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The Cavalry Of the Line 

The 3rd (The King's Own) Hussars 
 

The 3rd  (The King 's Own) Hussars was a  c ava lry reg iment in the British Army, 

first ra ised  in 1685. It saw servic e for three c enturies, before being 

amalgamated  into the  Queen's Own Hussars in 1958. 

 

The reg iment was first ra ised  as Duke of Somerset's Regiment of Dragoons in 

1689, by the reg imenting of va rious independent troops, and  ranked  as the 

3rd  Dragoons  
 

In 1694 it was named The Queen Consort's Own Regiment of Dragoons, for Queen Mary, and  in 1714 as 

The King 's Reg iment of Dragoons for King George. In 1751, it was forma lly titled  as the 3rd  (King 's Own) 

Regiment of Dragoons. 

 

The reg iment was designa ted  light d ragoons in 1818, bec oming the 3rd  (The King 's Own) Regiment of 

(Light) Dragoons, and  as hussars in 1861 as the 3rd  (The King 's Own) Hussars. After servic e in the First 

World  War, the reg iment re-titled  as 3rd  The King 's Own Hussars in 1921. 

 

One troop  of the reg iment c onverted  to motor c ava lry in 1935, with the reg iment as a  whole c onverting 

to the a rmoured  c a r role in 1936 and  being transferred  to the Roya l Armoured  Corps in 1939. 

 

The 3rd  Hussars were the first Cava lry Regiment to be re-equipped  with tanks and in 1940 they used 

them in anger. They joined  a  forc e of approximately 30,000 men and  defea ted  the Ita lian Army a t Buq  

Buq . 

 

Oc tober 1942, saw the Reg iment c hosen to spearhead  the a ttac k on the German Afric a  Corps a t El 

Alamein.  As part of the 2nd  New Zea land  Division, the 3rd  Hussars fought their most g lorious ac tion of 

the war, from 2 November 1942 they led  the c harge into the enemy's anti-tank positions, opening up  

and  hold ing open a  wedge, through whic h, a fter four days of c ontinuous fighting the rest of the Eighth 

Army poured . 

 

Of the 51 tanks whic h had  been taken into ac tion, 47 had  been destroyed  and  21 offic ers an 96 men 

had  been killed  or wounded . 'EL ALAMEIN' was awarded  as a  Ba ttle Honour to both the 3rd  and  8th 

Huss 

In 1943 the Reg iment went to Ita ly where it rema ined  until the end  of the War. 

 

The reg iment survived  the immed ia te post-war reduc tion in forc es, but was sla ted  for reduc tion in the 

1957 Defenc e White Paper, and  was ama lgamated  with the 7th Queen's Own Hussars, to form the  

Queen's Own Hussars the following year. 

 

The Regiment was equipped with a  mixture c ruiser and  light tanks, and  with ??????? Sc out Cars from 

?????? 194?  

 

No evidence of the use of Daimler Fighting Vehic les c ar so far identified  
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The Cavalry Of the Line 

The 4th (The Queens Own) Hussars 

 

The 4th Queen's Own Hussars was a  c ava lry reg iment in the British 

Army, first ra ised  in 1685. It saw servic e for three c enturies, before 

being ama lgamated  into The Queen's Roya l Irish Hussars in 1958. 

 

The reg iment was first ra ised  as The Princ ess Anne of Denmark's 

Regiment of Dragoons in 1685, by the regimenting of va rious 

independent troops, and  ranked as the 4th Dragoons. In 1751, it was 

forma lly titled  as the 4th Regiment of Dragoons, and  in 1788 named 

for Queen Charlotte as the 4th (Queen's Own) Reg iment of 

Dragoons. 

 

 

 

 

The reg iment was designa ted  light d ragoons in 1818, bec oming the 4th (The Queen's Own) Reg iment of 

(Light) Dragoons, and  as hussars in 1861 as the 4th (Queen's Own) Hussars. After servic e in the First World  

War, the regiment retiled  as 4th Queen's Own Hussars in 1921. 

 

The reg iment mec hanised  in 1936 and  was transferred  to the Roya l Armoured  Corps in 1939.  

