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The Canadian Armoured Brigade  

 

Shortly a fter forming , the 1st Canad ian Tank Brigade was re-designated  1st Canad ian Armoured  

Brigade. 

 

It took part in 8th British Army's assault land ing on the toe of Ita ly in Opera tion Baytown. 

 

Both the British 8th Army and  the US 5th Army c ontrolled  the 1st Brigade a t va rious times, and  its 

formations were often widely sc a ttered  during the Ita lian c ampa ign. 

 

Like 1st Canad ian Infantry Division and  5th Canad ian Armoured  Division, 1st Armoured  Brigade moved  

from Ita ly and  joined  the Canad ian 1st Army, a t the beg inning of 1945. 

 

 
image c ourtesy of the internet 

Photographer unknown 

Genera l Canad ian Dragoons – Genera l Tommy Burns testing  out the seating  a rrangement of this Dingo 

206327, & 206147 MK II, 1st Canad ian Army, Roya l Canad ian Dragoons, UK 

da te unknown 
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In its two inc arna tions as 1st Tank and  1st Armoured , the b rigade’s servic e a t the Infamous Dieppe Ra id , 

Franc e, in Sic ily, Ita ly, and  Northwest Europe ea rned  it the d istinc tion of the longest and  widest servic e of 

any b rigade in the Canad ian Army during  the war. 

 

Although reorganized  as an a rmoured  b rigade, no motor ba tta lion served  under c ommand. 

 

Organiza tion: 

11th Armoured  Regiment -The Onta rio Reg iment 

12th Armoured  Regiment -Three Rivers Regiment 

14th Armoured  Regiment -The Ca lgary Regiment 

 

 
photo c ourtesy of http :/ / www.army.dnd .c a / RCD/ rc d / equipment/ d ingo_e.htm 

 

Trooper Arthur Disher of the Roya l Canad ian Dragoons on a rriva l in Eng land  

F19847,Mk1B 

UK 1941 
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PHOTO TO BE OBTAINED 

 

Photo Referenc e NA10987 

Photographer: Sgt Christie, Army Film & Photographic  Unit 

Desc rip tion: While Genera l Leese was wa iting  for his c a r a  sc out c a r with Ma jor Genera l Vokes, 

c ommand ing 1st Canad ian Division c ame a long. 

Genera l Lease stopped  the c a r and  had  a  c ha t a t the roadside. 

(The Dingo sc out c a r is F203992)  

15th January,1944 

(Photo sourc ed  from Imperia l War Museum-) 

 

 
Photo c ourtesy of the Bovington tank Museum Referenc e 4845-F2 

Photographer: Unknown 

Desc rip tion:  Dingo F207319 of the Canad ian a rmoured  Rec c e Regiment. 

Da te unknown 
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ADD DETAILS OF CANADIANS IN HOLLAND & ITALY 

 
Photo c ourtesy of the Simon Hamon 

Photographer: Unknown 

Desc rip tion:  4th Princ ess Louise Dragoon Guards, Canad ian Army in Ita ly. 

Da te unknown 

 
Photo c ourtesy of the Internet 

Desc rip tion: D squadron of Dingo sc out c a rs and  a  staghound  in Germany 

Date: 1945
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The Dieppe Raid 

 

The 1942 ra id  on Dieppe was initia lly p lanned  for July and  c ode-named Opera tion Rutter. The a ims were 

stra ightforward : to seize and  hold  a  ma jor port for a  short period , to test the possib ility of ga thering 

intelligenc e from prisoners and  c ap tured  materia ls, and  to examine the German reac tion.  

 

The na ture of c omb ined  opera tions would  a lso a llow the Air Forc e to d raw the Luftwa ffe into a  la rge, 

p lanned  enc ounter and  the use of Canad ian troops would , it was hoped , sa tisfy the Canad ian 

c ommanders following the long inac tivity of Canad ian forc es in Eng land .  

 

Churc hill g rew more supportive as the defea ts in northern Afric a  inc ited  a  wave of p ress and  

parliamenta ry c ritic ism 

 

Opera tion Rutter 

Opera tion Rutter was approved  in May 1942. It c onsisted  of a  ma in a ttac k onto the Dieppe town 

beac h, two flanking a ttac ks by para troops, a  thousand  sorties by Allied  a ir forc es and  a  nava l 

bombardment. 

 

The Canad ian 2nd  Division would  lead  the a ttac k, elements advanc ing as fa r as Arques. The opera tion 

was sc a led  down, espec ia lly the RAF bombing support as destruc tion of the town was not desired , but 

the troops boarded  their ships on 5 July. 

