
 

Daimlers on Film 

The Daimler Fighting Vehic les Projec t – Part I 

www.daimler-fighting-vehic les.c o.uk 

 

 
The Daimler Fighting Vehic les on Film 

 

The Da imler sc out c a r and  Armoured  c a rs have been fea tured  in many films, and  television shows and  

have portrayed  vehic les used  by both a llied  and  axis powers. They have a lso been used  in bank 

robberies. 

 

Below is a  list of fea tures with a  simp le review of the deta ils, often the c a rs a re only shown in anc illa ry roles 

but in some c ases they a re c entra l to the p lot lines and  the films rec ommended  for purc hase. 

 

 

 

Film – Privates on parade 1982 

 

EXPAND AS DETAILS CAN BE FOUND 

 

The members of SADUSEA (Song And  Danc e Unit South East Asia ) fa ll in and  out of love while trying  to 

dodge Ma layan Communist bullets in the la te 1940s.  

 

It is set in a  British milita ry c onc ert pa rty sta tioned  in Singapore and  Ma laysia  during the Ma layan 

Emergenc y. 

 

No ra ting  ava ilab le. 

 

 
This c a r is known to still exist and  is in the hands of Danny Bosma founder of the ‘Dingo Register’  
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Film – The Way Ahead 1944 

At the outset of World  War II, a  d ispa ra te group  of c ivilians undergo basic  tra ining  and p repare to fight - 

and  d ie - for their c ountry.  

The rec ruits inc lude men from a ll c lasses, educ ation and  p rofessions. At first, they ob jec t to their 

reg imented  lifestyle and  resent the c onstant supervision of their tra ining sergeant.  

Gradua lly, they lea rn their new skills and  develop  p ride in what they a re doing . Destined  to be part of the 

invasion of Frenc h North Afric a . 

 About ¾ way through the film they a re sa iling  into the Med iterranean when the ship  they a re on is 

torpedoed . They then have to loose the c a rgo of Bren gun c a rriers and  Dingo's over the side to save the 

ship . You will be g lad  to know however tha t the c a rs tha t a re p itc hed  into the sea  a re obviously wooden 

moc k-ups. (being  filmed during  the war, the rea l thing  would  have been to va luab le) 

When they get to north Afric a  another rea l c a r is seen d riving past, and  they take orders from an offic er in 

a  c a r with a  partia lly readab le number. 

I would  ra te it 6/ 10, an interesting and  enterta ining film. 
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Film – They were not d ivided 

 

Based  upon the true story of the Welsh Guards Armoured  from the D Day invasion to Germany. 

The story is very watc h ab le and  there is a  lot of period  and  la te 40's footage of Va lentine & Sherman 

tanks  and  other period  vehic les.  

At least three Da imler sc out c a rs a re used  in this film and  they a re often shown as part of the ma in ac tion.  

But sad ly only one has an identifiab le number 

I would  ra te it 8/ 10 and  say its worth getting  hold  of a  c opy 
 

 
DSC F340529 
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Film –A Bridge Too Far 1977 

This WWII film follows the perspec tives of Americ an, Polish and  British sold iers a ttempting to c ap ture key 

b ridges behind  German lines in a  c omp lic a ted  parac hute and  a rmoured  assault named Opera tion 

Market Garden. A fa iled  a ttempt by the a llies in the la tter stages of WWII to end  the war quic kly by 

sec uring three b ridges in Holland  a llowing ac c ess over the Rhine into Germany.  

The film is one of the better doc umenta ry style war films tha t tried  to show the c orrec t uniforms, vehic les 

etc  and  is based  upon the fac tua lly researc hed  book of the same name by Cornelius Ryan. 

