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Royal Armoured Corps 

 

British reg iment formed 1939, when it c onsisted  of 18 c ava lry reg iments and  a ll 

the units of the Roya l Tank Corps (la ter renamed the Roya l Tank Regiment).  

 

Most of these c ava lry reg iments had  a lready been mec hanized , and  their 

inc orpora tion in the RAC c onfirmed  the permanent substitution of the interna l-

c ombustion eng ine for the horse. 

 

Conversion of c ava lry reg iments 
 

The c onversion of the 11th Hussars and  the 12th Lanc ers 1928–29 into a  ‘ c ava lry a rmoured  c ar reg iment’  

was the forerunner of wholesa le c onversion ten years la ter, when only the Household  Cava lry, 1st Roya l 

Dragoons (c onverted  into an a rmoured  c a r reg iment during  World  War II), and  Sc ots Greys rema ined 

horsed  c ava lry. 

 

The formation of the RAC was announc ed  immed ia tely a fter the c onversion of 1928–29, thus 

c onc entra ting a ll the a rmoured  units of the Army into one c orps.  

The ten-year delay was due to c onstantly c hang ing tank design and  tac tic s, pa rliamenta ry refusa l to inc ur 

heavy milita ry expend iture, and  p rejud ic e in favour of the horse. 

 

When the bulk of the c ava lry reg iments were eventua lly c onverted , some were mec hanized  as light tank 

reg iments and  some as ‘mec hanized  d ivisiona l c ava lry reg iments’ .  The la tter performed the role of the old  

horsed  d ivisiona l c ava lry: p rimarily tha t of rec onna issanc e and  hold ing ground  for short periods and , for 

these duties, they were equipped  with light tanks and  sc out c a rriers.  

 

After the Dunkirk evac ua tion 1940 these d ivisiona l c ava lry reg iments were not reformed as suc h. The fac t 

tha t no invasion of Brita in took p lac e in 1940 enab led  the War Offic e to p roc eed  with mec haniza tion and 

motoriza tion. The new a rmoured  d ivisions fought with grea t suc c ess in Libya , Greec e, Burma, and  Europe. 

When the RAC was formed the Roya l Tank Reg iment reta ined  its c orps badge. 

 

The badge of the RAC is a  ma iled  fist in a  p la in c ircula r frame, with a  c rown a t the top  and  was c ommonly 

worn by the rec ruits during  their initia l tra ining p roc ess c onsisting  of basic  d rill and  sma ll a rms tra ining lasted  

six weeks. 

 

Among other loc a tions in 1954 basic  tra ining  was g iven a t 67th Tra ining Reg ’ t, Hadrians Camp, Carlisle and  

a ll the Cava lry reg iments equipped  with Da imler A/ Cs and  Dingos were tra ined  here.  

The reg iments inc luded  the Life Guards, Roya l Horse Guards, Kings Dragoon Guards, 1st Roya l Dragoons, 

11th Hussars, 13/ 18th Hussars, 15/ 19thHussars and  12th Lanc ers.  Other Cava lry reg iments equipped  with 

Tanks tra ined  a t Catteric k. 

The sta ff a t the RAC tra ining estab lishments were d rawn from a  selec tion of Regiments, so tha t eac h c ould  

impart some of its own experienc e and  knowledge. 

 

On c omp letion of basic  d rill tra ining the badges of their respec tive reg iments were worn, and  for the next 

eight weeks they went on to tra in either as Drivers, Wireless opera tors, or Gunners. 

 

Upon suc c essful c omp letion of the tra ining the troopers would  be posted  out their rec eiving reg iments.  
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Photo c ourtesy of Lnc  Cp l Anthony Morris. 

Photographer: Unkown 

Desc rip tion: Aria l view of the RAC tra ining estab lishments Hadrian’ s Camp, Carlisle. 

Da te: Early 1950’s 

 
Photo c ourtesy of Lnc  Cp l Anthony Morris, ex HQ Squadron KDG 

Photographer: Anthony Morris 

Desc rip tion: DAC, one of a  pa ir tha t flanked  the ma in ga te to 67th Tra ining Regiment, Hadrians Camp. 

Date: 1954 
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Photo c ourtesy of Lnc  Cp l Anthony Morris, ex HQ Squadron KDG 

Photographer: Anthony Morris 

Desc rip tion: 16th Intake, A Morris is a t the bac k row 1st left, The d rill instruc tor is Cp l Mawby of the Roya l 

Horse Guards & The C.O. of Hadrians Camp was Lt Col Turnbull. 

Da te: August 1954 

 
Photo c ourtesy of Lnc  Cp l Anthony Morris, ex HQ Squadron KDG 

Photographer: Anthony Morris 

Desc rip tion: DAC F207716/ 80ZR07 and  trooper Morris a t 67th Tra ining  Reg iment, Hadrians Camp, having 

c ompleted  basic  tra ining and  now wearing  the c ap  badge of the KDG.  He a lso wears the two p iec e 

denim tank suit and  rubber sole boots.  Studded  ammo boots being unsuitab le for those mounting 

a rmoured  vehic les. 

Note the vertic a l risers on the wings to help  inform the d river of where the edges of the c a r extend . 