 

In 1941 the Reg iment took pa rt in the ill-fa ted  defenc e of Greec e, during  whic h it fought a  series of 

rea rguard  ac tions c overing  the withd rawa l from the Yugoslav border to the Southern Beac hes. 

Inevitab ly, in this role, no evac uation was possib le. 

 

After re-forming in Ca iro the Regiment fought in North Afric a  aga in and  in Ita ly and  Austria  

 

The Regiment was equipped with a  mixture Cruiser, Light tanks, Staghounds .& greyhound  a rmoured 

c a rs, kangaroos, Humber sc out c a rs, Stuart tanks and  Da imler Dingo Sc out Cars. 

 

After the Sec ond  World  War the Regiment spent 1948 - 51 c ombating terrorism in Ma laya , and  from 

1953 until the 24th Oc tober 1958 it was situa ted  in Germany  
 

The reg iment survived  the immed ia te post-war reduc tion in forc es, but was sla ted  for reduc tion in the 

defenc e white paper and  was ama lgamated  with the 8th King 's Roya l Irish Hussars, to form the Queen's 

Roya l Irish Hussars the following year. 

 

The following story was found  on the BBC Peop les War site. 

 

Peop le in story: Ron Goldstein, Loc a tion of story:Trieben Austria  , Artic le ID:  A2545517, Contributed  on:21 

April 2004  

 

My d ia ries still remind  me of what it was like in Austria…………………………. 

 

Sunday 1st. July 1945  

Spent the grea ter pa rt of the day in bed  and  d idn't even bother to go to the c anteen. Rec eived  parc el 

from home with usua l c herry b randy. 

 

Monday 2nd . July 1945 

On stag and  d idn't it pour. I was on first relief and  my 10 to 12 shift seemed to c ollec t a ll the mist in the 

va lley. Ha lf the P.O.W. c age is under wa ter. Snow on the nearby mounta in peaks. 

 

Tuesday 3rd . July 1945 

Feeling the effec ts of last night's do. Corp ' from N.Demob Unit is getting  my films developed  a t Villac h for 

me. "Sorc erers Apprentic e" a t c anteen. 
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Wednesday 4th. July 1945 

On stag for the umpteenth time. 2nd  Relief and  a rranged  my own beat. Quite a  lot of fun watc hing 'Teds' 

( Tedesc his, therefore Germans) negotia te 'b ridge'. 

Reg imenta l Dia ries: 

July 8th Reg iment moved  to a rea  GRAFENSTEIN c oming under c ommand  26th Armd Bde in the 6th Armd. 

Div. A and  C Sqns now re-equipped  with Staghound  Armoured  Cars and  the Rec c e Tp  with Greyhound  

a rmoured  c a rs.  

 

Monday 9th. July 1945 

Arrived  a t Velden rest a rea  on the Worthersee. Hotel Mosslac her is my b illet and  the food  is first c lass. Had  

my first swim of the year. 

Leave a t Velden 

After our spell of POW work finished  I was sent on leave to Velden on Lake Worthersee, and  this was a  

rea lly first c lass holiday in beautiful surround ings. Apparently it had  a lways been a  well-known holiday 

resort and  the la rge hotels were c ommandeered  by the milita ry authorities and  turned  into rest c amps. 

The food  was out of this world , or a t least so it appeared  to us a t the time. 

At the other end  of the lake was Klagenfurt, and  I c an remember going by steamer to see a  dazzling  

performanc e of" Die Fledermaus". On the way there and  bac k we were enterta ined  by an ac c ord ion 

band  and  there were c oloured  lights hang ing from the rigg ing  to c omplete the sc ene. The water was, as I 

remember, very c old , but the sun was hot and  one c ould  lay on the wooden p lanking tha t ran down to 

the lake's edge and  up  to the hotel terrac e. 

 

Thursday 19th. July 1945 

After a  good  day's work on the Staghound  went with George to hear a  Beethoven rec ita l by Klagenfurt 

Symphony Orc hestra . Hewitt, Lt.Ric hey and  Porter left for Burma. 

 

Friday 20th. July 1945 

Pa inting  has sta rted  on the Staghounds. Sgt.E.... slightly stinko a ll this morning. 

Inoc ula tion pa rade but I was not due, Touc h Wood . 

