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The 2nd Household Cavalry Regiment 

(Guards Armoured) 

When the Sec ond  World  War began the 

two Household  c ava lry was formed  of 

the Life Guards and  the Roya l Horse 

Guards (the Blues). 

 

These two reg iments p rovided  a  horsed  

reg iment for the 1st Cava lry Division 

whic h was sent to Pa lestine and  la tter 

formed  the c ore of the 10th Armoured 

Division under the title of the 1st 

household  Cava lry Regiment (1 HCR). 
 

 

A tra ining reg iment based  in Windsor gave up  its horses in 1941 and  bec ame the Household  Cava lry Motor 

Regiment, then the ‘Sec ond  Household  Cava lry Armoured  Car Regiment’  and  fina lly the Sec ond  

Household  Cava lry Regiment (2 HCR). 

 

The 2HCR a lso ma inta ined  a  sma ll reserve reg iment based  in London.; 

 

After mec haniza tion the Life Guards c ommanded  and  sta ffed  the 1HCR and  the Blues the 2HCR even 

though they were offic ia l a  sing le c omposite unit. 

 

The household  c ava lry d isembarked  on the shores of the Normandy beac hhead  on the 14th July and  were 

assigned  to VIII Corps. The reg iment had  a rrived  in time to form part of the rec onna issanc e sc reen made 

ready for the c ommenc ement of opera tion Goodwood , the p lan to open the front to the east by massive 

a rmoured  a ttac k ac ross the p la in of Caen and  then onward  to the south and  east. 

 

In the event opera tion Goodwood  resulted  in appa lling  losses to the British tank and  other a rmoured  

reg iments, but fortunately the 2HCR was spared  due to the lac k of opportunity to c ommit a  lightly a rmed  

but highly mob ile rec onna issanc e forc e. 

 

When a t the end  of July the a llied  p repared  to b reak out of the Normandy beac hhead , they were in fac t 

well behind  sc hedule, pa rtly due to the impenetrab le terra in of the bosc ages c omb ined  with poor weather 

and  the German high c ommand order tha t no stra teg ic  withd rawa l would  be permitted . 

 

Another la tter la rge assault on the Caen by Canad ian troops, was a  thankless task but whic h served  the 

purpose of d iverting  a  la rge forc e of enemy a rmour to this front. This resulted  in a  weakening of German 

resistanc e a long the Americ an sec tor to the west.  

On the 27 July a t the Americ an front, the Americ ans sta rted  to b reak out to the south, the British front line 

however rema ined  rela tively sta tic . 

 

 

The p roposed  British trust, Opera tion Bluec oa t was intended  to be a  powerful two p ronged  a ttac k with XXX 

c orps head ing south towards Mount Pic on and  VIII Corps making a  wider sweep  to the west and  just 

entering  the Americ an Sec tor. 

This thrust required  both c orps to be withd rawn from the Caen front and  switc hed  by c omplic a ted  

manoeuvres to the western British flank.  

Desp ite va liant advanc es both Corps enc ountered  heavy fighting  and  the p lanned  b reakout had  not 

oc c urred , the a ttac h being held  up  by fierc e German resistanc e, the demolition of key b ridges and  the use 

of the d readed  88mm anti a irc ra ft gun as an very effec tive anti tank sc reen. 

 

On the 31st July C squadron of the 2HCR were tasked  with b reaking through the German lines and  p rob ing 

behind  to estab lish the loc a tion and  estab lishment of enemy forc es.  
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Then a t about 10.30 in the morning just as tanks and  infantry were forming up  for yet another slogg ing 

matc h to push bac k the front into the village of St.Martin Besac es a  fa int rad io massage was heard  from C 

Squadron. 

 

The message , definite and  una ltered  ran thus’  1 say aga in, a t 1035 hours the b ridge a t 637436 is c lear of 

enemy and  still intac t’ . 

 

This message meant tha t Lieutenant Powell had  found  a  c lean way through enemy lines, and  was a t this 

moment a  good  six miles behind  them.  He was a rmed  with one Da imler a rmoured  c a r and  one Da imler 

Dingo sc out c a r. He had  somehow slipped  through the 88mm gun sc reen c overing  this sec tor, and  traveling 

through Floret L Eveque had  reac hed  the b ridge over the River Souleuvre lead ing to the Le Beny boc age 

and  the ma in road  Vire beyond .  

 

This was wonderful news and  would  have a  vita l bearing  not only on the forthc oming ba ttle but the future 

of the a llied  opera tions.   

