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Historic  Belg ium Forc es – Piron Brigade  

 

The Belg ian 1st Infantry Brigade, a lso known 

by the name of its c ommander as the 

Brigade Piron, was a  Belg ian infantry 

formation formed a fter the fa ll of Franc e in 

1940.  

 
 

   
 

It began as misc ellaneous elements from the European ma inland , as well as Belg ian milita ry remanants 

whic h had  c rossed  the Eng lish Channel However, by the end of 1940 it had  expanded  to a  "fusilierba tta lion, 

by 1941 it had  been mustered  as a  pa ir of suc h ba tta lions 

In January 1943 it assumed the offic ia l b rigade designa tion. Various sc hemes were c onsidered  during this 

time for utilizing the b rigade overseas, but it was dec ided  to reserve it for the ac tua l libera tion of Belg ium 

and  its neighbouring c ountries of Franc e, Luxembourg , and  the Netherlands. 

 

The Belg ian 1st Infantry was famous as having the bulk of a ll Luxembourg a rmy personnel who had  fled  to 

Brita in following the invasion of their c ountry. A group  of seventy volunteers from the Army of Luxembourg  

had  joined  the b rigade a long with va rious other volunteers p rimarily from Belg ium.  

 

The b rigade landed  in Normandy in August 1944 and  served  with British 6th Airborne Division under the 1st 

Canad ian Army  

 

NORMANDY:  

The 'Brigade Piron' was landed  in the very first days of August, a t the same time as the Dutc h Brigade 

'Princ es Irene' of Col de RUYTER van STEVENICK, the 2nd  Frenc h Armoured  Division, known as 'Division 

Lec lerc ', the Polish Armoured  Division of Gen MACZEK and  the Czec ho-Slovak Armoured  Brigade of Gen 

LISKA. 

 

The British tasked  the First Belg ian Group  (a lign with the Dutc h Group) with the pursuit of enemy elements 

a long the Norman c oast, from the c ana l of the Orne to the Seine River on the left flank of the entire Allied  

Army in Normandy - a  ask to whic h the Belg ians and  Dutc h, with their high degree of mob ility and  

independent c apab ility, were idea lly suited .On August 3, the Brigade leaves its c amp a t Newmarket to go 

to Tilbury Doc ks.August 4, the 500 vehic les of the 1st Belg ian Group a re loaded  and  the 2,200 men embark 

aboard  four Liberty Ships (the Gladstone, the Paul Benjamin, the Henry Austin and  the Finlay).  

In the evening, the vessels sa il and  join the c onvoy whic h is forming off Whitstab le, in the Thames' estuary.On 

August 6 a t 0815hrs, the c onvoy leaves the port.August 7 a t about 1000hrs, the moment so longed  for by 

the Belg ian Group 's sold iers fina lly a rrives; the land ing of the Group  beg ins in Arromanc hes for vehic les, and  

in Courseulles for the men Hard ly had  the Group  landed  when a  long c olumn formed. 

 

The Brigade soon marc hed  off and  a rrived  during night a t Douvres-la -Delivrande and  Plumetot where it 

settled  down in b ivouac . The sta ff spends the night in Ranville c astle.On August 8 a t dawn, the Belg ian 

Group  is p lac ed  under the c ommand of the British 6th Airborne Division of Ma jor Genera l Roy GALE whic h 

itself is part of the British I Corps of Lieutenant Genera lCROCKER, whic h in turn is part of the 1st Canad ian 

Army (Genera l CRERAR). Colonel PIRON gets in touc h with the 6th Airborne Division's HQ whic h is dug into 

lime quarries on the right bank of the Orne River. 

 

The first mission of the Belg ians is to be the reserve of the d ivision, positioned  on the left bank of the Orne. 

