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The Inns of Court Regiment 

 

The Inns of Court Reg iment was a  Armoured  reg iment 

of the British Army from May 1932 to May 1961. 

Tra ined  bands assoc ia ted  with the Inns of Court in 

London sta rted  in 1584. 

The Inns of Court, in London, a re the p rofessiona l 

assoc ia tions to one of whic h every Eng lish barrister (and  

those judges who were formerly ba rristers) must belong. 
  

 

Bloomsbury and  Inns of Court Volunteers were estab lished  in 1797. 

In 1859 Inns of Court Volunteers were c onstituted  as an offic er p roduc ing unit, and  in 1881 it bec ame a  

ba tta lion of the Rifle Brigade; in 1908 it bec ame the 27th (County of London) Ba tta lion, The London 

Regiment (Inns of Court). 

 

They owe their nic kname, The Devil's Own, to King  George III, tha t being  his quip  when told  tha t the 

reg iment c onsisted  entirely of lawyers  

 

Natura lly the reg iment c hanged  through the years, both in func tion and  title but in 1908 it bec ame part of 

the Territoria l Army and  took on the role of an offic er tra ining c orps, whic h it ma inta ined  throughout the First 

World  War. 

 

In 1932 the Inns of Court Reg iment was reorganized  as a  squadron of c ava lry and  two c ompanies of 

infantry.  

 

In 1940 the Inns of Court bec ame an a rmoured  c a r reg iment in the Roya l Armoured  Corps and it spent the 

next four years lea rning its trade and taking part in ma jor exerc ises in d ifferent pa rts of Brita in. 

 

 
Photo c ourtesy of the Tank Museum No 3734/ B/ 5 
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The following extrac t c omes from the book Needs Must The History of the Inns of Court Reg iment: 

 

Vanguard  is the Journa l of the Inns of Court and  City Yeomanry Assoc ia tion, Issue No. 17 was pub lished  in 

September 1981. It c onta ined  an a rtic le entitled  'The Parson's Ta le of an a ttempt tha t fa iled  tha t a rtic le was 

written by Prebendary J. du B. Lanc e, MC, who was Chap la in to the Reg iment during  the Sec ond  World  

War. II landed  in Normandy with 'C' Squadron on D-day--6 June  

 

In sp ite of having been ordered  by the Chap la ins' Department to slay behind  with the ma in part of the 

Reg iment. The passages quoted  in this Chapter a re taken from his a rtic le. 

 

 

The p lan was daring  in the extreme if not ha re-bra ined, but it evidently seemed worth trying  to the higher 

c ommand.  

It was tha t we should  pass through the assault troops early in the morning of D-day and  make a  dash 

through the enemy held  c ountry to b low as many as possib le of thirteen bridges south of Caen on the rivers 

Orne and  Odon. The furthest was 30 miles from the sea !  

 

Suc h an opera tion, if suc c essful, would  hold  up  German reinforc ements making for the beac h-head, 

espec ia lly she 21st Panzer Division, whic h was known to be sta tioned  east of the land ing a rea . 

 

There c ould  be no p lan for returning to the beac h-head, whic h by tha t time would  be a  ba ttlefield , so our 

a rmoured  c a rs ,were to c ross the bridges before b lowing them behind  them, then p roc eed  further into 

enemy-held  c ountry for another task. This was top  lie up  in any c over they c ould  find  and  report any enemy 

movements they observed  bac k to reg imenta l headquarters by wireless.  

 

At this stage there c ould  be no p lanning and  a ll depended on persona l initia tive. There was a  c hanc e that 

they c ould  make c ontac t with the Frenc h resistanc e the Marquis, and  ultimately they would  link up  with the 

6th Airborne Division d riving south from their d rop  east of Caen or with troops advanc ing from the beac h-

head . 

 

 

The party was to be a llotted  only two land ing c ra ft, whic h would  sa il d irec t from England  and  go in 

immed ia tely a fter the assault. 

 

We c ould  take as many vehic les as the c ra ft c ould  c a rry, henc e our numbers were thereby severely limited . 

 

The Colonel dec ided  to take the a rmoured  c a r troops of one squadron only, together with a  tiny 

headquarters group . 

