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Cavalry of the Line 

The 9th Queens Lanc ers Regiment 

 

The 9th Queen's Lanc ers were a  c ava lry reg iment of the British Army. 

 

 

 

During  the Ind ian mutiny of 1857, the 9th Lanc ers ea rned  the name the Delhi Spearmen, a  name whic h is 

believed  to have been g iven to them by the mutineers themselves. 9th Lanc ers was p resent in a ll the three 

most notab le events assoc ia ted  with the Ind ian mutiny, namely, the seizure of Delhi, the seizure of 

Luc know and  the relief of Luc know. 

 

In its long and  eventful existenc e, sold iers and  offic ers of the 9th Lanc ers have partic ipa ted  in ac tions a t 

severa l p lac es inc lud ing South Afric a , World  War I and  World  War II. 

 

It was amalgamated  with the 12th Lanc ers on 11 September 1960, forming the 9th/ 12th Roya l Lanc ers 

(Princ e of Wa les's). 

 

EXPAND ON THERE ROLE IN WW2 

 

Trooper Burnard  Olham tells his story 

http :/ / www.bbc .c o.uk/ telling lives/ ww2/ 2004/ wolverhampton/ 01_wolverhampton_ww2_intermed ia ry.shtml 

 
(Photo sourc ed  from http :/ / www.bbc .c o.uk/ telling lves -) 

 

Stand ing in a  Da imler sc out c a r, Trooper Burnard  Oldham 

In Egypt 1940, the damage rec eived  to the front a  the vehic le was the result of the d river c rashing the c a r 

off a  c liff whilst lead ing a  c olumn of tanks! 

Note the Boyes anti tank rifle. 
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Cavalry of the Line 

The 12th Lanc ers Regiment 

 

The 9th Queen's Lanc ers were a  c ava lry reg iment of the British Army. 

The 12th Roya l Lanc ers (Princ e of Wa les's) was a  c ava lry reg iment of the British 

Army. 

The reg iment of d ragoons tha t was to bec ome the 12th Roya l Lanc ers was ra ised  

by Brigad ier-Genera l Phineas Bowles in 1715 aga inst the threa t of the Jac ob ite 

rebellion. In 1718 the reg iment was posted  to Ireland , where it rema ined  for 

seventy-five years.  
In 1768 King George III bestowed  the title of 'The 12th Princ e of Wa les's Reg iment of Light Dragoons, and 

the reg iment was g iven the badge of the three ostric h fea thers, and  the motto "Ic h Dien". 

In 1816, the 12th Light Dragoons were a rmed with lanc es a fter the c ava lry of Napoleon's Army had  shown 

their effec tiveness. 

 

The British Army removed  the lanc e from its weaponry in 1903, but an influentia l lobby sec ured  its re-

insta tement in 1909. 

 

The 12th Lanc ers served on the Western Front throughout World  War I. In the mob ile opening months of the 

war, c ava lry p layed  a  vita l role. On 29 August 1914, C Squadron of the 12th Lanc ers made a  suc c essful 

c harge aga inst a  d ismounted  squadron of Prussian Dragoons. The 9th/ 12th Roya l Lanc ers c elebra te 

Mons/ Moy Day annua lly, whic h c ommemora tes the last oc c asions on whic h eac h p redec essor reg iment 

c harged  with lanc es. In a ll, 166 offic ers and  men of 12th Lanc ers d ied  in World  War I. 

 

In 1928, the 12th Lanc ers gave up  their horses and  were equipped  with a rmoured  c a rs. 

 

EXPAND ON THERE ROLE IN WW2 

 

The 12th Roya l Lanc ers (Princ e of Wa les's) were amalgamated  with the 9th Queen's Roya l Lanc ers to form 

the 9th/ 12th Roya l Lanc ers (Princ e of Wa les's) in 1960. 

 
Image c ourtesy of the Bovington Tank Museum  

Photographer: not known 

Desc rip tion: A d river Da imler sc out c a r F206983 of the 12th Lanc ers relaxes in the sunshine,  

(Note the unit insignia  on the offic ers sleave) 

Ita ly c irc a  1944 
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Folowing is an extrac t of Persona l letter c onta ined  in the 6th RTR war d ia ry from Lt Col RN Wilson (former 

2i/ c ) to Lt Col Lia rdet.  

(It is thought tha t this is the Col Wilson who was serving  with the, 1 Armd Div , Rec c e Regt,  12 lanc ers, in 

North Afric a  and  had  been then Posted  to Ita ly as Corps troops). 

 

Rec eived  by Col Lia rdet November 1944. 6th RTR 

Now for my news. Well, as you must a lready know we c ame over to Ita ly with the Americ ans. Before we 

left N Afric a  – tha t awful p lac e c a lled  Homs – we d id  an enormous amount of tra ining for c lose c ountry, 

and  stud ied  b its of Ita ly etc , etc . we a lso d id  our Combined  Ops tra ining there, and  we never let up  for a  

minute.  

It was a ll very interesting as we were rea lly working on what the 4th Armd Bde had  found  out in Sic ily and  

passed  on to us. Also a  lot of theory stuff worked  out with our Infantry Bde in the Div. Of c ourse, it was 

nothing but improvisa tion type of tra ining  – the same as usua l, and  we c ould  not use the Shermans, B 

vehic les or anything a t a ll. So it was a ll TEWTs, d isc ussions and  lec tures. Still, it d id  work when we tried  it out 

here, whic h was luc ky.  

We ac tua lly c ame ahead  of Bde, and  were with the Infantry Bde for a  week before they landed . We had  

a  marvellous trip  over in LSTs, whic h a re a  wonderful invention and  very c omfortab le as long as it is a  

smooth sea . They roll like anything.  

We got into five of them. No.1 had  my ha lf of RHQ (two tanks, my Dingo, IOs Dingo and  two sec tions of 

Rec c e), one sqn tanks, A Ec helon (Sqn), Troop  of 25pdrs, Troop  AA. N0.2 had  the same, with the other ha lf 

of RHQ under the 2i/ c , a  Sqn and  a ll the rest the same. N0.3 had  one sqn, sec tion of Rec c e, it’ s A Ec helon, 

pa rt of B Ec helon. No.4 a  mixture of B & C Ec helon. No.5 the rema ining  pa rt of C Ec helon. We ac tua lly 

landed  No.1 and  2 on the first day, and  the rest about 20 hours la ter.  

It is essentia l in Combined  Ops I’m sure, tha t RHQ is sp lit, Sqns a re kept together and  a re self c onta ined , 

with their own sec tion of three, Sqn Leaders Dingo and  it’ s own A Ec helon of fitters, ammunition and  petrol.  

The first two Sqns must have their own troop  of guns, the reserve Sqn doesn’ t need  any. The grea t thing  is 

tha t eac h Sqn must be ab le and  p repared  to go stra ight into ac tion on beac hing.  

We found  it very easy to load  onto the LSTs and  very quic k. And , likewise, the d isembarka tion on the 

beac h in Ita ly (p lac e a  sec ret, but I am sure obvious!) p resented  no d iffic ulties and  was very quic k. 

Although done a fter midnight with not an awful lot of moon, it went like c loc kwork.  