In an ominous oc c urrenc e foreshadowing future events, on the eve of Rutter's departure, whic h 

c oinc ided  with the fina l day of favourab le maritime c ond itions forec ast, German bombers swept 

through and a ttac ked  the 250 strong a llied  flotillas moored  off the south c oast of England . 

 

In add ition to c ausing the abortion of opera tion Rutter, it a lso illustra ted  to the Allied  c ommand  how 

d iffic ult ma inta ining the element of surp rise would  be in c a rrying out suc h an invasion. 
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Opera tion Jub ilee 

 

Almost a ll c onc erned  believed  tha t a  ra id  on Dieppe was now out of the question; however, though 

Montgomery wanted  it c anc elled  indefinitely, Mountba tten d id  not. He began reorganising the ra id  

from 11 July as Opera tion Jub ilee.  

 

Desp ite not rec eiving Combined  Chiefs of Sta ff authorisa tion, Mountba tten instruc ted  his sta ff to 

p roc eed  in la te July. This lac k of top -level go-ahead  resulted  in c erta in d isloc a tions in the p lanning. For 

examp le, the fa ilure to inform the Joint Intelligenc e Committee or the Inter-Servic e Sec urity Board  meant 

none of the intelligenc e agenc ies were involved , c onsequently the opera tion was mounted  on 

information tha t was months out of da te. 

 

Opera tion Jub ilee still relied  on the 2nd  Canad ian Infantry Division under Ma jor Genera l J. H. Roberts to 

a ttac k Dieppe, Puys and  Pourville, while the para trooper assault on the flanking gun ba tteries was 

rep lac ed  by an amphib ious assault by Commandos. 

Ground  support was p rovided  by thirty of the new Churc hill tanks, delivered  using the new LCTs. 

 

Dieppe and  the flanking c liffs were rela tively weakly defended , the opposing German 571st Regiment 

was still under strength, with a  tota l of 1,500 men.  

 

They were dep loyed  thinly a long the beac hes of Dieppe and  the neighboring  towns, c overing  a ll the 

likely land ing p lac es. However In respec t of mac hine guns, morta rs and  artillery it was adequately 

p rotec ted  with a  c onc entra tion on the ma in approac h, (pa rtic ula rly in the myriad  of c liff c aves), and  

with a  reserve a t the rea r.  

 

The  571st Reg iment were sta tioned  not only in the towns themselves, but a lso between the towns in 

open a reas and  highlands tha t overlook the beac hes. 

 

A garrison of only 150 men, for examp le, defended  the beac hes a t Dieppe, while a  sma ller ga rrison of 

50 men defended  the beac hes a t Puys. 

 

Lac king in terms of infantry c apac ity, the Germans would  foc us on setting up  extensive defenc e 

perimeters throughout the a rea . 

 

Elements of the 571st defended  the radar sta tion near Pourville and  the ba ttery over the Sc ie a t 

Va rengeville.  

 

To the west the 570th Infantry Reg iment were dep loyed  near the ba ttery a t Berneva l. 



 

www.daimler-fighting-vehic les.c o.uk 

 The Daimler Fighting Vehic les Projec t – Part D9a 

Canadian Armoured Brigade 

 

 7

Air Forc es 

 

The massive Allied  a ir support for the opera tion amounted  to about 70 squadrons, with the 

overwhelming ma jority c oming from RAF Fighter Command , inc lud ing 48 squadrons of Sp itfires inc lud ing 

a ll three Eagle Squadrons. 

 

The opposing Luftwa ffe forc es were c omprised  of 200 fighters, mostly the new Foc ke-Wulf 190s and  

about 100 bombers mostly Dornier 217s. On paper a t least, the Allies would  have a  numeric a l 

advantage.  

 

The Allies were, in reverse to the Battle of Brita in, a t the extent of the opera ting  range of most fighters 

and  had  a  limited  time over ta rget, while the Germans were mostly flying from or c ould  refuel a t nearby 

a irfie lds. 

This enab led  the Germans to ma inta in a  numeric a l superiority and  have a ir superiority over the ba ttle 

a rea  onc e they had  c onc entra ted  their effort. 

 

The Ground  Attac k 

 

Almost 252 ships left va rious ports on the night of 18 August and  as they approac hed  the Frenc h c oast 

ea rly on the 19th, things began to go wrong. 

 

Left Flank, Yellow Beac hes: No. 3 Commando 

The mission of Lieutenant Colonel John Durnford -Sla ter's No. 3 Commando was to neutra lise a  German 

c oasta l ba ttery (c ode named GOEBBELS), near Berneva l, whic h c ould  engage the land ing a t Dieppe 

some 6 km to the west. 

 

The three 170 mm and  four 105 mm of 2/ 770 Batterie had  to be out of ac tion by the time the ma in forc e 

approac hed  the ma in beac h. 