 

Sa turday 21st. July 1945 

My Staghound  has gone to H.Q. for wireless insta lla tion and  so I d id  no work this morning. Warned  by 

Sgt.Metc a lfe for advanc e party tomorrow morning. 

Regimenta l Dia ries: 

21st July Ma jor JG Vauhn assumed c ommand of Rgt. The CO went on leave to the UK 

 

Sunday 22nd . July 1945 

Left Gra fenstein about one'ish and  proc eeded  in Reg imenta l c onvoy to Trieben where we were trea ted  

more as libera tors than c onquerors. Billet in Gasthos.Trieben 

 

On returning bac k to Ferndorf we pulled  up  stakes and  moved  on to Trieben. Here by c omparison with 

the POW c age, we had  a  c ushy job  and  were ab le to take it easy. The village was positioned  a t the 

bottom of a  mounta in pass and  the squadron's task was to set up  road  b loc ks to c a tc h esc ap ing 

vehic les, and  a t the same time to set up  a  tra ffic  system tha t a llowed  vehic les to travel only one way a t a  

time through the narrow road . 

 

Tuesday 24th. July 1945 

Have been put in c harge of a  la rge b illet whic h is for 3,4,5 and  H.Q. troops. Was shown Hager and his son, 

the loc a l Hitler Youth Fuhrer! 

Amongst our duties in this a rea  were going out va rious pa trols to p ic k up  known war c rimina ls or senior 

sta te offic ia ls who were wanted  for questioning. I remember going one day with Busty Thomas to p ic k up  

the loc a l Hitler Youth leader, a  c erta in Herr Hager.  

When we got to his house and  he answered  the door Busty sa id  to me: "Tell him he's under a rrest and  has 

got to c ome with us." Hager then showed us a  doc ument from another fie ld  sec urity unit tha t in effec t 

gave him a  week to put his a ffa irs in order and  then to report to the loc a l town ha ll. 

A very d isgruntled  Busty sa id  to me: "I wish they'd  b loody tell somebody what they're doing before they 
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send  us on a  b loody wild  goose c hase!" and  Herr Hager was left to get on with whatever he was doing a t 

the time. 

 

Thursday 26th. July 1945 

Out with Ya tes in Dingo for more eggs. Lt.Ba lfour is approac hing flapp ing c limax. Tried  p iano in 1st. Troop 's 

b illets. Helped  Red  Cross woman to get petrol.    This item in my d ia ry about a  ”  Red  Cross women”  was 

like something out of a  film.  

I was on guard  outside our b illets when an ambulanc e type vehic le pulled  up  and  an English speaking 

women got out and  asked  me if we c ould  help  her. The ambulanc e was full of young kids, orphans or 

‘ lost’  c hild ren and  she was d riving them South to, as she put it, “ get them away from the Russians” . 

All she wanted  from us was petrol and  I roused  the duty offic er to see what c ould  be done. We must have 

g iven her some fuel bec ause by daybreak she was gone.  

Regimenta l Dia ries: 

27th July A Sqn estab lished  in TRIEBEN 

 

Friday 27th July 1945  

After wa iting  nearly a ll day the Squadron a rrived  a t 5 pm. Busty lead ing c omplete with Union Jac k! 

Stra ight on guard  a fter showing the troops their b illets. 

Sa turday 28th. July 1945 

On tank park p ic ket until 4.30 p .m. "Thomo", Vic  and  Roy have got in the same room as me and  I think we 

will be quite c omfortab le. Canteen is open in the nearby pub .  

 

Sunday 29th July 1945 

Before d inner d id  a  b it of “ ga rdening”  in front of b illets 

 

Monday 30th July 1945 

Taken off fa tigues to do interp reter for Lt.” Dutc h”  Holland . Out in the d ingo to the end  of the boundary 

a rea . Crashed  p lane on hillside. Beer a t roadside Gasthos a t d inner time 

Regimenta l Dia ries: 

July 31st Rgt c easing to be under c ommand of 78th Div (Now under 6th Armd Div) 

 

Tuesday 31st July 1945 

Out with “ Dutc h”  aga in, this time to the Burgomaster a t Hohentaun. Collec ted  three c ra tes of books from 

ex-Sta laag XVIII. Bac k early for Road  Bloc k guard . Truc k b roke down. 