Date: 1955 
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Photo c ourtesy of Lnc  Cp l Anthony Morris, ex HQ Squadron KDG 

Photographer: Anthony Morris 

Desc rip tion: Further to rec eiving  Advanc ed  Wireless Tra ining a t Bovington, A Morris went on to rema in a t 

Carlisle as an instruc tor with the rank of Lanc e Corpora l. 

Above, an Austin K9 fwd . Loadsta r truc k has been c onverted  to simula te the turret of an a rmoured  vehic le 

to p rac tic e rad io p roc edure in the move. 

Date Early 1955-56 
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(Photo sourc ed  from internet – site unknown) 

Photographer: Unknown 

Desc rip tion: Da imler Armoured  Car of the Roya l Armoured  Corps, 6Th Armoured  Division. 

Date Unknown but possib ly ea rly 1940’s 
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Royal Armored Corps 

1st King's Dragoon Guards 

The 1st King 's Dragoon Guards was a  c ava lry reg iment in the British Army. 

The reg iment was formed in 1685 as The Queen's Regiment of Horse, 

named in honour of Queen Mary, c onsort of King  James II. It was renamed 

The King 's Own Regiment of Horse in 1714 in honour of George I. 

 

The reg iment a tta ined  the title 1st The King 's Dragoon Guards in 1751. 

The reg iment served  as horse c ava lry until 1937 when it was mec hanised 

with 

 light tanks. The reg iment bec ame part of the Roya l Armoured  Corps in 

1939  

 

More usua lly c a lled  the KDGs or the "Welsh tankies",  In c ommon with most British regula r c ava lry reg iments, 

men wore side c aps and  offic ers wore fla t peaked  c aps ra ther than RAC b lac k berets.  

 

In November 1939 the KDG were ordered  out to the Midd le East. On a rriva l in Egypt they were equipped  

with South Afric an Marmon Harrington a rmoured  c a rs (02/ 41-03/ 43), with up  to 1/ 3 with c ap tured  ita lian  

guns per Troop . and  fdought subsequently as an a rmoured  c a r reg iment. 

 

They a rrived  in the desert in time to take part in the last ba ttle of Wavell's c ampa ign a t Beda  Fomm. The 

KDG were the first to c ome into c ontac t with the German Afrika  Corps under Rommel, and  took part in the 

siege of Tobruk. They were engaged  in a ll the major Desert ba ttles, inc lud ing  the Relief of Tobruk, Gaza la , 

Bir Hac heim, the defenc e of the Alamein Line, Alam Ha lfa , and  then the advanc e to Tripoli, the Tebega  

Gap, El Hamma, the Wad i Akarit and  the fina l push to Tunis. 

 

From the 06/ 42 to 03/ 43 Up  to one Da imler a rmoured  c a r was issued  per Troop  and  from 03/ 43 to 05/ 43 2 

Humber a rmoured  c a rs and  1 AEC armoured  were issued  c a r per Troop  to rep lac e thiose p revoisuly lost in 

ac tion. 

 

The KDG landed  a t Sa lerno in September 1943 and  were the first to enter Nap les.  

 

They fought on the Volturno, a t the ba ttle of Monte Camino, and  a t the c rossing  of the Garig liano. During  

the advanc e up  Ita ly during  1944, they took part in the c apture of Perug ia , and  Arezzo, were in Florenc e, 

and  a t the Gothic  Line. Whilst in the Po Va lley in Dec ember they were ordered  to Greec e to c ombat the 

Communist a ttempt to take over tha t c ountry.  

 

The Bays a rrived  in Ita ly in May 1944 and  were engaged  in the Gothic  Line, and  a t the ba ttle of Coriano 

Ridge they lost a ll but three of their tanks and  suffered  98 c asua lties in a  matter of minutes when they were 

sent aga inst a  sc reen of German anti-tank guns, inc lud ing 88mms. 

They fought in the PO Va lley a t the Crossing of the Lamone, and  a t Rimini, Coriano Ridge and  Cesena .  

 

The Bays helped  forc e the Argenta  Gap  and  found  themselves a t Ferra ra  when the Germans Surrendered .  

 

The end  of the War found  the KDG in the Midd le East, during  the c onflic t the reg iment was equipend  with 

a  mixture of Marmon Herrinton a rmoured  c a rs, Da imler Armoured  Cars and  Dingo Sc out Cars amoung 

others. 
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(Photo sourc ed  from http :/ / www.qdg.org .uk) 

Photographer: Unknown 

Desc rip tion: A Staghound  and  Da imler sc out c a r of the Kings Dragoon Guards 

in Florenc e. 

Circ a  1943 

 
Photo c ourtesy of the imperia l war museum NA 7433 

Photographer: Mott (Sgt) of No 2 Army Film & Photographic  Unit 

Desc rip tion: Da imler sc out c a r F48546 of 1st King 's Dragoon Guards a t the town ha ll in Nap les, 

1 Oc tober 1943 
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Following are extrac ts of the war KDG war d iary that spec ific ally mention the use of Daimler Dingo Sc out 

c ars  

At dawn on 18 November 1941 the advanc e ac ross the frontier began, and  before first light on the 21st 'C' 