 

Tha t morning C squadron had  c onsisted  of Lieutenant Dic kie Powells Troop , c onsisting of two Da imler 

a rmed  c ars and  two d ingo’s.   Shortly a fter departure one of the a rmoured  c a rs had  suffered  a  mec hanic a l 

fa ilure and  the following d ingo had  to rema in behind  as it c ould  not pass the la rger c a r in the narrow 

banked  lanes.  Powell had  then c ontinued  with just the two vehic les.  In the sc out c ar was Trooper GB Bland  

of Epp ing (a  p rinter by trade) and  his d river Trooper HGP Read .  In the a rmoured  c a r Lieutenant Powel, his 

gunner opera tor Corpora l P stap les and  d river Trooper Cla rke. 

 

In Trooper Blands own words: 

 

‘ The first four miles were nerve rac king for us as this was the first taste of lead ing into the unknown, so 

to speak. Early on we had  found  ourselves with only two c a rs left.  Shortly a fterwards I had  spotted  a  

German lookout guard , he ran, but luc kily a  grenade I threw ac c ounted  for him. 

The idea  of using  the grenade was better than using  the guns as it was ha rder for the enemy to 

determine what it was, whic h served  us luc ky as we quic kly c ame ac ross a  c oup le of 88mm’s and  a  

number of sma ller c a lib re jobs. 

 

Fortunately they were without warning and  a lthough they tried  hard  they missed  us, we pushed  on 

hurried ly now, in order to get past this stic ky spot and  get through sa fely. 

 

I remember Lieutenant Powell shouting  a  remark to me ‘  we might as well try what’ s in front it c ant 

be worse tha t trying to nec k it bac k through tha t lot’ .  After taking a  number of post by surp rise, I 

had  oc c asion to look a t the map and  rea lise we were c lose to the b ridge and  a lso a  ra ther long 

way bac k from Headquarters. This c ame as a  b it of a  shoc k. 

 

We tried  to get a  (rad io) message through but c ould  a t tha t time not make c ontac t. It was dec ided 

tha t I should  have a  c rac k a t c rossing the b ridge, c overed  by the a rmoured  c a r. It worked  and  a fter 

d ismounting myself and  c orpora l read  slipped  up  behind  a  German sentry and  quietly finished  him 

off. We had  to d ispose of any suc h visitors in a  simila r way other wise we were sunk as there was not 

a  hope of hold ing any numbers off with just the two c ars if the warning went off. 

 

I think is was shear luc k tha t we were never spotted  as we la tter lea rned  tha t a  number of Panther 

tanks had  the b ridge c overed . We had  dec ided  to hold  the b ridge d ismounted  and  this kep t us out 

of site. The c a rs were c overed  in bushes. Only Corpora l Stap les rema ined  with the c a rs to try and  

make c ontac t. Whic h he d id  a fter some brilliant rad io opera ting ’  

 

Upon rec eip t of the message bac k a  HQ tanks were send  to relive C troop  and  sec ure the b ridge, but these 

were met by the now a lerted  anti tank guns. 

 

It was not until the a fternoon when five tanks from the 2nd  Northants Yeomanry a rrived  a t the b ridge a fter 

nearly shooting  up  Powell’ s Troop  in the p roc ess.   The forc e then held  the b ridge defended  for the next 6 
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hours, by whic h time it had  been dec ided  to push the entire d ivision over it and  the lead ing tanks of 29th 

b rigade had a lready a rrived  on this mission. 

 

The c apture of this key bridge and  the advanc e southwards whic h it made possib le was unquestionab ly a  

turning point in the c ampa ign in Franc e.  Momentum had  been found  and  the Germans had  made a  ra re 

error. From this point on VIII Corps pushed  on to p lay a  full role in a id ing the Allied  b reakout from the 

lodgment a rea  a round  the  beac hhead  

 

 

Genera l Roberts, Commander in Chief 11th Armoured , had  rea lised  the opportunity. The entire Army p lan 

was c hanged  and  its most westerly troops now bec ame rec ognized  as the ma in striking  c omponent.  The 

c ommand ing heights of the Le Beny –Boc age now lay in the grasp  of the British forc es and  they were 

ordered  a fter sec uring  them to push on with a ll speed . 

 

It is indeed  astonishing tha t in modern war, bec ause of two well designed  sma ll rec onna issanc e vehic les, 

lightly a rmed but fitted  with wireless c ommunic a tion equipment. 

That an entire a rmy p lan c an be a ltered  in suc h short spac e of time on rec eip t of a  feint message sent by 

five men on a  b ridge, six miles behind  enemy the line. 

 

On 15th August, troops of the 2nd  HCR were first in the Crossing of the Noireau, while on 31st August, near 

Amiens, three troops c aptured  three b ridges over the Somme, well ahead of the rest of the whole Army, 

and  held  them until the Guards Armoured  Division c rossed .  

 

Therea fter, 2nd  HCR, lead ing the Guards Armoured  Division (whic h spearheaded  the 31st Army Group  into 

Northern Franc e), made rap id  headway, and  by the 3rd  Sep tember bec ame the first British troops to re-

enter Belg ium. 

