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1st Infantry Reconnaissance Regiment  

 

Formed in January 1941, from the Hampshire Regiment.  

 

Fought in Tunisia , in the Anzio land ing and  subsequently the Anzio beac hhead , in 

the advanc e to the Gothic  Line and  in the mounta in warfa re whic h followed  in the 

winter of 1944 

ADD INFORMATION AS IT BECOMES AVAILIBLE 

 

 

 

 

 

2nd Infantry Rec ce 

 

Formed April 1941, ma inly from the 6th Loya ls, a  territoria l motor-c yc le ba tta lion.  

 

Sa iled  for the Far East in ea rly 1942. Fought a t Kohima, the Impha l and  head ing the 

advanc e on Manda lay.  

 
 

ADD INFORMATION AS IT BECOMES AVAILIBLE 

 

 
da te and  loc a tion unknown 

Da imler sc out c a r F207179 of the 2nd  Division Rec onna issanc e Batta lion 

(The Loya l Reg iment (North Lanc ashire) 
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3rd Infantry Rec ce - Northumberland Fusiliers  

 

The Roya l Northumberland  Fusiliers was one of England 's p remier c ounty 

reg iments and  c an trac e its anc estry bac k to the year 1674. 

When first ra ised  it was pa rt of the Dutc h Servic e and  known as the Irish 

Regiment, or Visc ount Cla re's Regiment. Until 1751, like most other 

reg iments, it was known suc c essively by the names of the c olonels who 

c ommanded  them a t the time. 

 

The reg iment was transferred  to the British Servic e in 1689. From 5 June 

1685 its order of p rec edenc e was the 5th Regiment of the Line. 

 

 

It was not until 1 July 1751 tha t it was designated  by tha t number as the "5th Reg iment of Foot" when the 

system of naming reg iments a fter their Colonels was d ropped . 

 

As a  fusilier reg iment, it wears a  hac kle, whic h in this c ase is red  over white. This d istinc tion was orig ina lly a  

white p lume whic h His Ma jesty's Fifth Regiment of Foot had taken from the head  d ress of fa llen Frenc h 

troops a t St. Luc ia  in Dec ember 1778. The Fifth Regiment of Foot bec ame His Ma jesty's Fifth 

(Northumberland) Regiment of Foot with the c ounty a ffilia tions of 1782. In 1829 King George IV ordered  the 

white p lume to be worn by a ll infantry reg iments, and  in order not to take away from the Fifth 

(Northumberland) Regiment of Foot's ba ttle honor, their p lume was d istinguished  by being made red  over 

white. This c ame from the legend  tha t the men of the Fifth (Northumberland) Regiment of Foot having 

d ipped  the white p lumes in the b lood  of the Frenc h a t St. Luc ia . 

On 4 May 1836 it bec ame a  fusilier reg iment and  was redesigned  as the 5th (Northumberland Fusiliers) 

Reg iment of Foot. With the Cardwell reforms of 1881, the reg iment was linked  with the c ounty on 1 July 

1881, as the Northumberland  Fusiliers with the genera l loss of numbering . 

Regula r ba tta lions c ontinued  for many years a fterwards to refer to themselves as the "Fifth Fusiliers" 

unoffic ia lly. On 3 June 1935, the reg iment was g iven the p refix "Roya l". With the British Army reforms of the 

la te 1960s forming la rge reg iments, it was merged  with other reg iments and  bec ame the 1st Batta lion of 

the Roya l Reg iment of Fusiliers on St George's Day, 23 April 1968. 

To this day, the Roya l Regiment of Fusiliers c ontinues to wear some of the insignia  of the four c ounty 

reg iments from whic h it was formed  and  to honor their trad itions and  c a rry their ba ttle honours. 

 

3rd  Rec onna issanc e Batta lion 

3rd  Infantry Division - Existing d ivision a t the sta rt of the war, headquartered  in Bulford . Served  in Franc e 

from 9.39 until 6.40, 

 

The Third  Division was the first British d ivision to land  a t Sword  Beac h on D-Day and  fought through the 

Battle of Normandy, the Netherlands and  la ter the invasion of Germany. For the c ampa ign in Normandy  

 

ADD INFORMATION AS IT BECOMES AVAILIBLE 
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Pic ture c ourtesy of the IWM 

Photographers: Puttnam L A (Lt) &Davies (Lt), War Offic e offic ia l photographers 

 

Da imler sc out c a rs of 4th Northumberland  Fusiliers c ross open c ountry near Fonta ine 

20 Marc h 1940. 
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4th Infantry Rec onnaissanc e Regiment 

 

Formed January 1941, ma inly from the Anti-Tank Companies of the 10th, 11th and 

12th Infantry Brigades.  

 

Fought in the b reakthrough to Tunis, and  c hased  the enemy round  Cape Bon.  

 

Fought from Marc h to November 1944, in Ita ly and  was then sent to help  dea l with 

the c ivil d isturbanc es in Greec e 

 

 

 

 

ADD INFORMATION AS IT BECOMES AVAILIBLE 
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5th Infantry Rec onnaissanc e Regiment 

Formed February 1941, from the 3rd  Ba tta lion Tower Hamlet Rifles (London Rifle 

Brigade).  

Sa iled  for Ind ia  in Marc h 1942. The reg iment served  in Persia  and  Syria  before 

a rriving  a t an ea rly pa rt of the Sic ilian c ampa ign. The first unit of the Corps into 

Ita ly. Left Ita ly in June 1944 and  then c ame up  from the south of Franc e. Taking  

part in the last d rive into Germany a fter the Rhine c rossing.  

 
 

 

ADD INFORMATION AS IT BECOMES AVAILIBLE 

 

 

image c ourtesy of Bovington Tank Museum referenc e BTM 1763-44 

Photographer :unknown 

Desc rip tion.  The c rew of an Da imler a rmoured  c a r of the  5 Infantry Rec onna issanc e Division inspec t a  

young Germans identific a tion papers. 

Date Unknown 

 