Squadron led  the b reak out of Tobruk through the perimeter under c over of a  heavy a rtillery ba rrage, the 

noise and  smoke c onc ea ling  their movement for a  time, before 'a ll hell b roke loose'. The Sappers jumped 

off the Marmon Harringtons and  sta rted  lifting  booby-trapped  teller and  S mines as well as Ita lian box 

mines; 4th Roya l Tanks went through the gaps and  the Blac k Watc h c harged  the dug-in enemy. 1,100 

German p risoners were c ap tured ; the KDG lost thirteen out of fifteen a rmoured  c ars, but with only one 

fa ta l c asua lty, Trooper Dean.   Lindsay led  the squadron in a  Dingo, rec eiving a  d irec t hit on the side 

where he was sitting  and  wound ing him severely in the ea r. Severa l other KDG were wounded , and  QMS 

Swinburne and  his d river, going out to rec over some of the damaged  c a rs, were killed  by a  German 

Spandau post whic h suddenly c ame to life a fter it had  been passed . 'C' Squadron was then withdrawn to 

the Lysander Aerodrome, where the fitters managed  to rec over and  repa ir seven of the knoc ked  out and 

mined  a rmoured  c a rs, so tha t by the a fternoon of the 22nd , when the squadron was c a lled  forward  aga in, 

there were five ac tive troops ava ilab le.  

The Eighth Army was having a  d iffic ult time. Auc hinlec k had  taken over persona l c ommand and  the 

Tobruk garrison was ordered  to make redoub led  efforts to c ap ture the El Duda  ridge. on 24 November the 

KDG sent out p rob ing pa trols, when Lieutenant Franks, with another c a r c ommanded  by Corpora l Muir, 

d isappeared  and  were p resumed c aptured . Shortly a fterwards Lieutenant Beames was severely wounded 

and  his d river and  opera tor killed . Lieutenant Gardener of the RTR saw what was happening, b rought up  

his tank, d ismounted  and  resc ued  Beames, who, sad ly, d ied  of his wounds before he c ould  be got to 

med ic a l help . Gardener was awarded  the Vic toria  Cross for his ga llantry. 

 

 
Photo c ourtesy of the pub lic a tion ‘The History of the KDGs’  1938-1945 (& Lnc  Cp l Anthony Morris) 

Photographer: Unknown 

 Desc rip tion: as sta ted . 
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'C' Squadron and  the ec helon landed  a t Sa lerno on 3 Oc tober, jo ining the reg iment on the 5th. Progress 

was severely hampered  by the bad  weather and  the repeated  obstac les of b lown b ridges and  roads, 

with the Americ an infantry advanc ing in front of the a rmoured  c a rs. By the 6th the line of the River 

Volturno was reac hed  and  found  to be strong ly held  by the enemy. Lt. Smith of 'C' Sqn was sent to 

rec onnoitre the mouth of the Volturno as a  possib le c rossing point. Having c a rried  out a  suc c essful pa trol, 

Smith while turning in a  Dingo sc out c a r, ran over a  mine and  was killed . Troopers Mason and  Murfitt were 

a lso wounded , Mason's wound  p roving fa ta l. On 8 Oc tober the KDG were withd rawn in foul weather to 

the outskirts of Nap les, where the regiment insta lled  itself under c over in the loc a l luna tic  asylum. Over the 

next few days they c leaned  up  and  exp lored  Nap les. 

 

On 14 May 1944 The King 's Dragoon Guards reac hed  Narni, moving on twenty-seven miles on the 16th to 

Tod i. Throughout the move forward , from the utter destruc tion a round  Cassino to the outskirts of Rome and 

then as they advanc ed  rap id ly north, the men had  been grea tly enc ouraged  to see the vast quantity of 

German equipment destroyed  by the RAF and  in the ba ttles of the Liri va lley. There were vehic les by the 

hundred , with Tiger and  Panther tanks strewn a longside the roads. On 17 May the reg iment was in ac tion 

aga in: Lieutenant Bloomfield  of 'A' Squadron surp rised  a  party of German eng ineers about to b low up  a  

b ridge, and  then had  a  ba ttle with some tanks a t Mig liano. 'C' Squadron on the ma in road  to Perug ia  met 

a  self-p ropelled  gun whic h hit the lead ing Dingo, killing  the d river and  wound ing the c ommander. The 

troop leader then reversed  his Da imler a rmoured  c a r into a  d itc h, where it had  to be abandoned . The 

Germans la ter towed  the c a r away and  set it on fire. 

 

By the 18th the enemy had  stab ilized  his line and  the reg iment advanc ed  only two miles. The 19th saw 'D' 

Squadron in the lead ; Lieutenant Mitc hell on the left made some progress, but stirred  up  a  hornets' nest of 

opposition; on the right, Lieutenants Woozley and  Thompson advanc ed  a long para llel roads to within a  

mile of Perug ia . Thompson, fac ed  with the last two miles a long a  dead stra ight road  with no c over, had  

a lmost reac hed  a  T-junc tion when a  mac hine gun opened  up  on the lead ing Dingo. 

This reversed  behind  Thompsons' a rmoured  c a r, and  as he traversed  his turret to engage the gun, the 

doors of a  ba rn opened  and  a  75 mm anti-tank gun inside his the Da imler, killing  the d river and  setting  the 

c a r on fire. Thompson and  his gunner both ba led  out bad ly burned . 

