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Queen's Own West Kent Yeomanry KCLY 

 

Existing from 1917 In va rious guises of horsed  c ava lry and  la tterly an artillery 

reg iment. 

 

In 1961 the 3rd / 4th CLY and  297th (Kent Yeomanry) LAA Regiment RA 

amalgamated  to form the Kent and  County of London Yeomanry 

(Sharpshooters) rec onna issanc e reg iment.  

 

Reg imenta l Headquarters moved  to Bromley and the squadron loc a tions were:  

A Squadron - Canterbury and  Ma idstone 

B Squadron - Croydon 

C Squadron - Regent's Park  

The Regiment c ontinued  its role as d ivisiona l rec c e reg iment for 44th (Home Counties) Division, now 

equipped  with Ferret sc out c a rs and  Land  Rovers. The Regiment in this form served  for only six years. Its 

most memorab le moment was on 17th July 1963, when HRH Princ ess Alexandra  p resented  the Reg iment 

with its Guidon 

Six years la ter the Kent and  County of London Yeomanry (Sharpshooters) was reduc ed  to squadron 

strength to form C Squadron of the Roya l Yeomanry 
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Image c ourtesy of Rob in Mayes. Photographer 6287257 Cp l Bert Mayes. 

Desc rip tion: Ferret sc out c a r 02DA21 on a  tra ining exerc ise, Trooper R Potts is stand ing with the map board  

(top  photo) 
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Circ a  mid  1960’s 

 

 
 Image c ourtesy of Rob in Mayes. Photographer 6287257 Cp l Bert Mayes. 

Desc rip tion: Ferret sc out c a r 02DA21on a  tra ining exerc ise 
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Circ a  mid  1960’s 

 

 

Image c ourtesy of Rob in Mayes. Photographer 6287257 Cp l Bert Mayes. 

Desc rip tion: Ferret sc out c a r 02DA21 with Cp l Mayes read ing the map. 

Circ a  mid  1960’s 
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Image c ourtesy of Rob in Mayes. Photographer 6287257 Cp l Bert Mayes. 

Desc rip tion: Ferret sc out c a r 02DA29 & 02DA21. 

Circ a  mid  1960’s 
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Royal Gloucestershire Hussars RGH 

NO DAIMLER ARMOURED VEHICLE USE SO FAR IDENTIFIED 

 

 

EXPAND AS DETAILS ARE FOUND 
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Lothian and Border Horse LBH 

NO DAIMLER ARMOURED VEHICLE USE SO FAR IDENTIFIED 

 

The Lothian and  Border Horse Yeomanry was part of the Roya l Armoured Corps 

during  the Sec ond  World  War. The 1st Reg iment served  in Franc e, Normandy, 

Holland  and Germany. The 2nd  Reg iment served in the Western Desert and  

Ita ly 

 

EXPAND AS DETAILS ARE FOUND 
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Fife and Forfar Yeomanry FFY 

The Fife & Forfa r Yeomanry was a  Yeomanry Squadron of the Queen's Own 

Yeomanry part of the British Territoria l Army. 

Orig ina l 1st F&Fy were in 51st Highland  Division from September 1939 to June 

1940 when they went into the bag a t St Va lery.  

 

Reformed in the UK and from Dec ember 1940 to July 1944 they were in 28th 

Armoured Brigade, 9th Armoured Division in the UK (d isbanded  August 1944) 

from Oc tober 1944 to November 1944 they were Divisiona l Troops in 79th 

Armoured  Division then from November 1944 to June 1945 the 1st F&FY were in 

31st Armoured  Brigade , 79th Armoured  Division.  

Some time in sp ring 1945 they were transferred  to 22 Armd Bd igade, 5th 

Armoured  Div, 20th RTR and  equipped  with the first Comet tanks and  Dingo’s.  

