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Cavalry Of The Line 

14th/ 20th King's Hussars 

 

The 14th/ 20th King 's Hussars was a  c ava lry reg iment of the British Army in 

existenc e from 1922 to 1992. 

 

Orig ina lly styled  the 14th/ 20th Hussars, the reg iment was c rea ted  in 1922 by 

the ama lgamation of the 14th King 's Hussars and the 20th Hussars, as pa rt 

of the reduc tions in the Army a fter the First World  War. The honorific  King 's 

was added  bac k into the title in 1936 

 

 

The 14th were orig ina lly ra ised  as Dormer's Dragoons in 1715 during  the First Jac ob ite Rising  The reg iment 

bec ame light d ragoons in 1776 and  were designa ted  as hussars in 1861. The 20th were ra ised  as light 

d ragoons in 1759 and  bec ame hussars in 1862. 

 

The 14th/ 20th Kings Hussars was founded  in 1922 through the amalgamation of the 14th Kings Hussars and  

the 20th Hussars and  was renamed the 14/ 20 Hussars and  g iven the title Kings a fter George VI c ame to the 

Throne on the 14th Dec  1936. 

 

On the 16th Dec ember 1936 the Regiment was notified  tha t it was to be re-designa ted  as the 14th/ 20th 

King 's Hussars. 

This was ac hieved  by rep resenta tions being put forward  by the Colonel of the Reg iment Genera l Sir George 

Barrow. 

The newly founded  Regiment had  its first tour of ac tive duty in Egyp t in 1931 for two years. 

 

The last time the Regiment went out mounted  was in Jan 1938, this was on manoeuvres near Luc know. 

Without c eremony the Regiment sa id  goodbye to the horses in Aug 1938. Eac h offic er was a llowed  to keep 

one horse, a  pool was a lso kept. After this tanks a rrived  in two and threes (The Vic kers light tanks MK2 and  

the MK6),  

On the 31st Marc h 1939 the Regiment was offic ia lly rec orded  as being c onverted  to mec hanisa tion. All 

ranks were transferred  from Cava lry of the Line to the R.A.C a t Sec underabad , on the 11th April 1939. 

 

The Regiment served  in the Sec ond  World  War a t Bologna , Med ic ina  and  Sambre, Ita ly 1945 

 

The Post war years. 

 

The Regiment had  a  short spell on Armoured  c a rs in 1945. In 1946 they a rrived  in Germany and  were issued  

the Arc her tank destroyers within the 53rd  (Welsh) Infantry Division. After three years in the United  Kingdom 

the Reg iment was sent bac k to the Dessert , Libya , and  tanks, firstly on the Comet and  then the Centurion 

Tanks. Three a fter tha t it was to Europe and  Münster in Germany, they were the Armoured  element of the 

20th Armoured  Brigade. In 1957 the Reg iment was on the move aga in but the Reg iment was sp lit into two 

with A & C squadrons rema ining in Munster on the Sarac en, whilst B Squadron moved  to Berlin to bec ome 

the Berlin Armoured  Independent Squadron.  

 

In 1962 they returned  to Libya  onc e aga in with Ferret Sc out c a rs, a lso c ompleting two tours in Cyprus . 

In 1965 and  the Regiment moved  to Paderborn, Germany. It was here in 1969 tha t HRH Princ ess Anne 

bec ame the Regiments Colonel-in-Chef.  

 

Aga in the Regiment was sent a ll over the g lobe with tours in 1970 -73 for HQ & C in  Hong Kong and  Cyprus.  

A Squadron went to Singapore for a  short period  p rior to there ea rly return to the United  Kingdom and  

Tidworth.  
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Those Squadrons based  in Tidworth were dep loyed  period ic a lly to Northern Ireland . In 1973 the 14th/ 20th 

Kings Hussars moved  to Herford , B Squadron being the last to a rrive when their tour of Hong Kong ended  

la te 1973. 1974 Saw the Reg iment return to Northern Ireland . 

 

In 1976 the Regiment returned  to the UK inc lud ing Bovington, Lulworth and  Warminster.   

 

The 14th/ 20th were ama lgamated  in 1992 with the The Roya l Hussars (Princ e of Wa les's Own) to bec ome The 

King 's Roya l Hussars 

 

 

Use of Da imlers 

 

Capta in Bryan of REME c onfirms a tht the 14/ 20th Used  Dingo’s between 1959 1nd  1950 an tha t these were 

rep lac ed  with humbers 



 

www.daimler-fighting-vehic les.c o.uk 

 The Daimler Fighting Vehic les Projec t – Part D3e 

Cavalry Of The Line -14th/ 20 th, 15th/ 19th, 23rd &  26th Hussars 

 

 3

 
Cavalry Of The Line 

15th/ 19th The King's Royal Hussars 
 

The 15th/ 19th The King 's Roya l Hussars was a  c ava lry reg iment of the British 

Army 

 

It was c rea ted  as part of the reduc tion in the c ava lry in the a ftermath of 

World  War I and  was formed by the amalgamation of the 15th The King 's 

Hussars and the 19th Roya l Hussars (Queen Alexandra 's Own) on 11 

April1922, bec oming the 15th/ 19th Hussars.  It b riefly d ropped  the 19th 

numera l from its title in 1932, bec oming the 15th The King 's Roya l Hussars, 

before rega ining it the following year. 
 

