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Greec e 1948 - 1952 

Following the German retrea t from Greec e in World  War 2, ELAS (Ethnikòn La ikòs Apelevtherotikòn 

Sýndesmos or Nationa l Popula r Libera tion Army) and  EAM (Ethnikòn Apelevtherotikòn Métopon or 

Na tiona l Libera tion Front) both rema ined  heavily a rmed from the war. On 4th Dec ember, war b roke out 

between the two frac tions, ELAS led  by the KKE (Kommounistikón Kòmma Ellàdos or Communist Party of 

Greec e). Soon British and  Greek ships were bombard ing positions held  by the Communists and  hold ing  

off the a ttac ks on nava l shore insta lla tions.  

By 12th Dec ember, Piraeus was sec ured  but ha rd  fighting in c entra l Athens c ontinued  throughout 

Dec ember. The RAF and  Greek-manned  squadrons were soon in ac tion aga inst the ELAS forc es, 73 

Squadron a rrived  from Ita ly on the 8th Dec ember, 40 SAAF squadron and  205 Group  Libera tors flew in 

troops to a id  the Greek government.  

On 31st Dec ember, the Arc hb ishop  Damaskinos was induc ted  Regent of Greec e and  by the midd le of 

January 1945, a fter six weeks of ha rd  fighting British forc es were in c ontrol of a ll Atttic a . A truc e was 

signed  on the 11th January, by whic h a ll ELAS forc es had to withd raw from the neighbourhood  of 

Athens, Sa lonika  and  Patras.  

The threa t of c ivil war loomed throughout 1945 and  the 4th and  46th Divisions were sent from Ita ly to 

reinforc e the Allied  p resenc e there. On the eve of the genera l elec tions in Marc h 1946, an a rmed band  

desc ended  into the town of Litokhoro and  a ttac ked  the polic e sta tion, the polic e sta tion was tota lly 

destroyed  a long with severa l other build ings. Eight peop le were killed  inc lud ing six na tiona l guardsman 

and  polic e, and  two c ivilians.  

Severa l thousand  members of ELAS who had  fled  the c ountry in 1945 now returned  to Greec e c a lled  by 

the KKE and  supported  by Yugoslavia  

The violenc e in the c ountryside grew da ily as band its roamed the hills, and  isola ted  na tiona l guard  

outposts were a ttac ked . In June 1946 the Greek genera l sta ff estimated  guerrilla  strength a t about 2,600 

Communist guerrillas.  

On 18th June, the Greek parliament passed  a  sec urity b ill, this estab lished  new c ourts with authority to 

pass c ap ita l sentenc es for new c rimes inc lud ing membership  in a rmed bands, p rohib it pub lic  meetings 

and  strikes, and  gave polic e the power to a rrest without a  warrant.  

Throughout 1946 guerrilla  strength inc reased  and  a t the end  of Oc tober 1946, Genera l Markos Vaphiad is 

c rea ted  the Genera l Headquarters (GHQ) of the Democ ra tic  Army of Greec e (DSE), g iving  the KKE 

another a rmy, whic h numbered  nearly 10,000 strong by the end  of the year.  

Yugoslavia , Albania  and  Bulgaria  were seen to support the Communist forc es, a llowing the Communist 

guerrilla  to launc h ra ids from their territories inc lud ing one aga inst Skra  on November 13th, just five miles 

from the Greec e-Yugoslav border. Greec e p rotested  to the United  Nations and  the three c ountries were 

c ited  as g iving a id  and  c omfort to the insurgents.  

In September, King George sought to c rea te a  b roader appea l in the government of Greec e. Tsa lda ris 

resigned  in January 1947 and  was rep lac ed  by a  c oa lition government under Maximas. Genera l 

Sp iliotopoulos, the Chief of the Genera l Sta ff, was relieved  by Genera l Vend iris on February 20 1947. 

During  the turmoil, a  United  Nations Commission of enquiry a rrived  to investiga te c harges aga inst 

Greec e's neighbours.  

Greec e requested  add itiona l support from Brita in a t the end of February 1946, but unab le to p rovide this 

a id , Brita in informed  the Truman administra tion tha t its a id  to Greec e would  c ease in a t the end  of Marc h 
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1947. On 3rd  Marc h, the Greek government forma lly requested  US a id . British troops a re known to have 

rema ined  in Greec e until a t least 1949, with a  ba tta lion of troops sp lit between Sa lonika  and  Athens 

 
(Photo sourc ed  from Imperia l War Museum-) 

Photo Referenc e NA21422 

Photographer: Lieutenant Powell Davies , Army Film & Photographic  Unit 

 

Desc rip tion: Greec e in Athens, An ELAS armoured  c a r of an Ita lian Pattern having been stopped  by a  

unit of the 23rd Armoured  Brigade. 

The Dingo is named JULIET and  fea tures a  c amouflage pa intwork pa ttern 



 

www.daimler-fighting-vehic les.c o.uk 

The Daimler Fighting Vehic les Projec t – Part Bw 

On Ac tive Servic e – 1948 to 1952 Greec e 

 

 3

 
(Photo sourc ed  from Imperia l War Museum-) 

 

Photo Referenc e NA21424 

Photographer: Lieutenant Powell Davies , Army Film & Photographic  Unit 

Desc rip tion: Greec e in Athens, Brigad ier Pritc hard  seen in his a rmoured  Dingo sc out c a r during a  tour of 

the c ity. 
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Following are extrac ts of the war Kings Dragoon Guards war d iary that spec ific ally mention the use of 

Daimler Dingo Scout c ars  

 

Many British milita ry insta lla tions had  been sited  a round  Athens in what had  seemed to be the most 

appropria te p lac es, without any thought tha t they might find  themselves in the midst of a  c ivil war and  in 

hostile territory. On 21 and  22 Dec ember 'B' Squadron resc ued  REME workshops sited  in a  foundry in the 

Imittos d istric t of southeast Athens. A b lown b ridge and  roadb loc ks were dea lt with, resulting  in three 

ELAS being killed  and  three being taken p risoner, but 240 men and  130 vehic les were b rought to sa fety.  

 

Over the following days a  number of pa trols were c a rried  out: one by Lieutenant Dorell to Voula  resulted  

in three more guerrillas killed  and  three c aptured , as well as one of their headquarters being destroyed ; 

other pa trols esc orted  Mr Churc hill, Mr Eden and  Field  Marsha l Alexander to Athens.  

On Boxing Day ELAS a ttac ked  Ka lamaki a irfie ld , slightly wound ing two KDG sentries and  b lowing up  an 

a rmoured  c a r on p repared  c harges, whic h wounded  a ll three c rew members. Patrols to the guerilla  

strongholds of Va ri and  Korop i resulted  in a  Da imler a rmoured  c a r being b lown up  on the 26th, and  two 

Da imlers and  a  Dingo on the 29th, a ll luc kily without any c asua lties. 

 

 On 31 Dec ember another resc ue opera tion was suc c essfully mounted  to b ring to sa fety 120 men of the 

50th RTR, sta tioned  ten miles east of Athens a t Pa llini wireless sta tion, whic h p rovided the only d irec t link 

between Athens and  London. Severa l roadb loc ks c overed  by sniper fire had  to be c lea red , resulting  in 

fourteen ELAS killed  and  three p risoners being taken. 

 

 