The vehic les of the Brigade Tra in a re extremely welc ome and  a re soon in ac tion, transporting  British and 

Canad ian para troops towards Pont-l'Ev� que.On August 9 in the evening, the Group  relieves the 4th British 

Spec ia l Servic e (Commando) Brigade. In front of them, a re the German 272nd , 711th and  346th Infantry 

Divisions and  elements of the elite 12th SS Panzer Division 'Hitlerjugend '. 
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The tra ins of the Group  a re b ivouac ked  in quarries near the Orne Cana l and  River Bridges (now famous as 

'Pegasus' and  'Horsa ' Bridge respec tively). The sta ff settle down in Hauger's town ha ll. Forward , the three 

Motorized  Units a re dep loyed  a long the front line, with their left flank resting  upon the swamps whic h line 

the estuary of the Orne. The Engineer Coy and the Armoured  Car Squadron a re in reserve. The Artillery 

Battery is dep loyed  on the left bank of the c ana l.On August 13, the Group  is in c ontac t with the enemy in 

front of the villages of Sa llenelles and  Hauger. 

 

The 1st Unit (Ma jor WINTERGROEN) is p ressed  to the right on Amfreville, in c ontac t with the 12th Devonshires 

(6th Airland ing Brigade) on their right. The 3rd  Unit (Ma jor NOWE) has its left flank resting on the Orne 

estua ry. A pa rt of the 3rd  Unit is dep loyed  forward  a t the entranc e of Sa llenelles, level with the sc hool. The 

2nd  MU is in the c entre, to the South of the road  whic h leads towards Franc eville. The border of the village is 

still in the Germans' hands. 

 

All the reg ion is c ontinua lly observed  by the enemy as they still oc c upy the dominant fea ture - the infamous 

Merville Ba ttery (whic h was the sc ene of a  very b loody ra id  by 9 Para  on the dawn of D-Day). 

Approximately one kilometre to the rea r, the Armoured  Car Squadron is in reserve in the limestone quarries 

of La  Basse � c a rde. Lieutenant Colonel DERIDDER (the Artillery Ba ttery) moves his position over the Orne to 

a  position near Haute-Longueville (north of Ranville) and  there redep loys his guns. The Brigade Tra in 

b ivouac s a long the river. The sta ff is settled  in the City Ha ll of Hauger. Commandant PONCELET, the Brigade 

Chief of Sta ff, unfolds his maps in the p roperty of the FABRE in Hauger. In the least unc omfortab le room, 

Priva te LEBRECHT (Colonel PIRON's d river) unfolds his boss's c ampbed . Nearby, the Eng ineers a re 

b ivouac ked  in reserve in an orc hard . The Artillery Ba ttery bombards German positions for five days. 

 

 

 
Staghound Armoured  Cars 

White Sc out Cars &  Da imler Sc out c a rs of the Peron Brigade Formed  up  
Photo courtesy of http://www.brigade-piron.be 
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August 14, Belg ian pa trols enc ounter German pa trols in the road  from Sa llenelles to Grande Ferme du 

Buisson (to the southeast). A grenade detonates next to Lieutenant Georges VAN DER VEEN (c ommander 

of the 5th Sec tion of the 2nd  MU) and  he is seriously wounded .  

 

An enemy pa trol infiltra tes between the 12th Devonshires and  the 1st Unit. Lieutenant Jac ques WANTY (2nd  

Sec tion of the 1st MU) rec eives a  bullet in the shoulder while Sgt DEWANDEZ is evac uated  to the field  

hosp ita l. In the 3rd  MU, the young Priva te BASTIN, wounded during a  pa trol, is c ap tured  by Germans. He 

rema ins a  p risoner for some days but manages to g ive them the slip  and  returns to his own lines. The first 

German p risoners a re taken by the Brigade.  

 

On August 17 a t dawn, the first d ivisiona l Warning Order reac hes the Belg ian Group . The grea t day has 

c ome. The Belg ians a re going to a ttac k a t 0300hrs Their mission is to seize c ommand ing positions whic h 

c over Franc eville and  Merville. The Colonel orders the 2nd  and  3rd  Units to send  out strong rec onna issanc e 

pa trols. Tha t of the 2nd  finds iteself taken under heavy mac hine gun fire in the midst of a  minefield . The 

younger REMOORTELE who c ommands it is killed  and  two other sold iers a re wounded . The pa trol suc c eeds 

in extric a ting itself thanks to timely support by the a rtillery. 