 

The squadron was to be d ivided  into twelve ha lf-troops, eac h c onsisting  of an Da imler a rmoured  c a r and  a  

d ingo sc out c ar, to nine of whic h would  be a ttac hed  an a rmoured ha lf-trac k vehic le c a rrying  Roya l 

Engineers and  the nec essary exp losives.  

 

There would  be no room for any support troops a t a ll and  eac h vehic le would  be self supporting in ra tions 

and  extra  petrol.  

 

In the headquarters group  there would  be our Intelligenc e Offic er, who would  a ttac h himself to the 

headquarters of the invasion forc e as our wireless link.  

 

As d istanc es were likely to be great he would  have to be prepared  to move out to ac t as a  relay link with 

our c oops on the other side of the rivers.  

The load ing p lan for the two land ing c ra ft was worked  out by the Chap la in. 
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The personnel were sp lit as follows:  

 

Laud ing Cra ft 1: Ma jor Strakosc h, 7 Suba lterns (ICR), 2 Suba lterns (Rh) and  59 Other Ranks.  

Land ing Cra ft 2: Colonel Bingley, Capta in Warren, Chap la in, 4 Suba lterns (ICR), 3 Suba lterns (RE) and  

65 Other Ranks. 

Capta in Gill (Lia ison Offic er) sa iled  with the Roya l Winnipeg Rifles in another land ing c ra ft. 

Lieutenant Kaye (Intelligenc e Offic er) sa iled  with 50th (North-umbrian) Division.  

 

Our land ing p lac e was about a  mile west of Graye-sur-Mer on limo beac h, whic h is itself about 14 miles west 

of Ouistreham a t the mouth of the Orne.. 

 

We landed  with the 3rd  'Canad ian Division and our time of land ing was H hour p lus 35 minutes, that is a t 

7.35 a .m. 

 

We were to be the first wheeled  vehic les to land , though some spec ia lly adapted  'swimming ' tanks were 

before us. 

 

Just before our due time our two c ra ft c ame together and  made for the beac h side by side. One c ra ft 

landed  sa fely and, a lthough the water was deeper than expec ted , d isembarked  a ll its vehic les. The ac tua l 

beac h was remarkab ly sa fe under the shelter of high sand  dunes, and  they set to a t onc e to remove their 

'wa terp roofing '.  

 

The other c ra ft was unluc ky. She landed  on a  mine and , bac king off to try aga in, snuc k another with her 

stern. There were only two minor c asua lties and  only one sc out c a r was damaged .  

 

That c a r was mine, in the bows just over the exp losion, and  I was sitting  on top  of it. It d id  no harm to me, but 

the suspension of the c ar was ruined. There was nothing for it, and  I watc hed  thousands of pounds worth of 

a rmoured  vehic le being tipped  into the sea  to make way for the rest. 

 

I managed  to grab  my c ommunion vessels and med ic a l box and  bed-roll and  sc ramb le ashore. But the 

land ing ramp was damaged  and  two of the ha lf-trac ks c ould  not make the sea a t tha t depth. In the 

p roc ess the Sec ond-in-Command of the squadron and  the Squadron Sergeant-Ma jor, among others, had  

an involuntary ba the and  watc hed  their squadron rec ords and  nomina l rolls being buried  a t sea  in one of 

the vehic les. Meanwhile the water was rising and in the end  the only thing to do was to wa it for the tide to 

reac h its height and  rec ede aga in. They were a  sitting  ta rget whic h nobody hit. All this meant a  frustra ting 

wa it of some six hours, and  the hope lost of an early sta rt.  

 

Meanwhile the ha lf-troops from the other c ra ft d id  their best to get sta rted  a long the two trac ks from the 

beac h, whic h were supposed  to have been c lea red  of mines by fla il tanks. But two sc out c a rs went up  on 

mines; another a rmoured  c a r was shot up  by an anti-tank gun whic h had  been by-passed  by the infantry; 

another was destroyed  by a  well-defended  road  b loc k on the la tera l road . 

 

It was a  c ostly sta rt for suc h a  small forc e, but the remainder pushed  stead ily on through opposition from 

infantry, anti-tank guns, and  even tanks, and  were eventua lly joined  by the ha lf-troops from the other c ra ft. 