 

On the same day, 'A' Squadron 2nd  HCR entered  Brussels a t approximately 1730 hrs, and  c ontinued  the 

advanc e the following day as fa r as Louva in. On 10th September, 1944, a  troop  of 2nd  HCR suc c eeded  in 

rec onnoitring  the important b ridge over the Esc aut Cana l, near Neerpelt, by means of whic h the whole 

British Army were to enter Holland . 

 

During  the grea t ‘Market ga rden’  a irborne opera tion to take the la rge b ridges a t Grave, Nijmegen and  

Arnhem, 2nd  HCR were c onstantly on forward  pa trols. Two troops managed  to get through heavy German 

defenc es on the Neder Rijn and  made c ontac t with the Polish a irborne near Driel, Arnhem. 

 

These troops jo ined  the a irborne in their ga llant but unsuc c essful fight, and  eventua lly got bac k to their own 

Squadron. 

 

In February 1945, the Reg iment was emp loyed  in the Nijmegen sec tor a t a  time when the Germans were 

despera tely fighting the British advanc e to the Rhine.  

 

2nd  HCR c rossed  the Rhine a t Rhees with the Guards Armoured  Division, and  began advanc ing to the 

North and  West.  

 

Near Lingen (3rd  April, 1945) a  troop  of 2nd  HCR found  a  b ridge over the River Ems, unb lown but strong ly 

held . The b ridge was subsequently stormed  by men of the Guards Armoured  Division. 

 

The last ba ttle honour of the 2nd  HCR was in the fighting  a round  - and  c apture of - Bentheim, on the 

German/ Dutc h frontier in April 1945. After this it c ontinued  the advanc e between Hamburg and  Bremen 

and  ended  the war by entering  the German nava l base of Cuxhaven on 'VE' Day.  

 

It is worth noting  tha t the Sec ond  Household  Cava lry Reg iment was desc ribed  by Genera l Sir Brian Horroc ks 

as the " finest a rmoured  c a r reg iment he had  ever seen". 
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Image c ourtesy of Harry Rose Family. 

 

Desc rip tion: Photograph showing Trooper Harry Rose d riving  the d ingo past a  c ap tured  88mm gun 

reputed ly somewhere in Normandy Franc e. 

 

Note tha t the c a r bears the Guards Armoured  signs and  tha t the rec c e unit 44 markings has does not have 

the white top  denoting  the unit to be under the c ontrol of the c orps 

 

Reputed ly June /  July 1944 
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Image c ourtesy of Graham Darville 

Photographer Lanc e Corp  Arthur Alex Charles Darville 

Trooper Arthur Alex Charles Darville and  the Blues c rossing the Albert Cana l 

7-8th th Sep tember 1944 

 

Image c ourtesy of Graham Darville Photographer Trooper Arthur Alex Charles Darville 

Lanc e Corp  Arthur Alex Charles Darville a t the wheel In Holland  just before Market Garden 

For a   b it of R and  R. 
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Image c ourtesy of Graham Darville Photographer Lanc e Corp  Arthur Alex Charles Darville 

Lanc e Corp  Arthur Alex Charles Darville, was the d river of the above Da imler heavy. The Guards Eye c an be 

seen high up  on the right wing. And  the horn looks as if it is still c overed  in wa terp roofing. 

 
Image c ourtesy of Graham Darville . Photographer Lanc e Corp  Arthur Alex Charles Darville 

Even the war stopped  for a  c uppa , Trooper Arthur Alex Charles Darville on the right and  the unidentified  

Commander of his Armoured  Car is sea ted  on the Left.  Note the improvised  tent and  interesting  c ampa ign 

c ha irs fastened  to jerry c ans. Plus the use of white enamel tin mugs near the front line (whic h many 

historians say should  never oc c ur). 
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Image c ourtesy of Arno Lasoe  

Photographer Unknown 

 

Desc rip tion: C Squadron c ommanded  by Ma jor Herbert, passed  through Tournia  having just passed  through 

the Belg ium border a t Bac hy amidst sc enes of g rea t jub ila tion. They went on the way to libera te Brussels the 

same day. 

  

C squadron was sta ffed  by the following rec onna issanc e troop  leader, one of whom is no doubt shown 

stand ing in the c a r 

  

Lieutenant N D Paget 

Lieutenant A V Young 

Lieutenant R M Ha lliday 

Lieutenant D A Corbet 

Cap ta in R Wrottesley 

  

The town of Tournia  had  a lready been libera ted  by the Americ ans two hours ea rlier tha t morning and  most 

of the key b ridges were hold  by US troops. 

  

Unfortuna tely the Americ ans had  then run out of petrol and  c ould  advanc e no further. 

