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Guards Armoured  

The Guards Armoured  Division was a  Sec ond  World  War British Army 

formation. 

The Guards Armoured  Division was formed on 17 June 1941. The d ivision 

rema ined  in the United  Kingdom, tra ining , until 26 June 1944, when it 

landed  in Normandy as part of VIII Corps.  

Guards Armoured  Division was a  remarkab le part of the British Army. It 

was formed in 1941 to inc rease the number of tank reg iments ava ilab le 

in the event of invasion but this d id  not p lease everybody.  

 

Some a rgued  tha t the Guardsmen were too ta ll to fit in tanks and  too 

rig id ly d isc ip lined  to fight them with skill and  initia tive. And  it d id  not help  

tha t their a rmoured  reg iments d id  not regard  themselves as an integra l 

pa rt of the Roya l Armoured  Corps. Events were to p rove the doubters 

wrong. 

 

Its first ma jor engagement was Opera tion Goodwood , the a ttac k by three a rmoured  d ivisions towards 

Bourguebus Ridge in an a ttempt to b reak out of the Normandy beac hhead .  

That was followed  by Opera tion Bluec oat, the advanc e east of Caen as the Fa la ise poc ket formed. 

Transferred  to XXX Corps, the d ivision libera ted  Brussels. 

 

It led  the XXX Corps a ttac k in Opera tion Market Garden, the ground  forc es' advanc e to relieve a irborne 

troops a iming to seize the b ridges up  to Arnhem, c apturing Nijmegen b ridge in c onjunc tion with Americ an 

pa ra troopers. During  the ba ttle of the Bulge, it was sent to the Meuse as a  reserve in c ase the Germans 

b roke through the Americ an lines. It endured  hard  fighting  in Opera tion Veritab le, the advanc e towards 

the Rhine through the Reic hswald , and  aga in in the advanc e through Germany. 

 

The d ivision existed  until 12 June 1945, when it was reorganised  as an infantry d ivision, the Guards Division 

 
Image c ourtesy of Harry Rose Family. 

Desc rip tion: Photograph showing Trooper Harry Rose of the 2nd  Household  Cava lry Regiment, d riving the 

d ingo past a  c ap tured  88mm gun reputed ly somewhere in Normandy Franc e. 

Note tha t the c a r bears the Guards Armoured  signs and  tha t the rec c e unit 44 markings has does not have 

the white top  denoting  the unit to be under the c ontrol of the c orps 

Reputed ly June /  July 1944 
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Grenadier Guards Armoured  

 

1st Batta lion, Grenad ier Guards was the Motor Batta lion in 5th Guards 

Armoured  Brigade, Guards Armoured  Division. 

 

On the eve of D-Day, like most other a rmoured  d ivisions, Guards 

Armoured  c onsisted  of one infantry b rigade (formed  from ba tta lions of 

the Coldstream, Welsh and  Irish Guards) and  5th Guards Armoured  

Brigade, whic h c omprised  Grenad ier, Coldstream and  Irish Guards in 

tanks p lus 1st Batta lion, Grenad ier Guards as the Motor Batta lion. 

 

 
 

This was p robab ly done on ac c ount of height sinc e, on average, 1st Batta lion, whic h inc luded  the King 's 

Company, fea tured  some of the ta llest men in the British Army. 

 

The role of the Motor Batta lion was to opera te in lightly a rmoured  vehic les, in c lose c ompany with the 

tanks to p rovide them with immed ia te infantry support. The Motor Batta lion was organised  as three Motor 

Companies, whic h had  twelve Ha lf-Trac ks to c a rry the infantry of three Motor Pla toons and  eleven 

Universa l Carriers in the Carrier Pla toon. 

 
Image c ourtesy of the Bovington tank Museum referenc e 7977-C3 

Photographer: Unknown 

Da imler Sc out Car  F47727, possib ly being used  by the Grenad ier Guards 

Date Unknown 
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Irish Guards  

 

On the 1st Sep tember 1939, genera l mob ilisa tion was ordered  aga in, and  

the tra ining Batta lion was formed and  moved to Couldsdon Common 

just outside the Guards Depot a t Caterham.  

 

Meanwhile on the 3rd  September 1939 when War was dec la red  both the 

First and  Sec ond  Batta lions were a t Welling ton Barrac ks. 

 

In London in November 1940, The Hold ing  Batta lion (la ter to be the 3rd  

Batta lion) was formed . 