We were heavily a ttac ked  from the a ir a t last light when still a t sea , the only damage being to my sta ff 

c a r, whic h was on the top  dec k of the LST – nothing  serious, only punc tured  a  water c an and  holing  the 

bodywork! Luc kily, they d idn’ t shell us on land ing, and  no bombers c ame over. The first few days was a  b it 

on the hec tic  side, as you c an imagine, but we rea lly had little to do, until the Bridgehead  was made 

sec ure by getting  dominating  high ground  – we c ouldn’ t get there.  

Our job  then sta rted  and  we were virtua lly turned  into ‘ I’  tanks and  I had  Sqns under c omd Infantry Bns, 

whic h we a ll ha te like poison. However, the d rill we had worked  out in Afric a  p roved  itself, and  the 

Forward  Body (or c omb ina tion of Point and  Vanguard  within the Advanc e Guard ) and  the whole, 

c onsisting  of one Sqn tanks, Sec  Rec c e, Infantry Coy, and  if possib le a  Bty or a t least a  troop , a lso some 

RE’s a ll under the c ommand of the tank Sqn Leader, p roved  itself.  

It is c erta inly a  good  basis to sta rt on, and  ac c ord ing to the c ountry, whether open or c lose, to va ry it. In 

rea lly c lose c ountry where it is ha rd  to get off the road  and  one c an see nothing (and  I mean not more 

than 80 to 100 ya rds) then the c orrec t ra tio is one Troop  of three tanks to one Coy of Infantry and  working  

in support of the Infantry who move in front of and  to about 200 to 300 ya rds to eac h flank of the tank 

troop , who if on the road  work as a  Snake Pa trol, if ac ross c ountry as the old  Point, Comd and  Reserve. I 

am c onvinc ed  tha t in this type of c ountry tanks should  a lways have Infantry under c ommand , and  it is 

pure murder and  stup id  to make tanks go in without Infantry.  

    The days of the Motor Bn, until they get the new Home WE, is finished , they a re, as we’ve a lways sa id , 

too thin on the ground  and  c luttered  up  with a  lot of very unnec essary transport whic h takes up  too muc h 

road  spac e. Lorried  Infantry a re the only thing , but they must be p repared  to get onto their feet and  ac t 

as sc outs for the tanks who a re c ompletely b lind  in this type of c lose and  d iffic ult c ountry, full of d itc hes, 

bog and  every type of known obstac le both a rtific ia l and  na tura l.  

    Infantry c ommanders want to try and  posses a  tank mind , whic h they haven’ t got a t the moment. They 

seem willing  to lose a  tank instead  if one infantryman in many c ases. They get very angry when you tell 

them, and  I think it’ s a  wonder tha t I am still here! So don’ t be surp rised  if you here I’ ve had  a  Fowler!  
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Image c ourtesy of the Imperia l War Museum Referenc e VIE 1021 

Photographer: Lambert R P (Sergeant) No 2 Army Film & Photographic  Unit 

Desc rip tion: Armoured  c a rs and  sc out c a rs of the 12th Roya l Lanc ers a rrive a t Meid ling  Barrac ks, Austria , 

where the reg iment took over ga rrison duties from the 2nd  Batta lion, Lanc ashire Fusiliers. 

Period : 1945 -21 September 1945 

 

    Ac tua lly, in the first party with the Lorried  Infantry Bde, it a ll went very well and  we got everything we set 

out to get fa irly quic kly and  with very little loss. I only lost 4 tanks – two b rewed up  by SP guns, one 

immob ilised  by an SP but repa irab le, and  one on a  mine whic h b lew one c omplete assembly off and  

b roke the trac k. It was on the road aga in within six hours and  in the front line without the assembly, and  

was fully repa ired  la ter. I lost two c a rriers and  a  Dingo as well. Sinc e then I’ ve only had  two tank c asua lties, 

both on mines and  not bad ly damaged , and  four c a rriers and  three Dingos. As regards personnel, we’ve 

had  had  three killed  (a ll ORs), four offic ers and  about six ORs wounded . So we c an’ t g rumb le.  

    We d id  one advanc e without any Infantry and over very c lose c ountry and  d iffic ult going , getting  a  Sqn 

up  a  mounta in – ra ther like, and  worse than, the p lac e on the TEWT on the Turkish Border we d id  – under 

enemy fire and  observa tion, and  taking  another high fea ture as well. It meant the whole way being 

rec c ed  on foot by Rec c e Troop  and  tank c rews a rmed with Tommy guns, owing to bog, A/ Tk obstac les, 

mines ga lore (we had  no RE’s) c ra ters in the road  and  b ridges b lown. Why one is not g iven Infantry or 

even a  Motor Pl I c an’ t understand .  

    When it was a ll over I put in a  report to the effec t tha t both a  tank and  its c rew were p resumab ly more 

va luab le than an Infantry sold ier, and  tha t if none c ould  be g iven to me, I p roposed  tha t the WE of an 

Armd Regt be amended  and  the following added . 

    Three White sc out c a rs, eac h with a  c rew of 1 NCO and  6 men a rmed with Tommy guns and  tra ined  in 

mine lifting  with a  detec tor, and  in demolitions. The c ar itself to have a  20mm dua l purpose gun with c rew. 
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Eac h c rew to be a  kind  on ‘ c ombat team’  and  to be put under c ommand of the lead ing Sqns as the CO 

thinks fit. They a re then kept a t Sqn HQ until needed . They then do any rec c e tha t is required  on foot. I’ ve 

only just sent the report in, as the opera tion is only over a  few days, and  so fa r have not heard  any 

c omments.  

    All the tanks whic h have been lost through A/ Tk guns have been due to very well sited  and  

c amouflaged  105 SP guns (only a  very few 88’s have been met) whic h have opened  up  a t between 80 

and  120 ya rds. They were quite impossib le to see. It is vita l to have Infantry working in front of the tanks. 

We’ve been luc ky in this respec t and haven’ t lost so many tanks as the other Bns so fa r.  

    The Rec c e Troop  is even more important than we ever thought. Information just doesn’ t c ome over the 

Rear Link as we were used  to getting  it in the desert, and  very little – in fac t nothing – c omes from the Armd 

Cars, who just c an’ t opera te exc ep t very, very oc c asiona lly on a  flank.  

    So, the only information a  CO c an get is from his own Rec c e Troop . It means the standard  has to be very 

high indeed . It’ s essentia l for every vehic le in the Troop  to have a  wireless set and  the usua l tra ining we 

a lways ta lked  about. It is so important tha t I have got a  Capta in c ommand ing it and  three Lts in it as 

sec tion c ommanders, and  full of good  Sgts, L/ Sgts and  Cp ls. 

I have it organised  with an HQ of 1 Dingo and  1 c a rrier. One c a rrier Troop  of 3 sec tions of 3 c a rriers in eac h, 

and  1 Dingo Troop  and  three sec tions eac h of 3 Dingos. 

Then four Dingos on RHQ – CO, 2i/ c , RIO, and  IM (LO shares 2i/ c ). Eac h Sqn Leader has a  Dingo and  it is 

vita l for him to have it a t a ll times.  I am supposed  to be getting  the new WE of 10 sawn-off Honeys and  5 

Dingos in the Interc om Troop  whic h I think will be better.  

The .5 AA gun on the Sherman is quite useless as we never see any enemy a ir, and  I’ ve g iven nearly a ll of 

them to my Rec c e and  to the Motor Coy (both love them and  have used them a  grea t dea l with marked  

suc c ess; the Germans do not like them.) The wireless is most tric ky in this c ountry. It has been found  tha t in 

some d istric ts one c an’ t get over a  mile. It’ s d read ful a t night and  everyone is send ing out Step-ups a ll the 

time.  