 

Date: Morning of 3rd  Sep tember 1944 
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Image c ourtesy of the IWM Photo referenc e BU399A (film extrac t) 

 

A sc out c a r passes a  burning German vehic le 

2nd  HCR/ Guards Armoured  Division  

 

3rd  September 1944 
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Image c ourtesy of the offic ia l reg imenta l history book "The Household  Cava lry At War". 

 

Desc rip tion: Photograph showing the entry of Lieut Wordsworth & Trp  Ben Fisher into Eng ien.  Note tha t as 

yet there a re few peop le in the ma in street and  no welc oming flags out. 

 

3rd  September 1944 
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Image c ourtesy of British Pa the & IWM film a rc hive BU478 

Photographer Unknown 

Desc rip tion: Da imler a rmoured  c a rs and  staghounds of the 2nd  household  c ava lry enter Brussels to sc enes of 

jub ila tion.   

Afternoon of the 3rd Sep tember 1944 
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Extrac t c ourtesy of M Mc Neil from the book After the Battle 
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Extrac t c ourtesy of M Mc Neil the book After the Battle 

 

Dingo scout cars 206670 & F205767 
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Image c ourtesy of the offic ia l reg imenta l history book "The Household  Cava lry At War". 

 

Desc rip tion: Photograph showing advanc e units of the British Sec ond  Army in the Dutc h village of 

Va lkenswaard  

Date: 10.25am, 17th Sep tember 1944 
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Image c ourtesy of the offic ia l reg imenta l history book "The Household  Cava lry At 

War". 

Opera tion Market Garden, XXX_Corps_2nd  HCR in Holland . 18th September 1944, Wa iting  to resume the 

advanc e northwards from Va lkenswaard . M.Q.M.C Thomson, fac ing c amera  on left of the 44 sign, c an be 

seen speaking to the d river, Trooper Reg Holmes, and  sc out c a r c ommander, Cp l. "Mac " Mc Neill, in the 

lead  sc out c a r from 2 Troop , C Squadron. 

 

 Behind  them, leaning out of the Armoured  Car, is Lt. Arthur Young. He was awarded  the Milita ry Cross in 

rec ognition of what the Troop  ac hieved  four days la ter in Driel. Tha t day ended  in tragedy when British 

tanks fired  on them and  Trooper Holmes was killed . 

 

(The c ensor orig ina lly b lotted  out the Corps signs and  the "Littlejohn" appara tus on the 2-pd r. guns of the 

Household  Cava lry a rmoured  c a rs when this p ic ture was pub lished  in the newspapers).  

Da te 17th September 1944 



 

 On Ac tive Servic e- Household Cavalry 1939-1945 

The Daimler Fighting Vehic les Projec t – Part d1a 

www.daimler-fighting-vehic les.c o.uk 

 

 15

 
 

 
 

 
Image c ourtesy of Ferd inand  van den Boomen & Rien Harink.  

Photographer: Unknown Doc tor in Va lkenswaard . 

Desc rip tion: Sc enes taken by an amateur photographer with a  8mm movie c amera . 

Da te 17th September 1944 
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Image c ourtesy of Ferd inand  van den Boomen.  

Photographer : Unknown  

Desc rip tion:  A DAC possib ly of the 2HCR passes through Stra tumsed ijk, on the c orridor to the South of 

Eindhoven. 

Da te 18th September 1944 

 
Image c ourtesy of Ferd inand  van den Boomen.  

Photographer : Unknown  
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Desc rip tion: A DAC possib ly of the 2HCR passes through Bosc hd ijk to the south wewstof the Woenselsestreet 

(w ith the yellow/ orange a ir rec ognition 'c loth' on the bac k of he tank). 

Da te 18th September 1944 

 

 
Image c ourtesy of Ferd inand  van den Boomen   

Libera tion of Nijmegen). 

!8th sep t 44 
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Image c ourtesy of the IWM Photo referenc e B10127 

Photographer: taken by Sgt Midggely  

 

Desc rip tion: Opera tion Market Garden, XXX_Corps_2nd  HCR in Holland .  

Da imler Sc out c a r and  Da imler Armoured  c a rs passing through the c rowds a t Eindhoven. 

 

(Note tha t the la rge roundels and  sta rs pa inted  on the upper pa rts of the Da imler a rmoured  c a r turrets and  

orange c oloured  sheets fixed  to the rea r eng ine c overs for a irc ra ft rec ognition purposes.) 

 

18th September 1944 
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Image c ourtesy of Ferd inand  van den Boomen & Rien Harink.  

 

From a  book c a lled  "De bevrijd ing  van Eindhoven/ the libera tion of Eindhoven 

Sourc ed  from: the Munic ipa lity Arc hives Eindhoven 

Photographer Unknown 

 

Desc rip tion: The First c ontac t between British and  Americ an forc es. The Rec c e Troop  of Lieutenant R Pa lmer 

( the man on the left in the a rmoured  c a r) has managed  a fter muc h wandering to find  a  route a round  

Eindhoven and  has entered  Woensel from the west. Para troopers of the 506th Reg iment welc ome the British. 