Peop le in story:   Eric  Annab le and  Titc h Burb ridge  

Loc a tion of story:   Newc astle upon Tyne and  Germany  

 

During the war we had  one of the most easy going sergeant ma jors we used  to c a ll him 'Titc h' Burb ridge. 

He was about five feet ta ll. When I first jo ined  the First Fife and  Forfa r Yeomanry just outside Newc astle 

upon Tyne, I stood  to a ttention when I met him and  he sa id  "is the c olonel about?" I answered  "no" and  he 

sa id  "well stop  frightening peop le by stand ing to a ttention, you only do tha t when offic ers a re about". 

We had  to be c lean and smart but not to the extent of unec essary sp it and  polish. 

 

When we were in Germany, Titc h Burb ridge often used  put to us on guard  duty, whic h enta iled  pa troling  

a round  the tanks and  the a rea  where we were, in c ase the enemy c ame. If any one c ame we would  

c ha llenge them by saying  "ha lt who goes there", they would  then rep ly with a  password  and  we would  

g ive a  follow up  password  to c onfirm. 

One night he got p rac tic a lly the whole squadron on guard  duty (about 100 men). They had  c hec ked  on 

the map and  the enemy para troopers had  been spotted  land ing on the edge of the map. He c ame up  

to us in one of the guard  room houses and  had  to shout and  tell us to shut up  as the room was full of about 

40 men and  they were a ll ta lking  a t the same time, he sa id  "if the enemy c ome anywhere nearer they will 

be frightened  off by the noise you a re making" 

And  it was not until the next morning they found  out tha t they had  got the wrong map. 

 

The guard  room was one of a  series of semi-detac hed  houses tha t had  been vac ated  by the German 

c ivillians. We men lodged  in the other ones, one tank c rew to eac h house. Between eac h house there 

were c essp its, an Americ an c rew in the next street reversed  in between two of these houses and  the tank 

fell stra ight into the c essp it. They dec ided  to leave it there as no c rew members wanted  to go with the 

tank a fter tha t. The poor d river who had  fa llen in with it was wet through and  smelled  terrib ly. After the war 

finished  we were in Rheine in Germany and  I was asked  if I would  put on my best uniform and  be on duty 

a t the squadron offic e. I would  go there a t about 8am until about 6pm and  go for my mea ls as and  when 

I wanted . It was a ll very c asua l.  

 

The sergeant Ma jor c ame to the offic e in his Sc out Ca r (an a rmour p la ted  four wheel d rive rec ona issanc e 

vehic le) and  laughed  a t me bec ause I was on guard  duty yet aga in. He went in the offic e and  c ame out, 

shook hands with me and  sa id  "is there anything you want to say to me before I go bec ause I have been 

demobbed", so I stuc k two fingers up  to him, (a ll in good  fun of c ourse) and  sa id  a  few things tha t a ll 

sold iers wished  to say to their sergeant ma jor. He just laughed  stuc k two fingers up  to me and  left. 

In the offic e there was a  young lanc e c orpora l who had  just been made up  and  he sa id  "I heard  tha t and  

I am going to report you" - and  he d id .... 

I c ould  hear him getting  a  telling  off from the offic e for telling ta les and  he c ame out with his ta le between 

his legs. 

The reg iment sp lit up  shortly a fterwards. 
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Westminster Dragoons WD   

 

This famous Yeomanry reg iment c an trac e its history bac k to the Boer 

War. It was ra ised  in 1901 and  formed a  part of the Imperia l Yeomanry 

Brigade in South Afric a .  

The Westminster Dragoons spent most of the First World  War as c ava lry 

in the Midd le East but in 1918 bec ame 104 Batta lion (Westminster 

Dragoons) Mac hine Gun Corps and ended  the war on the Western 

Front 
 

 

When the British Army was reorganised  a fter the war p lans were made to ra ise eight a rmoured  c ar 

c ompanies of the Territoria l Army for the Tank Corps. The 22nd  Armoured  Car Company was the 

Westminster Dragoons. 