Ac ting in my role as un-offic ia l interp reter I went with Lt. Holland  to inspec t a  deserted  POW c amp tha t 

had  been used  to hold  a  hundred  or so British p risoners of war. Although it was now empty, there was 

something quite eerie about the a tmosphere of the p lac e; it was as though a ll the memories were 

somehow trapped  inside the wooden huts, and  I was g lad  to get out into the open a ir. 

 

August 1945 

Wednesday 1st August 1945 

Guard  room is in ex-Gasthos. Cooked  our own mea ls. Young orphan has Frenc h fa ther and  Russian 

mother  

 

Thursday 2nd . August 1945 

Ra in nearly every day is hold ing up  work on the Staghounds. Clic ked  for a  petrol un-load ing fa tigue. Ma il 

situa tion p rac tic a lly non existent. 

 

Friday 3rd . August 1945 

On guard  in the evening. Have managed  to swap for lower road  b loc k guard  as it means I c an get away 

earlier tomorrow evening. On with “ Horsey”  Davies. 

 

Sa turday 4th August 1945 

 

Lt. “ Crunc h”  Jac kson asked  me to c ome with him to Va ld  where we asked  the usua l questions of the 

Burgomaster. Lofty Elliot’ s Dingo still b reaks down ! 
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Monday 6th. August 1945 

 

Uneventful day on guard . Civvie truc k with one doubtful passenger who I sent down to Squadron offic e 

Immed ia tely by the lower road  b loc k was a  fa rm house, and  we were supp lied  with fresh milk and  c heese 

by the inhab itants, a  family by the name of P… The youngster of the family, Herbert, was a  very b right 

young kid  and  keen to lea rn Eng lish. I took the opportunity to improve my German in exc hange for Eng lish 

lessons and  this in turn meant tha t I was c a lled  upon to ac t as interp reter whenever it was needed . 

On one oc c asion I was g iving  Herbert an English lesson in Eng lish . His grand fa ther was a lso p resent and  

expressed  a  desire to show tha t he, too, understood  some Eng lish. We sa id  a  few words to eac h other 

and  then I sa id  to him, very slowly: "Have you a  b rother?" to whic h he rep lied : "Yes I hab  a  b rudder."...."Is 

he married?" I then asked , "No...he is dead !" c ame the rep ly. (I ra ther think tha t the old  man c onfused  the 

German word  "habe" with the English word  "had" but anyway it amused  me a t the time 

 

Tuesday 7th. August 1945 

Working on Staghounds but was taken off it for very important job  of fixing a  flagpole!  

 

Wednesday 8th. August 1945 

Working on the Staghounds. Letter and  Parc el from home. Blighty leave party bac k. 

 

VJ DAY 

Tuesday 14th August 1945 

I remember the day well even though I’ ve long sinc e lost the orig ina l d ia ry entry. Our Squadron was in 

Trieben in Austria  a t the time, ,c ontrolling  the roads lead ing into Germany and  I had  just c ome off the 

road-b loc k guard  in the early a fternoon. 

I was c hanging from my guard  uniform into more c omfortab le gear when I heard  the wireless in the next 

room c rea ting  quite a  rac ket. 

I went next door to see what was going  on and  found  myself the only one there.  I rea lised  tha t my mates 

were p robab ly ea ting  d inner in the mess-ha ll and  tha t they must have been listening earlier and  had  then 

left the set on.  

 

 

It was VE Day a ll over aga in. The announc er bac k in London was desc rib ing the noisy sc ene as tens of 

thousands of jub ilant servic emen and  c ivilians swarmed  the streets. As on VE Day I felt no emotion a t a ll, if 

anything, I p robab ly felt like a  kid  who had  not been invited  to a  pa rty and  who was now watc hing the 

luc ky ones c oming home with their pa rty bags.  

 

 

The short exp lanation was tha t the end  of the war had  c ome too la te for my older b rother Jac k, G-d  rest 

his soul. On the 11th of May, just three days a fter VE Day, I had  rec eived  a  letter from home telling  me 

tha t Jac k, who was an Air-Gunner, had  been shot down over Nuremberg on the last suc h ra id  of the war. 