 

The pa trol of the 3rd  Coy p roc eeds a long the c oasta l road  in the d irec tion of Moulin du Buisson, but is 

stopped  by enemy fire only 200 metres beyond the Belg ians' advanc ed  positions. At 0710hrs, the Attac k 

Order for the sta rt of 'Opera tion Padd le' (the offensive to c lea r the Germans from the land  between the 

Orne and  the Seine) a rrives a t the Brigade HQ.August 21 a t 1100hrs, Belg ian troops enter Cabourg , on the 

Dives, though its b ridges a re destroyed . The c olonel sites his tac tic a l HQ there while the 1st Unit c rosses the 

river using va rious means. 

 

F207029 

 
Da imler Sc out c a rs of the Peron Brigade  

Photo courtesy of http://www.brigade-piron.be 

 

The 1st Unit then pushes beyond  Houlga te and  moves on to Auberville where it c ollides with a  strong 

German rearguard . A pa trol from Lt JACOBS' sec tion, guided  by a  Frenc h pa triot, Lt LEFEVRE, is ambushed 

and  is taken under fire by four mac hine guns. Five men a re killed  (Cp l BETBEZE and  p riva tes BECKAERT, 
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JADON, GURHEM and  DE BOECK) as well as the lieutenant LEFEVRE. The c hap la in DETHISE, who moved  

forward  to help  the dying and  wounded , is wounded  on his return and  is la ter evacuated . During this time, 

the eng ineers work tirelessly, with the assistanc e of the loc a l populac e to estab lish a  passage ac ross the 

Dives. 

Some jeeps eventua lly suc c eed  in c rossing the river and  suc c eed  in b ring ing p rovisions to the advanc ed  

units. At 0700hrs, a  message a rrives from Genera l GALE, the 6th Airborne's Commander: "Congra tula tions to 

your advanc e". In the evening , the a ttac k is led  by the 1st Unit whic h neutra lizes the first enemy positions 

without support of a rtillery. In the night, this c ompany, strengthened  by elements of the 3rd  MU and  

supported  by the a rtillery resumes the a ttac k. Aga in, the assault is c ompletely suc c essful and  the Germans 

withd raw. 

 

On August 22, a t dawn, the advanc e sta rts aga in. The light vehic les of the Group  a re now ab le to c ross the 

Dives on a  b ridge built by the Belg ian eng ineers. At 1300hrs, the Belg ians enters Villers-sur-Mer where the 

Group  rec eives a  fervent rec ep tion from the populac e. Everywhere, Frenc h, British and  Belg ian flags flutter, 

bells ring  and  the c rowd shouts: "Long live Belg ium! Thank you! Long live Franc e !". In the evening, Touques is 

passed  and Deauville is libera ted . The Belg ian Group  is the first to have reac hed  this river. Genera l GALE 

summons Colonel PIRON to his HQ to c ongra tula te him on the rap id  p rogress of his Group .  

However, the b ridges a re destroyed and  German troops still oc c upy the Trouville Heights from where they 

bombard  the Belg ian positions with morta rs and  a rtillery.Two p riva tes of the 1st Unit: ROUCHE and  FOURNIER 

a re killed  in front of the ruined  b ridge. The a rtillery and  the heavy vehic les, having  c rossed  the Dives by the 

heavy b ridge in Troarn, a rrive in Deauville. The HQ of the Brigade settles down in a  fa rm c ap tured  by 

Belg ians.On August 24, a t 0830hrs, the Colonel g ives the order to rec ommenc e the advanc e and  to push 

aside the enemy. 