 

For a  while, following the outb reak of World  War Two it was an Offic er Cadet Tra ining Unit but subsequently 

opera ted  tanks in 42nd  Armoured Division before being inc orpora ted  into 79th Armoured  Division and  

tra ined  on mine-c lea ring Fla il tanks.The Germans p lanted  over four million mines a long the Frenc h c oast to 

hinder the Allied  land ings in 1944. 

 

To b reak through these defenc es a t the sta rt of the Normandy Invasion the British p roduc ed  a  number of 

novel a rmoured  fighting vehic les under the ingenious d irec tion of Ma jor Genera l Perc y Hobart, inc lud ing 

the Sherman Crab . The Crab  bore a  rota ting  d rum with dozens of c ha ins a ttac hed ; these detonated  

mines in its pa th to p roduc e a  beaten passage through the thic kest of minefields. 

 

The WDs were tra ined  in this vita l task, as part of 79th Armoured  Division, led  by Hobart. They were the first 

unit ashore on D-Day on Gold  Beac h in the British sec tor, c lea ring  pa ths off the beac h and  using their tank 

guns to destroy defenc es hold ing up  the assault. 

 

 They went on to fight ac ross northwest Europe and  into Germany 

 
Image Courtesy of DH Wright & Flic kr.c om 

Photo taken c 1959 shows Da imler Sc out Car 04ZS22 of C Squadron Westminster Dragoons. I believe the 

offic er d ismounting is Lt. Weir. Note the Bren gun mounted  through the front port. 
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Image Courtesy of DH Wright & Flic kr.c om 

Westminster Dragoons – Photo taken on weekend  exerc ise c 1962 shows Da imler sc out c a r F64302 /  02 ZS 

46 and  three Da imler a rmoured  c a rs. The two lead ing vehic les a re signed  as 1Troop  B Squadron. 

 
Image Courtesy of DH Wright & Flic kr.c om 

This photo was sc anned  from an old  slide and  the notes ind ic a te tha t it was taken in 1959 on an A 

Squadron exerc ise in the Wokingham area . However most of the peop le in this p ic ture a re from C 

Squadron. Da imler sc out c a r F266891 /  04 ZS 22 
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Image Courtesy of DH Wright & Flic kr.c om 

This p ic ture was p robab ly taken a t Lulworth in 1961 shortly before amalgamation with the Berkshire 

Yeomanry as W.Dgns c ap  badges a re being worn. The d river, sitting  on the turret, is Cp l. Dave Williams. 

 
Image Courtesy of DH Wright & Flic kr.c om 

Photo shows Da imler Sc out Car 17ZS15 w ith Cp l Wa ll of C Squadron shaving, Cranborne Chase 1959.  

This p ic ture is a  good  illustra tion of the low p rofile of the Dingo. 
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Image Courtesy of DH Wright & Flic kr.c om 

Da imler Armoured  Car rec eiving REME a ttention, Castlemartin 1959 

 
Image Courtesy of DH Wright & Flic kr.c om 

Photo taken c 1960 shows DAC F207930 38ZU82 of C Squadron Westminster Dragoons on a  weekend  

exerc ise. 
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Image Courtesy of DH Wright & Flic kr.c om 

Photo taken on a  C Squadron weekend  shows a  Da imler Armoured  Car being rec overed  by the REME 

LAD Sc ammell. 

 
Image Courtesy of DH Wright & Flic kr.c om 

Pic ture taken a t annua l c amp, Bellerby, North Yorkshire c 1960. The bogged  DAC was eventua lly winc hed  

out by an AER REME unit sharing  the c amp tha t year. 
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Image Courtesy of DH Wright & Flic kr.c om 

DAC F107544   48ZU95 

 
Image Courtesy of DH Wright & Flic kr.c om 
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Photo taken in Cranborne Chase during 1959 annua l c amp fea tures DAC F208121 80ZR99 with d river, Cp l 

Barnes. 

