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The Daimler Armoured Car 

 

The Da imler Armoured  Car was a  development of the Da imler Sc out c a r, design began in 1939, and  

resulted  in wha t was basic a lly an enla rged  Dingo fitted  with a  turret, even the hexagona l fighting 

c ompartment and  hull front b in were found  on both. Other items shared  with its older little b rother were 

rea r eng ine (but a  b igger 6 c ylinder, 95bhp , 4095c c  one) and transmission via  separa te d riving  shafts and  

universa l jo ints to eac h of four wheels. Eac h wheel sta tion was independently sp rung, w ith four la rge c oil 

sp rings mounted  as two units of pa irs one inside the other. This gave a  la rge wheel travel and  good  c ross 

c ountry performanc e. The p re-selec tor gearbox was another Dingo fea ture, the a rmoured  c a r having five 

speeds ava ilab le for forward  or reverse travel using a  transfer box via  a  fluid  flywheel. 

 

The orig ina l vehic le was to have been c a lled  the BSA Light Wheeled  Tank, and  have two mac hine guns 

as per the Guy Wheeled  Tank and  a lso four-wheel steering as on the Dingo. This steering a rrangement 

was never fitted  in p roduc tion, indeed  only the earliest Dingo’s had  it, and  a rmament was a  2pdr gun 

even on the p rototypes. This gave the c a r firepower simila r to c urrent British tanks and  better than the 

mac hine guns of ea rlier a rmoured  c a rs. 

 

 
Image c ourtesy of the authors own c ollec tion 

DESCRIPTION: A ra re photo of the Da imler Armoured  c a r p rototype. 

The photo of the p rototype shows tha t it had  no side doors and  sma ll deta il d ifferenc es form the 

p roduc tion c a rs. Turret vision slots were d ifferent, smoke d isc hargers were fitted  one eac h side of the 

turret, and  there was a  ra ised  sec tion above the d river's position as well as head light d ifferenc es.  

Produc tion vehic les had  esc ape ha tc hes in eac h hull side. The three man c rew was the la rgest whic h 

c ould  be fitted  in, and  without a  ma jor redesign a  more powerful gun c ould  not be fitted . 
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(Photos c ourtesy of Bovington Tank Museum, numbers not known) 

DESCRIPTION: A front view of the Da imler Armoured  c a r p rototype. 

 

One fea ture whic h was useful for rec onna issanc e work was the rea r d riving position, with a  steering wheel 

and  throttle on the left rea r of the fighting c ompartment and  a  sma ll peep  slot in the hull rea r. Turret ha tc h 

opened  in a  manner simila r to ea rly Crusader tanks, a  series of rods and  torsion ba rs a llowed  the ha tc h to 

open with a  c antilever ac tion. This meant the ha tc h was either fully open or fully c losed . 

 

First vehic les were issued in the UK in 1941 and  sma ll numbers of c a rs went to North Afric a  from mid  1941 

for eva lua tion. It was not until 1942 tha t the 11th Hussars bec ame the first ac tive servic e users. Initia lly 

Da imlers served  a longside other c a rs, mostly Humbers, and  a rmoured  c a r units a lso used  Dingo’s. Looking 

a t the 1944 estab lishment, it was possib le to see Da imler a rmoured  and  sc out c a rs working  with 

Staghounds as c ommand and  anti a irc ra ft vehic les, supported  by AEC Matador Mk III c a rs or 75mm guns 

on ha lf-trac ks - surely this gave unit mec hanic s and  log istic ians busy days and  sleep less nights! La ter on, 

the Da imler bec ame the standard  c a r in British a rmoured  c a r reg iments and  the Rec onna issanc e Corps 

units a ttac hed  to infantry d ivisions in p lac e of Humbers, a lthough Staghounds were used  as c ommand  

vehic les. 