 

The c ra ft c arrying  No. 3 Commando, No. 5 Group , approac hing the c oast to the east were not warned  

of the approac h of a  German c oasta l c onvoy tha t had  been loc a ted  by British CHAIN HOME radar 

sta tions a t 2130 hours.  

 

German S-boats esc orting  a  German tanker torpedoed  some of the land ing c ra ft and  d isab led  the 

esc orting  gun boat. As a  result the Group  was d ispersed , with some losses, and  the enemy's c oasta l 

defenc es were a lerted . 

 

Only a  hand ful of c ommandos under the Sec ond  in Command, Ma jor Peter Young, landed  and  sc a led  

the barbed-wire-lac ed  c liffs.  

 

Eventua lly 18 Commandos reac hed  the perimeter of the GOEBBLES Battery via  Berneva ll and  engaged  

their ta rget with small a rms fire. 

 

Unab le to destroy the guns, their snip ing  of the German gun c rews, however, p revented  the guns from 

firing  effec tively on the ma in assault.  

 

Thus, just a  hand ful of determined  British sold iers neutra lised  the most dangerous German c oasta l 

ba ttery in the a rea  of the ra id  for the most c ritic a l period  of the opera tion. 

 

Right Flank, Orange Beac hes: No. 4 Commando 

 

No. 4 Commando landed  in forc e and  destroyed  their ta rgets, p rovid ing the only suc c ess of the 

opera tion. Most of No. 4 sa fely returned  to Eng land . This portion of the ra id  was c onsidered  a  model for 

future c ommando ra ids. Lord  Lovat bec ame famous as an offic er here on Orange Beac h. 
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Canad ian ma in assault 

 

The Canad ians in the c entre suffered  grea tly, a t least in pa rt due to the inexperienc e of Roberts, who 

unwisely c ommitted  the reserve forc e to the ma in beac hes. Poor small unit leadership  has a lso been 

b lamed  for fa ilures onc e men went ashore. 

 

The land ing a t Puys by the Roya l Reg iment of Canada  was delayed  and  the potentia l advantages of 

surp rise and  darkness were lost. 

The well-p lac ed  German forc es held  the Canad ians tha t d id  land  on the beac h with little d iffic ulty. 225 

men were killed , 264 surrendered  and  33 made it bac k to Eng land . 

 

Just 60 Germans, who a t no time felt the need to reinforc e their position, defended the beac h. 

 

Severa l p la toons of the Blac k Watc h were a lso emp loyed  a t Blue Beac h; some of their c asua lties were 

suffered  in a  grenade-priming ac c ident on the transport ships during  the c hannel c rossing. 

 

On the other side of the town a t Pourville the South Saskatc hewan Reg iment and  the Queen's Own 

Cameron Highlanders of Canada  made it ashore with few losses. The Saskatc hewan advanc e on 

Dieppe was soon ha lted  while the Camerons were ha lted  just short of their ob jec tive. Both reg iments 

suffered  more as they withd rew; the b ravery of the land ing c ra ft c rew a llowed  341 men to embark but 

inc reasing  pressure meant tha t the rest were left to surrender. Another 141 had  d ied . 

 

The ma in a ttac k was a t three points: the 14th Canad ian Army Tank Regiment (Ca lgary Tanks) in the 

midd le with The Essex Sc ottish Reg iment to the east and  The Roya l Hamilton Light Infantry to the west. 

 

Attac king  thirty minutes a fter the flanking assaults and  onto a  steep  pebb le beac h a ll the groups were 

met with intense fire. The eastern assault was held  a t the beac h. By the end  of the ra id , The Essex 

Sc ottish Reg iment had  suffered  121 fa ta l c asua lties, with many others wounded  and  c ap tured .  

 

The western assault ga ined  a  hold  in a  shore-front c asino but few sold iers made it ac ross the road and  

they were soon held .  

 

 
Photo sourc ed  from the internet 

Photographer : Unknown 

Desc rip tion: The 7th HQ d ingo named HARRY, F????? a fter the ra id . 

Da te: Sept 1942 
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The tanks a rrived  a  little la te to d isc over their land ing point was d iffic ult.  

 

Twenty-nine of 58 tanks d isembarked , 2 "d rowned" in deep  water, 27 made it ashore but only 15 

managed  to c limb  the c hert pebb les of the beac h, c ross both the anti-tank d itc h tha t the Germans 

were still d igg ing and  the sea-wa ll onto the esp lanade under fire from p ill boxes and  flanking c liff top  

positions.  