 

The loss to his widow, his two young c hild ren and  to a ll of our family was as inc a lc ulab le then as it is today 

some fifty odd  years la ter and  our family was never to be the same aga in. 
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George Rilon. Na tiona l servic e 1957-1959 

 

On c ompletion of my basic  tra ining with the 16/ 5 Q.R.L Ca tteric k. I was posted  to the 4th Hussars a t 

Hohne west Germany. 

 

After initia l interviews I was assigned  to the Rec c e Troop  as a  SIG-DRIVER.  The vehic les a t tha t time were 

Da imler Dingo’s, there were ten to a  troop , eight opera tiona l and  two spare. We had  four sec tions of 

two d ingos 82A,82B, 82C ~& 82D. 

 

Our ma in ob jec tive was pa trolling  the border between East and  West Germany from Harz to the Ba ltic , 

assisting the west German polic e. The duty was on a  rota  basis with other NATO reg iments. 

 

Bac k a t Hohne, when we were not c leaning, g reasing or ma inta ining the Dingo’s we were on tra ining 

sc hemes suc h as C.T.R (Close Target Rec onna issanc e) and  ac ting  as the enemy for own sabre 

squadron. 

 

In 1958 the 4th and  the 8thKRIH amalgamated  on the 25th Oc tober Ba lac lava  Day. 

The new reg iment is now the Queens Roya l Irish Hussars. 

By this time I was a  Lanc e Jac k and  my sec tion was c hosen to esc ort the Duke of Ed inburgh’s c a r from 

the auto-bahn to Hohne in our highly bulled  up  Dingo’s. 

 

Unfortunately the rear Dingo d idn’ t make a  c orner and  Flipped . Luc kily no one was injured . 

 

The Dingo is like marmite you either like it or ha te it. I loved  it, so I bought one! 

 

(Georges c a r F205473 c an be seen in the survivors reg ister) 

 

 

Photo c ourtesy of George Rilon 

 ‘Didn’ t Make the Corner’  
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DSC F205567/ 14 ZS 74  & DSC F207081/ 10 ZS 55 

All Bulled  up  and  Ready for Esc ort Duty 

(I p resume the fac es have been masked  to p rotec t the guilty pa rty) 

Photo c ourtesy of George Rilon 

 

Photo c ourtesy of George Rilon 

Tea  b reak 

DSC F207170/ 19 ZS 93  & DSC F48079/ 16 ZS 80 
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Photo c ourtesy of George Rilon 

George Rilon (with his a rm out) g iving d riving instruc tion through Bergen Belson 

Jim Oniel on top  sea t, Derrec k Cox Driving 

DSC F207081/ 10 ZS 55 
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(Photo c ourtesy George Tullis ) 

 http :/ / www.members.tripod .c om/ Askari_MB/ id34.htm 

Photographer: Cp l Chris_Carpenter 

Diamler a rmoured  Car 31ZV32 with 2 pounder mounted  experienc ing overheating  p rob lems Ha lf way 

up  the hill to the Cameron Highlands, Ihpoh  

 

And  being a ttended  too by 3 c oy RASC rgula ruly esc orted  the Hussars on the d ia ly run down to TAPAH 

and  return. 
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The Cavalry Of the Line 

7th , Queens Own Hussars 

 

The Regiment was equipped  with a  mixture c ruiser and  light tanks, and  

with ??????? Sc out Cars from ?????? 194?  

 

EXPAND AS DETAILS BECOME AVAILIBLE 

 

 
 

No evidence of the use of Daimler Fighting Vehic les c ar so far identified  
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The Cavalry Of the Line 

8th  (King's Royal Irish) Hussars 

 

In 1944 the 8th King 's Roya l Irish Hussars were the rec c e reg iment of the 7th 

Armoured  Division and  as suc h their movements were not easy to trac k. 

 

 
 

However they worked  in this role with the Division from the 9th June moving down to Villers Boc age, 

during  this Battle they were sp lit to the East and  West of the Divisions c entre line guard ing  the flanks. 