'D' Squadron on the right c ontinued  ac tive pa trolling , but was unab le to advanc e further as the enemy 

held  Monte Croc e in strength, dominating  the area . 'A' Squadron on the left had  more suc c ess, reac hing 

Agello twelve miles to the west of Peruga i and  on the 24th 

 

 
Photo c ourtesy of the pub lic a tion ‘The History of the KDGs’  1938-1945 (& Lnc  Cp l Anthony Morris) 

Photographer: Unknown /   Desc rip tion: as sta ted . 
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Photo c ourtesy of the Bovington Disp lay 

Photographer: Unknown 

 Desc rip tion: This photo is thought to be of the Kings Dragoon Guards  

May 1944. 

 
Photo c ourtesy of the pub lic a tion ‘The History of the KDGs’  1938-1945. (& Lnc  Cp l Anthony Morris) 

Photographer: Unknown 

 Desc rip tion: This photo is thought to be of the Kings Dragoon Guards  

May 1944. 
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By the midd le of July the Germans were c onduc ting  an orderly and  slow withd rawa l in their own time, 

fighting  rea rguard  ac tions and  making skilled  use of the mounta ins, extensive demolition's and  minefields. 

The King 's Dragoon Guards were bac k in the line a t Arezzo on 16 July. Pa trolling  c ommenc ed  in an a rea  

where the roads were b loc ked  by fa llen trees, b lown b ridges and  many mines, and  there were c onstant 

b rushes with the enemy and  c asua lties inflic ted .  

The German a rtillery was pa rtic ula rly ac tive, shelling any movement - when Lieutenant Bloomfield  d itc hed  

his Da imler, 121 shells landed  a round  it with in an hour, 

 'B' Squadron entered  the village of San Polo on the morning of the 18th to find  tha t the day before the 

Germans withd rew they had  taken a ll the men of the village, exc ept the pa rish p riest, to a  nearby olive 

grove, made them d ig  three la rge graves, and  had  then bayoneted  the men into the graves and  p lac ed 

a  number of exp losive c harges among the dead  and  dying. This was sa id  to be punishment for pa rtisan 

ac tivity. Sergeant Bea le of 'C' Squadron led  a  pa trol as fa r as Monte Veriano, to find  the a rea  held  in 

strength by the Germans, but with no anti-tank guns. He then a llotted  eac h vehic le a  sec tor and  d rove 

right in amongst the enemy.  

Corpora l Kay in the lead ing Dingo leap t out hurling  grenades into eac h trenc h and  firing  his Tommy-gun 

until it was shot out of his hand ; he then went bac k for a  Bren and  sta rted  aga in. The Germans managed  

to knoc k out a  supporting  M10 with an Ofenrohor, killing  the d river. 

With only a  sing le c asua lty Sergeant Bea le c aptured  the position, taking  two offic ers and  twelve men 

p risoner and  c ounting thirty dead  Germans, twenty of whom had  been ac c ounted  for by Corpora l Kay 

a lone. Both Sergeant Bea le and  Corpora l Kay were g iven an immed ia te award  of the Distinguished 

Conduc t Meda l. 

 

On 20 August the KDG were d rawn bac k into reserve by Lake Trasimene, where 'D' Squadron rec eived  its 

fifth squadron leader, Ma jor Phillips, sinc e it had  been formed just five months p reviously. On the 26th the 

reg iment was bac k in ac tion, taking over from the 12th Lanc ers in the area  of Sansepolc ro. The Allies were 

now edg ing up  to the Gothic  Line. On 27 August a  pa trol of 'C' Squadron was ambushed , losing  a  Dingo 

with Lieutenant Hethey and  Corpora l Pric e killed  and  Trooper Burton a  p risoner. 

 

 The following day 'C' lost two more Dingos on mines, with Corpora l Ec kersley and  Trooper Shakespeare 

wounded  and  Trooper Chambers dying of his wounds. Another of their pa trols d rove off a  pa rty of fifteen 

Germans, killing  two of them. The 31st saw Ma jor Hellyer and  Capta in Ba tt bad ly wounded  when the White 

sc out c a r in whic h they were travelling  went over a  mine and  the a rmoured  eng ine c over was b lown off 

to land  on their heads. Another 'C' Squadron pa trol had  a  b rush with the enemy in whic h one German was 

killed  and  Trooper Maynihan was wounded . Often the mines had  been la id  so deep ly tha t severa l vehic les 

c ould  go over them before enough p ressure was built up  to set them off. This made them impossib le to 

detec t. 

 

Many British milita ry insta lla tions had  been sited  a round  Athens in what had  seemed to be the most 

appropria te p lac es, without any thought tha t they might find  themselves in the midst of a  c ivil war and  in 

hostile territory. On 21 and  22 Dec ember 'B' Squadron resc ued  REME workshops sited  in a  foundry in the 

Imittos d istric t of southeast Athens. A b lown b ridge and  roadb loc ks were dea lt with, resulting  in three ELAS 

being killed  and  three being taken p risoner, but 240 men and  130 vehic les were b rought to sa fety.  

 

Over the following days a  number of pa trols were c a rried  out: one by Lieutenant Dorell to Voula  resulted  in 

three more guerrillas killed  and three c ap tured , as well as one of their headquarters being destroyed ; 

other pa trols esc orted  Mr Churc hill, Mr Eden and  Field  Marsha l Alexander to Athens.  