 
Photo courtesy of http://www.brigade-piron.be 

MK 1 Da imler Sc out c a r of the Armoured  Car/ Rec onna issanc e Squadron 
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With the b ridge over the La  Touques destroyed , the infantry c rosses on its rubb le, c a rrying weapons and  

ammunitions while the popula tion b rings build ing  materia ls to the eng ineers, who hurry to build  a  b ridge 

c apab le of taking  vehic les. This time, the 3rd  Unit forms the avant ga rde. The advanc e c ontinues with 

d iffic ulty. However, German resistanc e sta rts to weaken. Numerous p risoners a re taken. The Belg ian Group is 

now 8 km ahead  of the rest of the d ivision. However, due to the b ridg ing d iffic ulties, the transport and 

baggage is obviously not ab le to follow. By the evening , the Belg ians is a t the ga tes of Honfleur. It w ill enter 

the town the next day. 

 

 

At dawn on August 25, the infantry penetra tes deep  into Honfleur, but is stopped  a t Fiquefleur by automatic  

and  antitank fire. The Belg ian infantry is soon joined  by the the a rmoured  c a rs of VERHAEGE's Troop , who 

p rovide vita l supporting fire wih their mac hine guns.The Germans abandon the Fiquefleur Heights. The 

pursuit sta rts aga in near Berville and  Foulbec . There, the avant-ga rde is stopped  by enemy fire from the 

Heights domina ting the Risle Va lley.On August 26, Genera l GALE dec ides to launc h the Armoured  Car 

Squadron towards Pont Audemer to c ut off the retrea t of the German rearguards.  

At 0815 Hrs, Lieutenant D'OULTREMONT who's mission is to tempt an ac tion on Foulbec 's b ridge sees tha t the 

b ridge is destroyed . The Squadron c omes under fire from the enemy, who a re c amouflaged  on the heights 

overlooking  the Risle. However, support was on the way, as Colonel PIRON had  a t dawn, sent the 3rd  

Motorized  Unit out in front of the Group , on the axis Honfleur-Berville-Foulbec . The Unitmoves up  through 

Conteville and  a rrives a t the Squadron's position. However, a lmost immed ia tely, they c ome under intense 

enemy fire. Prac tic a lly the entire c ompany is p inned  down, with some sold iers being  wounded .  

 

Priva te MOUCHET is killed  here and  will be buried  in the village.In the evening of August 28, the Belg ian 

Group  rec eives the order to c ross the Risle a t Pont Audemer and  d ig-in in Corneville 's orc hards.On August 

31, the Group  rec eives its orders. It will c ross the Seine under the p rotec tion of the 49th Rec c e Reg iment. It 

w ill regroup  to the South of Yvetot and  will then marc h on Le Havre and  c ontac t the enemy.  

 

 

 
Brigade HQ 

 

 
Brigade HQ c ar being repa ired  

Photo courtesy of http://www.brigade-piron.be 
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The c rossing of the Seine is made in severa l p lac es. Three passages by ra fts with eng ines a re organized  a t 

Caudebec  and  up-stream. The Armoured  c a rs will c ross on the first ra fts, just a fter nightfa ll. Colonel PIRON 

ac c ompanies Cap ta in BLOCH, the lia ison offic er, on the first ra ft. The opera tion is very slow and  lasts until 

the evening of the next day.The Squadron a rrives a t its c rossing point a t 1800 Hrs, but has to wa it for work to 

be c a rried  out by the British Roya l Eng ineers.  

 

At 2100 Hrs, the squadron c rosses the Seine a t Ma illeraye. This opera tion lasts until 1000hrs on the next day. 

The Sta ff c rosses a t Caudebec  a t 1100 Hrs, followed  by the Artillery Ba ttery. The tra ins of the Brigade c ross 

via  the intac t ra ilroad  b ridge a t Rouen, further upstream.On September 1st, the c rossing of the Seine having 

been very slow, it is only a t midday tha t the marc h on Le Havre c an beg in. The Armoured  Car Squadron 

sp read  out and  sc reen the advanc e of the 1st Motorized  Unit. Soon, they reac h Bolbec  and  Harfleur. The 

Germans have estab lished  their outposts a long the edge of the deep  va lley whic h leads down to the c ity. 

However, they a re easily overrun. However, the western heights a re strong ly defended  and  furnished  with 

c onc reted  bunkers. The Tac tic a l HQ is estab lished  between Caudebec  and  Lillebonne. 