 

12.15pm Monday 18 September 1944 

 



 

 On Ac tive Servic e- Household Cavalry 1939-1945 

The Daimler Fighting Vehic les Projec t – Part d1a 

www.daimler-fighting-vehic les.c o.uk 

 

 20

 
 Image c ourtesy of Ferd inand  van den Boomen & Rien Harink.  

 

Desc rip tion: 

The village of Heumen. Close to the 'Molenhook'-b ridge ac ross the Meuse-Waa l Cana l 

17-18 September 1944 
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Image c ourtesy of Ferd inand  van den Boomen & Rien Harink.  

Photographer Unknown 

Desc rip tion: This p ic ture is situa ted  in Eindhoven in the Woenselsestreet whic h was part of the c enterline of 

advanc e for Opera tion Market Garden. In the first house there is a  little ba rbershop  and  the on the sign a re 

written the pric es a re for ha irc uts. 

 

Is has been identified  from persons who a re familia r with the street tha t the Da imlers a re d irec ted  towards 

the north.  500 meters south of this very position there was a  German 88mm c anon whic h was elimina ted  by 

101st  "sc reaming eagle" d ivision on the morning 18 Sep tember. 

It is assumed tha t the photo must be taken during the la te morning of the 18th Sep tember and  is Lieutenant 

Pa lmers B Troop .  

 

Other troops d id  a rrive a t the same loc a tion la ter in the day but these has passed  through the c entre of 

Eindhoven and  it was reported  tha t ‘  it seemed tha t the popula tion possessed  inexhaustib le supp lies of 

c ha lk with whic h they tried  to sc ribb le there names on the c ars as they passed  by’ . 

 

As none of the c a rs have visib le c ha lk markings it is unlikely to be other troops. 
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Travelling  with Lieutenant Pa lmers Rec onna issanc e troop  (XXX c orps) was a  Humber sc out c a r c ommanded  

by Capta in Ba ld ing and c a rrying in add ition an Americ an sergeant with a  wireless set.  

Who’s task it was to try and  estab lish c ontac t with his a irborne c ompatriots a t the earliest opportunity. 

Cap ta ins Ba ld ing a im was to lia ise with the 101st US a irborne north of Eindhoven and  keep  the reg iment 

informed of developments of the situa tion. 

 

At first sma ll streams and little wooden b ridges ba ffled  a ll a ttempts to c ross them. But with admirab le 

perseveranc e B troop  kep t pegg ing away. Eventua lly a  way was found  ac ross the River De Run. And  there 

a fter the route improved. 

Enemy were enc ountered  but soon dea lt with, for c lea rly nobody expec ted  the a rmour to a ttempt suc h a  

c ross c ountry run. And  shortly before midday Lieutenant Pa lmer linked  up  with the Americ an forc es to the 

north of Eindhoven near a  village c a lled  Woensel. 

 

The troop  was enthusiastic a lly greeted  by Brigad ier Higg ins Sec ond  in c ommand of 101st a irborne Divisions. 

 

From him it is lea rnt tha t the northern approac hed  to Eindhoven were not yet c lea r of enemy and  tha t the 

Germans had  b lown the b ridge a t Son when the Americ ans were two hundred  yards from it.  

This was bad new as severa l hours would  be lost repa iring  it. However Capta in Ba ld ing was ab le to pass 

bac k over the wireless the exac t measurements of the gap  and  other RE requirements whic h enab le the 

nec essary b ridg ing materia l to be b rought up  the moment the b ridge was reac hed  by the remainder of 

XXX Corps. 

In add ition he was ab le to forward  a  request tha t a  telephone c a ll be put through to Son244.  

This unorthodox manoeuvre stra ight through the German c ontrolled  telephone exc hange was c a rried  out 

with c omplete suc c ess and  the Americ an offic er was ab le to inform d ivisiona l headquarters tha t the 

a irborne eng ineers were a lready hard  a t work p reparing  the approac hes south of the b ridge. 

 

The information tha t the ‘ stab le boys’  had  met up  with their ‘ fea thered  friends’  c rea ted  grea t exc itement 

a t Divisiona l Headquarter as the first of the tree link ups on the way to Arnhem had  now been ac hieved . 

 

Pa lmers troop  rema ined  a t Woensel to awa it the tanks of the Grenad ier Guards who were to follow the 

a rmoured  c a rs and  for the Irish Guards to c ontinue fighting north from Aa lst. By three o’c loc k in the 

a fternoon, Americ an foreword  pa trols had  fought there way as fa r south as the ra ilway line north of the 

town c entre of Eindhoven, But the Americ an pa ra trooper were not too happy about there eastern flank 

whic h in p lac es was to be hard  p ressed .  Lieutenant Pa lmer had  a lready met some wounded  Americ ans 

who told  him they would  be gra teful for help  in repelling  German a ttac ks on another b ridge they were 

hold ing a t west of Son. 