On Boxing Day ELAS a ttac ked  Ka lamaki a irfie ld , slightly wound ing two KDG sentries and  b lowing up  an 

a rmoured  c a r on p repared  c harges, whic h wounded a ll three c rew members. Patrols to the guerrilla  

strongholds of Vari and  Korop i resulted  in a  Da imler a rmoured  c a r being b lown up  on the 26th, and  two 

Da imlers and  a  Dingo on the 29th, a ll luc kily without any c asua lties. 

 On 31 Dec ember another resc ue opera tion was suc c essfully mounted  to b ring to sa fety 120 men of the 

50th RTR, sta tioned ten miles east of Athens a t Pa llini wireless sta tion, whic h p rovided  the only d irec t link 

between Athens and  London. Severa l roadb loc ks c overed  by sniper fire had  to be c lea red , resulting  in 

fourteen ELAS killed  and  three p risoners being taken. 
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During World  War II, the Airgraph was developed  to 

enab le sold iers in the field  to c ommunic a te more 

quic kly and  reliab ly with their family and  friends a t 

home. The sender would  write their message on the 

message side of the form and  submit it for 

p roc essing. 

 

The form would  be p roc essed  and  a  mic rofilm 

image c rea ted . A film strip  with up  to 10,000 

a irgraphs would  then be sent via  a ir to its 

destina tion. In the event the strip  were lost, another 

would  be c op ied  from the orig ina l. Onc e rec eived , 

reduc ed  size (about ha lf-size) p rints would  be made 

and  these sent to their destina tion in c over 

envelopes 

 

The Examples shown a re a ll hand  d rawn and  dep ic t 

the Da imler heavy a rmoured  c a r in one way or 

another 

 

 

 

Courtesy of http :/ / www.a irgraph.c om/  
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Troub le soon b roke out in Lebanon and  Syria , and  the KDG were employed  to keep  the peac e. Then in 

September 1945 they were moved  to Pa lestine, where they were engaged  in a id  of the c ivil power a ll over 

Northern Pa lestine.  

They returned  to Brita in in 1948 but a lso c ontinued  duties as part of the BOAR. 

 

 

 
(Photo sourc ed  from http :/ / www.qdg.org .uk) 

Desc ription: DSC F47421/ 08 ZS 40 of the Kings Dragoon Guards 

Hamburg 1952 
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DAC 84ZR92 of the Kings Dragoon Guards (Photo sourc ed  from http :/ / www.qdg.org .uk) 

 

The KDG had  been ordered  to Ma laya  in 1956, and  served  there throughout the emergenc y. 

The King’s Dragoon Guards, on a rriva l in Ma laya , found  tha t they were one of two a rmoured  c a r 

reg iments, equipped  with Da imler a rmoured  c a rs and  Ferret sc out c a rs, opera ting  in the peninsula .   

By June 1956 Genera l Templer’ s polic y of fortified  villages and  c urfews was sta rting to take effec t. 

 

Chin Peng’s Communist guerrillas were find ing  it ha rder to opera te, and  a lthough they had  a  p lentiful 

stoc k of both British and Japanese weapons, supp lies were bec oming more d iffic ult to ob ta in as rura l 

villages bec ame more sec ure.  There was, however, p lenty of fight left in the guerrillas and they still 

reta ined  the element of surp rise and  c hoic e of ta rget. 

 
(Photo sourc ed  from http :/ / www.qdg.org .uk) 

DSC (26ZS75) of the KDG C Sqd  food  c onvoy Cameron highlands 

 

The KDG relieved  their o ld  friends the 11th Hussars, taking  over opera tiona l c ontrol on 26 June 1956.  

Reg imenta l headquarters with ‘B’  Squadron was sta tioned  a t Seremban in Negri Semb ilan, with ‘C’  

Squadron forty miles to the north in Kua la  Lumpur, while ‘A’  was 200 miles to the south in Johore Bahru.  The 

Regiment worked  in support of the Gurkha  Division, with eac h squadron opera ting  as an independent 

unit, under its own b rigade. 

In add ition the reg iment p rovided  a  tra ining squadron on Singapore Island , whic h a lso had  to be ava ilab le 

for interna l sec urity duties and  was heavily involved  in c onta ining serious rioting  whic h b roke out in 

Singapore c ity on 25 Oc tober. 
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The KDG were used  to keep the ma in roads open, esc orting  c onvoys and  VIPs, as well as setting  

ambushes, pa trolling  and  c arrying out village perimeter c hec ks.  ‘A’  squadron had  a  c ontac t in Johore, 

and  a t the notorious village of Kula i made 47 a rrests of suspec ted  terrorists out of a  tota l of 174 made 

during  a  searc h opera tion.  

The squadron a lso went into Singapore c ity with the tra ining  squadron during  the rioting , keep ing the ma in 

roads and  the bac k streets c lea r.   

‘C’  Squadron a t Kua la  Lumpur was even more d ispersed , with troops detac hed  a t Ka jang and  Nee Soon, 

but the whole squadron had  to pac k up  suddenly and  d rive to Singapore during  the riots, when it was 

sta tioned  a t Ka llang Airport.  It made twenty-seven a rrests before returning to Kua la  Lumpur.  During the six 

months of 1956 tha t the reg iment was in Ma laya , its vehic les c overed  600,000 miles.   