 

However, they were c omp letely stopped  by anti-tank wa lls b loc king exits from the Esp lanade, were 

immob ilized , or la ter returned  to the beac h to c over the withd rawa l.  The eng ineers whose job  it was to 

c lea r suc h obstac les were unab le to do so bec ause of heavy fire whic h the tanks c ould  not suppress.  

Bac k on the beac h, the tanks p rovided  fire support, as best they c ould , and  c overed  the withd rawa l. 

 

It is though tha t there may have been nine or ten Da imler Sc out c a rs used  for Head quarters 

c ommunic a tions, so tha t the ra ids c ould  be c oord ina ted . The c a rs were towed  out of the Land ing Cra ft 

Tanks by Churc hill Tanks. 

 

All fa iled  to c lea r the pebb les of the beac h exc ept one tha t was knoc ked  out near to the p romenade. 

The c a rs were identified  by a  number within a  d iamond  and  with a  named on a  c ommon theme as 

follows: 

 

1st HQ c ar named  HUNTER, F????? 

Driver Tpr M.F Zima , Rad io Opera tor Ma j G.M Rolf (RCCS) 

Towed  DSC 'Hunter' (on loan from Roya l Canad ian Corps of Signa ls) out of LCT124 by Churc hill tank 

T68701R, Right trac k b roken by shellfire on return to beac h 

 

2nd  HQ c ar named HOUND, F64304, 

Driver L.Cp l. F. Howe, Rad io Opera tor L.Cp l. A.G.Willis (RCCS) 

Towed  out of LCT165 by Churc hill tank T68704R 

 

3rd  HQ c ar named HARE, F64319, Driver Tpr K. Doda , Rad io Opera tor Tpr Cp l Chambers (RCCS) 

Towed  out of LCT166 by Churc hill tank T68880. Left trac k b roken by c hert build -up  

 

5th HQ c ar named HUGO ??????? 

 

6th HQ c ar named HELEN, F?????  

Driver Tpr A.K Thomson, Rad io Opera tor Tpr W.D.P Sawers 

Towed  out of LCT126 by Churc hill tank T68452 (Right trac k b roken by c hert build -up). 

 

7th HQ c ar named HARRY, F?????  

Driver Cp l A.A Butler, Rad io Opera tor Tpr A.A Graham 

Towed  out of LCT121 by Churc hill tank T68759R. Bogged  down on beac h 

 

8th HQ c ar named HORACE, F64318,  

Driver Tpr J.G Hoc ken, Rad io Opera tor Tpr V.F Ollifefet. 

Towed  out of LCT145 by Churc hill tank T68559, Left trac k b roken by shellfire 

 

9th HQ c a r named HECTOR, F64306, 

Driver Tpr A.E Buc kley, Rad io Opera tor Tpr E.G Anderson 

Towed  out of LCT127 by Churc hill tank T68696, and  managed  to reac h the p romenade. 

Commander set off stic ky bombs destroying the interior. 

 

?? HQ c ar named HAZEL, F????? 

 

?? HQ c ar named HEDY, F????? 
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Photo sourc ed  from the internet 

Photographer : Unknown 

 

Desc rip tion: A Dingo named HUNTER, a fter the ra id . 

 

This c a r.  It is reported  tha t the damage c aused  to the vehic le was c aused  by a  reversing  tank. 

 

The c ha ins used  to tow the c a r c lea r of the beac h c an be seen a t the front. 

Dieppe Sept 1942 
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The supporting  nava l bombardment was supp lied  by six Hunt Class destroyers.  

 

However these lac ked  an appropria te c oasta l bombardment round  or suffic ient weight of b roadside, 

and  d id  not have the range to destroy the German strongpoints without themselves c oming under 

heavy fire. 

 

They were a lso unab le to c ommunic a te d irec tly with those on the shore to make their bombardment 

effec tive. 

 

 
2nd  HQ c ar named HOUND, F64304, 

Photo sourc ed  from the internet 

Photographer : Unknown 

Desc rip tion: A Dingo named left as  wrec kage a fter the ra id , Dieppe Sept 1942 

 

The debac le was c ompounded  when, ac ting  on fragmentary messages, the reserve were c ommitted  

to the Dieppe beac h a t a round  0700 hours. 

 

The 584 men of Les Fusiliers Mont-Roya l took fire a ll the way to the beac h and  on it. Only 125 made it 

bac k to England . The other pa rt of the reserve c omprised  369 men of A Commando (la ter 40 

Commando Roya l Marines) were Genera l Robert's reserve and , in their first ac tion, were ordered  to 

White Beac h to support 'if possib le'.  

 

The first of their c ra ft landed  under withering  mac hine gun fire and  their c ommander, Lieutenant 

Colonel Joseph "Tiger" Phillips, put on white g loves to semaphore the order to his land ing c ra ft to 

withd raw. 