One lives a  pec ulia r type of life whic h is rea lly from one fa rmhouse to the next, eac h being d irtier and  

having more fleas, bed  bugs and  every kind  of c rawling  c rea ture there is. One is forc ed  into them for 

c over from the ra in, mud  and  damn c hill wind  a t night. We have been luc ky onc e or twic e and  had  nic e 

houses, but they a re not easy to c ome by. The loc a l inhab itants a re just ghastly, d irty and  genera lly on a  

par with the ‘ Wog’ . There is p lenty of food  about and  every known type of fruit and  vegetab le by the 

thousand . I’ ve even had  oysters and  a  type of mac kerel.  

The b ig  snag is tha t a ll the roads, exc ept for the ma in ones whic h one doesn’ t see a  lot of, a re dust roads, 

la rge c louds of thin powdery white dust goes up  whenever a  vehic le moves. It makes it very hard  to move 

up  any tanks without g iving ones position away, so we’ve fitted  dust shields a t the bac k, b loc ked  on eac h 

side and  c urved  up  towards heaven. It is fitted  immed ia tely below the two exhaust p ipes (we have a ll 

d iesel Shermans).  

    It takes the LAD and  fitters very little time to c arry out, but must be made from strong meta l or sheeting 

and  made as a  permanent fixture. It definitely stops 80% of the dust.  

    We were sent over with the most stup id  light c amouflage whic h was quite useless and  just showed us up  

to everyone. I’ ve now managed  to get a ll my tanks and  rec c e done with b lac k and  dark green, and  it’ s 

just the answer. I only hope I c an get enough pa int for the transport.  

I’m sure in this type of warfa re tha t eac h Sqn must have it’ s a  Ec helon , only a  small one, with it a t a ll times, 

espec ia lly when Sqns a re separa ted  by many miles with few la tera l roads between them whic h usua lly 

haven’ t been c lea red  of mines or b lows in the road  repa ired . It a lso ensures c rews getting  the maximum of 

sleep .  

Road  c ongestion is d read ful a t times, and  unit Provost on tra ffic  c ontrol is essentia l. Plenty of Bn signs a re 

needed , pa rtic ula rly Bn Tac  HQ signs. Don’ t forget tha t c olours we used in the desert a re no good  and 

c an’ t be seen, white, b lac k and  yellow a re best. Red  must be very b rilliant to be of rea l use, I don’ t know 

why, and  of c ourse it tends to fade quic kly with the ra in and  c ontinua lly being moved  about.  

To be c amouflage minded  is essentia l, they a re very bad  out here even in view of the enemy. OPs c an 

see little , even from the top  floors of high houses. The Air OP is essentia l and  inva luab le we have found . DRs 

with RHQ are a lso inva luab le.  

As regards fitters, we find  they must travel with their Sqns, the BTA floa ting. EME travels right up  and has with 

him his two Sc ammels. There a re a lways the road-d itc hed  tank and  c a rrier owing to the na ture of the 

c ountry. One doesn’ t need  anything like the amount of petrol or d iesel out here tha t one has been used  

to, but ammunition rema ins the same. Rec c e vehic les, however, still require p lenty of MT. I find  it nec essary 

to have a  kind  of Depot Vehic le for DRs and  Rec c e Troop and  Provost on Motor Cyc les, kit and  ra tions. This 

is c omb ined  on a  lorry for the Provost p lus a ll the signs. It goes in A Ec helon, if Bde don’ t see it! 
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Image c ourtesy of the Imperia l War Museum Referenc e VIE 1019 

PHOTOGRAPHER: Lambert R P (Sergeant):No 2 Army Film & Photographic  Unit 

 

Desc rip tion: An a rmoured  c a r F207560 of the 12th Roya l Lanc ers a rrives in Vienna  where the reg iment took 

over ga rrison duties from the 2nd  Batta lion, Lanc ashire Fusiliers. The reg iment was sta tioned  a t Meid ling  

Barrac ks. 

 

21 September 1945
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Photo sourc ed  from Imperia l War Museum  VIE 1020 

Photographer: Lambert R P (Sergeant) of No 2 Army Film & Photographic  Unit 

 

Desc rip tion:.Armoured  c ars (F207434) and  sc out c a rs of the 12th Roya l Lanc ers move through Vienna  

towards Meid ling  Barrac ks where the reg iment took over ga rrison duties from the 2nd  Batta lion, Lanc ashire 

Fusiliers. 

 

21 September 1945 



 

The Dingo Register, The Daimler Fighting Vehic les Projec t – Part D3b 

Cavarlry of the Line 

 9th, 12th, 16th/ 5th, 17th/ 21st, 24th & 27th Lanc ers 

 

 8

 

Cavalry of the Line 

The 16th/ 5th The Queen's Royal Lancers 

 

The 16th/ 5th The Queen's Roya l Lanc ers were a  c ava lry reg iment of the 

British Army from 1922 to 1993. 

 

It was formed a t Luc know in Ind ia  as 16th/ 5th Lanc ers by the 

ama lgamation of two reg iments, 16th The Queen's Lanc ers and  5th Roya l 

Irish Lanc ers. 

 

 
 

The Inter-War Years 

 

Although it seemed apparent to many tha t the Great War had  marked  the fina l demise of the c ava lry, the 

inter-war years still saw the new Regiment serving as c ava lry in Ind ia , Egypt and  Sc otland . It was while in 

Risa lpur, now Pakistan, tha t the 16th/ 5th Lanc ers held  their last mounted  parade and handed  over their 

horses before returning to England  in January 1940. 

On their return, the 16th/ 5th were b rigaded  with the 17th/ 21st Lanc ers and  2nd  Lothian and  Border Horse. 

This formation was to rema in together throughout the Sec ond  World  War. Initia lly the Brigade was 

designated  the 1st Motor Mac hine Gun Brigade emp loyed  in anti-invasion duties in Kent and  Essex. In 

November 1940, the Brigade was re-designated  the 26th Armoured  Brigade and  bec ame part of the 6th 

Armoured  Division. Tra ining on their new Va lentine and  Matilda  tanks took p lac e during  1941 and early 

1942, before their dep loyment to North Afric a . 

 

The Sec ond  World  War: North Afric a  1942-3 

 

After the land ings in Algeria , from November 1942 until sp ring 1943 the 16th/ 5th were c ampa igning in 

Tunisia , their ob jec tive being Tunis itself. Ea rly in 1943 the Reg iment rec eived  the new Americ an Sherman 

tanks, a  vast improvement on their o ld  Va lentines and  Matildas, both in terms of firepower and  p rotec tion. 

It was with these tanks tha t the Reg iment fought in the ba ttles of Kasserine, Fondouk, Bord j, Djebel, 

Kournine and  the fina l ba ttle for Tunis. After their ha rd -earned  vic tory in North Afric a  the Brigade were 

withd rawn to reorganise, re-equip  and  rest in p repara tion for the invasion of Ita ly. 

Message rec eived  from 26th Armoured  Brigade in the Field , 13th May 1943: The Corps Commander sends 

his heartiest c ongra tula tions to a ll ranks in this Brigade and  wishes them to know tha t it was la rgely due to 

their efforts tha t a ll the enemy both east of Tunis and  opposite the 8th Army were either killed  or c ap tured . 

