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Indain Army (& Indian UN peac e keeping forc ees) 1950’s to 1960’s 

 

In 1960, Belg ium termina ted  her 78 years of rule in the Congo and  Pa tric e Lumumba formed  

the first na tiona l government. 

Soon triba l vio lenc e erup ted  in the Congo and  the p rovinc es of Ka tanga  & Kasa i sec eded .  

To save Congo from a  d isastrous c ivil war, the UN Sec urity Counc il by its resolution of 21 

February 1961, dec ided  upon milita ry intervention in tha t c ountry. Ind ia  initia lly p rovided  some 

log istic s support units to the UN Command  a t Congo, but subsequently, this c ontribution was 

enhanc ed  to a  b rigade on request from the United  Na tions.  

The 99 Infantry Brigade under Brigad ier K A S Ra ja  was sent by a ir & sea  to Leopoldville, the 

c ap ita l, from Marc h to June 1961. 

 

To end  the sec ession of Ka tanga , UN forc es launc hed  two important opera tions, c ode-named 

Rumpunc h and  Marthor, in August-Sep tember 1961. The 99 Infantry Brigade c onsisting  of 

ba tta lions 1 Dogra , 2 Ja t, 3/ 1 Gorkha  Rifles, a  squad ron of the 63rd  Cava lry (Armoured  

Reg iment), 120 Heavy Morta r Ba ttery, 13 Field  Company, a  c ompany from 4 Mahar (Mac hine 

Gun) and  95 Field  Ambulanc e made a  substantia l c ontribution in these opera tions.  

 

Cap ta in Gurbac han Singh Sa la ria  [3/ 1 Gorkha  Rifles] was killed  on 05 Dec ember 1961, while 

c lea ring  an enemy road-b loc k. For his extraord ina ry leadership  and  devotion to duty, Cap ta in 

Sa la ria  was awarded  Ind ia 's highest wartime meda l, Param Vir Chakra , posthumously. The last 

& most important ac t of the 99 Infantry Brigade in Katanga  was the launc hing of Opera tion 

Grand  Slam on 28 Dec ember 1962. It a imed  a t freeing Elisabethville and  Jadotville from 

gendarmerie (Ka tanga  groups) menac e. Although Opera tion Grand  Slam was a  suc c ess, the 

99 Infantry Brigade suffered  7 dead  and  49 wounded . 

There was a  turnover of Ind ian troops subsequently and  Brigad ier R S Noronha  took over as the 

Commander of the 99 Infantry Brigade. The rep lac ement ba tta lions were 4 Madras, 4 

Ra jputana  Rifles and  2/ 5 Gorkha  Rifles & fresh sub-units of 63 Cava lry and  4 Mahar. 

The 121 Heavy Morta r Ba ttery and  the 22 Field  Company a lso jo ined  the b rigade. Ma jor 

Genera l Dewan Prem Chand  was appointed  c ommander of the Ka tanga  a rea .  

The repa tria tion of the 99 Infantry Brigade whic h sta rted  on 1 Marc h 1963, was c omp leted  on 

30 June 1964. In a ll, 39 units of the Ind ian Army partic ipa ted  in the Congo opera tions during 

1961-64.  

 

During  the three year servic e with the UN, 142 Ind ian Army Offic ers and  men won awards for 

ga llantry or d istinguished  servic e. The Ind ian forc es ea rned  tremendous goodwill from the UN 

headquarters and  the world  a t la rge. 
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Da imler a rmoured  c a r F207293 in use by the Ind ian Army in the Congo for UN peac e keep ing 

duties 
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In 1961 the Ind ian Forc es in Ka tanga  had  ten Da imler Armoured  c a rs ( see F20088 above) 

and  Ferrets (approx 10) in Elisabethville were from Ma laysia  and  a ttac hed  to Ethiop ian-Ind ian 

2nd  UN Brigade 
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Da imler a rmoured  c a r F208550 in use by the Ind ian Army in the foot hills of the Kashmir 

mounta ins 