He was hit and  killed  in the p roc ess. All but one saw the signa l and  withdrew, a lthough severa l c ra ft 

were a lready hit. None of the Commandos who landed  got more than a  matter of ya rds up  the beac h. 

 

At 1050 hours a  genera l order to retrea t was issued . 
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Photo sourc ed  from Bundesarc hiv_Bild_101I-291-1207-112.jpg 

Photographer : Unknown 

Desc rip tion: German Troops inspec t the wrec kage of the Dingo named HECTOR left a fter the ra id . 

Da te: Sept 1942 

 
Aftermath 

 

Casua lty figures va ry: ac c ord ing  to one sourc e, of 6,090 men, 1,027 were killed  and  2,340 c aptured .   

The Offic ia l History of the Canad ian Army: Six Years of War (Vol 1 2nd  ed) g ives the figures of 907 

Canad ians being killed , inc lud ing while in c ap tivity.  

 

Some 2,210 Canad ians of 4,963 tha t were sent made it bac k to England (it must be noted  tha t nearly 

1,000 of these never landed). 

The tota l number of fa ta l and  non-fa ta l c asua lties, some of whom were evac uated  off the beac h, is 

g iven as 3,367. Overhead  the Allied  a ir forc es lost 119 a irc ra ft while the Luftwa ffe lost just 46. As well, only 

11 of the 60 tanks tha t were sent made it bac k.  

 

The German losses amounted  to 311 killed  and  wounded  missing  sold iers. 

 

Some have a rgued  tha t the lessons lea rned  a t Dieppe in 1942 were put to good  use la ter in the war . 

The amphib ious assaults a t North Afric a  were only three months away and  the more suc c essful 

Normandy land ings would  oc c ur two years la ter, in 1944.  

 

On the other hand , amphib ious assaults had  a lready been developed  as early as Ga llipoli, and  the 

lessons a lleged ly lea rned a t Dieppe might have been d isc overed  – a lbeit a t a  c ost – in subsequent 

opera tions suc h as the invasion of Sic ily (Opera tion HUSKY), the land ings a t Sa lerno (Opera tion 

AVALANCHE), and  Anzio (Opera tion SHINGLE). 

 

Regard less, fo llowing the experienc e a t Dieppe, the British developed  a  whole range of spec ia list 

a rmoured  vehic les whic h a llowed  their eng ineers to perform many of their tasks p rotec ted  by a rmour.  
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These vehic les were used  suc c essfully in the British and  Canad ian land ings in Normandy in 1944. There 

were a lso improvements made in shore-to-sea  c ommunic a tions, and  many more and  b igger ships were 

used  for ship -to-shore bombardment. 

 

 
Photo sourc ed  from the internet 

Photographer : Unknown 

Desc rip tion: A Dingo named HELEN, a fter the ra id  Along with a  wider ang le view of the a ftermath. 

Dieppe Sept 1942 
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Trooper Kasmir Doda’s  Story 

 

Trooper Kasmir Doda  enlisted  in Ca lga ry, Alberta  on the 18th of February 1941 a t age 18 and  was in the 

Ca lgary Regiment, 14 Army Tank Bn. 

 

Photo c ourtesy of the Bovington Tank Museum Referenc e TBC, Photographer: Unknown. 

Desc rip tion:  Dingo F19472 of the Ca lgary Reg iment Headquarters, p repares for c oming ba ttles of the 

tanks.  

By the roadside, the c rew of an a rmoured  sc out c a r c hec ks a  map during  an rec c e p rec ed ing a  move 

by tanks ac ross the Eng lish c ountryside. TPR Kasmir Doda  of Kip ling , Saskatc hewan, is left & TRP Albert 

Thompson of Harnel Alberta  right. 

13th May 1942 

 

It is reported  by his daughter tha t he was one of the unfortuna te young men who were d ropped  off on 

the beac hes of Dieppe and  was in a  ‘ tank’  (p robab ly a  Dingo) He was with another young man, d riving 

down the beac h when the tank c aught on fire.  The two of them got out and  were running down the 

beac h, her dad  in front, when suddenly there was a  huge exp losion.  Her fa ther sa id  tha t he was 

c overed  in a  yellow c ha lky substanc e whic h he la ter d isc overed  was the b ra in of the other young man.  

In add ition he had  part of tha t man’s skull embedded  in his bac k and  was wounded .  