 

Ita ly 1944 

 

The Reg iment landed  in Nap les in January 1944, a t the outset of a  sixteen gruelling  months' c ampa ign in 

Ita ly. Unlike the North Afric an desert, Ita ly was not idea l a rmoured  c ountry. On the whole it was very c lose 

and  dotted  with vineyards and  olive groves, c omp lemented  by formidab le mounta in ranges. The 

Regiment's rec ord  in Ita ly was most impressive: ac tions a t Cassino in May 1944, fighting as d ismounted  

infantry in the Apennine mounta ins outside Florenc e during the winter of 1944/ 45 and  fighting in the fina l 

ba ttle of The Po Va lley.  

On 2nd  May 1945, the German a rmy in Ita ly surrendered , followed  days la ter by the unc ond itiona l 

surrender of a ll enemy forc es. The 16th/ 5th Lanc ers found  themselves further west than any other reg iment 

in the 8th Army, ac tua lly linking  up  with the Americ an 5th Army. With peac e c ame the awesome task of 

rec onstruc tion. For this the Regiment bec ame part of the oc c upation forc es in Austria  and  Sc hleswig-

Holstein, where they had  to dea l with the c onsequenc es tha t war had  b rought to this pa rt of Europe and  

the unprec edented  numbers of refugees. 

 

In 1947 HRH Princ ess Elizabeth was appointed  Colonel-in-Chief of the 16th/ 5th Lanc ers. Seven years la ter, 

on her ac c ession to the throne, the Regiment was designa ted  16th/ 5th The Queen's Roya l Lanc ers. To 

mark this the old  16th Lanc ers c olla r badge was rep lac ed  by the c omb ined  16th Lanc ers 'Queen 
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Charlotte's c ypher' and  5th Lanc ers 'Irish ha rp '; this bec ame known as The Queen's Badge and  is still worn 

today by The Queen's Roya l Lanc ers as c olla r badges. 

 

Egyp t 1947-1948 

 

Although the war was over and  the Emp ire d ramatic a lly reduc ed  in size, the 16th/ 5th Lanc ers c ontinued  its 

trad ition of servic e abroad . In 1948, a lmost immed ia tely a fter its return from Germany, the Reg iment 

served  overseas for five years in Egypt (Cyerna ic a  and  Tripolitania ). This dep loyment was a t a  pa rtic ula rly 

sensitive time as the na tiona list pa rty in Egypt was ga ining influenc e. This c ame to a  head  in 1952 with the 

overthrow of King Farouk by the repub lic an na tiona list Colonel Nasser, marking  the beg inning of the end  

of British influenc e in the Near East. 

  
DAC F20192 Seuz     DAC F117286 

 
Despensing with the use of theire No2 c ook sets, the c rew here use the famous Bengazi c ooker 

 

Images c ourtesy of Trooper Tom Burt 

Photographer: Tom Burt 

Desc rip tion: An a rmoured  c a rs of 1st Troop , C Squadron, 16-5th Lanc ers. 

Circ a  1946 -47 
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DAC F207414, Driver Tic h Coleman, Commander Douglas & Gunner Tom Burt 

.  

 

 
DAC F207414 

 

Images c ourtesy of Trooper Tom Burt 

Photographer: Tom Burt 

Desc rip tion: An a rmoured  c a rs of 1st Troop , C Squadron, 16-5th Lanc ers. 

Circ a  1946 -47 
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On pa trol a long the Cana l 

 
DAC F283668, undergoing a  ma jor servic e 

 
The Guy a rmoured  c ommand vehic le. 

Tha t amoung other important things c onta ined  the c ommand ing offic ers hammoc k! 

Images c ourtesy of Trooper Tom Burt 

Photographer: Tom Burt 

Desc rip tion: An a rmoured  c a rs of 1st Troop , C Squadron, 16-5th Lanc ers. 

Circ a  1946 -47 
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DSC F48476 being rec overed  a fter a  b reakdown 

 
DSC F205397 named ‘Miss – Fire’  

 
DSC F340786 named ‘Ma idens Prayer’  

Images c ourtesy of Trooper Tom Burt 

Photographer: Tom Burt 

Desc rip tion: An a rmoured  c a rs of 1st Troop , C Squadron, 16-5th Lanc ers. 

Circ a  1946 -47 
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Image c ourtesy of Trooper Tom Burt 

Photographer: Tom Burt 

Desc rip tion: Tom Burt (c entre) and  fea rless c olleagues, 

 1st Troop , C Squadron, 16-5th Lanc ers. 

Circ a  1946 -47 
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DSC F64256 named ‘Some – Chic ken’   

This was Trooper Ainsworths Dingo 

 

Images c ourtesy of Trooper Tom Burt 

Photographer: Tom Burt 

Desc rip tion: An a rmoured  c a rs of 1st Troop , C Squadron, 16-5th Lanc ers. 

Circ a  1946 -47 
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DSC F64353 Some Nec k  DSC F207009 loosing a  c ontest with a  tank transporter 

 
DSC F351147, 25th Dec ember 1946, everyone is d runk! 

 

Images c ourtesy of Trooper Tom Burt 

Photographer: Tom Burt 

Desc rip tion: An a rmoured  c a rs of 1st Troop , C Squadron, 16-5th Lanc ers. 

Circ a  1946 -47 
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Images c ourtesy of Trooper Tom Burt 

Photographer: Tom Burt 

Desc rip tion: An a rmoured  c a rs of 1st Troop , C Squadron, 16-5th Lanc ers. 

Circ a  1946 -47 

 

Use of Da imlers in Egyp t 

 

Cfn R Barnes REME c onfirms tha t the 16/ 5th used  Da inler sc out c a rs in Eygp t between 1949 and  1950, these 

were withd rawn from servic e and  rep lac ed  with new Humbers. 
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The Cold  War 1953-89: Aden, Bahra in, Hong Kong 

 

From 1953 and  for muc h of the next thirty five years, the Regiment was in the forefront of the Cold  War, 

serving as part of the British Army of the Rhine (BAOR) in a  va riety of roles; a t times pa trolling  the East-West 

German border, and  a lways c a rrying out a  vigorous tra ining p rogramme as an important pa rt of the NATO 

deterrent aga inst the c ommunist Warsaw Pac t c ountries of Eastern Europe led  by the Soviet Union. The 

Cold  War was fina lly won with the demise of c ommunism symbolised  by the fa ll of the Berlin wa ll in 1989. 

The Reg iment was equipped  with Centurion and  la ter Chiefta in tanks, and  was the first reg iment to dep loy 

anti-tank guided  missiles (Swingfire). In 1970 the Regiment won the c oveted  Canad ian Army Trophy for 

NATO tank gunnery. The 16th/ 5th Lanc ers were the last British reg iment to win this p rize. This period  was 

interspersed  with tours of duty as a  rec ruit tra ining reg iment and  squadron dep loyments to Aden, Bahra in 

and  Hong Kong. 