 

As was c ommon, deta il improvements were introduc ed  as p roduc tion p rogressed . Most notic eab ly, the 

externa l stowage c hanged , a  spare wheel was fitted  on the left hull side (unfortunately b loc king one of 

the side esc ape ha tc hes) and  la ter a  rac k to c arry two sand c hannels on the right side. I have never seen 

these used  for their orig ina l purpose in photos, and  indeed  c a rs in North Afric a  and  Sic ily often c arried  a  

rac k for petrol or water c ans on the hull side with the sand  c hannels being c a rried  on the front of the hull, 

while a  sun c ompass b rac ket c ould  be fitted  on the right side of the turret.  An externa l c ondenser c an 

was c a rried  in hot c limates.   
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It was p lanned  to rep lac e both Da imler and  Humber a rmoured  c a rs with the Coventry, designed  and  

built jo intly by both manufac turers. In the event, more Da imlers were built. Mk II c a rs had  a  more rounded  

gun mantlet, the older 'Mounting, 2pdr and  Med ium BESA MG No 4 Mk II' w ith its square-ended  mantlet 

being rep lac ed  by the 'No 10 Mk I'. 

 

There was now an esc ape ha tc h above the d river, the left hand  side door was elimina ted , while 

improved  eng ine c ooling  meant a rmoured  louvers over the whole hull rea r p la te and  only two c overed  

slots in the horizonta l eng ine c over instead  of four (odd ly, the p rototype seemed to have had  this la ter 

a rrangement) as well as a  number of mec hanic a l improvements. 

 

Post war, both marks rema ined  in servic e, many photos even show both in use in the same unit a t the 

same time. The only c hanges made were the rep lac ement of the 4" smoke bomb throwers with sets of six 

ba rrelled  d isc hargers as used  on many British AFVs of the period . 

 

The Da imler Armoured  Car. Like the sc out c a r, it inc orpora ted  some of the most advanc ed  design 

c onc epts of the time and  is c onsidered  one of the best British AFVs of the Sec ond  World  War. 

The p rototypes had  been p roduc ed  in 1939, but p rob lems with the transmission c aused  by the weight of 

the vehic le delayed  servic e entry until mid -1941. 2,694 a rmoured  c a rs were built by Da imler. 

 

The Da imler had  full independent suspension and four wheel d rive. Ep ic yc lic  gearing in the wheel hubs 

enab led  a  very low ra tio in bottom gear - it was c red ited  with manag ing 1:2 inc lines.  

It a lso used  Girling  hyd raulic  d isc  b rakes and  another steering  wheel and  c ontrols were ava ilab le to the 

c ommander to d rive to the rea r. 

 

The rugged  na ture c omb ined  with reliab ility made it idea l for rec onna issanc e and  esc ort work. 

 

 
(Photos c ourtesy of Bovington Tank Museum, numbers not known) 

 

DESCRIPTION: A demonstra tion of the b ig  Da imlers off road  ab ility. 
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2,694 a rmoured  c a rs were built by Da imler. 

 

Surviving  vehic les a re highly p rized  among UK vehic le c ollec tors, while Mk Is is on d isp lay in the Imperia l 

War Museum in London and  the Museum of British Road  Transport in Coventry and  an Mk II a t the Tank 

Museum in Bovington. 

 

 

 
(Photo c ourtesy of Da imler.c o.uk) 

 

DESCRIPTION: The c a r stripped  of the a rmour. 

 

Note the following: 

Two low level fuel tanks p rotec ted  by there own a rmoured  c asing  and 

the p rovision of the two steering  wheels, the fa rthest one for the d river and  nearest one for the 

c ommander to a id  quic k reversing. 
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Fitting  the wheels     c ompleted  c hassis and  eng ine assembly 

 

    
Fitting  the turret     the fluid  flywheel ha lf’ s 

   

On tra ining exerc ise     c ommander and  gunner 

Images c ourtesy if the IWM film sec tion & Norman Barr 

PHOTOGRAPHER: WD tra ining film 

DESCRIPTION: images a re sc reen shots from the orig ina l WD c rew tra ining film for the Da imler a rmoured  

c a r 

Circ a  1942 
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Basic  Statistic s 

Length 13' 2.5" (hull only 13') 