 

It mec hanised  in the la te 1930s, and  was transferred  to the Roya l Armoured  Corps in 1939. At the outb reak 

of the Sec ond  World  War, it was based  a t York with the 3rd  Infantry Division, serving as the d ivisiona l 

rec onna issanc e reg iment.  

 

It dep loyed  with them in the British Exped itionary Forc e, and  fought in the Ba ttle of Franc e During this time, it 

a lso opera ted  with the 2nd  Armoured  Rec onna issanc e Brigade 

After the withd rawa l to the UK, it opera ted  with 3rd  Motor Mac hine Gun Brigade being assigned  to the 

newly ra ised  28th Armoured  Brigade of 9th Armoured  Division in Dec ember 1940, with a  c adre being 

detac hed  to form the 23rd  Hussars.  

 

It rema ined  in the UK until a fter the D-Day land ings, when it was sent to Normandy as the d ivisiona l 

rec onna issanc e reg iment of the 11th Armoured  Division. It ended  the war in Germany. 

 

It is reported  in the reg imenta l history tha t the the Hussars were p rovided  with an estab lishemnt of 12 da imler 

sc out c a rs during WW2. 

 

Immed ia tely a fter the war they were sta tioned  a t Volzondorf, Germany with the BOAR. 

 

The Regiment served in Pa lestine between 1945 and  1948 and  was involved  in the Ma layan Emergenc y from 

1954 to 1956 with the Regimenta l Headquarters and  one squadron based  a t Ipoh; the other squadrons were 

based  a t Ta ip ing and  Raub .  

 

After Ma laya  the Regiment was posted  to Oman, Musc at and  Aden during the rebellion of the Imam of 

Oman in 1957. 

 

As pa rt of the post-Cold  War defenc e reforms, the 15th/ 19th amalgamated  with the 13th/ 18th Roya l Hussars 

(Queen Mary's Own) on 1 Dec ember 1992 to form The Light Dragoons, aga in reverting bac k to the 

Armoured  Rec onna issanc e role. 
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Capta in Singer of The Roya l kings Hussars, killed  the next day, d riven by Trooper Lindsay 

 
Photos c ourtesy of http :/ / www.army.mod.uk/ the_kings_roya l_hussars/ ga llery/ stories/ dougie_c ovill_story.htm 

Desc rip tion: Dingo F64309 Genera l Von Thoma, Commander of The Afrika  Corps was c ap tured  by Capta in 

Grant Singer  
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Photo c ourtesy of IWM H 13444 

 

Photographer :Lieutenant Puttname of Army Film & Photographic  Unit#  

 

28th Armoured  Brigade, 9th Armoured  Division, Dunstab le Down Luton. 

 

Desc rip tion:Youthful tank c orps Offic ers holds a  c onferenc e during an exerc ise, showing Dingo sc out c a r 

F14926  

 

3rd  Sep tember 1941 
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Photo c ourtesy of Mr Rigarlsford  

Desc rip tion: An veteran has supp lied  a  photo taken in 1948 in Egyp t whic h is of a  Dingo of the ‘Roya l Hussars 

sc out c a r F340848 

 

Photo c ourtesy of The History of the 15-19th Hussars book – Keat House. 

Desc rip tion: Esc ort for Lady Dorothea Head  – Malaya , 

Da imler sc out c a r 31 ZV 91, DAC, Humber, and  Da imler a rmoured  c a r 91 ZR 20 a re visib le. 
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Photo c ourtesy of The History of the 15-19th Hussars book – Keat House. 

Desc rip tion: Esc ort for Lady Dorothea Head  – Malaya  

Humber, DAC 31 ZV 17 & 87.ZR.47 a re visib le 

 
Photo c ourtesy of The Nationa l Army Museum NAM 2004-11-96 

Desc rip tion: Armoured  c a r of A Squadron 15/ 19th Kings Roya l Hussars in Penang Ma laya  1957. 
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Photo c ourtesy of Trooper Fred  Pasc oe 

Desc rip tion:DAC’s f19974/ 38ZU75 & others of 1st troop  A squadron  of the 15-19 Hussars a t Raub , 

Ma laya  1954  

 
Photo c ourtesy of Trooper Fred  Pasc oe 

Desc rip tion: Bill Ald red  and  Fred  Pasc oe of 2nd  troop  C squadron with da imler a t the c ameron highlands. 