They reac hed  the point near Tierc eville, about five miles a long the road  from the beac h, where it was 

p lanned  tha t the ha lf-troops would  separate to make their separate way to the b ridges.  
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But the line of the opposition round  the beac h head  was a lready beginning to ha rden. In the evening four 

ha lf-troops got as fa r as the ra ilway between Bayeux and  Caen, some eleven miles from the beac h, but it 

was too la te to p ress further. Another group  pushed  south ac ross the river Seulles and  met infantry and 

a rmour.  

 

Unhapp ily rec ognition was poor and  one of our own tanks, seeing an a rmoured  c a r in front of it, mistook it 

for the enemy and  sc ored  a  d irec t hit, killing  the d river and c ommander. By the end  of the first day we had  

lost three a rmoured  c a rs, three sc out c a rs, and  two ha lf-trac ks out of our small forc e.  

 

There had  been no lac k of determina tion and  we had  taken our toll of the enemy, though tha t was not the 

ob jec t of our opera tion, but we were still a  very long way from the river Orne. At first light on the sec ond  day 

the Orne was still our ob jec tive and  a ll the rema ining ha lf-troops made c onsiderab le advanc es over a  very 

wide a rea , but wherever they moved  they found  the opposition ha rdening and  the possib ility of a  b reak-

through bec ame less and  less likely. 

 

In the c ourse of the day there were many adventures, inc lud ing the destruc tion of a  German a rtillery 

headquarters and  the c apture of its Colonel well into enemy c ountry.  

 

Thunderbolts were muc h in evidenc e and  we c a rried  yellow smoke and  yellow silk sheets for identific a tion, 

but they were not a lways effec tive, perhaps bec ause the Americ ans c ould  not believe tha t British a rmour 

had  advanc ed  so fa r.  

 

Tragedy c ame when two of our ha lf-troops were a t Jerusa lem c rossroads some five miles south of Bayeux 

with their a ttac hed  ha lf-trac ks full of exp losives. The Thunder-bolts a ttac ked  and  ob litera ted  the vehic les 

and  the surround ing hamlet. By the third  day a ll possib le hope of suc c ess for our opera tion had  gone. The 

perimeter of the beac h-head  had  bec ome quite well defined  and  German reinforc ements, inc lud ing the 

21st Panzer Division, had a rrived .  

 

Meanwhile the forc es in the beac h-head  were build ing  up , inc lud ing  tanks, and  there were tank battles on 

the perimeter. Suc h ha lf-troops as rema ined  still pushed  on, but by now the opposition was muc h too muc h 

for suc h small forc es.  

 

On the fourth day a ll were withd rawn, but c ontinued  to serve a  most useful purpose as extra  eyes for the 

invad ing  forc e. Their wireless d rill was exc ellent and  they reported  bac k the c ourse of va rious ba ttles to 

c orps HO.  

 

To sum up , our men never gave up , and  they c erta inly went further and  c overed  a  wider front than any 

other unit. On the way they inflic ted  many c asua lties and  sent bac k a  lot of useful information. But no one 

ever c ame near the b ridges whic h were their ob jec tive, and  the c ost was very high. Of the twelve young 

Offic ers and  Sergeants who c ommanded  the ha lf-troops, six were killed  and  another severely wounded .  
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The following dec ora tions were awarded : 

 

MC: 

Capta in S. H. Gill, for ga llantry on the beac hes on 6 June.  

Lieutenant R. Wigram (Posthumously), for lead ing his troop  a ll the way down to the river Seulles on 6, 7 

and  8 June. 

 

MM to : 

Corpora l H. Fowler, for lead ing his party bac k on foot by c ompass a fter being ambushed  a t Cristot on 

8 June and  c arrying a  wounded  man with them. 

 

Sergeant J. Greenaway, for assisting lieutenant Sinnatt in an a ttac k on a  defended  post and, a fter 

Lieutenant Sinnatt had  been killed , advanc ing under fire to resc ue Lieutenant Sinnatt's d river.  