 

As further immed ia te advanc e was c urta iled  by the b lown b ridge a t Son Ma jor Wigna l gave permission for 

Pa lmer to go to the a id  of the Americ ans and  until dusk fought a t there side. Fina lly being ordered  to 

withd raw, b ring ing the Americ ans bac k to Son on top  of the armoured  c a rs. 

 

The Son b ridge was c ompleted  before sc hedule and  a  few minutes before six o’ c loc k in the morning of the 

19th Sep tember the Troops of Armoured  c a rs c rossed  the b ridge towards Arnhem. 
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Image c ourtesy of Ferd inand  van den Boomen   

Photographer Found  in the a rc hives of the old  munic ipa lity of ' Oerle' (nowadays c a lled  veldhoven). 

Taken on the route of Lt. Pa lmers flanking manouver out to the west, to reappear severa l hours la ter in the ' 

Woensel'-part of Eindhoven. 

The information with the photo gave away tha t it was taken on the 18th of Sepember and  tha t it was one 

of the vehic les of the unit of Lt. Pa lmer. The road  signs a firm tha t the loc a tion is New Churc h street a t Oerle. 

And  this is west of Eindhoven. (Don't let the name New Churc h street fool you. This was just a  little village 

with a  few fa rmhouses grouped  in the fields.) It is a  fine spot to foc us on when you flank west and  a  nic e 

'c overed ' c rossroad  to turn in d irec tion of Eindhoven North  

 

Taken on the route of Lt. Pa lmers flanking manouver out to the west, to reappear severa l hours la ter in the ' 

Woensel'-part of Eindhoven. 

The information with the photo gave away tha t it was taken on the 18th of Sepember and  tha t it was one 

of the vehic les of the unit of Lt. Pa lmer. The road  signs a firm tha t the loc a tion is New Churc h street a t Oerle. 

And  this is west of Eindhoven. (Don't let the name New Churc h street fool you. This was just a  little village 

with a  few fa rmhouses grouped  in the fields.) It is a  fine spot to foc us on when you flank west and  a  nic e 

'c overed ' c rossroad  to turn in d irec tion of Eindhoven North 
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Image c ourtesy of Ferd inand  van den Boomen & Rien Harink.  

From a  book ‘ the Pic toria l history of Woensel’  

Photographer Unknown 

 

Desc rip tion: Another photo taken a long Woenselsestreet, showing Trooper Mac  Mc Niel left, Driver Reg 

Holmes Midd le and  another unidentified  member of B Troop . 

 

Monday 18 September 1944 

22nd  Sept 

The mixed  Column of the 129th b rigade made c ontac t with the poles (a t Driel) by ha lf past eight in the 

evening, but the link up  was marred  by a  most unfortunate inc ident whic h oc c urred  in the ha lf light. 

  

On hearing the rumb le of tanks Lieutenant Young’s troop  (who had  reac hed  the poles ea rlier) moved  

forward  to c autiously investiga te having been warned  tha t the relieving  forc e was on the way. soon the 

lead ing c a r c aught a  g limpse of a  Sherman turret and  Lieut Young ordered  tha t the poles nearest showed 

rec ognition panels. the a rmoured  c a rs likewise bought out there yellow strips and  then advanc ed  down the 

road  to welc ome the British forc e c arrying  yellow smoke c a rtridges whic h they fired  off libera lly. 

 

However the lead ing tank fa iled  to rec ognise the signa ls and  opened  fire on the troop  whic h was ha lf 

exposed , The first shot c aused  superfic ia l damage to Young’s c a r c a rrying  away the tool box, a  tyre etc . But 

the sec ond  shot d rilled  a  hole in the front a rmour p la te of the sec ond  c ar killing  Trooper Regina ld  Holmes 

outright. 

 

The troop ’s immed ia te reac tion was to imag ine tha t the Sherman’s were being used  by the enemy and  

severa l poles who had  witnessed  the ep isode were p reparing  to take them on with bazookas. but then the 

sound  of an English voic e was heard  and  it was rea lised  tha t there had  been a  trag ic  mistake.  

 

Trooper Holmes was buried  the next day in Driel c hurc hyard  with full milita ry Honours. 
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Image c ourtesy of the offic ia l reg imenta l history book "The Household  Cava lry At War"  

It is noted  tha t the IWM a lso has this photo but inc orrec tly a ttributes the loc a tion of the p ic ture as Grave 

Photographer Sgt Midggely  

Opera tion Market Garden, in Holland . 