Ma laya  1957 
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Photo c ourtesy of Trooper Fred  Pasc oe 

Desc rip tion: Attempting to rec over overturned  da imler 31ZV16 of B squadron.  

Note the BESA ammunition boxes removed  from the vehic le. 

Ma laya  1957 



 

www.daimler-fighting-vehic les.c o.uk 

 The Daimler Fighting Vehic les Projec t – Part D3e 

Cavalry Of The Line -14th/ 20 th, 15th/ 19th, 23rd &  26th Hussars 

 

 10

 
Photo c ourtesy of Trooper Fred  Pasc oe 

Desc rip tion: DAC F117499/ 84ZR68 da imler in c amp a t the c ameron highlands  

Ma laya  1955 

 
Photo c ourtesy of Trooper Fred  Pasc oe 

Desc rip tion: Sa imler and  Sarac ens of C squadron a t Kulim. 

Ma laya  1956 
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Photo c ourtesy of Trooper Fred  Pasc oe 

Desc rip tion: Da imler sc out c a r (d ingo) F329773/ 22ZS85 of C squadron a t the Cameron Highland   

Ma laya  1956 

 
Photo c ourtesy of Trooper Fred  Pasc oe 

C squadron ferret on approac h road  to c amp  

Ma laya  1957 
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Photo c ourtesy of Trooper Fred  Pasc oe 

Desc rip tion: fred  pasc oe with da imler 2 troop  C squadron. 

Ma laya  1956 

 
Photo c ourtesy of Trooper Fred  Pasc oe 

C squadron Ferret a t the Cameron Highlands 1957 

Ma laya  1956 
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Photo c ourtesy of Trooper Fred  Pasc oe 

Desc rip tion: Left to right--Alec , Bill, Smithy and  Fred  a t front,   C squadron a t Kulim. 

Ma laya  1956 

 
Photo c ourtesy of Trooper Fred  Pasc oe 

Desc rip tion: C squadron group  p ic ture a t the Cameron Highlands, 

Trooper Rutherford  front row end  left. Tpr Gentry 3rd  left front row. Trp  Fred  Pasc oe front row end  right. 

Ma laya  1956 
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Photo c ourtesy of The History of the 15-19th Hussars book – Keat House. 

Desc rip tion: DCS F340461/ 23 ZS 70 on the first snow pa trol in Armagh 
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Photo c ourtesy of The History of the 15-19th Hussars book – Keat House. 

Desc rip tion: Da imler a rmoured  c a r  F339442/ 86ZR96 on the ranges. 
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Cavalry Of The Line 

23rd Hussars  
 

The 23rd  Hussars was a  c ava lry reg iment of the British Army from 1940 to 1946. 
 

The reg iment was ra ised  in Dec ember 1940 from a  c adre of personnel taken 

from the 10th Roya l Hussars (Princ e of Wa les's Own) and  the 15th/ 19th The King 's 

Roya l Hussars and  was assigned  to 29th Armoured  Brigade of 11th Armoured  

Division 

 

 

The 11th Armoured  Division landed  in Franc e in June 1944, taking  heavy c asua lties as pa rt of the Battle of 

Normandy a t Colombes, Cheux, Hill 112, and  Cean. 

 

Following Opera tion Goodwood , losses of a rmour were so high tha t the reg iment had  absorbed  the 

remnants of the 24th Lanc ers a  reg iment of 8th Armoured  Brigade. 
 

Later in the war, the reg iment opera ted  in the following ba ttles 

 

August 1944, Presles, Bas Perrier, Beny Boc age, L’Aig le, Ameins 

 

Sep tember Belg ium, Antwerp , Ijesselstein 

 

Oc tober Leunen 

 

Dec ember Ardennes 

 

January 1945 Ypres 

 

Marc h Sc hoot 

 

They were amongst the first troops into Belsen 15th April 1945 and  ended  the war in Germany. 

The reg iment was d isbanded  a t the end  of January, 1946. 
 

No evidence of the use of Daimler Sc out c ar so far identified 
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Cavalry Of The Line 

26th Hussars  

 

The 26th Hussars was a  c ava lry reg iment of the British Army from 1941 to 

1943. 
 

 
 

The reg iment was ra ised  a t Meerut in June 1941 from a  c adre of personnel taken from the 14th/ 20th King 's 

Hussars, and  was assigned  to 2nd  Ind ian Armoured  Brigade. 

 

It was la ter moved  to 225th Ind ian Armoured  Brigade 

 

It was d isbanded  a t Sec underabad  in Oc tober 1943, with the personnel being transferred  to the 3rd  

Carab iniers 
 

No evidence of the use of Daimler Fighting Vehic ls so far identified 
 

 