 

Sergeant A. Mc Quistan, for lead ing his troop  on 6, 7 and  8 June ac ross the river Seulles, through a  gap  

between the strong point a t St Leger and  the defenc es of Carp iquet Aerodrome, ac ross the Caen-

Bayeux ra ilway line as fa r as Norrey-en-Bessin and passing bac k va luab le information. 

 

Sergeant J. W. Wright, for find ing, when in c ommand of his troop  on 6, 7 and 8 June, a  c rossing over 

the river Seulles west of Creully and, in sp ite of strong opposition, reporting on the extent and  strength 

of the St Leger position, whic h was found  to be held  strongly by Panzer Grenad iers, A/ T guns and  

tanks. 

 

 

 

 
Photo c ourtesy of ‘ We remember D-Day’  

Photographer: not known 

Desc rip tion: A knoc ked  about and  abandoned Dingo a t Jerusa lem c rossroads, its dynamo c an be seen by 

the post in the foreground . 13 June 1944 
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Photo c ourtesy of IWM, B5442 & from Needs Must… the history of the Inns 

THE BRITISH ARMY IN NORTH-WEST EUROPE 1944-45 

Photographer: Midg ley (Sgt)No 5 Army Film & Photographic  Unit 

Desc rip tion: Jerusa lem c rossroads. Da te: 13 June 1944 

 
Photo Courtesy of from IWM_ART_LD_004467 

Libera tion and  Battle of Franc e: Jerusa lem 

Desc rip tion: View ac ross a  bombed  village c rossroads interspersed  with sold iers, c ivilians and  a rmoured  

vehic les. Two a rmoured  sc out c a rs a re p lac ed  on the fa r left and  fa r right, with a  light tank in the c entre and  

another a rmoured  vehic le visib le in the bac kground . 

Circ a  June 1944
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Photo Courtesy of from Bovington Tank Museum 

Desc rip tion: War Dia ry extrac t June 30th – 10th June 44 
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The ma in a rmoured  vehic les used by the Reg iment during  the Sec ond World  War were the Da imler Sc out 

Car ("Dingo") and  the Da imler Armoured  Car. 

 

Sabre Squadrons used  both the Sc out and  Armoured  Cars.  

 

Dingo Sc out Cars a lso formed the equipment of the Light Troops, and  were a lso dep loyed  for lia ison 

throughout the Regiment. 

 

The Humber Sc out Car was add itiona lly used  in a  limited  role for lia ison. 

 

Heavy Troops a lso used  the AEC 'Heavy' Armoured  Car known as the 'Matador’ . 

 

The I of C  Regiment c ontinued  in its rec onna issanc e duties until the end  of the war in 45. 

 

 

 

 
Photo c ourtesy of PNA Rota / Getty Images 

Desc rip tion: (Left to right) Lieutenant Harold  Ashby and  his British a rmoured  unit (Inns of Court) jo in forc es 

with Ma jor Harold  Delp  and  Lieutenant Colonel Earl Diely, members of a  US Army Corps, the first junc tion 

between the British and  Americ an a rmies near Fa la ise, Franc e during World  War II. September 1944: 
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Image c ourtesy of the IWM B 5969 

Photographer: Sgt Leeson :War Offic e offic ia l photographer 

Desc rip tion: Cheux neighborhood , men of the a rmoured  unit c amouflag ing their sc out c a r in a  c orner of a  

wood  from whic h to observe enemy movements. 4th a rmoured  Div. 

26 June 1944 

 
Photo c ourtesy of internet, unknown sourc e’  

Photographer: not known 

Desc rip tion: Da imler a rmoured  c a r assumed to be of the Ines of Court due to the p rominently pa inted  a llied  

forc es sta r. Date c irc a  1944



 

 

The Dingo Register 

The Daimler Fighting Vehic les Projec t – Part D6c  

Inns of Court Regiment 

 

10 

 

  
 Image c ourtesy of internet, unknown sourc e 

Desc rip tion: (Reputed ly vehic les of the Inns of Court Reg iment, this is c onsidered  likely as they a re known to 

have removed  the turrets of some of the a rmoured  c a rs, as the c a r in the foreground  has done.) 