 

Northern Ireland , Cyprus 1970's 

 

In 1971 a t the height of the 'troub les' in Northern Ireland , the 16th/ 5th took over the role of resident 

a rmoured  c a r reg iment from the 17th/ 21st. For eighteen months they were engaged  in numerous routine 

and  spec ific  sec urity opera tions,  

 

Just as interesting and  slightly more unique was the pa rt the Regiment p layed  in another sec ta rian c onflic t 

in Cyprus. In July 1974 the hostility between the Turkish and  Greek Cypriots developed  into open warfa re 

when the Turks invaded  the north of Cyprus. At the time B Squadron the 16th/ 5th Lanc ers were dep loyed  

in Cyprus as pa rt of the British Sovereign Base. The Cyprus Emergenc y required  the dep loyment of la rger 

numbers of troops in order to ma inta in the sec urity of British na tiona ls resident on the island . To tha t end  

RHQ, A and  HQ Squadrons 16th/ 5th Lanc ers were dep loyed  to the island  in order to fac ilita te the 

evac uation of British and foreign families from Nic osia  and  Famagusta  to Sovereign Base Areas. To further 

c omplic a te matters for the Reg iment, onc e in theatre they were required  to re-badge to United  Nations 

forc es. It was in this guise tha t they oc c up ied  Nic osia  a irport a fter whic h a  tense stand  off with the heavily 

a rmed  Turks ensued . 16th/ 5th ac tions were c onduc ted  in suc h a  p rofessiona l and  suc c essful manner tha t 

the Regiment was p ra ised  for its ac tion in Parliament on two separa te oc c asions - something whic h had  

not oc c urred  sinc e the end  of the Sec ond  World  War. 
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Cavalry of the Line 

17th/ 21st Lancers  

The 17th/ 21st Lanc ers was a  c ava lry reg iment of the British Army from 1922 to 

1993. 

It was formed in 1922 in England  by the amalgamation of the 17th Lanc ers 

(Duke of Cambridge's Own) and  the 21st Lanc ers (Empress of Ind ia 's). From 

1930 to 1939 it was dep loyed  overseas; first in Egyp t for two years, and  then in 

Ind ia  for seven. In 1938 the reg iment was mec hanised a t Tidworth, the 

Regiment quic kly estab lished  their reputa tion not only in milita ry p rofic ienc y 

but a lso on the sporting  field . In 1927.  
The 17th/ 21st Lanc ers were posted  to Meerut, Ind ia , in 1930, but it was not until 1938 eleven years a fter the 

loss of the lanc e tha t the Reg iment were first mec hanised . The outb reak of war saw the Reg iment 

immed ia tely posted  bac k to England. After initia lly being emp loyed  as c ounter invasion forc es, they 

bec ame part of the newly formed  6th Armoured  Division, tra ining with Va lentine and  Matilda  tanks. The 

Reg iment rema ined  with the new d ivision in Eng land  until 1942 when they were warned  off for ac tive 

servic e in North Afric a . 

 

The Sec ond  World  War: North Afric a  1942-3 

The Reg iment eventua lly dep loyed  to North Afric a  in November 1942. They were not however initia lly 

dep loyed  with the Division but as pa rt of 'Blade Forc e' under Lieutenant Colonel Hull, a  17th/ 21st Lanc er. 

The p lan was tha t Blade Forc e would  ac t as a  spearhead  invasion forc e into Tunisia . The Forc e was to 

move from Alg iers, in c onc ert with the 8th Army who were moving west from Egyp t, having advanc ed  

from El Alamein. The role of the 17th/ 21st Lanc ers within Blade Forc e was to p rovide a  flank guard  for the 

78th Division, whic h was to oc c upy the c ity. Blade Forc e made a  rap id  advanc e of 300 miles before being 

held  up  a t the T-roads between Sid i Nasir sta tion and  Mateur by strong German resistanc e. This delay 

a llowed  the Germans to reinforc e and  thus foil the b id  to c ap ture Tunis. As a  result Blade Forc e was b roken 

up  and  the 17th/ 21st Lanc ers were returned  to 26th Armoured  Brigade. 

 

 
17-21 Lanc ers Patrol c irc a  1940 

(Photo sourc ed  from www.qrl.uk.c om-film c lip ) 
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On the 19th of February 1943, the Germans launc hed  a  c ounter a ttac k into the Kasserine Pass towards 

Tha la . The Brigade was tasked  with stopp ing the German advanc e. By dawn on the 21st, the Reg iment 

was in a  position b loc king the road  from Tha la  to Kasserine. All tha t day it fought a  d iffic ult delaying ac tion 

in whic h fourteen tanks were lost. At dusk the Regiment retired  into a  leaguer. After a  short time the sound  

of tanks moving on the road  was heard ; the enemy had  resumed his advanc e in the dark and  led  the 

a ttac k with a  Va lentine tank whic h had  been abandoned  by the Reg iment a t Tebourba  in Dec ember. 

This ruse c omp letely dec eived  the infantry in front of the regimenta l leaguer. It was not until the Germans 

opened  fired  tha t anyone rea lised  what had  happened . The first person to reac t was the Ad jutant, 

Capta in Ponsonby, who firing  the gun of his own tank, destroyed  four German tanks in quic k suc c ession. 

Soon the other tanks jo ined  in and  three more tanks were destroyed . The German a ttac k d issolved ; 

a lthough the Reg iment rema ined  in the a rea  for the next three days, the Germans d id  not renew it, but 

retired  eastwards. 

 

Protec ted  only by the inferior a rmour of the Va lentine and  out gunned  by the German tanks, the c ost was 

high. Although the pass was held , the 17th/ 21st Lanc ers was reduc ed  to only twelve tanks. It was a fter this 

enc ounter tha t the Reg iment was withd rawn from the line and  re-equipped  with the Americ an Sherman 

tank mounting  a  75mm gun. 

 

This rep resented  a  grea t improvement on the old  'Tommy Cookers' (Va lentines), both in terms of firepower 

and  a rmoured  p rotec tion. 

 

The stage was now set for the Battle of Fondouk, on the 8th and  9th April, in whic h the Reg iment was to 

p lay a  lead ing role. The Fondouk Pass was a  fla t, open p la in, 1000 yards wide, domina ted  on both sides by 

steep  roc ky heights. The p lan was for the Reg iment to b reak through the pass and  c ut off the retrea ting  

German forc es. During  a  rec onna issanc e on the evening of the 8th, the Reg iment lost four tanks. At 9.00 

a .m. on the 9th the 17th/ 21st was ordered  to forc e the Pass a t any c ost. The a rea  was mined , and  c overed  

by both a rtillery and  anti-tank guns positioned  both in the pass and  on the high ground . For two hours the 

Reg iment tried  to b reak through the Pass, susta ining  suc h heavy losses tha t only a  hand ful of tanks were 

left in ac tion. Information tha t the d ry riverbed  to the left might p rove to be a  way through was passed  to 

Brigade Headquarters. At 11.30, 6th Armoured  Brigade ordered  the 16th/ 5th Lanc ers to try tha t route, 

whic h desp ite a  number of losses to men and  tanks, p roved  suc c essful. 

Although the subsequent b reak-through was ac hieved , the delay a llowed  the German forc es to retrea t 

unmolested  towards Tunis. Reg imenta l losses were eleven killed  and  thirty-two wounded , with thirty-two 

tanks put out of ac tion, twenty-seven beyond  further use. 

 

May saw the fina l ac tion of the North Afric a  c ampa ign with the c apture of the Cap  Bon Peninsula . The 

Germans were trying to delay its c ap ture long enough to a llow evac uation of their Army by sea . The 

Regiment c onduc ted  a  'c harge' a long the beac h tota lly out manoeuvring the German defensive 

positions. Enemy resistanc e c rumbled , thousands of p risoners were taken, and  thus ended  the c ampa ign. 

