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The British First Army in North Africa 1939-1943 

(Refer to Append ix 1 for full formation deta ils) 

 

The North Afric an Campa ign, a lso known as the Desert War, took p lac e in the North Afric an desert from 

June 10, 1940 to May 16, 1943. It inc luded  c ampa igns in Libya  and  Egypt (Western Desert), Moroc c o & 

Algeria  (known to the Allies as Opera tion Torc h) and  in Tunisia . 

 

Fighting in North Afric a  sta rted  with the oc c upation of Ita ly's Fort Capuzzo, in Libya  by British forc es in 

June 1940. This was followed  by an Ita lian offensive and  a  Commonwealth c ounteroffensive.  

When the Ita lians suffered  terrib le reverses, the German Afrika  Korps c ommanded  by Field  Marsha l Erwin 

Rommel c ame to their assistanc e. After a  bac k-and-forth series of ba ttles for c ontrol of Libya  and  parts of 

Egyp t, British Commonwea lth forc es under the c ommand  of Genera l Bernard  Montgomery eventua lly 

pushed  the Axis forc es bac k to Tunisia . 

 

Following on the Allied  Opera tion Torc h land ings in North West Afric a  in la te 1942 under the c ommand of 

Genera l Dwight Eisenhower, and  a fter Allied  ba ttles aga inst Vic hy Franc e forc es (whic h subsequently 

jo ined  the Allies), Commonwea lth and  US forc es fina lly p inc ered  the Axis forc es in northern Tunisia  and  

forc ed  their surrender. 

 

The 7th Armored  Division, (Egyp t) 

HQ Troops 

 

  Armoured  c a rs 

   11th Hussars (proven refer to file D3c ) 

   1st Roya l Dragoons (proven refer to file D2a) 

 

  Roya l Armoured  Corps 

   RHQ of 4th Roya l Tank Regiment  (proven refer to file D04) 

   RHQ of 7th Roya l Tank Regiment (Dingo’s not yet proven) 

 

 The 4th Armoured  Brigade 

   7th Hussars (Dingo’s not yet proven) 

   RHQ of 2nd  Roya l Tank Regiment (Dingo’s not yet proven) 

 

 The 7th Armoured  Brigade 

  RHQ of 1st Roya l Tank Regiment (Dingo’s not yet proven) 

   8th Hussars Kings Royal Irish (Dingo’s not yet proven) 

 

The 2nd  Armored  Division, (Libya ) 

HQ Troops 

  Armoured  c a rs 

   1st Kings Dragoons (proven refer to file Appendix 2 & D3c ) 

 

 The 3rd  Armoured  Brigade  

   3rd th Hussars (Dingo’s not yet proven see file D3a) 

   RHQ of 5th Roya l Tank Regiment  (proven refer to file D04). 

   RHQ of 6th Roya l Tank Regiment (proven refer to file D04) 

   RHQ of 3rd Roya l Tank Regiment                     (proven refer to file D04) 

 

 The 9th Armoured  Brigade  

   Sc out Tp  of the Wiltshire and  Warwic kshire Yeomanry Regts 

    (Dingo’s not yet proven refer to file D6a) 

 

Other Formations not opera ting  as part of d ivisions, in North Afric a . - 

 12th Lanc ers (Dingo’s not yet proven) 
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(Image c ourtesy of the IWM E18790) 

Photographer: Sgt Pa lmer of No 1 Army Film & Photographic  Unit 

Mareth Area  (Costa l Sec tor) 69th Bde 50th Div 

Desc rip tion: A Roya l Eng ineers offic er of 233 Fd  Coy in a  Da imler sc out c a r inspec ts the wrec kage of a  

German PzKpfw III tank b lown up  to p revent it being rec overed  by the enemy, North Afric a . 

31 Oc tober 1942 

 
(Image c ourtesy of internet, sourc e unknown) 

Desc rip tion: Da imler Sc out c a r in North Afric a . Unfortuna tely no markings a re visib le so its not possib le to 

estab lish the unit, note the Vic kers gun used  to inc reased  susta ined  firepower 
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(Image c ourtesy of the IWM E13262) 

Photographers: Vanderson (Lieut), Mc Laren (Lieut), Knight (Lieut) 

 Of No 1 Army Film & Photographic  Unit 

Desc rip tion:  Grant HQ tank and  Da imler sc out c a r, Libya , June 1942 

 
(Image c ourtesy of the IWM E12637) 

Photographer: Keating  G (Cap t), Morris S (Sgt) of No 1 Army Film & Photographic  Unit 

Desc rip tion: Grant tanks and  sc out c a rs of an a rmoured  b rigade headquarters in the Western Desert, 31 

May 1942.
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(Image c ourtesy of the http :/ / c as.awm.gov.au) 

 

Western Desert, Egyp t. 13 November 1942.  