 
 

 

On the 10th April 1940 the 1st Ba tta lion, whic h formed  part of the 24th Guards Brigade, left London for 

servic e in Norway putting  an end  to the questions about where they might be sent first. It was here the 

Ba tta lion fought aga inst German troops for the first time sinc e 1918. The ship  c a rrying  the Batta lion into 

ac tion (HMT Chobry) was bombed  by a  forc e of Heinkel bombers resulting  in a  d read ful loss of life, 

inc lud ing the Command ing Offic er Lt. Col. W.D. Faulkner, the Sec ond-in-Command Ma jor C.L.J. Bowen, 

the Ad jutant Capt the Hon B.A. O'Neill and  three of the five Company Commanders.  

 

However, the Batta lion suc c essfully went into ac tion and  was subsequently withd rawn in the evac uation 

on the 4th June 1940 from Narvik. The Battle Honour 'Norway' was awarded . 

On the 12th May 1940 (the day before the 1st Ba tta lion sa iled) the 2nd  Ba tta lion was ordered  to sa il for the 

Hook of Holland , to c over the evac ua tion of the Dutch Roya l Family and  Government. Eight days la ter, in 

the c ompany with the 2nd  Batta lion Welsh Guards, they were off aga in, this time to Boulogne in an 

a ttempt to buy time for the BEF's evac uation from Ca la is and  Dunkirk. Pressed  on a ll sides by the Germans 

and  being fired  upon the rema ins of both Ba tta lions re-embarked . Eac h Batta lion leaving behind  200 

Offic ers and  Other Ranks killed , wounded  or missing. 

 

In June 1941, the 2nd  Ba tta lions equipped  with well worn Covenanters Mark 1 Tanks and  took it's p lac e in 

the newly formed Guards Armoured  Division. The 3rd  Batta lion jo ined  the Guards Armoured  Division during  

the Autumn of 1943 to be one of the Infantry Batta lions in the Division and  from then until the end  of the 

war they tra ined  with the 2nd  Armoured  Batta lion on the Regiment.  

On the 1st Marc h 1943 the 1st Ba tta lion embarked  for North Afric a  and  formed part of the 1st Army. They 

suffered  very heavy c asua lties but it was during  this c ampa ign tha t Lanc e Corpora l Kennea lly won his 

Vic toria  Cross (For his full c ita tion see the Vic toria  Crosses page). 

 
Image c ourtesy of the Irish Guards Book 

Photographer: Unknown 

Dingo Sc out Car c a rs of the Irish Guards 
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From North Afric a  the 1st Batta lion moved  ac ross to Ita ly and  took part in the partic ula r b itter fighting in the 

Anzio beac h head . Casua lties were very heavy and  in April 1944, the remnants of the 1st Batta lion, a  tota l 

of no more tha t 20 Offic ers and  247 Other Ranks 

returned  to England  and  took no further pa rt as a  Ba tta lion fighting in Europe with the survivors being 

absorbed  into the other two Batta lions. 

 

The 2nd  and 3rd  Batta lions landed  with the Guards Armoured  Division in Normandy in June 1944, and  

fought with the Division until the end  of the war, taking  pa rt in the advanc e from Seine to Nijmegen. It was 

during this time the c eleb ra ted  Lt. Col. J.O.E. Vandeleur, Commander of the Irish Guards Group  led  an 

a ttac k on the b ridge over the Meuse-Esc aut Cana l a t De Groote Barrier (whic h is forever immorta lised  by 

the film "A Bridge Too Far'.) This b ridge is now known as 'Joe's Bridge' in Honour of his exp loits. 

 

In June 1945, the 2nd  Batta lion relinquished  its tanks and  reverted  bac k to its orig ina l role as an Infantry 

Batta lion and  formed  part of the Oc c upation Army of the Rhine. The Batta lion returned  from Germany in 

Marc h 1947 and  was d isbanded  in July of the same year when it's Colours were la id  up . 

The 3rd  Batta lion was withd rawn to England  in February 1946 and  d isbanded . The tra ining Ba tta lion was 

d isbanded  in July 1946. 

During the Sec ond  World  War the Irish Guards lost a  tota l of 

59 offic ers killed  

114 Offic ers wounded 

645 Other ranks killed  

1464 Other ranks wounded 

During this time the following Meda ls were awarded  

2 Vic toria  Crosses 

17 Distinguished  Servic e Orders 

33 Milita ry Crosses 

18 Distinguished  Conduc t Meda ls 

72 Milita ry Meda ls 

110 Mentions in Despatc hes 

 
Image c ourtesy of the Internet & Simon Hamon 

Photographer: Unknown 

Da imler Armoured  Sc out Car follows Sherman tank and  infantry of the Irish Guards a t Aa lst.  

