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Cavalry Of The Line 

The 13th-18th (Queen Mary’s Owns) Hussars 

 

The 13th-18th Roya l Hussars (Queen Mary's Own) was a  c ava lry reg iment of the 

British Army  

 

On 9 September 1922  the 13th/ 18th Hussars was formed by ama lgamation of 

the 13th Hussars and  the 18th Roya l Hussars (Queen Mary's Own). 
 

 
In Dec ember 1935  it bec ame known as the 13th/ 18th Roya l Hussars (Queen Mary's Own). It transferred  to 

the Roya l Armoured  Corps in April 1939  

 

During  the Sec ond  World  War it served  as the rec onna issanc e reg iment of the 1st Infantry Division in the 

Battle of Franc e and  with 27th Armoured  Brigade (la ter transferred  to 8th Armoured  Brigade) in the Battle of 

Normandy, where it was equipped  with ShermanDD tanks. 

The Sec ond  World  War ba ttle honers inc lude: 

Dyle, Withd rawa l to Esc aut, Ypres-Comines Cana l, Normandy Land ing , Breville , Caen, Bourguébus Ridge, 

Mont Pinc on, St. Pierre La  Vielle, Geilenkirc hen, Roer, Rhineland , Waa l Fla ts, Goc h, Rhine, Bremen, North-

West Europe 1940 '44-45 

 

On 1 Dec ember 1992 the reg iment amalgamated  with the 15th/ 19th The King 's Roya l Hussars to form The 

Light Dragoons 
 

 

Identified  as a  parade of the 13th 18th Hussars Photo c ourtesy of http :/ / www.3rdc arab iniers.org .uk/  
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Image sourc ed  from the Flic r.c om 

Desc rip tion: B sqn 13-18 Roya l Hussars QMO, Wolfenbuttel 

Circ a  1947 
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Images sourc ed  from the an unnamed photo a lbum sold  on Ebay!. 

Desc rip tion: B sqn 13-18 Roya l Hussars BOAR. 

Circ a  1953-54 
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Images sourc ed  from the an unnamed photo a lbum sold  on Ebay!. 

Desc rip tion: B sqn 13-18 Roya l Hussars BOAR. 

Circ a  1953-54 

 

  
Images sourc ed  from the an unnamed photo a lbum sold  on Ebay!. 

Desc rip tion: Dingo F48001 /  08ZS14 of the 13-18 Roya l Hussars BOAR. 

Circ a  1953-54 
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Images sourc ed  from the an unnamed photo a lbum sold  on Ebay!. 

Desc rip tion: Dingo F206552 /  01ZS77 of the 13-18 Roya l Hussars BOAR. 

Circ a  1953-54 
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Images sourc ed  from the an unnamed photo a lbum sold  on Ebay!. 

Desc rip tion: Da imler a rmoured  c a r F208017 /  08ZR74 of the 13-18 Roya l Hussars BOAR. 

Circ a  1953-54 
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Images sourc ed  from Tony Hansford . 

Desc rip tion: Tony Hansford  and  his Da imler d ingo of the 13-18 Roya l Hussars BOAR. 

Circ a  1950’s 

 
Images sourc ed  from Tony Hansford . 

Desc rip tion: Tony Hansford  and  his Da imler a rmoured  c a r F208979.S1692.76ZR94 of the 13-18 Roya l Hussars 

BOAR. 

Circ a  1953-54 
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Images sourc ed  from Tony Hansford . 

Desc rip tion: Tony Hansford  and  his Da imler d ingo of the 13-18 Roya l Hussars BOAR. 

Circ a  1950’s 
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Information provided by Trooper Kenneth Coy. 

May 2010. 

 

I served  in Ma laya  during 1960-62 with the 13th 18th Hussars equipped  with ferrets, Sa rac ens and  Da imler 

heavies equipped  with 2 ponder ma in gun. 

 

The reg iment retuned  to Germany via  England  to be rep lac ed  by the 17th 21st Lanc ers. 

 

The 13th 18th being a  c ava lry reg iment we had  some very exoc entric  offic ers so we had  a  parade of a ll the 

reg iments vehic les before handover. The vehic les manoeuvring like horses doing c ross over and  round  the 

perimeter of Ipoh a ir field . 

 

One of the Da imlers was pa inted  b right reflec ting yellow and  a fter desc rib ing  the above manoeuvre, 

performed  a  p irouette in the midd le of the pa rade, then fired  one b lank round  from the 2 ponder before 

leaving. 

 

All the Da imler heavies where taken out of servic e in 62 to be BLRd (rebuilt) in c amp 221 by Singapore 

c auseway and  sold  to the Belg ium Congo. 

Rep lac ement vehic les for the new inc oming reg iment were Sa lad in a rmoured  c a rs (Alvis). 

 

I had  the job  of taking them ac ross c ountry to the west c oast, opposites the island  of Penang to be taken 

down by land ing c ra ft. 

Then bac k ac ross the c auseway into Ma laya  by road  to Camp 221  

 

 

The dec ision to travel down by land ing c ra ft was due the unreliab le c ond ition of the vehic les 

It was c onsidered  they would  not make it by road  to Singapore 

 

The whole trip  took me over 3 weeks with a  few prob lems on the way, inc lud ing an ac c ident requiring  

rec overy. 

 

On reac hing the c oast, we where on our own and  the land ing c ra ft should  have a rrived  the next day.  

10 days la ter we where still wa iting , then tha t's the Navy for you! 