 
Image c ourtesy of unknown sourc e, found  by Simon Hamon 

Desc rip tion: Da imler Armoured  c a r travels through Rue Bic oquet. Near Caen, Franc e 

Presumably Inns of c ourt Reg iment. Circ a  July 1944
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Image c ourtesy of British Pathe (& c rew member name by Va l Ingram) 

Photographer : Unknown 

Desc rip tion: A Da imler a rmoured  Rec c e c a r c rew (inc lud ing Sergeant Hillie Horac e on the turret) a re eager 

to pa rtake in the offer of a  d rink of Ca lvodos from a  Frenc h g irl. 

Inns of Court Reg iment 

Circ a  June /  July 1944
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Image found  by Simon Hamon 

Photographer: Unknown 

Desc rip tion: Dingo F9415 reputed ly belong ing to the Ines of Court Reg iment. 

Date Unknown 

 
Image c ourtesy of the IWM B 9428 

NW Europe 

Photographer: Sgt La ing :War Offic e offic ia l photographer 

Desc rip tion: Sc ene on the road  Near Ec ouc he, the roads have been b lown up  to hinder p rogress. 

Presumably the Inns of Court Reg iment 

19 August 1944 
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Photo c ourtesy of IWM, B10147 

THE BRITISH ARMY IN NORTH-WEST EUROPE 1944-45 

Photographer: La ing (Sgt)No 5 Army Film & Photographic  Unit 

Desc rip tion: Da imler a rmoured  c a rs and  other rec c e vehic les on the road  near Lille St Hubert (St Huib rec hts), 

20 September 1944 



 

 

The Dingo Register 

The Daimler Fighting Vehic les Projec t – Part D6c  

Inns of Court Regiment 

 

14 

 
Image c ourtesy of Ferd inand  van den Boomen & Rien Harink.  

Sourc e unknown /  Photographer: Unknown 

Desc rip tion: A Da imler Armoured  Car F208033 passing through the village of Gemert (North of Helmond). 

Taken on or about the 25 Sept 1944 a t the time of the libera tion. 

 
Image c ourtesy of Ferd inand  van den Boomen & Rien Harink.  

Sourc e unknown /  Photographer: Unknown 

Desc rip tion: Armoured  c a r, in Molenstreet of Helmond 

25 September 1944
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Image c ourtesy of Ferd inand  van den Boomen & Rien Harink.  

Sourc e unknown /  Photographer: Unknown 

Desc rip tion:  A ‘Sawn Off Da imler’  of the Inns of Court reg iment in the Molenstreet in Helmond .  

25 Sept 1944 

 

 

This is a  very ra re and  informative shot of the turret less vehic le, interesting ly the turret ring  and  floor support 

c age looks to be intac t even though the turret itself has been removed .  This would  imp ly tha t it was c ut off 

with a  gas axe and  not just simp ly unbolted  and  lifted  off. 

 

Resting  on the spare tyre is a  Pia t anti tank weapon and  on the fa r side c an be seen the nic kel p la ted  barrel 

of a  Bren gun. 

 

On this pa rtic ula r c a r the front wings have been unbolted  to leave the supports in p lac e as rud imenta ry 

‘ bumpers’  
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Mr. Fraser a  Trooper Sergeant of the ‘ Inns of Court’  reg iment was the first sold ier who libera ted  Helmond  on 

the 25th of Sep tember 1944. 

 

He entered  Helmond  by the Molenstreet in his Dingo a t 06.45 hours and  in no time he was warm welc ome 

by the peop le of Helmond .  

At this time a round  Helmond  there was still heavy fighting and  the British ma in forc e was on still some 

d istanc e from the town c entre. 

       
In September 2009 The town had  the tremendous honour to welc ome Harry Fraser, now 89 years old , aga in 

as a  guest.  

Ferd inand  van den Boomen had  the honour to p ic k Mr. Frazer up  a t his hotel in his jeep  and  had  p repared  

a  little history tour to ‘ libera te’  Molenstreet and  Helmond  onc e aga in a fter 65 years.  

 

Rien Harink’s Dingo was there to eventua lly take Mr Fraser on the tour (They d id  not know if Mr Fraser, with 

two a rtific ia l knees, would  be ab le to get in the Dingo). 