After nine months out of ac tion, Marc h 1944 saw the 17th/ 21st Lanc ers, still as part of 6th Armoured  

Division, dep loyed  to Ita ly. The North Afric an c ampa ign marked  the height of a llied  a rmoured  warfa re. 

Ahead  lay a  new c ountry, with d iffic ult terra in tha t would  require new tac tic s. Even though the dominant 

role of the tank would  no longer be so p ronounc ed , the reg iment still p layed  its part to the full in the Ita lian 

c ampa ign 
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(Photo sourc ed  from Imperia l War Museum-) 

Photo Referanc e NA2445 

Photographer: Army Film & Photographic  Unit 

Desc rip tion: Sold iers of the 17th/ 21st Lanc ers c hec king over the eng ine of a  Dingo sc out c a r numbered  

F48668, near Goubella t. 

26 April 1943 
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(Photo sourc ed  from Imperia l War Museum-) 

Photo Referanc e NA2446 

 

Photographer: Army Film & Photographic  Unit 

Desc rip tion: Sold iers of the 17th/ 21st Lanc ers resting near Goubella t,rest while da inler sc out c a r F48662 lays 

c onc ea led  under makeshift c amouflage 

 

26 April 1943 
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Ita ly 1942 

 

The Reg iment a rrived  in Ita ly during  the p repara tion phase for the assault on the Gustav Line, a  defensive 

line running the entire length of Ita ly and  hinged  on Monte Cassino. The assault began on 11th May 1944 

with the c rossing of the River Gari. The 17th/ 21st moved  to their b ridge-c rossing site 'Amazon' during the 

night only to find  tha t the b ridges had  not been la id , due to a ll the eng ineer bulldozers having  been 

knoc ked  out.  

As a  result the Regiment were forc ed to improvise, using their tanks to shunt a  Ba iley Bridge into position 

and  thus effec t a  c rossing. 

 

By the 14th the Corps had  ac hieved  nineteen c rossings and  by the 16th the p ressure on the Germans 

p roved  so grea t tha t they were forc ed  to abandon the Gustav Line. It took the Canad ians a  further five 

days to b reec h the Adolf Hitler Line a fter whic h the road  to Rome was effec tively c lea r.  

 

The advanc e north of Rome p roved itself even harder than in the south. There were only three routes 

c apab le of supporting  a rmoured  formations with the Germans c overing  a ll of them with d irec t and  

ind irec t fire. 

The delaying ac tion the Germans fought was so effec tive it took the Allies four months to reac h the Gothic  

Line. The winter of 1944/ 1945 saw the 17th/ 21st taking  their turn as infantry on the Gothic  Line in The 

Apennine Mounta ins, not only manning trenc hes but mac hine guns and  morta rs.  

 

For the Reg iment the ba ttle of The Po Va lley p roved  to be the fina l ac tion of the war. By VE Day the 

17th/ 21st Lanc ers had  lost 21 offic ers and  135 other ranks killed . 
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Greec e, Egypt, Pa lestine 1945-48 

 

As the Reg iment had  not dep loyed from Eng land  until 1942 they were not due an immed ia te return to 

Brita in. As a  result, a fter c omp leting  their oc c upation duties in Austria , they were posted  to Greec e in 

Oc tober 1946 where they c onduc ted  interna l sec urity duties and  famine relief. 

 

In Oc tober 1947 the Reg iment was sent to the Suez Cana l Zone where it was redesignated  as an 

Armoured  Car Reg iment. From the c a lm of Suez the 17th/ 21st were posted  to Pa lestine. At the time 

Pa lestine was in a  sta te of c ivil war, with both Jews and  Arabs fighting for independenc e both from eac h 

other and  British rule. The Regiment was involved  in the opera tion of a rmoured  ra il c a rs, frontier pa trols and  

esc ort duties. In the one year tha t they served  in Pa lestine (1948) the Regiment lost two offic ers and  

fourteen other ranks killed . 

 

  
 

  
Photo c ourtesy of  Peter Hommes (Netherlands) 

Photographer: unknown 

Desc rip tion:. Daimler a rmoured  c a r F117516 and Sc out c a r F67518 of the  17/ 21 Lanc ers in Egypt. 

 

Note the very ra re p ic ture of a  Dingo F340894 c onverted  to run on ra ilways lines by the fitment of spec ia ly 

adap ted  wheels. 

Circ a  1945-47 
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Photo c ourtesy of  Peter Hommes (Netherlands) 

Photographer: unknown 

Desc rip tion:. Daimler a rmoured  c ar F20293 and  Sc out c a rs  F340855 & 340696 of the 17/ 21 Lanc ers in Egyp t. 

 

Circ a  1945-47 
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Photo c ourtesy of  http :/ / www.servic epa ls.c om 

Photographer: unknown 

Desc rip tion:. Daimler a rmoured  c a r F20107? Of the  17/ 21 Lanc ers  in Mountc a rmel Pa lestine  

Circ a  1946-47 

 
Photo c ourtesy of  http :/ / www.servic epa ls.c om 

Photographer: unknown 

Desc rip tion:. Daimler sc out c a r F351178 Of the 17/ 21 Lanc ers  in Mountc a rmel Pa lestine  

Circ a  1948 
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Photo c ourtesy of  http :/ / www.warwheels.c om 

Photographer: unknown 

Desc rip tion:. Daimler a rmoured  c ar F207603 and Sc oyt Car F340729 of the 17/ 21 Lanc ers  Pa lestine  

Circ a  1946 

 

 

The Cold  War 1953-89 

 

The ma in role of the 17th/ 21st Lanc ers servic e a fter the war was as pa rt of the British Army of the Rhine 

serving as part of NATO's c onventiona l deterrent aga inst the Warsaw Pac t Armies of Eastern Europe. It a lso 

served  throughout the world  with both squadron and  troop  dep loyments to Hong Kong, Borneo, Aden, 

Libya , Belize, Kuwa it and  Cyprus.  

The ma in opera tiona l c ommitment post war for the Reg iment was in Northern Ireland . Sinc e 1969 and  the 

beg inning of the 'troub les', the 17th/ 21st were regula rly dep loyed  to the p rovinc e in both mounted  and  

d ismounted  roles. The Reg iment was emp loyed  in Sa lad in, Sarac en and  Ferret a rmoured  c a rs during  the 

first two and b lood iest years of the troub les. The Regiment a lso c onduc ted  d ismounted  four-month 

emergenc y tours 
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Photo c ourtesy of Mr. Leslie Thac ker 

Photographer: unknown 

Desc rip tion:. The c rew of two Da imler sc out c a rs 14ZS90/ F205655 & 14ZS95/ F47641 p repare for a  c old  night 

in the open. 

Circ a  1950’s. 
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Photo c ourtesy of Mr. Leslie Thac ker 

Photographer: unknown 

Desc rip tion:. Making the assumption tha t the lea rner d river is the same tha t is shown here well bogged  

down in the mud! The the c a r would  be 07ZS15 /  F340579 

Circ a  1950’s. 
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Cavalry of the Line 

The 24th Lanc ers  

 

The 24th Lanc ers was a  c ava lry reg iment of the British Army from 1940 to 1944 

 

 

 

The reg iment was ra ised  in Dec ember 1940 from a  c adre of personnel taken from the 9th Queen's Roya l 

Lanc ers and the 17th/ 21st Lanc ers, and  was assigned  to 29th Armoured  Brigade of 11th Armoured  Division. 

It was la ter reassigned  to 8th Armoured  Brigade. 