 

The motorized  units and  the a rtillery a re ready to c ommenc e the a ttac k when abrup tly, the Genera l 

BARKER meets the Colonel PIRON a t about 1800 Hrs. PIRON is g iven new orders : During  the night, the Group 

will be relieved  by the 49th Division and  will then group  together, ready to move a t dawn on the next day. 

 

On September 02, Colonel PIRON is summoned to Lyons-la -Foret. In the a fternoon, the a rmoured  c a rs leave 

Sa int-Romans for Yvetot. Colonel PIRON leaves Va lliquerville a t 11 o'c loc k. The order is g iven to move to 

Arras. The Campa ign of Normandy is over... 

 

The b rigade had  advanc ed  to Le Havre by the beg inning of September and  partic ipa ted  in the libera tion 

of the Côte Fleurie. It was then transferred  to the British Sec ond  Army and  advanc ed  to Brussels.  

 

 

 
 

 

 
Armoured  Car/ Rec onna issanc e Squadron 

Photo courtesy of http://www.brigade-piron.be 
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Sep tember to Oc tober '44: 

 

Initia lly, both b rigades were ea rmarked  to spearhead  the assault into Le Havre, but the orders were 

c anc elled  and  the b rigades were transferred  to the Guards Armoured  Division (British XXX Corps) for the 

libera tion of Franc e and  Belg ium. However, the b rigades soon went their separa te ways, with the Dutc h 

going into Holland  with 43rd  (Wessex) Division, 50th (Northumbria ) Division and  8th Armoured  Brigade (a ll 

belong ing to XXX Corps with whom the Dutc h rema ined  until the end  of the war).  

 

The Belg ians stayed  in Belg ium during muc h of Sep tember to c omp lete the libera tion of their c ountry 

a longside 15th (Sc ottish) Division and  8th Armoured  Brigade. The Belg ians were sent onc e aga in to the front 

on 22nd  September, being a ttac hed  to British VIII Corps on the right flank of 21st Army Group  (exc ept for 

the Artillery Battery and  Armoured  Car Squadron, who rema ined  with XXX Corps). On 29th September, they 

were transferred  to the US XIX Corps, 1st US Army (whic h was tempora rily pa rt of 21st Army Group), and  had  

a  detac hment of US Shermans, Stuarts and  Tank Destroyers under c ommand, led  by one Lt Col Elms (US 7th 

Armoured  Division?).  

 

Attac hments for both b rigades in this period  c ould  therefore be extremely va ried  - inc lud ing a ll manner of 

British units and  US a rmour (for the Belg ians) or US Airborne (for the Dutc h).  

 
Photo c ourtesy of http :/ / ma iler.fsu.edu/ ~akirk/ tanks/ greec e/ greec e.html 

Da imler Sc out c a r in the marking  of the Roya l Netherlands Brigade - Princ ess Irene  - Brigade 

rec onna issanc e ba tta lion 

 

November '44 to Marc h '45: 

 

Withd rawn from the line in November, the b rigade reorganized , expanded , and  re-entered  the line with the 

First Canad ian Army in April, but with its 2nd  Batta lion detac hed  to Wa lc heren Island  

 

The Belg ians returned  to the British VIII Corps on the 1st, being  p lac ed  under the c ommand of 53rd  (Welc h) 

Division. They returned  to Belg ium on the 17th, for a  period  of tra ining and  expansion to full b rigade 

strength.  
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The 'Princ ess Irenes' rema ined  in the Netherlands throughout the winter, engaged  in extensive pa trolling  

and  skirmishing , inc lud ing an unp leasant period  spent on 'The Island ' (Bettuwe), north of Nijmegen. 

 

The Dutc h followed  the rest of 21st Army Group into Germany in February and  Marc h '45. Attac hments for 

this period  would  la rgely c onsist of British infantry, possib ly with some tank support, involved  in pa trolling  and  

p rob ing missions (and  c ountering  those of the Germans) in very soggy terra in.  