 

 
Photo c ourtesy of Lnc  Cp l Anthony Morris, ex HQ Squadron KDG 

Photographer: Anthony Morris 

Desc rip tion: Paroi Camp Guard  Room, Seremban, Ma laya . 1956-1957 

  
Photo c ourtesy of Lnc  Cp l Anthony Morris, ex HQ Squadron KDG 

Photographer: Anthony Morris 

Desc rip tion: Va rious c rew members of DAC F20073 / 38ZU67, Seremban, Ma laya .  

The dark skinned  L/ Cp l is L/ Cp l D’Orville of 17/ 21st Lanc ers who was on a ttac hment to the KDG Esc ort 

Troop . L/ Cp l Bilner is on both photos with the b lac k swimming trunks. 
Date 1956-1957. 
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Photo c ourtesy of Lnc  Cp l Anthony Morris, ex HQ Squadron KDG 

Photographer: Anthony Morris 

Desc rip tion: Views of Cp l A Morris in his Da imler Ferret 86ZA70 a t Seremban, Ma laya . 1956-1957 

 

Tony reports tha t he p referred  d riving in the Dingo to the Ferret. 

Never liking  the bac k to front (inverted ) steering  wheel, even though  it seemed OK on the Sarac en. 
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Jung le Pa trol 

 

By May 1957 the situa tion in Ma laya  had  been b rought suffic iently under c ontrol for the number of 

a rmoured  c a r reg iments to be reduc ed , and  when the 15th/ 19th Hussars went home in May.  The King’s 

Dragoon Guards took over responsib ility for road  sec urity for the whole of Ma laya , exc ept for Selangor 

and  Negri Sembilan.  

 

These two sta tes were c overed  by a  newly ra ised  Ma laya  Armoured  Car Regiment to whic h a  number of 

KDG Offic ers and  NCOs were sec onded .  Regimenta l Headquarters and  Headquarter Squadron moved  to 

Ipoh, where they were joined  by ‘C’  Squadron; ‘B’  Squadron moved  into Kua la  Lumpur until ‘Merdeka ’ , or 

self-government, whic h was granted  on 31 August 1957, when it moved  to Kluang in North Johore.  

 

Bec ause of manpower p rob lems the tra ining  squadron joined  RHQ, and  in sp ite of the reg iment’ s 

d ispersa l, the Genera l c a rrying  out the yearly administra tive inspec tion c ommented , ‘ I was most impressed  

with a ll I saw of the KDG’ .  

Yet another detac hment of ten Ferret sc out c a rs was formed  la ter to ac t as the Gurkha  Division Esc ort 

Troop , staying a t Seremban.  

So the KDG were sc a ttered  in pac kets over an area  the size of Eng land , whic h p rovided  a  nightmare for 

the RSM, but a  pa rad ise for the troop  and  squadron leader. 

  

On the night of 6/ 7 Marc h 1957 a  pa rty of ‘B’  Squadron, while still a t Seremban under c ommand of 

Corpora l Derenc h, opened  fire on three Communist terrorists who wa lked into their position.  

The next day the body of Cheong Fa tt, a  sec tion leader of the so-c a lled  3rd  Independent Pla toon for the 

Ma layan Repub lic  Libera tion Army, was found ; it la ter transp ired  tha t a  sec ond  terrorist, Tak Lan, had  been 

wounded , but had  esc aped . 

 

‘C’  Squadron, supporting  the Commonwealth Brigade, had  a  detac hment 6,000 feet up  in the Cameron 

Highlands, and  was responsib le for the sec urity of a  partic ula rly hilly and  wind ing road  to surrender, and  

the KDG, by the end  of Marc h 1958 had  ac c epted  the surrender of a  tota l of forty terrorists a long it.  

 

On 27 September 1957 Lieutenant Colonel Selby took over c ommand  from Lieutenant Colonel Ca irns.   

 

Sergeant Carter was awarded  the Meritorious Servic e Meda l, and  Cap ta in Lidsey and  Lieutenant Gibson 

were mentioned  in despa tc hes. 

The Reg iment had  by the end  of 1957 traveled  1,851,094 miles sinc e it a rrived  in Ma laya . 

 

 
Photo c ourtesy of Lnc  Cp l Anthony Morris, ex HQ Squadron KDG 

Photographer: Unknown 

Desc rip tion: HQ Squadron a t Seremban, Ma laya . 1956-1957 

With d ingo's F47898-05ZS39 & F340422 01ZS55. 
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Photo c ourtesy of Lnc  Cp l Anthony Morris, ex HQ Squadron KDG 

Photographer: Anthony Morris 

Desc rip tion: Views of Cp l A Morris in his up-a rmoured  Dingo  F329486/ 01ZS05 a t Seremban, Ma laya . 1956-

1957 

 
Photo c ourtesy of Lnc  Cp l Anthony Morris, ex HQ Squadron KDG 

Photographer: Anthony Morris 

Desc rip tion: Arms and  equipment layout ready for inspec tion of Dingo F206373/ 00ZS66 a t Seremban. 

The p ic ture of the Dingo kit was taken when Cp l Morris took over this rep lac ement c a r. 