Da te 5th Sep tember 1944 
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Sc otts Guards  

 

The 1st Batta lion served in the c ampa igns in 1939 Norway, in North Afric a  

and  in Ita ly, inc lud ing the Anzio Land ing. 

The 2nd  Batta lion served  in Afric a  from the Western Desert to Tunisia , in 

Ita ly inc lud ing the Sa lerno Land ing , and  in North West Europe.  

 

The 3rd  Ba tta lion fought in Churc hill tanks from Normandy to the Elbe. 

 
 

The 4th Ba tta lion, formed in 1941 but d isbanded before it c ould  go overseas, found  two independent 

c ompanies, who fought in Ita ly and  North West Europe respec tively, “ S”  Company with 2nd  Batta lion 

Coldstream Guards and  “ X”  Company first with the 3rd  Batta lion Irish Guards and  subsequently with 1st 

Batta lion Welsh Guards. Between them these ba tta lions and  c ompanies ga ined  for the Reg iment forty-

one ba ttle honours, of whic h the following a re borne on the Colours: 

“ North Afric a  1941-43” , “ Gaza la ”  , “ Medenine” , “ Djebel bou Aoukaz 1943, I” , “ Ita ly 1943-45” , “ Monte 

Camino” , “ Anzio” , “ North West Europe 1944-45” , “ Quarry Hill” , “ Rhineland” . 

Cap ta in The Lord  Lyell was awarded  a  posthumous Vic toria  Cross whilst serving with the 1st Ba tta lion in 

Tunisia . Ninety-eight offic ers and  943 other ranks of the Regiment lost their lives between 1939 and  1945. 

 

At home the 5th Batta lion was ra ised  in 1940 as a  ski ba tta lion to fight aga inst the Russians in Finland , but 

a fter tra ining in Franc e it was d isbanded . The Hold ing  Batta lion existed  for three years from April, 1940, and  

the Tra ining  Batta lion was loc a ted  a t Pirb right for the dura tion of the war. * 

 

In May, 1945, the 1st Batta lion moved into 1945 Trieste, where until its return home in Oc tober, 1947, it was 

involved  in hold ing the Morgan Line aga inst the Yugoslav c la im to the Venezia  Giulia . 

 

The war p rec luded  any la rge-sc a le c eleb ra tion of the Terc entenary of the Regiment in 1942, but a  spec ia l 

p rogramme was b roadc ast by the B.B.C., an historic a l pageant was enac ted  a t Pirb right, and  the 2nd  

Ba tta lion had  a  day’s holiday in the Western Desert. 

 

The 2nd  Batta lion rema ined  as part of the British Oc c upation Forc e in Germany until its return home in 

Dec ember, 1946. During  this time it found  the British Guard  of Honour a t the Potsdam Peac e Conferenc e 

and  ac c epted  the surrender of Heligoland . 

 

The 3rd  Ba tta lion, a fter hand ing in its tanks in June and  reverting to infantry, was fina lly d isbanded  in 

January, 1946. Its Colours were handed  bac k to the Sovereign for the third  time for sa fe keep ing.  

 

In 1948 As a  Government ec onomy measure, the 1st Batta lion assumed the role of Guards Tra ining 

Batta lion a t Pirb right for three years until April, 1951. At this time the Guards Independent Company, The 

Parac hute Regiment, was formed  with a  p roportion of Sc ots Guardsmen. 

In September the 2nd  Batta lion left a t short notic e for Ma laya , where it was to be oc c up ied  in opera tions 

aga inst Communist terrorists until its return home in May, 1951. 

Six offic ers and  eight other ranks of the Batta lion lost 

their lives during  these opera tions.  

 

In November, 1951, the 1st Batta lion moved  by a ir and  sea  to Cyprus. In this year an a llianc e between the 

Regiment and  the 3rd  Ba tta lion The Roya l Austra lian Regiment was approved . 
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Coldstream Guards  

1st Batta lion,. 

 
 

Welsh Guards  

1st Batta lion,. 

 
 
 

 
Image c ourtesy of the IWM BU2856 

Photographer: No 5 Army film photographic  unit Sgt Jones 

Desc rip tion: Churc hill tanks of 6th Guards Tank Brigade pass a  burning Da imler sc out c a r F206480 during  

the advanc e towards Coesfeld . Da te 30 Marc h 1945 