 

He was subsequently c ap tured  and  thrown into a  ra ilway box-c a r where he spent many days with no 

med ic a l a ttention and  sa id  he a lmost d ied .  When he fina lly d id  get a ttended  to, he had  surgery to 

remove the skull fragments.   
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He was interned  a t Sta lag IXE in Germany.  Onc e he esc aped  with another man, they were both 

sta rving  and on their travels c ame upon a  small c ab in in the forest where they met an old  man who had  

no teeth.  He offered  the men the d ried  b read  c rusts, whic h he c ouldn’ t ea t, tha t he kep t under his 

wood  stove.  Her fa ther a lways sa id  tha t was the best g ift anyone ever gave him.  They d id  get c aught 

however and  sent bac k to c amp. 

 

 
Photo c ourtesy of Sharon Cooper & Erin Rob inson 

Desc rip tion:  A c opy of a  postc a rd  tha t Doda  sent to his sister, from the POW c amp,  

He is the first one, left, in the bottom row.  

On the reverse Doda  has written the following, ‘This was taken shortly before I esc aped  from their c amp 

a t Frankfurt, mostly Austra lians, New Zea landers, English and  Sc ottish.  One Canad ian beside me, one 

behind  me is a  ‘Moan’  and  beside him is ‘King’  a  Canad ian. 

Circ a  1942 

 

After repatria tion he was d isc harged  on Sep tember 10, 1945 a t the age of 23 years, 11 months 

Moving to Onta rio, he went to c a rpentry sc hool.   

There he met his wife and  together they had  3 c hild ren – 2 g irls and  a  boy.  

He bec ame a  foreman for a  c onstruc tion c ompany and  oversaw the c onstruc tion of many very la rge 

build ings, find ing muc h happ iness from his c hosen c a reer. 

 

His first wife passed  away a t age 36 and  he then remarried  a  woman with 3 boys.  

He d ied  on November 4th, 1992 a t the age of 71 

 

In Canada  there was a  movie made for television c a lled  “ Dieppe” , the sc rip t of whic h was written by his 

daughter’ s ex-boyfriend  who used  to love to ta lk to Doda  about the war.  

The writer named his ma in c harac ter ‘Casey’ , whic h is wha t Dada  was a lways known as. 
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Photo sourc ed  from the Movietone.c om 

Photographer : Movie tone news c ameraman 

 
(Image found  by Simon Hamon) 

Desc rip tion: The c rew of a  Da imler Armoured  Car F208395 of the Canad ian 18th Duke of Yorks Regiment 

look on a t German p risoners of war on foot and  in horse d rawn vehic les marc hing toward  c ap tivity on a  

road  near Amsterdam. Note the film c amera  on the left. 

Circ a  1944 
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Image c ourtesy of http :/ / www.beeldbankwo2.nl 

Desc rip tion: 8th Rec c e of the 14th Roya l Canad ian Hussars in Noordbroek 

Date: c irc a  1945. 

 
Image c ourtesy of http :/ / www.beeldbankwo2.nl 

Desc rip tion: 2nd  Canad ian Infantry Division c ome in the form of the 8th Rec c e to the Netherlands. 

 Sergent Ray Smith sits a top  the a rmoured  c a r. 

Date: 31.03.45 
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Capt Ric hard Sydney Parker Edwards Story 

 

On August 28th, 1925, Dic k bec ame a  member of Princ ess Pa tric ia 's Canad ian Light Infantry. Disc harge 

Papers ind ic a te tha t the offic er was of very good  c onduc t while in the servic e, and  of trustworthy 

c harac ter. Dic k was d isc harged  on May 4, 1928. In the fa ll of 1936, Dic k moved  his wife Iris, and  two 

small c hild ren, Doris and  Peggy, to London, Onta rio. 

 

As a  member of Princ ess Patric ia 's, Corpora l R. S. Edwards a ttended  the first militia  tank sc hool to open in 

Canada  a t Wolseley Barrac ks on November 1, 1936. Ma jor-Genera l F. F. Worthington set out to organize 

and  tra in offic ers of the va rious permanent forc e units in Canada  for a t least ten months so tha t they 

would  bec ome c apab le of hand ling  an a rmy tank.  

 

The a im was to make every sold ier mec hanic a lly minded , unlike the old  days where every c ava lry man 

was a  horse master. On May 1st, 1938 the tank sc hool was moved  to Camp Borden, and  the Edwards 

family moved  to nearby Barrie, Onta rio. In 1938, Dic k was an instruc tor in Driving and  Ma intenanc e a t 

the Canad ian Armed  Fighting  Vehic les Tra ining Centre a t Camp Borden.  

 

He was c ommissioned  in July, 1940. In May, 1942, Dic k was sent overseas as a  reinforc ement offic er for 

the Canad ian Armoured  Corps, serving Canada  during  World  War 2 as a  lieutenant. His job  was to 

forward  reinforc ements to the Division. In sta tic  c ond itions the job  was desc ribed  by Lieut. Edwards as 

fa irly easy.  

