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Dingo’s in the Royal Navy 

 

Below is an interesting  photo of two Roya l Navy Dingo’s taken on the VE day c elebra tion parade. 

 

It is not c lear if the navy had  these c a rs as pa rt of there estab lishment or were simp ly loaned  tem for the 

day. 

If issued  to the navy the use or purpose of these c a rs is c urrently unknown but it is assumed tha t they 

were used  as p rotec tive vehic les by senior offic ers when traveling a round  la rge nava l estab lishments.#  

 

Or possib ly used  as c ommunic a tion vehic les for Beac h Masters, vehic les of this type were c erta inly used 

for this purpose on the ill fa ted  Dieppe Ra id . 

 

 

Image c ourtesy of the http :/ / www.nava l-history.net 

 

VE day c elebra tion parade in London in 1945 

Two of the Nava l c ommanders in a rmoured  c a rs d riven by nava l ra tings - Admira l Sir John Cunningham 

(no rela tion to ABC), C-in-C Med iterranean and  Admira l Sir Geoffrey Layton 
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Information Rec eived from an Ex Royal marine who served in Northern Ireland and latter in Kuc hing 

Borneo. 1962/ 64. with 3rd Commando Brigade. 

 

Rec eived Feb 2010 

 

 

I'm a  former Roya l Marine who served  in Eg lington N.I. in 1957 / 58 

 

HMS Gannet ( a t Eg lington) was a  mothba lled  nava l a ir sta tion and  deserted  a ir base with a  hand  full of 

Roya l Navy and  WRENS buy nowadays is a  c ivilian a irport. We used  the ma intenanc e ga rage and  lived  

in 2 huts on the site. 

 

The base it's self had  a  c ontingent of WRENS [navy g irls ] and  there were sa ilors too, what exac tly their 

role was is unknown.....to me. [Possib ly stores, admin in genera l, c ooks etc ]. 

There was a lso a  c ivilian workshop  where the vehic les I had  a t my d isposa l were servic ed . 

 

 

Based there was a  detac hment of Roya l Marines , one Offic er , one Sergeant,  one Corpora l and  10 

marines.  Our func tion was to guard  the windmill on top  of the hill behind  Eg lington whic h housed  the 

rad io sta tion. 

My func tion a long with 6 navy personnel was to guard  a  munitions estab lishment on the out skirts of 

Londonderry and  p rovide oc c asiona l bac k up  the Roya l Navy MOD polic e. 

This is where the "d ingo" c ame into it's own as the road  was approx.3 miles long. Where a ll the magazines 

were housed  under ground . 

 

I had  a  c hoic e of 2 Da imler sc out  c a rs, 2 Austin c hamps, 3 Willys knight and  a  M/ C . 

Now for the joke, I was the only one in a  detac hment of 15 who had  a  d riving  lic ense!! 

 

The Da imler sc out c a r was a  good vehic le with 6 speed  box and  a  transfer box g iving  6 reverse gears 

too. Pre selec t and  oil "wet" c lutc h, top  speed  of a round  65 MPH whic h was fast for those days.! 

 

The 0.5 mac hine gun had  been removed  and  rep lac ed  with a  .303 LMG. We only d id  night pa trols so we 

a lso had  a  massive searc h light. No rad ios were fitted , a lthough we had aeria ls , no doubt to c onfuse 

every one. 

The tyres were of the bullet p roof type......no a ir and  ran on a  thic k rubber inner band . 

 

For other work I used  the Austin Champ with a  3litre petrol Rolls Royc e eng ine. 

A number of Marines were taught to d rive in this vehic le on the run way where c ivil a irc ra ft now land  . 

 

As for the Willys Knight left hand  d rive US a rmy "c a r" I wish I c ould  a fford  to buy one now. In a  short 

sentenc e....a  smashing run about. 

 

Although a ll this happened  more than 60 years ago I suppose it's OK to revea l these deta ils? 

 

Terenc e W. PJM. 
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Dingo’s in the Royal Air Forc e 

 

It appears tha t the RAF were issued  a  small number of d iaml;er sc out c a rs for a irfield  sec urity roles, 

Further to the  D Day land ings they were then utilised  as vehic les for forward  sc outing  parties c onsisting  of 

assa lt eng ineers and  RAF sta ff. These parties ere tasked  in loc a ting and  estab lishing suitab le sites for 

a irfio leds as c lose as possib le to the front line as it advanc ed  ac ross europe. 

 

 

Image c ourtesy of the IWM 

Photographer: Ma lind ine (Lt) War Offic e offic ia l photographer 

Desc rip tion: Motorc yc le despatc h riders pass messages to a  headquarters Sc out Car Mk IB F9639 during 

an exerc ise to test a irfie ld  defenc es in the South of Eng land , 

22 July 1941. 
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Image c ourtesy of the IWM 

 

PHOTOGRAPHER: Abbott L H (Flt Lt) Roya l Air Forc e offic ia l photographer 

ROYAL AIR FORCE: ITALY, THE BALKANS AND SOUTH-EAST EUROPE, 1942-1945. 

DESCRIPTION: Two a irmen of No. 2866 Rifle Squadron RAF Regiment c elebra te the end  of the Ita lian 

c ampa ign with a  spec ia l issue of beer, while sitting  on top  of their Da imler Mark I Sc out Car. On the left is 

Lead ing Airc ra ftman H Fowden of London, and  on the right, Lead ing Airc ra ftman J Mills of Colc hester, 

Essex. 

6 May 1945 

 