He reports tha t onc e a  year there was a  b ig  inspec tion of vehic les and  they had  to be spotless and  a ll 

equipment c lean and  in perfec t working  order. This was referred  too, as an 857 inspec tion 

Ma laya . 1956-1957 
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DSC F205467(26ZS75) KDG malaya  c  sqd  1957 DSC F205467 (03ZS21) KDG Ma laya   

 

 
DSC (03ZS21) 

KDG ma laya  1956 

(Photos sourc ed  from http :/ / www.qdg.org .uk) 
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(Photo sourc ed  from http :/ / www.qdg.org .uk) 

DSC F47488 (26ZS48) of the Kings Dragoon Guards 

Kuli Ma laya  1956 

 
(Photo sourc ed  from http :/ / www.qdg.org .uk) 

Kings Dragoon Guards (believed  to be Z reserve in tra ining for possib le dep loyment to Korea) 

Omagh, Ireland  1951,  Ma jor Bullen inspec tion of troops 

It is reputed  tha t Da imler Armoured  c a r 67 ZR 44 was used  in Ma laya  between 1955-1958.  
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Photo c ourtesy of  http :/ / www.mustrad .org .uk/ a rtic les/ langsbry.htm 

Photographer: Unknown. 

Desc rip tion: Trooper Ken Langsbury's first c a r in Ma laya , Dingo F48700 /  11 ZS 09 

an ac c ount of his is below: 

1956. 

 
At eighteen I was c a lled  up  to do my Nationa l Servic e, and  shipped  out to Ma laya .  On the voyage, in a  bunk next to 

mine was an old  sold ier going out to join his reg iment a fter a  spell of home leave; the rest of us were a ll new rec ruits. 

He exp la ined  tha t the Communists (who we were going to fight) used  to fight on the same side as us in the war 

aga inst the Fasc ists, and  were p romised  free elec tions a fter the war - whic h they d id  not get. 

 

I was in the Armoured  Corps (KDG's), a  d river-signa ller in an a rmoured  c a r c rew, esc orting  food  c onvoys up  and  down 

the Cameron Highlands, I d idn't enjoy any of tha t. 

 

As a  member of an a rmoured  c ar c rew, I d id  not go on jung le pa tro l very often, but d id  on a  few   oc c asions.  On one 

oc c asion I was in front of the pa trol (this was taken in turns), and  c ame ac ross a  c lea ring with two or three dustb ins, 

and  a  Communist guard ing them.  

 

I gave him a  smile and  he just wandered  off.  I to ld  my troop  leader, who was very c ross with me for not shooting him, 

tha t he ran away, but he d idn't, he just wandered  off, he knew I wasn't going to shoot him. 

 

The dustb ins were full of ric e, and  as punishment for letting  the man go, I was g iven the job  a long with two other c haps 

and  a  guide, of c a rrying the b ins of ric e bac k to base.  The b ins were very heavy, and  it was a  hard , slow job  c a rrying 

them through the jung le.. 

 

The guide went c harg ing on ahead , and  we kep t shouting a t him to slow down.  Eventua lly a fter severa l hours we 

c ame to a  rubber p lanta tion and  some deserted  build ings whic h had  running water.  

We stripped  off, had  a  wash, and  p ic ked  off the leec hes we had  a ttrac ted  on our journey. 

 

As I c ame out of the build ing there, stand ing on a  bank, was a  man with a  gun pointing a t me! 

It was an offic er I knew from 2 Troop ., I sa luted  and  sa id , "Hello, Sir." He d idn't shoot me, a lthough I think he would  have 

liked  to 

He was so d isappointed  we weren't wha t he termed 'The Enemy'; he held  in his hand  a  meta l pull-through for a  sten 

gun we had  d ropped .  He sa id  we had  wa lked  right through an ambush tha t he had  set up  with his troop , and  he was 

about to g ive the order to open fire, when we sta rted  shouting "slow down" in English, so they followed  us. 

 

 He sa id , "You'll never know how c lose you c ame to dea th today". 

 When I used  to rela te the story in the NAAFI a fterwards, I would  make up  a  b it about speaking to the Communist and  

asking if I c ould  c ome and  fight on his side, and  d id  he have a  membership  app lic a tion form I c ould  sign!  And  d id  he 

have a  pen? 
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Photo c ourtesy of Simon Hamon 

Photographer: Unknown. 

Desc rip tion:  

Armoured  c a r 84ZR80 of the 1st Kings Dragoon Guards patrolling  the road  between Sungei Seput and  Lasah.  

Da te: November 1957. 
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Photo c ourtesy of Trooper Roger King 

Photographer: Roger King 

Desc rip tion: Crew of 1st Troop , ‘A’  Squadron,  

1st King ’ s Dragoon Guards. top  left Trooper Jim Copland  top  midd le Trooper Ken Wilkinson, 

top  right unidentified  Trooper 

Trooper Roger King (Driver) 

Lisana lly Camp, Omagh,  

Northern Ireland ,  

Da te: 1951 
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Photo c ourtesy of Trooper Roger King 

Photographer: Unknown 

Desc rip tion :Trooper Roger King & Trooper Ric k Gilson 

1st Troop ,  ‘A’  Squadron,  1st King ’ s Dragoon Guards 

Hamburg 1952 

 
Photo c ourtesy of Trooper Roger King 

Photographer: Unknown 

           Trooper John Pimm                           L/ c p l  Herbert Hughes 

Trooper unknown                                  Trooper Roger King                  Trooper Jim Cop land  

1st Troop , ‘A’  Squadron, 1st King ’ s Dragoon Guards.   