 

On sc hemes and  opera tions the job  bec ame muc h more d iffic ult as everybody was on the move. 

Sta tic a lly, no one would  be held  longer than overnight, but on opera tions, the job  involved  hold ing , 

feed ing, and  looking  a fter up  to 1500 men until they were needed . Lieut. Edwards was la ter a ttac hed  to 

the 14th Army Tank Reg iment, Ca lga ry Reg iment. 

 

 

 
An a irgraph sent home during  World  War 2 for 

Dic k Edwards' son, Jac k Edwards 

 

 
Ric hard  Sydney Parker Edwards 
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In January, 1944, Dic k was p romoted  to the rank of Cap ta in. In August, 1944, Cap ta in Edwards was sent 

from Eng land  to Franc e and  landed  on the beac h near Berniere-sur-mer, where he was in c ommand of 

a  new c ompany as the advanc e aga inst Germany ac c elera ted . 

 

At one point, the troops were moving a t the ra te of 30 miles per day, and  by September, 1944, Capta in 

Edwards was in Belg ium. 

 

They c rossed  into Holland  by Dec ember and  were c rossing bac k and  forth from Holland  to Germany 

during Marc h and  April, 1945.  

 

When the end  of World  War 2 was fina lly a  rea lity, Capta in Edwards was sent to Eng land  for a  well 

deserved  leave. In this time, he rested  and  p repared  to return to Canada  while c eleb ra ting  the end  of 

the war with friends. During  his period  of ac tive servic e, Ric hard  was awarded  the 1939-45 Sta r, Franc e 

and  Germany Sta r, Defenc e Meda l, Canad ian Volunteer Servic e Meda l and  Clasp , and  War Meda l 

1939-45.  

 

At the end  of the war, Capta in R. S. Edwards sa iled  home to his wife and  c hild ren from England  aboard  

the Ile de Franc e in July 1945. The ship  doc ked  in Ha lifax and  the returning troops were sent by tra in to 

Toronto. Cap ta in Edwards had  been away from his family for over 3 years.  

 

He was d isc harged  from servic e Oc tober 24, 1947 and  the family c ontinued  to live in Barrie.  

Dic k was then emp loyed  by the Canad ian government, working for the post offic e. Upon retirement in 

1972, Dic k and  Iris sold  their home and  moved  to Florida  to retire. 

 

Storey c ourtesy of http :/ / www3.sympatic o.c a / d ljordan/ parker-edwards.htm 
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Lt-Col Denny Bult-Franc is 

 

Lieutenant-Colonel Denny Bult-Franc is, who d ied  aged  95, was severely wounded  on the ill-fa ted  

Dieppe Ra id , and  two years la ter c ommanded  the Canad ian squadron whic h took the town bac k from 

the Germans. 

 

Bult-Franc is was one of Ma jor-Genera l "Ham" Roberts's lia ison offic ers on the beac h as the Germans 

poured  fire down on the invaders who made their "day trip " on August 19 1942. 

 

Among the tasks a llotted  to him by intelligenc e offic ers was to b ring  bac k from Dieppe a  bag of na ils, 

b ic yc le tyres and  lingerie; but he found  himself sheltering  aga inst a  wa ll, and  the two midd le fingers of 

his left hand  were shot off as it c ollapsed  on him. A bullet passed  through his c hest. 

 

The daughter of a  loc a l c a fé owner then pulled  the b ric ks off him, so tha t he c ould  be taken down to 

the shore and  put on a  sma ll boa t, whic h was then sunk. He was fina lly taken on a  ship  to England . 

When his wife Dorothy, who was a  Red  Cross nurse, found  him in hosp ita l she was told  she c ould  not 

enter his room bec ause the pa tient was dying . 

 

Bult-Franc is returned  to Canada , where he agreed  to take a  d rop  in rank to c ap ta in to rejoin the 8th 

Rec onna issanc e Regiment. Although not sc heduled  to be in the first wave of the land ings, he was a t 

West Ind ia  Doc k, in east London, the evening before D-Day when he saw a  Canad ian troopship  

a longside an Americ an troopship . 

 

On dec k the sold iers of both na tions a t first exc hanged  p leasantries. But rela tions sta rted  to c urd le as the 

Americ ans assured  the Canad ians tha t the outc ome was c erta in now they had  entered  the war; the 

Canad ians asked  why they had  taken two years to jo in in, and  then why they had  taken three years to 

jo in the First World  War. 

 

Bult-Franc is a rrived  just as some of the Canad ians had  c limbed  down the side of their ship  and  were 

sc a ling  ropes on the Americ ans' vessel to make their point more forc ib ly. 