Keep  a  look out for ‘ Lotty the Para  Chic ken’  the only known fully qua lified  para -troop ing c hic ken who took 

part in Opera tion Garden (see the book for full deta ils) 

I would  ra te it 9/ 10 and  say its worth getting  hold  of a  c opy 
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Film – O Lucky Man 1973 

 

This sp rawling , surrea list music a l serves as an a llegory for the p itfa lls of c ap ita lism, as it fo llows the 

adventures of a  young c offee sa lesman in Europe. Many ac tors p lay multip le roles, g iving the film a  stagy 

tone 

 

No ra ting  ava ilab le. 
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TV Series – Air wolf  

Airwolf is an Americ an television series tha t ran from 1984 through 1987.  

The p rogram c onc erned  a  supersonic  milita ry helic op ter, c ode named Airwolf, and  her c rew as they 

undertook va rious missions, many involving  esp ionage, with a  Cold  War theme. No ra ting  ava ilab le. 

 
 

 

Film - Eye of the needle 1981  

WWII German superspy, the Need le, who gravita tes towards murder using  his trusty switc hb lade, d isc overs 

vita l evidenc e about the Allies D-Day invasion. He makes for the Sc otish c oast to esc ape on a  U-Boat 

when his sma ll boa t is shipwrec ked  before being p ic ked  up  and  the Need le is washed  ashore. He is saved  

by a  man destined  to never enter the war and  his wife and  c hild . The Need le quic kly fa lls in love with the 

woman and both must dec ide between their love or c ountry. 

 No ra ting  ava ilab le. 
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Film - If 1968  

In an ind ic tment of the British Boys Sc hool, we fo llow Mic k and  his mostly younger friends through a  series of 

ind ignities and  oc c asiona lly abuse as any fond  feelings toward  these sc hools a re destroyed . When Mic k 

and  his friends rebel, violently, the c a tc h phrase, "whic h side would  you be on" bec omes quite sta rk.  No 

ra ting  ava ilab le. 
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Film – The Dirty Dozen 1968  

In an ind ic tment of the British Boys Sc hool, we fo llow Mic k and  his mostly younger friends through a  series 

 

 An Army Ma jor who likes to butt heads with his superiors, is being "g iven" a  new assignment, to tra in 12 

men who a re either sentenc ed  to death or life imprisonment, to go behind  enemy lines ra id  a  c hateau 

tha t the Germans a re using as an R&R c enter and  kill as enemy offic ers as they c an and  d isrup t the 

German c ha in of c ommand . 

Now he not only has to tra in them; he has to get them to sta rt ac ting  like a  unit.  

And  when a  Colonel whom the Ma jor has been having the most troub le with reports to the Genera ls tha t 

his unit is not working out, the Ma jor asks the Genera l to try them out by having them partic ipa te in a  war 

game. If they don't suc c eed  they will be sent bac k to p rison to fac e their sentenc e. 

No ra ting  ava ilab le. 
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Film - they who dare1954  
 

 In Greec e during  the war a  small g roup  of British c ommandoes and  pa triots land  on an island  with orders 

to a ttac k two a irfie lds from whic h the Luftwa ffe is threa tening a llied  forc es in Egyp t. The island  is c rawling 

with troops, and  even moving by night the men soon run into troub le. 

 

 No ra ting  ava ilab le. 
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Film – How I Won the war 1967  

 

This film fea tures former Bea tle John Lennon as ill-fa ted  enlisted  man in under the inep t c ommand of 

Lieutenant Earnest Goodbody.  

The story unwinds mostly in flashbac ks of Lieutenant Goodbody who has lower-c lass beg innings and  

educ a tion whic h make him a  poor offic er who c ommands one of the worst units of the a rmy 

 

No ra ting  ava ilab le. 
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Movie made for TV. The Day of the Triffids, 1981  

 

In an ind ic tment of the British Boys Sc hool, we fo llow Mic k and  his mostly younger friends through a  series 

 

 A shower of meteorites p roduc es a  g low tha t b linds anyone tha t looks a t it. As it was suc h a  beautiful 

sight, most peop le were watc hing , and  as a  c onsequenc e, 99% of the popula tion go b lind .  

