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The G.H.Q. Liason Regiment - "Phantom  

 

Phantom was c rea ted  in Franc e in 1939 with the spec ific  task of p inpointing 

the c hanging loc a tions of "bomb lines" i.e. the ba ttle a reas not oc c up ied  by 

Allied  troops, and  therefore suitab le ta rgets for bombs and  shells. 

 

Soon it was a  vita l link between forward  pa trols and  c ommand headquarters 

a ll over Europe, keep ing the British, Canad ians and  Americ ans p rec isely 

informed  of what their forward  troops were doing , and  the enemy's reac tion. 

 

The Regiment was a  streamlined  organisa tion for ga ining information of the 

enemy by the use of long-range pa trols either opera ting  with the forward  

troops or d ropped  behind  the enemy lines.  

 

 

 

Phantom was c omposed  of volunteers, a ll men of outstand ing persona lity, p lus exc eptiona l linguistic  and  

motor c yc ling  skills, and  a  rigorous tra ining in Morse c ode and  rad io c ommunic a tion. Their task of 

c ollec ting  information was d iffic ult and  dangerous, for they had  to travel fast in ba ttlefront a reas, over 

roads often mined , or infested  with snipers. 

 

"An adventurous, determined , forc eful persona lity was essentia l if the right information was to be 

ob ta ined ," an offic er rec a lled . Thus it was a  vib rant group  who c entred  on Ric hmond when the Ric hmond 

Hill Hotel and  Pembroke Lodge were requisitioned  to serve as Phantom's reg imenta l HQ and  offic ers' mess, 

with the park itself as the p rimary tra ining ground. 

 

One of them was Ma jor David  Niven, who c ommanded  A Squadron and  before and  a fter the war was an 

interna tiona l film sta r.  Others la ter reac hed  the top  of their p rofessions as ac ademic s, politic ians, a thletes, 

joc keys (inc lud ing Sir Gordon Ric hards), d ip lomats, lawyers and  c ap ta ins of industry. 

 

The d riving forc e was the Command ing Offic er, Lt Col G F Hopkinson, known to a ll as "Hoppy". 

Phantom had  been d isbanded  a fter the Dunkirk evac uation, but Hoppy was determined  it should  be re-

formed. He got permission to rec ruit 48 offic ers and  407 other ranks, to set up  a  p igeon loft with 500 b irds 

for rap id  despa tc h of intelligenc e, and  to ac quire high speed  vehic les. Then he began a  relentless tra ining 

c ampa ign.. 

 

For examp le, he ac c ustomed Phantom to rise in the midd le of the night to beg in a  c omplete working day, 

or to work non-stop  for two days and  a  night or to work a ll night and  sleep  in the day c ond itions they were 

likely to enc ounter on ac tive servic e. He a lso sub jec ted  them to gruelling  runs, and  ic y swims in the park's 

ponds, and  made sure they lea rnt to transmit and  rec eive Morse messages, with tota l ac c urac y, for hours 

on end  a t a  speed  of 30 words a  minute. 

 

During  the Blitz, when more than 400 bombs fell on the park, he forbade his men to shelter in slit trenc hes 

bec ause "taking c over c ould  make c owards", Early in 1941, Phantom sent a  squadron to Greec e, where 

many men were lost. La ter tha t year five offic ers and  52 other ranks went to the Midd le East, where they 

lea rnt the a rt of desert naviga tion and  surviva l before opera ting  with va rious units in the Eighth Army. 

 

During  1941 and  1942, Phantom ma inta ined  detac hments in va rious pa rts of the UK, where they c ould  g ive 

early warning of German invasion. By then the reg iment was 900 strong, and  sent detac hments to 

Pa lestine, Iraq , Syria  and  va rious pa rts of Europe, where severa l d ied . 

 

By 1944 Phantom's reputa tion was so high tha t the SAS, Canad ians, Americ ans, Free Frenc h and  Poles 

wanted  detac hments working with them. Phantom was espec ia lly va luab le in Franc e, notab ly when the 

Fa la ise poc ket was c losed , and  the German forc es were surrounded  and  annihila ted  by c onverg ing 

British, Canad ian and  Americ an troops. 

 

Without Phantom there to identify the exac t position of the Allies, c asua lties from so-c a lled  "friend ly fire" 

would  have been fa r grea ter.  
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Their wireless links went stra ight bac k to Army H.Q. The Regiment was a ffilia ted  to the R.A.C. ea rly in 1944 

and  therea fter d rew reinforc ements from the Rec onna issanc e Corps. 

 

By the end  of hostilities some 200 men of the Corps were serving  with the Reg iment.  

 

The reg iment was d isbanded in 1947, but re-born two years la ter as Army Phantom Signa ls Reg iment. 

 

In 1960, fo llowing grea t advanc es in tec hnology, it c eased  to be. 

 

Phantom Sig Regt p rovided  c omms for many SF type jobs inc lud ing the Auxilla ries, SAS and  other 

c ommandos. It was a lso used  to b roadc ast fake tra ffic  a round  Dover in c onjuntion with the "infla tab le" 

a rmy tha t was being assemb led  there to c onvinc e the Germans tha t Ca lias was the intended  beec hhead 

 

 
image c ourtesy of http :/ / p irtonline.org / phantom.aspx 

Photographer: Unknown 

Desc rip tion: Assumed to be the full estab lishment of the Phantom Regiment inc lud ing a t least two full 

troops of d ingo sc out c a rs 

Date 1942 
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image c ourtesy of http :/ / p irtonline.org / phantom.aspx 

Photographer: Unknown 

Desc rip tion: Inspec tion by senior offic er of the Phantom Regiment. 

Date Unknown 

 

image c ourtesy of http :/ / p irtonline.org / phantom.aspx 

Photographer: Unknown 

Desc rip tion: Trooper John Cave by his Mk1 Dingo 

Date Unknown 
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image c ourtesy of D-Day museum Portmouth 

Photographer: Unknown 

Desc rip tion:  The Duke of Kent is esc orted  during  an inspec tion of the Phantom units . 

Dingo F14816 is visib le in the foreground  

Circ a  1942 
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image c ourtesy of Simon Hamon, Possib ly from IWM? 

Photographer: Unknown 

Desc rip tion:  Mk 1 Dingo F9639 being used  by Phantom units in GB during  an exerc ise, the rad io aeria l on 

the rea r left w ing is unusua l. 

Da te Circ a  1940’s 
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image c ourtesy of Simon Hamon, Possib ly from IWM? 

Photographer: Unknown 

Desc rip tion:  RTR/  Phantom Rad io opera tor in a  Dingo, tha t’ s not fitted  with a  number 19 set or the 

c ommander sea t. 

Da te Circ a  1940’s 
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Image c ourtesy of the IWM H 11826 

Photographer: Ma lind ine (Lt) War Offic e offic ia l photographer 

Desc rip tion: Motorc yc le despatc h riders pass messages to a  headquarters Sc out Car Mk IB F9639 during 

an exerc ise to test a irfie ld  defenc es in the South of Eng land , 

22 July 1941. 

 

 