 
Image Courtesy of DH Wright & Flic kr.c om 

Wa iting  to move. Photo taken c 1960 shows vehic les of C Squadron Westminster Dragoons 
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Image Courtesy of DH Wright & Flic kr.c om 

Photo shows Da imler Armoured  Car of C Squadron Westminster Dragoons engaged  in 2pdr gunnery 

p rac tic e on the Lulworth ranges. Pic ture taken about 1960 

 
Image Courtesy of DH Wright & Flic kr.c om 

DAC F207850 80ZR37 

 
Image Courtesy of DH Wright & Flic kr.c om 
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Image Courtesy of Simon Hamon, Unknown sourc e 

 

The Stag & Hounds Binfield ,  

Pic ture taken during  a  TA exerc ise in 1959. The Da imler Armoured  Car is from C Squadron Westminster 

Dragoons 

 

Circ a  1959 



 

Yeomanry  RGH.  LBH, FFY, WD, 3CLY, 4CLY, NY, ERY, RDY The Daimler 

Fighting Vehic les Projec t – Part D6b 

 www.daimler-fighting-vehic les.c o.uk 

 

 18

 

3rd County of London Yeomanry 3CLY 

4th County of London Yeomanry 4CLY 

 

The 3rd / 4th County of London Yeomanry (Sharpshooters) was formed in July 

1944 by the amalgamation a t Carp iquet Airfie ld  in Normandy of the two 

existing  Sharpshooters' reg iments: the 3rd  County of London Yeomanry 

(Sharpshooters) and  4th County of London Yeomanry (Sharpshooters). 

Both of whic h were veterans of the 8th Army 

 
Ama lgamation was nec essita ted  by the shortage of manpower c onstra ining  the British Army a t tha t stage 

of the War, c oup led  with the losses susta ined  thus fa r in the Normandy c ampa ign (inc lud ing  by 4th CLY a t 

the d isastrous Ba ttle of Villers-Boc age in June 1944). 

 

The Reg iment rema ined  part of the 4th Armoured  Brigade (under Brigad ier—la ter Field -Marsha ll—Mike 

Carver) for the rema inder of the War. The Regiment was awarded  44 ba ttle honours for its servic e in World  

War: a  tota l only bettered  (w ithin the Roya l Armoured  Corps) by the 11th Hussars. 

Disbanded  in Germany in 1946, the Regiment reformed  as a  Territoria l Army a rmoured  reg iment in 1947. In 

1961 the Regiment merged  with the Kent Yeomanry to form the Kent and  Sharpshooters Yeomanry 

 

 
(Photo sourc ed  from Sharpshooter House, Croydon) 

 

3rd  CLY (Sharpshooters) tra ining in the Chidd ing fold  Area , 4.12.1940 

With Cruiser tanks and  Da imler sc out c a rs 

Offic ia l War Photograph 

3rd  County of London Yeomanry 1940 
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(Photo sourc ed  from Sharpshooter House, Croydon) 

 

5th Army, 4th CLY Sherman tanks ha lted  in the town square a t Arzano, Ita ly, 3.10.1943  

4th County of London Yeomanry (Sharpshooters) 1943 

Offic ia l War Photograph by Sgt Mott 
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(Photo sourc ed  from Sharpshooter House, Croydon) 

 

Lt-Col Peter Mac Coll MC briefing Offic ers of the 3rd / 4th CLY, from the bac k of a  Da imler Sc out Car 

F340783 during  annua l c amp a t East Wretham, 

3rd / 4th County of London Yeomanry (Sharpshooters) 1949 
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(Photo sourc ed  from Sharpshooter House, Croydon) 

3rd / 4th CLY, orders group  in front of a  Cromwell tank during  the Z-reservist c amp a t Thetford , 1951 

Lt-Col Peter Mac Coll MC. Da imler Sc out Car 10 ZS 6? 

