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6th Airborne Recc e Corps  

 

In 1942 C Spec ia l Servic e Squadron of the Roya l Armoured  Corps, formed 

partly from men of the 10th Hussars, was a ttac hed  to 1st Airborne Division, 

c omplete with its Tetra rc h light tanks. La ter it bec ame known as 6th Airborne 

Rec onna issanc e Regiment in 6th Airborne Division and  was based  a t La rkhill, 

on Sa lisbury Pla in 

 

The British 6th Airborne Division was c ommanded  by Ma jor Genera l R.N. 

Ga le, who led  the Division from its c rea tion to 8 Dec ember 1944, when he 

was suc c eeded  by Ma jor Genera l E.L. Bols 

  

The task of the Division in Opera tion Overlord  was to land  units by parac hute and  g lider in the area  to the 

east of the seaborne land ings for the estab lishment of an a ir-head  whose two p rimary tasks were the 

c apture of the Cana l de Caen and River Orne c rossings midway between Caen and  Ouistreham, and  the 

p rovision of a  left-flank guard  for the seaborne land ings aga inst German a ttac ks from the east. 

 

The British 6th Airborne Division had  been c rea ted  on the 3rd  May 1943 with the formation of the d ivisiona l 

headquarters; but the d ivisiona l c ommander assumed c ommand only four days la ter and  the d ivisiona l 

headquarters was only b rought up  to full estab lishment on the  23rd  Sep tember 1943.  The d ivision's first 

element was the 6th Airland ing Brigade, whic h c ame under c ommand the  6th May 1943.  This was jo ined  

la ter in the same month by the 3rd  Parac hute Brigade and  the 72nd  Independent Infantry Brigade, whic h 

a rrived  on 15 and  28 May respec tively.  The la tter unit remained  pa rt of the d ivision for only three days to 

the end  of the month and  was rep lac ed  on the 1st  June 1943 by the 5th Parac hute Brigade, whose HQ 

was c rea ted  out of elements of the 72nd  Independent Infantry Brigade.  For the rest of the war the British 

6th Airborne Division's units were the 3rd  and  5th Parac hute Brigades and  6th Airland ing Brigade. 

 

The British 6th Airborne Division served  under GHQ Home Forc es c ommand from its c rea tion until the 3rd  

Dec ember 1943, when it passed  to the c ommand of HQ Airborne Troops for the period  between 4th 

Dec ember 1943 and  5th June 1944.  From the next day the British 6th Airborne Division c ame under the 

c ommand of the British Ist Corps for the Normandy c ampa ign and  rema ined  under its c ommand  until the 

30th August 1944.  Command was then passed  to the British 21st Army Group before returning  to England 

on the 3rd  September 1944 as part of the British Ist Airborne Corps from the 5th September 1944.  

Command passed  to the War Offic e on the 12th September and  then bac k to the British Ist Airborne Corps 

on 1st Oc tober 1944.  

 

The d ivision returned  to North-West Europe on the  24th Dec ember 1944 under c ommand suc c essively of 

the British 21st Army Group , British XXX Corps, 21st Army Group , British VIII Corps and  fina lly 21st Army Group . 

The d ivision saw no ac tion during  this period  and  returned  to Eng land  and  c ontrol of the British I Airborne 

Corps on the 24th February 1945.  On the 19th Marc h 1945 the d ivision was a lloc a ted  to the US XVIII 

Airborne Corps and  fought under its c ommand in the first stage of the Rhine ba ttle (23 Marc h — 1 April 

1945) before c oming under the c ommand of the British VIII Corps on 29 Marc h 1945.   

 

The d ivision saw no further ac tion a fter the Rhine ba ttle and  c ommand reverted  to the US XVIII Airborne 

Corps on the 1st May 1945.  The d ivision saw out the rema ining days of World  War II under US c ommand  

and  reverted  to the British Ist Airborne Corps only on the 19th May 1945 when it returned  to Eng land . 
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Note the mess tins and  petrol fired  stove on the rea r wing of this c a r F329619. 

This vehic le reputed ly belongs to 6th Airborne Rec c e   

 
image c ourtesy of the IWM 

Photographer: Jones (Sgt) No 5 Army Film & Photographic  Unit 

Churc hill tanks of 6th Guards Tank Brigade pass a  burning Da imler sc out c a r F206486 of the 6th Brigade 

Airborne d ivision, during  the advanc e towards Coesfeld , 30 Marc h 1945. 
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East Meets West, a  sold ier of the red  a rmy inspec ts vehic les belong ing to 

 the 6 a irborne Rec c e 

 