 

When the Division withdrew a fter the d isastrous Battle of Villers Boc age, The 8th Hussars took a  ma jor 

part in wha t bec ame known as the Ba ttle of the Brigade Box or "The Island", 

 

The Reg iment was equipped  with a  mixture Cromwell, Cha llenger and  Cha ffee tanks  

Jeeps, Humbers Sc out c a rs and  a t least two Da imler Dingo Sc out Cars from August 1944. 

 

 

 
A IWM B13182 

Photographer : Sgt Smith :War Offic e offic ia l photographer 

Desc rip tion: A Dingo Sc out c a r of 1st Coy, 8th Hussars, 7th Armoured  Brigade North of Sitta rd , 

c opes with a  ic y road   

(photo B13183 shows the same c ar down in a  d itc h! With the c aption I wonder how tha t happened) 

27.12.1944 

 

p ic ture c ourtesy of  The above photos was taken from the book Desert Ra ts Ma j Gen GL Vernet DSO. 

MVO
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The above photos was taken by a  member of the 7th Armoured  Division  8th Hussars in 1944 

 

It is assumed tha t the Dingo was one of the RHQ lia ison vehic les, a  sc out c a r named ‘Hurstwood  is 

spec ific a lly mentioned  in the book ‘Troop  leader’  by Bill Bellamy and  but is desc ribed  as a  Humber sc out 

c a r whic h was its norma lly a lloc a ted  vehic le.  

 

p ic ture c ourtesy of  http :/ / freepages.milita ry.rootsweb.c om/ ~a ttwood / 8thkri/ kriroll.html 
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IWM_ART_LD_003287  -  A Lia ison Offic er a rriving a t the HQ of an Armoured  Division 

 

p ic tures c ourtesy of http :/ / duxford .iwm.org .uk/ server/ show/ c onMed iaFile.28396 

 

 
IWM_ART_LD_005437 

With the 8th Hussars in Germany : the c rew of a  sc out-c a r keep ing watc h on a  wood land  road  

p ic tures c ourtesy of http :/ / duxford .iwm.org .uk/ server/ show/ c onMed iaFile.29156. 
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The Cavalry Of the Line 

10th  (Prince of Wales's Own) Hussars 

 

In response to the Jac ob ite Rebellion, the reg iment was ra ised  in 1715 as 

Humphrey Gore's Reg iment of Dragoons.  It was known by the names of severa l 

other c olonels in subsequent years and  was re-titled  as the 10th Reg iment of 

Dragoons in 1751. 

 
 

During the Seven Years' War the light troop  of the reg iment (formed in 1755) fought in a  number of ra ids 

on the Frenc h c oast. 

In 1779, the light troop  was detac hed  to form the 19th Regiment of (Light) Dragoons, and  in 1783 it was 

re-titled  as the 10th (Princ e of Wa les's Own) Reg iment of (Light) Dragoons in honour of the future King 

George IV of the United  Kingdom. 

 

With the outb reak of the sec ond  world  war, the 1st Armoured dep loyed  to Franc e with the BEF. It fought 

in northern Franc e and  Belg ium, returning to England  without any vehic les in June 1940. 

 

In Dec ember 1940, a  group  of personnel were detac hed  to form the c adre of the 23rd  Hussars. 

 

In November 1941 the reg iment dep loyed  to North Afric a  with 2nd  Armoured  Brigade, jo ining  7th 

Armoured  Division. 

Now equipped  with Crusader tanks, they saw ac tion in Opera tion Crusader, the Battle of Alam Ha lfa  

and  the Sec ond  Battle of El Alamein. 

 

In Ita ly, from 1944 to 45, the reg iment fought both as an a rmoured  unit and  as d ismounted  infantry. 

 

Post-war period  

The reg iment dep loyed  to Ita ly and  Germany as oc c upation forc es in 1945-6, and  then spent most of 

the subsequent years as an a rmoured  reg iment in the British Army of the Rhine, with overseas 

dep loyments to Jordan and  Aden. 

 

In 1969, the reg iment ama lgamated  with the 11th Hussars (Princ e Albert's Own) to form The Roya l 

Hussars (Princ e of Wa les's Own). 

 

No evidence of the use of Daimler Fighting Vehic les c ar so far identified  

 

 

 