 

After jo ining the fighting  a t Caen, he ga ined  the nic kname "Ca lvados" when his unit libera ted  a  ba rrel of 

the app le b randy whic h was so la rge tha t a  truc k was needed  to transport it; as well as rep lenishing his 

sp irits, this bec ame a  useful c urrenc y with other units, one bottle buying  one c hic ken. 

 

As Canad ian 2nd  Division headed  for Dieppe, Bult-Franc is was g iven c ommand  of the c olumn to relieve 

the town in "Opera tion Franc is". His Dingo sc out c a rs and  Humber rec onna issanc e vehic les had  a  sc rap  

with a  German flak ba ttery a t Totes, and  then bumped into a  few more enemy a t Longueville before 

a rriving  on the outskirts of Dieppe a t nightfa ll. 

 

The following morning , on Sep tember 1, Bult-Franc is sent in a  junior offic er, who met with none of the 

expec ted  opposition. There was no shelling , no mac hine-gun fire; only a  few mines going off. The 

Germans had  fled , and  8th Rec c e was greeted  with flowers, b randy and  kisses from c heering g irls. A 

p re-a rranged  signa l was sent bac k to headquarters: "Franc is is a live and  well and  will expec t his friends 

for d inner." 

 

Down near the esp lanade, he found  the c a fé owner's daughter, who rec ognised  him by his wounds. 

Bult-Franc is's wife was not entirely p leased  when her first news of him was a  p ic ture in the Da ily Ma il of 

him ta lking  to his new friend . 

 

Dennis Sc ott Fead  Bult-Franc is was born a t Highgate on August 28 1910, the desc endant of an offic er of 

the 1st Foot Guards who had  lost pa rt of his nose a t Waterloo; his fa ther was an adventurer whose 

va ried  c a reer inc luded  sold iering, serving as a  King 's Messenger and  being sought by the Texas Rangers. 

 

Young Denny was ra ised  a t Marlow by his grandparents a long with Irina  Radetzky, a  White Russian. She 

and  her mother had  been b rought out of Russia  by his fa ther when he was a ttac hed to the Frenc h 

Genera l Sta ff in 1919. 
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His fa ther and  Irina 's mother then went off together, leaving the g irl a t Marlow; in la ter life Denny 

rec a lled  getting  d runk for the first time when Irina  married  the sc ulp tor Henry Moore. 

 

He began working  in London, where he jo ined  the Honourab le Artillery Company, and  then signed  on 

with the Pa lestine Polic e for three years. In add ition to the routine mounted  pa trols and  oc c asiona l 

feasting  with Bedouin off sheep 's eyes, he onc e pursued  a  murderer on to a  bus, but lost him a fter 

bang ing his head  on the c eiling  and  knoc king his c ap  over his eyes as they got off. 

 

Bult-Franc is was in North Americ a  when war b roke out, and  immed ia tely jo ined  up  with the Blac k Watc h 

in Montrea l, where he married  Dorothy Fox, with whom he was to have two daughters and  a  son. 

 

The reg iment surveyed  Botwood  Bay for a  new a irport on Newfound land, then c ame to Brita in. After 

being c ommissioned  he transferred  to the newly formed 8th Rec onna issanc e Reg iment and  then to 

Roberts's p lanning sta ff for the Dieppe Ra id . 

 

Bult-Franc is ended  the war in Germany, where he served  with the a rmy of oc c upation before doing the 

sta ff c ourse a t Kingston, Onta rio. 

 

Transferring  to the Canad ian Dragoon Guards, he was posted  to Ottawa , spent six months on ac tive 

servic e in Korea  and  joined  the sta ff of Princ e Bernhard  in the Netherlands. He went to Winnipeg, and  

served  in Germany aga in before leaving the Army in 1961. 

 

 

Dec id ing tha t his Canad ian pension would  go further in England , he bec ame d irec tor of the 

Hertfordshire Red  Cross and  then United  Kingdom d irec tor of Unic ef for 15 years, inc reasing donations 

73-fold . 

 

He vigorously defended  the motives for the Dieppe Ra id  in The Da ily Telegraph, saying tha t he had  

spent a lmost a  year in hosp ita l a fterwards with 11 Canad ian offic ers as well as the British VC Pa t 

Porteous; they knew tha t things had  gone wrong, but never onc e suggested  tha t any sinister b lame 

should  be a ttac hed  to the British. 

 

Denny Bult-Franc is, who d ied  on November 29, was awarded  the Croix de Guerre with Gilt Sta r in 1945 

and  appointed  OBE in 1969. A ta ll, jo lly man with an exp losive temperament, he d ismissed  Henry Moore's 

sc ulp tures as "ugly" and  never forgot his duty an offic er. After going into a  retirement home, he esc aped  

twic e. 


