suez Cana l Co. The last 

British troops had  left the a rea  ea rlier tha t month bec ause the Egyp tians had  made it 

impossib le for the base to func tion effec tively, whic h c aused  the British government to withhold  

new a irc ra ft and  equipment for the Egyp tian forc es. The Egyp tians c onsequently went to the 

Eastern b loc  for their needs whic h c aused  the Western powers to withd raw their support from 

Egyp t's Aswan high dam p rojec t. This resulted  in Egyp t taking over the Cana l.  

 

Brita in and  Franc e reac ted  to this threa t, whic h c ould  c ut off their rema ining Far East c olonies, 

strong ly desp ite US opposition to an invasion. British c ivilians were evac ua ted  from Egyp t and  

the reservists were c a lled  up . The newly formed  Israel jo ined  the Ang lo-Frenc h a llianc e. On 31st 

Oc tober, H.M.S. Eag le, Alb ion and  Bulwark left Ma lta  with the Helic op ter Carriers H.M.S. Oc ean 

and  Theseus. 

 

At 4.44am Transport c ommand  d ropped  six hundred  men of 3 Para  on Gamil a irfield  in Egyp t. 

British troops had  been c ommitted  to the Suez Crisis.  
 

 
(Image c ourtesy of the Mic hael Mc Niel) 

 

Photographer Mac  Mc Neil, 2nd  Household  Cava lry reg iment ea rly 1950’s 

A d river of this Dingo F340802 enjoys a  moment of relaxa tion on a  pa trol in the a rea  of the Pyramids 
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Trouble in Ismialia   

Story c ourtesy of www.b rita ins-sma llwars.c om 

 

An Armoured  Car Commanders Experienc e, By Cp l. James Collender Roya l Dragoons 

 

Cp l. James Collender was a  Cp l. in the Roya l d ragoons, and  was sta tioned  in the Suez Cana l 

Zone from 1950 -to 1953, he, his Armoured  c a r, the men he c ommanded  from his unit in the 

Roya l Dragoons, were amongst the first on the sc ene when the polic e headquarters in Isma ilia , 

was taken over by a rmed  Polic e Irregula rs, sent in from Ca iro, and  hell-bent in c ausing troub le 

in the c ity of Ismia lia . This is the story of Cp l. Collander, and  those under his c ommand .  

 

I remember it was the night before the a ttac k on the Polic e Sta tion I was on Pa trol by the Grea t 

Bitter Lake. I was in c harge of a  Da imler Armoured  Car, and  a  Da imler Sc out Car, when I got a  

Ca ll in the 19 Set to head  for the Polic e Sta tion in Ish and  tha t a  c oup le of Land  Rovers being 

d riven by Milita ry Polic e had  been a ttac ked  , and  the vehic les and  men had  been taken into 

the Polic e Compound .  

We a rrived  a t the polic e Sta tion and  I went and  saw the Land  Rovers and  MP bod ies in them 

behind  loc ked  ga tes. I c a lled  bac k to my Regimenta l Headquarters and  exp la ined  the 

situa tion and  was asked  if I c ould  get to the vehic les and  pull them out. I to ld  them tha t I c ould  

not so was told  to sta tion our vehic les ac ross from the ga tes with our guns tra ined  on the Polic e 

Sta tion.  

Within about 10 minutes a  c a r with some very senior offic ers a rrived  and  c a lled  for the senior 

Polic e Offic er through a  Loud  Ha iler, and  the Polic e basic a lly to ld  them to Sod  off! 

I was told  to stay pa rked  opposite the Polic e Sta tion with a ll weapons tra ined  on them and  

awa it instruc tions. Within a  very short time Tanks from the 4th Roya l Tank Reg iment a rrived , with 

vehic les loaded  with Infantry. 

More Armoured  c a rs a rrived  to g ive support, as the senior offic ers tried  to ta lk to the Polic e who 

were firmly ba rric aded  in the Polic e Sta tion, into releasing the Land  Rovers, and  the bod ies of 

the Milita ry Polic emen, but fa iled .  

 

We were then to ld  tha t if we got nowhere there would  be an a ttac k on the Polic e sta tion a t 7 

am in the morning , this was put off until 10am.  During the a ttac k shells were fired  a t the Polic e 

build ing and  a fter a  while the Infantry went in to sec ure the build ing . 

I saw an offic er shot when he tried  to hook up  a  Land  rover in order to tow it out and  saw some 

of the Infantry get shot and  I do not know if they were killed  or wounded  a t the sc ene I was told  

tha t 39 polic e bod ies were rec overed  from tha t pa rtic ula r build ing , inc lud ing one polic e 

woman, la ter I heard  it was 169, but I have a lways wondered  bec ause right next to the polic e 

sta tion was a  p rison, and  tha t had  been hit.  

As fa r as pa trols a re c onc erned  we d id  them night and  day and  our vehic les were shot a t  

quite a  few times, and  we managed  to c ap ture a  few terrorists, and  killed  some more.  We had  

a  hull-down position  on the trea ty Road  to try and  stop  the Oil Tankers running guns to the 

terrorists. But we only a llowed  to put empty ba rrels ac ross the road , and  they used  to smash 

these like toys and  we were not a llowed  to fire shells a t them. so it was a  c omp lete b loody 

waste of time.  

 

Cp l. James Collender  

Roya l Dragoons  
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Images c ourtesy of the British Pathe 

Photographer, Not Known 

Desc rip tion Sc out c a rs a t the Ismia lia  inc ident 
1953 
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Image c ourtesy of the Time Life 

Photographer Carl Mydans, Life Magazine 

Desc rip tion Da imler a rmoured  c a rs and  sc out c a rs F47818/ 00ZS14 on pa trol, Suez, Egyp t 

September 1953 
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Images c ourtesy of the British pa the 

Photographer, Not Known 

Desc rip tion Sc out c a rs and  a rmoured  c a rs 37ZU55 on inspec tion p rior to dep loyment to Egyp t 

Circ a  1950’s 
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Images c ourtesy of Bovington Tank Museum 6026-C2  

Egyp t ra il c ars 

 

 
Images c ourtesy of M Van Alderton 

Desc rip tion: Spec ia lly c onverted  d ingo’s, used  for pa trolling  ra il lines to c hec k for bombs before the 

opera tion of tra ins. Here Can be seen c ar F340902. 

Da te: Circ a  1950’s 
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Images c ourtesy of Simon Hamon 

Desc rip tion: Unidentified  DAC. 

Date: Circ a  1950’s 