 

Desc rip tion: "Holland . L./ Cp l Benstead  (c entre) and  Tpr. Strange (rea r) of XXX Corps, 2nd  HCR. Are 

welc omed  by happy Eindhoven peop le a t the Junc tion of Aa lsterwag and  Orc ideeenstraa t.  

Few loc a l will have imagined  tha t the pub lic  a ir ra id  shelter in the bac kground  would  within 24 hours 

bec ome a  d ire nec essity. (Note tha t the old  VIII Corps sign has not yet been pa inted  out.) 

Da te: 20th Sep tember1944 

 
The same loc a tion in May 2010. 
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Image c ourtesy of Ferd inand  van den Boomen   

Taken very early in the morning of the 19th Sep t in Stra tumsed ijk, ( inner c ity in Eindhoven)  

by Dr.ir. J van Slooten ( who worked in the Phillips p roduc t develop ing p lant). 

Loc ation. 
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Photo c ourtesy of M Mc Niel  

From a  book c a lled  "Dangerous Lia ison" by Derek Cooper, who was a  2HCR offic er. 

 DAC of B Troop  named BEAUFORT, F207825 

 
Photo c ourtesy of BeeldBank . 

Photographer :Unknown 

Desc rip tion: 2nd  Household  Cava lry Regiment d ingo passed  by a rmour of the Guards Division 

 Circ a  19 September 1944. 
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Extrac t c ourtesy of M Mc Neil from the book After the Ba ttle 

Photographer: not known 

 

Desc rip tion: Early on the morning of the 22 Sep tember two Rec c e troops of the reg iment’ s C squadron 

ventured  out of the Nijmegan b ridgehead  and  shielded  by thic k fog  slipped  through the German lines and  

reac hed  the Polish Parac hute Brigade a t Dreil w ithout firing  a  shot.  

 

The first pa rty was 5 Troop  c ommanded  by Cap ta in Lord  R Wrottessley who a rrived  a t 0800 and  the sec ond  

N0 2 Troop  led  by Lieutenant Arthur Young c ame an hour la tter. 

The two troops c omprised  just eight vehic les, four a rmoured  c a rs and  four sc out c a rs c rewed  by 20 men. 

 

The d river in the photo is Trooper L Gadsden but the c ommander has not been identified . 

 

 

Da te: 22nd  September1944 
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Extrac t c ourtesy of M Mc Neil from the book After the Ba ttle 
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Image c ourtesy of the an Unknown Dutc h Civilian 

Photographer: not known 

Desc rip tion: Da imler a rmoured  c a r pulls up  a t Nijmegen, and  soon c rowns ga ther to greet the libera tors. 

 Circ a  November 1944 
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Image c ourtesy of the offic ia l reg imenta l history book "The Household  Cava lry At War". 

Photographer: not known 

Desc rip tion: At rest in the village of Haps. Lieut Jonkheer Groenix van Zoelen’s Troop .  

(Top  Row, left to right) Tpr Savaage. . Lieut van Zoelen, Trp  Sc ott, Cp l of H Davs. Trp  Coates (botton row) Tpr 

Tuc kfield , Cp l Chec kley & Trp  Pragnell. Circ a  November 1944. 

 

 
Photo c ourtesy of Mic hael Mc Neil persona l c ollec tion 

Photographer Corp  Mac  Mc Neil 

Desc rip tion: C Squadron b reak for a  b rew-up , note the mine tape a t the side of the roadway. 

Circ a  1944. 



 

 On Ac tive Servic e- Household Cavalry 1939-1945 

The Daimler Fighting Vehic les Projec t – Part d1a 

www.daimler-fighting-vehic les.c o.uk 

 

 32

 
Photo c ourtesy of Mic hael Mc Neil persona l c ollec tion 

Photographer Corp  Mac  Mc Neil 

Desc rip tion: A shot taken in Europe during  the winter of 1944-45 of DAC Cava lier 

 

 
Extrac t c ourtesy of Trooper Bill Plywell 

Photographer Bill Plywell 

Desc rip tion: DAC F20062 of D squadron, taken in Holland  Sept 44, and  d riven by Bill. 
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Extrac t c ourtesy of Robert Sc ott 

Photographer : Unknbown 

Desc rip tion: Fa llen c omrades of Trp  Charles Sunnuc ks.  

Cp l Eric  Rose & Trooper John Senior killed  by bazooka  and  burnt out near Gennep  Bridge, Maas, Holland . 

Date: 27.10.44. 
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Extrac t c ourtesy of Beeld  Bank  c ollec tion 

Photographer : Unknbownl 

Desc rip tion: An unidentified  Trooper of wha t looks to the Household  Cava lry, due to the shape of the c apm 

badge, taken by Louise Vermeulen, 30 High Street, Nijmegen. 