 

April '45: 

 

The Belg ians returned  to the war as a  full, reinforc ed infantry b rigade (as British infantry b rigade 

organisa tion, with organic  a rmoured  c a rs and  a rtillery).  

 

On 4th April, they were p lac ed  under the c ommand of 51st (Highland) Division (Canad ian II Corps). On 10th 

April, Brigad ier Piron was ordered  to detac h his 2nd  Infantry Batta lion and  his a rtillery, whic h was to c ome 

under the c ommand of 4th Spec ia l Servic e Brigade.  

 

La ter tha t month, the 2nd  Ba tta lion found  itself being passed from p illa r-to-post, being a ttac hed  va riously to 

116th Roya l Marine Brigade and  33rd  Armoured  Brigade (Kangaroos and  Buffa loes).  

 
Photo c ourtesy of http :/ / worldwar.be/ forum/ viewtop ic .php?f=16&p=6732 

 

Da imler Armoured  Car 

Unload  of the vehic les, Da imler a rmoured  c a r a re b rought to rampart 
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Photo c ourtesy of http :/ / www.brigade-p iron.be 

MK 1 Da imler Sc out c a r of the Peron Brigade 
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Photo c ourtesy of  http :/ / worldwar.be/ forum/ viewtop ic .php?f=16&p=6732 

Da imler Armoured  Car and  Staghound , On the way to va t L' Eveque.Ma joor the Selleirs ta lk with lieutenant 

Grosjean, sec ond  lieutenant Totelin sits Right in the Da imler.  

 
Photo c ourtesy of http :/ / worldwar.be/ forum/ viewtop ic .php?f=16&p=6732 

Da imler Sc out c a r in the marking of the Roya l Netherlands Brigade - Princ ess Irene  - Brigade 

rec onna issanc e ba tta lion 
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Photo courtesy of http://www.brigade-piron.be 

 
Photo courtesy of http://www.brigade-piron.be 



www.daimler-fighting-vehic les.c o.uk 

The Daimler Fighting Vehic les Projec t – Part D9d 

Historic  Belg ium Forc es – Piron Brigade 

 12

Vehic le Markings - Brigade Piron. 

 

The Dutc h and  Belg ian Brigades both used  the same system:  

The vehic le badge of the 1st Belg ian Brigade was theoretic a lly a  b lac k shield , with a  red  'St. George's' c ross 

and  a  gold  lion's mask. 

However, in p rac tic e, the vehic les ac tua lly d isp layed  a  la rge c ap ita l 'B' in white, pa inted  on the front and  

rea r left of the vehic le. Neither of these designs seem to have been worn as a  sleeve badge, however, 

whic h was simp ly a  b lac k-gold -red  Belg ian tric olour. A b lac k-gold -red  roundel was a lso pa inted  on the 

c entre-rea r of the vehic les 

 

Brigade HQ -- 109 in white on b lac k square 

 

Brigade Signa ls Company -- 109 in red  on white-over-b lue square  

 

1st Independent Fighting Unit -- 110 in white on red  square  

 

2nd  Independent Fighting  Unit -- 111 in white on red  square  

 

3rd  Independent Fighting Unit -- 112 in white on red  square  

 

Reserve & Tra ining  Company -- 113 in white on b lac k (?) square 

 

Artillery Battery -- 114 in white on red-over-b lue square 

 

Eng ineer Company (Belg ians only) -- 115 (?) in white on light b lue square 

  

Supp ly Company -- 116 (?) in white on b lue-over-red -over-b lue square  

 

Repa ir Company -- 117 (?) in white on red -over-yellow-over-red  square 

 

Transport Company -- 118 in white on red / green d iagona lly-d ivided  square 

 

Armoured  Car/ Rec onna issanc e Squadron -- 138 in white on b lue-over-green (?) square  

 

 
 

 
Photo courtesy of http://www.brigade-piron.be 
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DSC F207187[1] Photo courtesy of Simon Hamon 

 

 
 

DSC F0000  De Brigade samen met mannen van 6th Airborne Division in het Orne b ruggehoofd . 
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