Hamburg 1952 
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Royal Armored Corps 

The 1st & 2nd Queens Dragoons Guards  
At the outb reak of World  War Two the Queens Bays d ragoons reg iments were 

in Eng land . 

 

In May 1940 the Bays were sent as part of the 1st Armoured  Division to Franc e, 

and  were heavily engaged  on the Somme.  

 

In mid  June, with the c ollapse of the Frenc h resistanc e, they were evac uated  

bac k to England  through the port of Brest.  
 

 

The Bays a rrived  in the Midd le East in November 1941, equipped  initia lly with the 2 pounder Crusader Tank. 

They fought with grea t b ravery a t the Cauld ron and  Knightsb ridge during  the ba ttle of Gaza la , and  were 

c ontinuously in ac tion for 19 days, a  rec ord  for an a rmoured  reg iment in the Western Desert. 

 

They p layed  a  ma jor part a t the Battle of Alamein, the Tebaga  gap , a t El Hamma and  the Mareth Line, 

and  so on to Tunis. 

 

The Bays a rrived  in Ita ly in May 1944 equipped with c ommet and  Sherman kangaroo tanks. At the of 

Coriano Ridge they lost a ll but three of their tanks and  suffered  98 c asua lties in a  matter of minutes when 

they were sent aga inst a  sc reen of German anti-tank guns, inc lud ing 88mms.  

 

They fought in the PO Va lley a t the Crossing  of the Lamone, and  a t Rimini, Coriano Ridge and  Cesena . The 

Bays helped forc e the Argenta  Gap  and  found  themselves a t Ferra ra  when the Germans Surrendered . 

 

After the war the Bays rema ined  in Northern Ita ly, and  then moved  to Egyp t before returning to Brita in in 

1947.  On November the 1st 1958 the Queen's Bays pa raded  for the last time and  were reviewed  by their 

Colonel-in Chief, Queen Elizabeth the Queen Mother.  

 

The c urrent reg iment of 1st Queens Dragoons Guards was formed  in 1959 by the amalgamation of 1st 

King 's Dragoon Guards and  the Queen's Bays or 2nd  Dragoon Guards ( 

 

The reg iment c elebra ted  their fiftieth anniversary on July 31, 2009 with a  c eremony a t Card iff c astle and  a  

parade through the streets of Card iff c ity both a ttended  by their Colonel-in-Chief The Princ e of Wa les. The 

reg iment rec eived  a  grea t response from the peop le of Card iff. 

   
Photo c ourtesy of Trooper Brian Willoughby 

Photographer: Denis Sparkes 

Desc rip tion: 4 Trooper Denis Sparkes of the KDG 

Date: 1958 
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Photo c ourtesy of Trooper Brian Willoughby 

Photographer: Denis Sparkes 

Desc rip tion: Dingo F47423 02ZS14 with the QDG, Germany  

Date: la te 1950's 

 
Photo c ourtesy of Trooper Brian Willoughby 

Photographer: Da i Thomas 

Desc rip tion: F207935 77ZR75 of 3rd  Troop  B Squadron KDG, Germany. 

Left to right, James La tham - James Marsha ll - 2nd  Lt G.E.A. Barker -  

Date: c irc a  1959. 
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Photo c ourtesy of Trooper Brian Willoughby 

Photographer: Brian Willoughby 

Desc rip tion: Queens Dragoons Guards, Wolfenbüttel, Germany. 

Date: mid  1960's 

 
Photo c ourtesy of Trooper Brian Willoughby 

Photographer: Brian Willoughby 

Desc rip tion: Queens Dragoons Guards, Wolfenbüttel, Germany. 

Date: mid  1960's 
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Photo c ourtesy of Trooper Brian Willoughby 

Photographer: Brian Willoughby 

Desc rip tion: Queens Dragoons Guards, Wolfenbüttel, Germany. 

Date: mid  1960's 
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Photo c ourtesy of Trooper Brian Willoughby 

Photographer: Ra lph Hoskins 

Desc rip tion: Trooper Ra lph Hoskins, Exerc ise Completed , Wolfenbuttel, Germany 

Date: 1963 
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Photo c ourtesy of Trooper Brian Willoughby 

Photographer: Da i Thomas 

Desc rip tion: 4th Troop  Wolfenbüttel, Germany. 

Date: 1963 
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Photo c ourtesy of Trooper Brian Willoughby 

Photographer: Brian Willoughby 

Desc rip tion: Queens Dragoons Guards, B -Sqns Vehic le Enroute to Sarawak Northern Ireland   

Date 1965 

1965 
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Photo c ourtesy of Trooper Brian Willoughby 

Photographer: Brian Willoughby 

Desc rip tion: Ma laya  
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Photo c ourtesy of Trooper Brian Simpson 

Photographer: Brian Simpson 

Desc rip tion: Ferrets of the Queen's Bays,2nd .Dragoon Guards, Libya , 

Date:1956-59 
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Photo c ourtesy of Trooper Brian Simpson 

Photographer: Brian Simpson 

Desc rip tion: Ferrets of the Queen's Bays,2nd .Dragoon Guards, Libya , 

Date:1956-59 

 