Circ a  winter 1944-45. 
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Image c ourtesy of the Trooper Alfred  William Bolden. 

Desc rip tion: C Squadron 2HCR & Dingo F329366 in Marientha l Germany  

-Oc t 1945 

 
Image c ourtesy of the Trooper Alfred  William Bolden. 

Desc rip tion: War Department Driving Permit /  A squadron 1st Household  Cava lry 

15th Sep t 1943 
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Image c ourtesy of the Steve Breakell. 

Desc rip tion: Cp l D.A,Breakell stands by his D Troop  sc out c a r named DELILAH. 

He was la tter seriously injured  in the on the 25th April while a ttempting to libera te the Sandbosta l 

c onc entra tion c amp who’s loc a lity was being defended  by a  ha lf c ompany of SS. 

DAC F207734 & DSC F329532 c an be observed  to the rea r. 

Da te: c irc a  winter 44-45 
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Photo c ourtesy of Mic hael Mc Neil persona l c ollec tion 

Photographer Corp  Mc  Mc Neil 

Desc rip tion: 1944-45  

 
Photo c ourtesy of Mic hael Mc Neil persona l c ollec tion 

Photographer Corp  Mc  Mc Neil 

Desc rip tion: Wolfenbuttel Barrac ks (ex Luftwa ffe) used  by 2HCR winter 1944 
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Photo c ourtesy of Mic hael Mc Neil persona l c ollec tion 

Photographer Corp  Mac  Mc Neil 

Desc rip tion: Wolfenbuttel ba rrac ks (ex Luftwa ffe) used  by 2 HCR winter 1944 

 
Photo c ourtesy of Mic hael Mc Neil persona l c ollec tion 

Photographer Corp  Mac  Mc Neil 

Desc rip tion:… .1944 
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Image c ourtesy of the offic ia l reg imenta l history book "The Household  Cava lry At War". 

Desc rip tion: On Rotenberg aerodrome, The Guards Armoured  Division bade fa rewell to its tanks and  the 

foot Guards reverted  to their infantry role.  The 2HCR provided an esc ort for Field  Marsha ll Montgomery, 

who took the sa lute a t the marc h past of two hundred  and  fifty tanks. In the two Da imler a rmoured  c ars 

(Left to right) Lieut Murray, Trp  Dean Lieut Buc hanan Ja rd ine and  his opera tor. 

9th June 1945 
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Image c ourtesy of the Trooper Alfred  William Bolden. 

Desc rip tion: Dispatc h Rider of C Squadron 2HCR,  

Circ a  1944 - 1945 
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Photo c ourtesy of Mic hael Mc Neil persona l c ollec tion 

Photographer Corp  Mac  Mc Neil 

Desc rip tion: Farewell to a rmour pa rade, Rotenberg aerodrome. Da te: 9th June 1945 
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Image c ourtesy of the Trooper Alfred  William Bolden who served  between 1942-1947. 

Desc rip tion: illustra tion p rovided  by E Meade King for the 2HCR Christmas c a rds in 1943 & 44. 
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Image c ourtesy of the Trooper Alfred  William Bolden who served  between 1942-1947. 

Desc rip tion: illustra tion p rovided  by E Meade King for the 2HCR Christmas c a rds in 1945 
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Image of the Trooper Alfred  William Bolden who served  between 1942-1947. 

Trooper Bolden was bad ly injured  when his white sc out c a r was hit in August 44.  But saved  by the loc a l 

Dutc h Civilians who hid  the three wounded  from the searc hing Germans.   

Above right is a  greetings c a rd  from the Dutc h family rec eived  post war. Trooper Bolden rec overed  & 

returned  to C troop  just before the end  of hostilities. 

 
Image c ourtesy of the Trooper Alfred  William Bolden who served  between 1942-1947. 

Desc rip tion: Having had  the turrets removed  to be fitted  onto the Da imler heavy a rmoured  c a r, these  

Tetra rc h light tanks were rec onfigured  to ac c ommodate a  heavy gun and  were designa ted  Elec tra ’s. 

This photo a t the end  of the war shows them lined  up  for d isposa l, The Humber sc out c a r is Class III (poor 

c ond ition and  p robab ly destined  for sc rapp ing), and  the elec tras both Class I (good  c ond ition). 
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Image c ourtesy of the Trooper Bill Pywell who served  between 1944-1948. 

Desc rip tion: Typ ic a l Sabre Squadron Vehic les 

1944-1945. 
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Image c ourtesy of Graham Darville Photographer Lanc e Corp  Arthur Alex Charles Darville 

Desc rip tion: 

Lanc e Corp  Arthur Alex Charles Darville, of the Roya l Horse Guards p robab ly in Tienen Belguim, on the route 

of the advanc e with A Squadron. 

5-6th th Sep tember 1944 