Wid th 8' 10" 

Height 7' 4" 

Ground  Clearanc e 1' 4" 

Wheelbase 8' 6" 

Wheel Trac k 6' 6" 

Tyres 10.5 or 11 by 20 

Approx Weight 6.75 tons empty, 7.75 tons in ba ttle 

order 

Bridge Class 7 

Speed  50mph 

Range 205 miles 

Ford ing dep th 4' p repared  

Armament 

2pdr gun with 52 rounds 

7.92mm BESA with 2,700 rounds 

.303" Bren AA with 500 rounds 

.45" Thompson with 200 rounds or 9mm Sten 

mac hine c arb ine with 300 rounds 

2 x 4" smoke d isc hargers or (post-war) two sets of six 

ba rrel smoke grenade launc hers 

 

Armour 

16mm turret front & mantlet, hull rea r 

14mm hull front & turret sides 

10mm hull sides 

8mm turret & hull top  

7mm hull floor 

Rad io No 19 set 

 

 

 
(Photo c ourtesy of internet – site unknown) 

DESCRIPTION: Da imler in northern Europe.  Most units used  the vehic les as issued , not only as a rmoured  

c a rs but as homes, so often c a rried  la rge amounts of stowage.  

 

This was d raped  over and  fitted  to the mudguards and  eng ine c overs, turrets were left c lea r and  usua lly 

spac e left to a llow a  good  view through the rea r d riving  lookout. 
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Mark 1 Daimler Armoured Car  

 
Image c ourtesy of Da imler.c o.uk 

PHOTOGRAPHER: unknown 

DESCRIPTION:  the Da imler a rmoured  c a r c limb ing a  steep  bank, the c a r was designed  to c limb  up  to a  1 

in 2 slope and  be tilted  to the side without overturning  up  to 50 degrees 

Circ a  1942 

  
 

  
(Photos c ourtesy of Bovington Tank Museum, numbers not known) 

DESCRIPTION: Mark 1 Da imler Armoured  Car (F19931).   

The mark one c a r used  the turret tha t was used  on Tetra rc h tank exc ept tha t smoke d isc hargers were 

fitted  to the turret sides. 
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Mark 1 CS, Daimler Armoured Car Close Support 

 

 
(Photos c ourtesy of Bovington Tank Museum, numbers not known) 

 

DESCRIPTION: Mark 1 Close Support 

 

A version with a  3 inc h (76.2 mm) Howitzer tha t c ould  fire both HE and  smoke was a lso few p roduc ed , but 

not in grea t numbers, perhaps following the then c urrent tank polic y of CS or Close Support vehic les.  

 

These do not seem to have seen ac tion. 

 

Units used  either 75mm guns on ha lf-trac ks or other types of c a r suc h as AEC Matadors for heavy 

firepower.  
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Mark 1 HA, Daimler Armoured High Angle Gun Mounting 

 

 
(Photo c ourtesy of Bovington Tank Museum, number not known) 

 

 
(Photo c ourtesy of Bovington Tank Museum, film 437C) 

 

DESCRIPTION: DAC Mk 1 HA Experimenta l model c a rried  out in the midd le east to p roduc e extra  high 

eleva tion to the 2pdr and  BESA MG ma in a rmament. 

 

A spec ia l sight a rrangement with linking to gun was mounted  onto of the turret and  it would  a llow the 

ta rget to be sighted  by both turret c rew. 
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The sighting  a rrangement is simila r to tha t found  on Bofers antia irc ra ft guns, and  it is assumed tha t the 

both c rew members would  be responsib le for traversing and  ra ising gun eleva tion. 
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Mark 2 Daimler Armoured Car  

 

DAC F208344 

 
DAC F20894 

 

 

  
(Photos c ourtesy of IWM & Bovington Tank Museum, numbers not known) 

 

DESCRIPTION:  Improved  turret with add itiona l a rmour a round  the p istol port, mod ified  gun mount, better 

rad ia tor, d river esc ape ha tc h above the front view port, and  la rger rea r view port for 

reversing. 
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Mark 3A Daimler Armoured Car, 

 

 
(Photo c ourtesy of IWM-B-10147) 

Photographer's name: La ing (Sgt) - No 5 Army Film & Photographic  Unit 

THE BRITISH ARMY IN NORTH-WEST EUROPE 1944-45 

 

DESCRIPTION: Regimenta l c ommand version, known as SOD (Sawn-Off Da imler), and  other rec c e vehic les 

on the road  near Lille St Hubert (St Huib rec hts), 20 September 1944. 