 

With the 8th Armoured Brigade, the reg iment landed  on Gold  Beac h, in the sec ond  wave of the 

Opera tion Overlord  land ings, supporting  the 50th (Northumbrian) Infantry Division. 

 

After intensive ac tion in the Tilly-sur-Seulles, Fontenay-le-Pesnel, Tessel Wood  and  Rauray a reas, the 

Regiment was d isbanded  towards the end  of July 1944 and personnel transferred  to other Reg iments. Most 

went to other units in the 8th Armoured  Brigade or the 29th Armoured  Brigade in the 11th Armoured  

Division. 

 

In January 1957 it was awarded  seven ba ttle honours for servic e in 1944: Putot en Bessin, Villers Boc age, 

Tilly sur Seulles, The Odon, Fontenay le Pesnil, Defenc e of Rauray, and  North-West Europe 1944. 

 

No evidance of the use of Daimler Sc out c ar or armoured car so far identified 
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Cavalry of the Line 

The 27th Lanc ers Regiment  

 

The 27th Lanc ers was a  c ava lry reg iment of the British Army from 1941 to 1945. 

 

 

The reg iment was ra ised  in June 1941 from a  c adre of personnel taken from the 12th Roya l Lanc ers, and  

was assigned  to 11th Armoured  Division as the d ivisiona l rec onna issanc e reg iment. It was la ter withd rawn 

and  held  under c ommand of GHQ. 

 

It served  in Ita ly in 1944 as an independent rec onna issanc e reg iment, and  finished  the war in Austria , 

where it was d isbanded  

(Photo sourc ed  from internet, known to a lso exist in the Bovington Lib ra ry & IWM photo H_18869-) 

Photographer: O'Brien (Lt), War Offic e offic ia l photographer 

 

Desc rip tion: Armoured  c a rs of 5th troop  op f the 27th Lanc ers, 11th Armoured  Division, 19 April 1942. A sc out 

c a r leads, fo llowed  by Da imler and  Humber a rmoured  c a rs, with more sc out c a rs b ring ing up  the rea r. 

 

(Car number unc lear but possib ly F19263 DEMON) 
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The following story was ob ta ined  from the BBC peop les war site 

Peop le in story: Charlie Parsons, Lt Colonel H Porter, Popsky, Ernest Sc hofield , Lanc er Trooper Greetham, 

Corpora l Jac k Conolley  

Loc a tion of story: Po Va lley, Ita ly, Ravenny  

Artic le ID:A4589878  

Contributed  on: 28 July 2005  

This story was submitted  to the Peop le’ s War site by Roger Marsh of the ‘Ac tion Desk — Sheffield ’  Team on 

beha lf of Charlie Parsons, and  has been added  to the site with the author’ s permission. 

 

THE BRIDGE 

Approac h to the River Po By Charlie Parsons 

 

The Bridge d idn't have a  lot going for it. It looked  unimpressive, possib ly bec ause a ll the surround ing 

c ountry, the Po Va lley had  been flooded  by the Tedeski (German) to delay the advanc ing 8th Army, 

whic h it d id . It was a  fla t land  like the Fens in the Linc olnshire a rea  of eastern England . Dykes had  been 

b lown and  ac res and  ac res were now underwater. The river itself c ould  be seen by the c urrents it c rea ted  

making its way through the flood . 

 

We were a  troop  of 12/ 14 men; No. 2 Troop  of `D' Squadron the 27th Lanc ers, a  Cava lry Reg iment made 

up  a t the sta rt of 1941, from some 12th Roya l Lanc ers, Derbyshire Yeomanry, and  Welsh Regiment etc . We 

were tra ined  as a  rec onna issanc e forc e; we were quite adaptab le, working  in Armoured  Fighting  Vehic les 

and  on foot. The Gothic  Line was most awkward  for the opera tiona l use of c a rs and  we d id  a ll our pa trols 

on foot. The p la in north of Ravenna  was quite extensive and  we looked  forward  to getting  bac k in our 

c a rs. The Germans astutely flooded  the p la in. We were to c ontinue on foot. 

 

Two troops entered  Ravenna  a round  the 5th of Dec ember 1944. It was offic ia lly taken ac c ord ing ly to the 

powers tha t be on this da te. Ravenna  was unoc c up ied , we found  the opposition had withd rawn and  had  

left the roads littered  with mines. 

The 6th of Dec ember, using two Da imler Sc out Cars, saw us going forward  on the road  north, a  minor sort 

of road , very like a  c ountry road  a t home. Our destina tion was the b ridge where we were to p lay a  

wa iting  game. We oc c up ied  a  house some 50 ya rds up  stream from the b ridge and  the road . It was 

dec ided  by our Lieutenant a fter some d isc ussion, to d ig  a  Slit trenc h on the fa r side, the north side of the 

b ridge, aga inst the wishes of most of us. It meant tha t if a ttac ked  in strength, the esc ape route from tha t 

forward  position would  be d iffic ult bec ause the b ridge would  have to be c rossed  to get bac k. Another 

trenc h was dug a t this side, the south side, whic h we d idn't use. Remember tha t by this time, it was 

c omp letely da rk and  the forward  trenc h was to be used  by two of us and  a  Bren Gun. This la tter trenc h 

would  be manned  a t first light the next morning. A further fac tor in the situa tion was the a rriva l of Three 

Troop  in an exc ellent position in a  fa rmhouse on the road  overlooking the b ridge. 

 

I refer to esc ape routes. Don't forget, we were Cava lry not Infantrymen and  we had  been tra ined  

ac c ord ing ly. Our basic  role was the c ollec tion of information. We worked  in a rmoured c a rs, or on foot in 

small numbers. Tasks inc luded  the observa tion of roads used by the "Teds" (German) as to the type of 

vehic les in use. How wide is a  river, how deep  and  so on? Determine the use of a  build ing  by the enemy as 

an O.P. Is a  c erta in village oc c up ied? What ammunition have they got? Indeed  any information tha t 

might be useful to Corps HQ. 

 

The point I make is, tha t to have gone to the troub le and  effort to get this information, it would  defea t the 

ob jec t entirely to get involved  in an ac tion tha t might endanger getting the information bac k to Squadron 

H.Q. 

The opera tion a t this time was c a lled  "PORTER FORCE" c onsisting of the 27th Lanc ers, a  forc e of Armour 

and  Artillery and  the P.P.A. (Popsky's Priva te Army), a  forc e under the c ommand of our Lt Colonel H Porter 

who was c onsidered  to be most b rilliant. He tra ined  the reg iment itself, in his own c onsidered , unorthodox 

way. 

Popsky was quite a  c harac ter, he had  managed  through the desert c ampa ign and  had  dea lings with the 

Long Range Desert Group , to organise and  lead  a  hundred  men equipped  with jeeps. They had  a lmost a  

free hand  with Porter Forc e; he took up  position on our right and  to his right on the c oast were the 

Canad ians. 
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So we found ourselves on a  b ridge in the dark. It was a  Saturday night and  Ernest Sc hofield  (a  friend  and  

c olleague) and  I were sa t in the forward  trenc h in the damp, trying  to see up  the road . Conversa tion 

c entred  on g irls and  the Cap itol Ba llroom in Leeds, where we were sta tioned  for some weeks before 

embarking for Egyp t some time earlier. Our a ttention was d rawn to some muffled  noise up  ahead . We 

c ouldn't see anything  but there was some movement. Something had  c rossed  the road  from left to right. If 

you c an get your line of sight on the road  with the sky as a  bac kground  (the sky c an be slightly lighter than 

the foreground), and  a  shadow figure, what you have c an be observed . I fe lt I had  seen something . There 

it was aga in. Ernie slipped  bac k to the house to inform our Offic er of the situa tion. He c ame bac k with the 

story tha t H.Q. informs us tha t there was a  stray horse in the a rea . It was the first time I had  ever seen a  

horse c ross a  road  in two parts. The night then passed  without inc ident. When our stint had  finished  in the 

early hours of Sunday morning , we got down and  had  a  sleep  and  before we knew it, morning was upon 

us. 