Desc rip tion: RAF ground  c rews refuelling  the Stuart 3A1 tanks (foreground) and  Dingo sc out c a r in the 

front line from a  petrol bowser (tanker) a t right.  

 

In the bac kground  a re a  c onvoy of ambulanc es. Advanc ed  units of the RAF refuelled  in the front line 

Army tanks whic h had  been held  up  for lac k of petrol in the ba ttle for Sid i Barrani. Eight hundred  ya rds 

away ten German 88mm guns shelled  the road  and  twic e while the refuelling  was in p rogress, 

Messersc hmitt Bf109 fighter a irc ra ft a ttac ked  the vehic les. 

 

 Va luab le time was saved  and  c ongestions on the road  avoided  by this timely a id  from the RAF.  

Transport was moving up  quic kly and  the vehic les in front saw c olumns had  stopped . In a  short time the 

tanks were in ac tion aga in, and  the c onvoys moved  on.  

 

Our desert squadrons a re mob ile. Ground  Ma intenanc e and Repa ir Units, Stores and  Administra tive 

organisa tions c an pac k up  and  take to the road  a t two hours notic e. They follow the advanc e so quic kly 

tha t in the shortest possib le time Allied  a irc ra ft a re p ressing home a ttac ks from the most forward  a irfields. 

 

The unit whic h c a rried  out the refuelling  of the tanks was right in the front line until it was estab lished a t its 

fina l base. 
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(Image c ourtesy of the IWM E19084) 

PHOTOGRAPHER: Pa lmer (Sgt) No 1 Army Film & Photographic  Unit 

Desc rip tion:: A Da imler a rmoured  c a r b ring ing in p risoners during  the enemy retrea t from Egypt 

6 November 1942. 

 
(Image c ourtesy of the IWM ) 

Photographer: Army Film & Photographic  Unit 

Desc rip tion: A Da imler a rmoured  c ar opens fire in the g loom of ea rly morning a t the sta rt of the ba ttle for 

Tripoli 

18 January 1943 



 

 On Ac tive Servic e- WW2 North Afric a 1939-1943 

The Daimler Fighting Vehic les Projec t – Part Bc  

www.daimler-fighting-vehic les.c o.uk 

 

 6

 

(Image c ourtesy of the IWM E14129) 

PHOTOGRAPHER: Chetwyn (Sgt) No 1 Army Film & Photographic  Unit 

Desc rip tion: Newly-a rrived  Da imler a rmoured  c a rs being loaded  aboard  ra ilway fla tc a rs a t Port Tewfik, 

Egypt, 10 July 1942. 

 
( photo c ourtesy of Tank Museum possib ly IWM referenc e E16636) 

Desc rip tion: The c rew of a  d ingo Sc out c a r F19737 inspec ting  the site of a  burnt out a irc ra ft (Stuka?), in 

the Western desert. The rema ins of the two rad ia l eng ines c an be observed  to the left of the p ic ture. 

9.9.42 

 



 

 On Ac tive Servic e- WW2 North Afric a 1939-1943 

The Daimler Fighting Vehic les Projec t – Part Bc  

www.daimler-fighting-vehic les.c o.uk 

 

 7

 
( photo c ourtesy of Tank Museum) possib ly IWM Referenc e E14931 

Desc rip tion: The c rew of a  d ingo Sc out F19370 c onsc iously approac hing the burning wrec k of a  German 

transport.  26.7.42 

 
Image c ourtesy of the internet sourc e unknown  

Photographer: Unknown 

Desc rip tion :  Da imler sc out c a r c overed  in c amofa lge netting  
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Image c ourtesy of the IWM NA 14306 

 

North Afric a  

Photographer Sgt Gunn, War Offic e offic ia l photographer 

Base sa lvage Depot, men of the Ita lian labor units p reparing  sc rap  for b reaking up . 

26th April 1944 

 



 

 On Ac tive Servic e- WW2 North Afric a 1939-1943 

The Daimler Fighting Vehic les Projec t – Part Bc  

www.daimler-fighting-vehic les.c o.uk 

 

 9

 
Image c ourtesy of the IWM  

Artist Jac k Crippen, Minqar Qa 'im , North Afric a , 1943 

 

 
Image c ourtesy of the IWM  

Tunisia  

Photographer: War Offic e offic ia l photographer 

Desc rip tion :  Da imler a rmoured  c a r, possib ly of the Derbyshire Yeomanry entering  Tunisia   

7th May 1943 
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Image c ourtesy of the Bovington Tank Museum referenc e 2004-C6  

 

Photographer: Unknown 

Desc rip tion:  Da imler Armoured  Car lies abandoned  a fter being damaged , possib ly by a  mine. 

Da te unknown 

 

 

 