We lived  on the beac h for the whole time having to send  for some more ra tions. 

 

Only two of us went with the vehic le on the land ing c ra ft. 

On a rriving  a t Singapore 2 days la ter, we unloaded  up  a  very steep  c onc rete ramp. 

I was just getting  to the top  and  stopp ing by putting  on the hand  b rake when the hand  lever c ame away in 

my hand . 

I had  horrib le thoughts of rolling  bac k and  stra ight through the bottom of the land ing c ra ft. 

 

I found  it very embarrassing d riving through Singapore in the b right yellow Da imler a rmoured  vehic le. 

 

I rec a ll being  told  they where the last 5 Da imlers Heavies in the British Army, so I am p robab ly the last person 

to d rive one still in servic e. 
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Image c ourtesy of Trooper Kenneth Coy. 

Photographer not. known 

Desc rip tion: The shield  was (A) Squadron 5th Troop  Sports Shield , both Offic er and  Sergeant where fa r east 

running c hamp ions, whic h was not good  for us bec ause they made us run and  expec ted  us to win a ll 

reg iment sports . 

Circ a  1960-62 

 
Image c ourtesy of Trooper Kenneth Coy. 

Photographer :Trooper Kenneth Coy 

Desc rip tion: 5th Troop  Da imler Heavy F 30ZV85 a ll c leaned  up  for KL vic tory pa rade. 

Circ a  1960-62 
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Image c ourtesy of Trooper Kenneth Coy. 

Photographer :Trooper Kenneth Coy 

Desc rip tion: Rest for the night on pa trol 

Circ a  1960-62 

 
Image c ourtesy of Trooper Kenneth Coy. 

Photographer :Trooper Kenneth Coy 

Desc rip tion: Squadron wa iting  to c ross river 

Circ a  1960-62 
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Image c ourtesy of Trooper Kenneth Coy. 

Photographer: Trooper Kenneth Coy 

Desc rip tion: 5th Troop  Da imler Heavy F 30ZV85 on its last run to the West c oast. 

The photo shown of the Da imler bogged  down to its bottom p la tes was due to bad  d riving .  

 

On the left of the p ic ture you c an just see the road , whic h was built up  from the hulo (jungle) by about 8 

feet.  The road  being stra ight for approx 3 or 4 miles had  enc ouraged  enthusiastic  d riving and  it is reported  

tha t the d river had  the motor bounc ing of its governors due to the high speed . (50mph p lus) 

 

When overtaking  a  c ivilian vehic le moved  out so the d river had  no op tion but to go with him forc ing  the 

offside wheels into the soft shoulder.  With no power steering the vehic le c a reered  over the edge into the 

ad jac ent fields. 

 

Fortuna tely the troop  d id  travel with supporting REME from (A) Squadron, but they had  to c a ll support from 

loc a l c amps for another 2 Sc ammell heavy rec overy vehic les. 

 

It took a ll 3 sc ammells to get the c a r out, with one ac ting as an anc hor to the puller and  the 3rd , sta tioned  

the opposite end  with its c ab le round  the turret of the Da imler.  

It eventua lly c ame out on its 2 nearside wheels up  the bank. 

Kenneth felt sorry for the REME fitters, they had  spent weeks getting  there Sc ammell rec overy vehic le ready 

for handover and  then had  to re-c lean and  dec rease a ll the c ab les for fina l inspec tion. 

 

13-18 Roya l Hussars  

Circ a  1962 
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Image c ourtesy of Trooper Kenneth Coy. 

Photographer :Trooper Kenneth Coy 

Desc rip tion: A Squadr on route to KL 

Circ a  1960-62 

 
Image c ourtesy of Trooper Kenneth Coy. 

Photographer :Trooper Kenneth Coy 

Desc rip tion: C Sqd  a rriving  bac k a t Ipoh a fter 2 years a t Gap is 

Circ a  1960-62 
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Image c ourtesy of Trooper Kenneth Coy. 

Photographer :Trooper Kenneth Coy 

Desc rip tion: Inspec tion by Brig  Mogg Col Coaker Ma j Bell myself d river rad io opera tor & c ommander  

Circ a  1960-62 

 
Image c ourtesy of Trooper Kenneth Coy. 

Photographer :Trooper Kenneth Coy 

Desc rip tion: Inspec tion by Ma jor Bell A Sqd   

Circ a  1960-62 
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Image c ourtesy of Trooper Kenneth Coy. 

Photographer :Trooper Kenneth Coy 

Desc rip tion:  Kenneth Coy trying to get some shade on a  mid  day stop  

Circ a  1960-62 

 
Image c ourtesy of Trooper Kenneth Coy. 

Photographer :Trooper Kenneth Coy 

Desc rip tion: On the road to KL for the vic tory parade 

Circ a  1960-62 



 

www.daimler-fighting-vehic les.c o.uk 

 The Daimler Fighting Vehic les Projec t – Part D3f 

Cavalry Of The Line - 13th/ 18th  Hussars 

 

 16

 
Image c ourtesy of Trooper Kenneth Coy. 

Photographer :Trooper Kenneth Coy 

Desc rip tion: Stop  of a t village on route to east c oast. 

Circ a  1960-62 

 
Image c ourtesy of Trooper Kenneth Coy. 

Photographer :Trooper Kenneth Coy 

Desc rip tion: Tea  b reak on road  to Singapore. 

Circ a  1960-62 
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Dac  77zr38/ 19982 named b lac k p rinc e used  by 13/ 18 hussars 