 

The SOD were c onverted  Heavy Da imlers c a rs used  to make up  for the lac k of ava ilab le sc out c ars in la te 

1944-45. 

 

The Inns of Court Yeomanry overc ame a  lac k of sc out c a rs in 1944 by taking turrets and  mudguards off 

some of their c a rs. A Bren gun was c a rried  as anti a irc ra ft p rotec tion, together with the PLM mounting to 

a llow it to be used  from under a rmour, a lthough I have never seen photos of either fitted . 

The turret less reg imenta l c ommand version was known as the SOD (Sawn-Off Da imler) 
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Image c ourtesy if the IWM H24027 

PHOTOGRAPHER: Spender (Lt): Wa r Offic e offic ia l photographer 

 

THE BRITISH ARMY IN THE UNITED KINGDOM 1939-45 

 

DESCRIPTION: Da imler a rmoured  c ar F20023 and  infantry advanc e through a  smokesc reen during  a  la rge-

sc a le exerc ise in Sa lisbury involving  regula r troops, the Home Guard  and  c ivil defenc e workers, 

26-27 September 1942 
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Image c ourtesy of the pub lic a tion Household  Cava lry a t War by ORDE. 

PHOTOGRAPHER: War Offic e offic ia l photographer 

DESCRIPTION: Weymouth, Household  Cava lry Da imler a rmoured  c a r head ing for the shore a fter 

waterp roofing  tests in rough seas s. 

 13 Dec ember 1943. 

 

Image c ourtesy if the IWM H34779 

PHOTOGRAPHER: Hardy (Sgt) War Offic e offic ia l photographer 

DESCRIPTION: Da imler a rmoured  c a r F2073?? on the beac h a t Weymouth during  land ing tria ls, 

unprepared  ford ing dep th was 20 inc hes and  p repared  dep th 3 feet 6 inc hes. 

 13 Dec ember 1943. 
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Image c ourtesy of the authors own c ollec tion 

PHOTOGRAPHER: Not Known 

DESCRIPTION: Da imler a rmoured  c a r entering  a  dep th tra il w ith a  water height of six feet. How the d river is 

manag ing to b rea th c an only be guessed , but his head  would  be a t least a  foot under the water level  

 Da te unknown. 

 

Other Variants 

 

The 11th Hussars fitted  a  Vic kers Gas Opera ted  Observers Gun (the K as used  on SAS jeeps) to the turret 

top  of some of their vehic les in Europe, and  from 1944 many c a rs were fitted  the Littlejohn tapered  bore 

extension whic h with spec ia l ammunition improved  the performanc e of the 2pdr and  a llow for g rea ter 

a rmour penetra tion. 

 

 

Combat history 

 

They were first used  in North Afric a  during 1941 and  1942, rep lac ing the Marmon-Herrington vehic les of the 

11th Hussars.  It was a lso used  in Europe and  a  few vehic les in the South-East Asia  theatre. To improve the 

gun performanc e, some Da imlers in the European Theatre had  their 2 pounders fitted  with the Little john 

adaptor whic h worked  on the squeeze bore p rinc ip le. 

 

Da imlers were used  by the territoria l units of the British Army until 1960s, outlasting their p lanned  

rep lac ement, the Coventry Armoured  Car. 
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Image c ourtesy of the authors own c ollec tion 

PHOTOGRAPHER: Not Known 

DESCRIPTION: Da imler a rmoured  c ar F339226, post war number 85ZR63 on exerc ise 

Date and  loc a tion unknown. 