 

The day began dull and  damp, food  was p roduc ed , b read , Bully beef or tinned  bac on, we c ould  c a rry 

tha t sort of food  with us. I was just about to c ut some b read  for us a ll when Ernie sa id  we had  run out of 

milk. He volunteered  to take a  Sc out Car and  get some from a  Squadron position down the road so off he 

went. 

By this time it was 8.30 am and  I was a t the end  of my b read  slic ing , a  mac hine gun began opera ting  on 

the b ridge; it sounded  like a  Bren Gun, then a  more rap id  mode of fire from more than one c ould  be 

heard . It was a  SPANDAU (a  very effic ient mac hine gun), whic h was genera l issue to the German Forc es. It 

sounded  just like an eng ine. It was something I was rea lly a fra id  of. The Bren in the forward  trenc h had  

stopped  firing , so a ll I c ould  do was think the worst. 

Five of us ga ined  entry to the front of our house, a  ground  floor window whic h had  a  sash type window of 

d imensions 3 feet high and  2 feet ac ross, oc c up ied  the front room. We pushed  a  tab le up  to the window 

and  two of us took up  positions with a  Bren Gun, and  had  a  good  look a t the b ridge and  the flood  and  

ac tion tha t was taking p lac e. 

 

The Slit trenc hes were now being used  by two Germans in eac h, There was a  line of Germans on the 

opposite bank, possib ly a  c ompany of about 100 strong using a  wood  as a  bac kground  from whic h they 

ga ined  c over. Our immed ia te dec ision, the dec ision of a ll five in the front room, was to keep  the heads 

down of the Germans in the Slit trenc hes. We had  rea lised  tha t there wasn't enough spac e in the front of 

the house to use anything else but the window and  the Bren. So I used  the Bren c ontinuously and  the lads 

filled  empty magazines. The Teds were now using morta rs and  things were definitely hotting  up . Another 

group  was a ttempting c rossing over the b ridge but fa iled . The enemy in the trenc h were well and  truly in 

troub le. 

The Sergeant c ame into the room; I remember he sa id  tha t Popsky would  be c oming up  to help  out. At 

this time a  German Red Cross man d id  a  c rouc hing run over the b ridge to the rea r trenc h.  

The Sergeant got quite exc ited  and  told  me to shoot him. I refused  point b lank. He retired  to the bac k and  

the rad io. We c ontinued to keep  the heads down from the Germans oc c upying the Slit trenc hes and  

anybody showing his fac e on the b ridge. I observed  a  German of Rank (uniform), I switc hed  to him and  

missed  and  he then d isappeared . There was a  lot of return fire; the window was hit and  the g lass shattered  

everywhere. We pushed  the sash window up  whic h gave ac c ess to the Bren. We should  rea lly have 

knoc ked  out the g lass when we sta rted  but we d idn't think a t the time. It was obvious now tha t the 

opposition would  try to take the b ridge in forc e; they knew our limited  firepower and  strength. Out 

situa tion was feeling hopeless a t this point. Our means of esc ape was very poor. The d irt trac k from the 

house to the road  and  b ridge was about 50 ya rds, there was a  Sc out Car on it about 20 ya rds from the 

house door. To take this pa th would  put us in full view of the a ttac kers. The only c over was the Sc out Car 

itself. It would  take two of us, one d riving if it was to be mounted , To mount the c ar, would  lead  to 

exposure being grea ter still, as we would  have to c lamber up  and  over. 

 

Popsky a rrived , 3 Jeeps approac hed , sta tioning themselves some 40 yards away from the b ridge, and  

c ommenc ed  spraying the fa r banks and  b ridge a rea . All this time the Germans were trying to get ac ross 

or a t least ga in some advantage on the b ridge, but we managed  to hold  on. The troop  was down to 6 of 

us in the house. The Offic er and  Sergeant had  managed  to slip  down into the wa ter and  make their way 

using the dyke bank and  our c over to get to the road  and  Popsky. We had  a  look a t the situa tion and  

dec ided  to make our way to the Sc out Car. We managed  this a ll right, but now there were five of us 

p inned  behind  the c a r. We returned fire from this position and  used  grenades, our move had  been 
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observed  and  it seemed a ll hell let loose. One trooper, Jim, dec ided  to take to the water but c ouldn't 

make it and  got bac k to us wet through.  

Popsky, having rec eived  a  bad  wound  on his left, had  dec ided  to retire to the Canad ian Med ic s, taking 

the wounded  Lanc er Trooper Greetham, Our Corpora l Jac k Conolley who was with him in the forward  

trenc h, had  been killed  sad ly. The Jeep  Commander had  a lso dec ided  to ask for reinforc ements. 

 

The German a ttac k had  petered  out, possib ly a  regroup ing exerc ise materia lising in a  further a ttac k. 

Popsky left two Jeeps c overing  the b ridge from his end . 

If a  further a ttac k was to take p lac e, our position was hopeless. We dec ided  to take to the flood , using the 

dykes as muc h as possib le. The water was knee high in most p lac es, but holes and  other obstruc tions 

c ould  not be avoided . It was Dec ember, the light was very poor and  tempera ture was very c old . The a im 

was to head west away from the b ridge and  loop  south to rega in the road , where a  Squadron HQ c ould  

be p ic ked  up . 

We had  ga ined  another trooper from the house; he sa id  he left his mate in the upsta irs room, who sa id  he 

would  use the darkness to get out, so the six of us took to the dykes. 

We approac hed  a  flooded  fa rmhouse with a  boat tethered  outside, it was ac ross the fast flowing c urrent 

of the c ana l, but we managed  to retrieve it. One of the lads op ted  to get to another fa rm some quarter of 

a  mile d istanc e ac ross the flood . It was a  bad  dec ision on his pa rt as he drowned  in the p roc ess; we 

p ic ked  up  his body some days la ter. 

The group  was now down to five men, another boat was found  in the roof of a  ba rn a  b it further into the 

flood . It p roved  quite useful bec ause we no longer had  to use the dykes. We were ab le to c ross the 

flooded  fie lds instead  of going a round  them. Eventua lly we ga ined  the Ravenna  road  and  "B" Squadron 

HQ, we d ried  out a  b it and  had  some food , and  then g iven transport to our own "D" Squadron. 

 

We lea rned  from the P.P.A. tha t the Germans withd rew tha t night and  left some thirty dead . 

Two days were spent in the village where our Squadron HQ was situa ted . We c leaned  up , rested  and  

wrote our reports, re-organised  and  we took up  a  forward  position, not fa r from the b ridge of the ac tion 

and  p roc eeded  to do pa trols, through the woods, in p repara tion for an advanc e into the va lley 

approac hing the RIVER PO. 

Pr-BR 

 

 