Mr. Fraser (“ p lease c a ll me Harry, the mister stayed  a t home” ) was determined  to get in the Dingo and  they 

managed with the assistanc e of five others to lift him in the Dingo under grea t app lause. 

Need less to say tha t a  got a  hero-welc ome. 

He stayed  with them the whole morning and  he was a  very p leasant and  humorous guest. 

Ferd inand  and  Rien c onsidered  it a  grea t honour to ac c ompany him. 

La ter tha t day he visited  a  sc hool, the town ha ll and  a  ga la  evening for veterans. 
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Image c ourtesy of Ferd inand  van den Boomen.  

Sourc e unknown /  Photographer: Unknown 

Desc rip tion:  Inns of Court reg iment in the Molenstreet in Helmond .  

25 Sept 1944 
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Image c ourtesy of Ferd inand  van den Boomen.  

Sourc e unknown /  Photographer: Unknown 

Desc rip tion:  Inns of Court reg iment in the Molenstreet in Helmond .  

25 Sept 1944 
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Image c ourtesy of Ferd inand  van den Boomen.  

Sourc e unknown /  Photographer: Unknown 

Desc rip tion:  Inns of Court reg iment in the Molenstreet in Helmond .  

25 Sept 1944 
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Image c ourtesy of Ferd inand  van den Boomen.  

Sourc e unknown /  Photographer: Unknown 

Desc rip tion:  Inns of Court reg iment in the Molenstreet in Helmond .  

25 Sept 1944
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Image c ourtesy of Ferd inand  van den Boomen.  

Sourc e unknown /  Photographer: Unknown 

Desc rip tion:  Libera tion town of Helmond  inner c ity Laan Vredelust  

Circ a  Sept 1944 
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Photo c ourtesy of IWM, BU13369 

Photographer: Whitaker (Lieutenant) of No 5 Army Film & Photographic  Unit 

Desc rip tion: A Da imler (a rmoured) sc out c a r of the Inns of Court Yeomanry, c ommanded  by Sergeant 

Rodgers, pa trolling  a  stra ight stretc h of road  outside Wolfenbuttel near Brunswic k. 

 10 Dec ember 1946 

 
 

Photo c ourtesy of IWM, BU13365 

GERMANY UNDER ALLIED OCCUPATION 

Photographer: Whitaker (Lieutenant) of No 5 Army Film & Photographic  Unit 

Desc rip tion: A Da imler (a rmoured) sc out c a r of the Inns of Court Yeomanry, c ommanded  by Sergeant 

Rodgers, setting  out on pa trol in Wolfenbuttel near Brunswic k. 

10 Dec ember 1946 
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Photo c ourtesy of http :/ / www.flic kr.c om/ photos/ sp ixworth/ 2142828679/ in/ set-72157594551987818/  

THE BRITISH ARMY IN NORTH-WEST EUROPE  

Photographer: Unknown 

Desc rip tion: Humber and Da imler a rmoured  c a rs in Hanover, 

1947 



 

 

The Dingo Register 

The Daimler Fighting Vehic les Projec t – Part D6c  

Inns of Court Regiment 

 

24 

 
Photo c ourtesy of John Plumb 

THE BRITISH ARMY IN NORTH-WEST EUROPE  

Photographer: Unknown 

Desc rip tion: Da imler a rmoured  c a r F208001 and  Dingo F206248, Keith Osborne was an 11th Hussars offic er 

who was a lso sent to the IoC Regiment a long with trooper J Plumb. 



 

 

The Dingo Register 

The Daimler Fighting Vehic les Projec t – Part D6c  

Inns of Court Regiment 
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Photo c ourtesy of http :/ / www.flic kr.c om/ photos/ sp ixworth/ 2014029731/ in/ set-72157594551987818/  

Photographer: Unknown 

Desc rip tion: Crew(less one) of Da imler a / c  & Dingo ,Inns of Court Regt, near Duderstad t 

Date: 1946 

 

 

In 1961 the Inns of Court were ama lgamated  with the City of London Yeomanry to form the Inns of Court 

and  City Yeomanry. 

 

 