 

This c haos results in the esc ape of some Triffids: experimenta l p lants tha t a re c apab le of moving 

themselves a round  and  a ttac king peop le. 

 

No ra ting  ava ilab le. 

 
if im not mistaken this is the c a r tha t is now in the c a re of the Muc kleburgh Collec tion 
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Gorgo - If 1961  

 

Gorgo is a  1961 British sc ienc e fic tion va ria tion on Godzilla  (with hints of King Kong). Direc ted  by Eugène 

Lourié, it te lls the story of an underwater monster's c ap ture off the c oast of Ireland .  

 

The monster is taken to London to be fea tured  as a  c irc us a ttrac tion 

 

Neither Bombs, Bullets, Jets, Roc kets or Da imler Armoured  Cars Can Stop  Gorgo 

 

No ra ting  ava ilab le. 

 

 
 a  c lea rly numbered  DAC 78ZR47,  
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Film –Billy Liar 1963  

 

A young British c lerk in a  g loomy North Country undertaker's offic e, Billy is bombarded  da ily by the 

p ropaganda  of the med ia  tha t a ll things a re for the asking.  

This transparently fa lse doc trine, c oup led  with the humdrum job  and  his wild  imagina tion, leads him on 

frequent flights to "Ambrosia ," a  mythic a l kingdom where he is c rowned  king , genera l, lover or any 

idea lized  hero the rea l situa tion of the moment makes him desire.  

No ra ting  ava ilab le. 

 
 

  
DAC F117266.AC552.77ZR24                                  DAC.F208481.AC2192.85ZR46 
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Film – Lilly Marlene 1950  

 

The p ic ture is set in North Afric a  before El Alamein when the British and  German a rmies moved  bac kwards 

and  forwards ac ross the same territory on severa l oc c asions.  

The story is pa rtia lly na rra ted  by an Americ an rad io man who keeps the story moving. 

Anyway when the Germans retake the "pub" in whic h so muc h of the ac tion takes p lac e they find  on 

interrogating the sta ff tha t the daughter of the house is c a lled  Lilly Marlene and  is none other than the 

orig ina l on whom the song is based . 

This seems like a  b ig  c oup  for the Nazis until they find  she is a  very pa triotic  Frenc hwoman who refuses to 

sing the song in German until her pa rents a re threa tened . 

The Brits retake the p lac e and  Lilly is momenta rily saved  but there a re still hidden dangers.  

A Dingo was seen right a t the beg inning of the film in a  sma ll c onvoy and then a t about 40 minutes in. 

In this sequenc e it c omes to a  ha lt and  the Commander stood  up  and  opened  the sma ll ha tc h above the 

Bren and  lifted  the gun out, p romptly shooting  severa l Nazi pa rac hutists. 

The number of the vehic le is possib ly F47681.  

I would  ra te it 4/ 10 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Information c ourtesy of Graham Lay 
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TV Doc umentary – The World at War  

 

In an ind ic tment of the British Boys Sc hool, we fo llow Mic k and  his mostly younger friends through a  series 

The World  a t War is a  26-ep isode television doc umenta ry series on World  War II, inc lud ing  the events 

lead ing up  to it and  following in its wake. The series was p roduc ed  by Jeremy Isaac s for Thames Television 

(UK). Commissioned  in 1969, it took four years to p roduc e, suc h was the depth of its researc h….. 

EXPAND AS DETAILS CAN BE FOUND   No ra ting  ava ilab le. 
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Blac k Book 2006  

 

The story is about a  young Jewish woman in the Netherlands who bec omes a  spy for the resistanc e during  

World  War II, when tragedy befa lls her a fter an enc ounter with the Nazis 

 

Its an enjoyab le film but you will need  to be very sharp  to spot the passing c ar tha t looks like a  Dingo but is 

in fac t a  Ford  Lynx. 

 

 

I would  ra te it 6/ 10 for enterta inment va lue a lone 

 
 

 

 