 

 
(Photo sourc ed  from Sharpshooter House, Croydon) 

3rd / 4th CLY on a  weekend  exerc ise a t Long Marston, Buc ks, 1955, shortly a fter c onversion to an a rmoured  

rec onna issanc e reg iment, Da imler Sc out Car F329399 20 ZS 14 



 

Yeomanry  RGH.  LBH, FFY, WD, 3CLY, 4CLY, NY, ERY, RDY The Daimler 

Fighting Vehic les Projec t – Part D6b 

 www.daimler-fighting-vehic les.c o.uk 

 

 22

 
(Photo sourc ed  from Sharpshooter House, Croydon) 

3rd / 4th CLY Camp a t Penha le, Cornwa ll, 1958  

Lt Farage and  Sgt John Pilka  and  Sgt May p rac tising the snake pa trol with Da imler Sc out Car 00 ZS 33 

 and  Austin Champ from reg imenta l photograph a lbum 1956-58  

(Divisiona l marking is for the London Div) 

 
(Photo sourc ed  from Sharpshooter House, Croydon) 

A Da imler sc out c a r F206904 04 ZS 40 pa rt of the troop  of B Sqn 3rd / 4th CLY during annua l c amp a t 

Newquay, 1958 
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Lt Ronnie Todd-Young, Sgt Easter 
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(Photo sourc ed  from Sharpshooter House, Croydon) 

Dingo F340556 /  09 ZS 94 of B Sqn 3rd / 4th CLY with Sharpshooters c adets on a  weekend  a t Henley on 

Thames,  

Cp l Pelling  in DSC, Cadet (la ter SQMS) Skinner sitting  in front, Sgt Green by Landrover 

20.7.1958 

 
(Photo sourc ed  from Sharpshooter House, Croydon) 

15th Marc h 1949: The City of London Yeomanry, 

Da imler sc out c a r F351136 pa rad ing through the City in front of St Paul's Cathedra l. 

Circ a  1944
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(Photo sourc ed  from Sharpshooter House, Croydon) 

 

A Da imler sc out c a r troop  of B Sqn 3rd / 4th CLY during  annua l c amp a t Ollerton, 1959  

Lt Ronnie Todd-Young, L.Cp l Labrum, Tpr Codrington 
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Northampton Yeomanry NY 

 

 

EXPAND AS DETAILS ARE FOUND 

 

 

The book ‘Tanks’  deta iling  ther war time history of the Northampton Yeomanry deta ils the use of sc out c a rs 

but makes no positive identific a tion of the type….further researc h is required . 
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East Riding regiment ERY 

 

 

EXPAND AS DETAILS ARE FOUND 
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Royal Devon Yeomanry RDY 

 

At the outb reak of the Sec ond  World  War the reg iment was d ivided  to form the 96 Field  Regt and  the 142 

Field  Regt RA; the la tter fought in Ita ly, taking part in most of the ma jor ac tions of tha t c ampa ign inc lud ing 

the land ings in Sic ily and  Anzio and  the ba ttle for Monte Cassino. 

 

 Throughout the c ampa ign the reg iment was a rmed  with self-p ropelled  guns. For its support to the 

Canad ian Division it was awarded  the right to wear the Map le Lea f of Canada . The 96 Regt fought in the 

Far East where it was d isbanded  in 1943. 

 

Post war the reg iment survived  until 1967 when it was ama lgamated  with the 4th Devon's to bec ome the 

Devonshire Territoria ls (Roya l Devon Yeomanry/  First Rifle Volunteers) RAC, This reg iment was issued  with 

Da imler Sc out c a rs 

 

However this ill-fa ted  reg iment was destined  to last only two years and  throughout tha t time was kept very 

short of equipment and  tra ining time.  

 

This reg iment was d isbanded  in 1969 due to yet another ma jor reorganiza tion of the Territoria l reg iments as 

a  result of government polic y. 

 
 


