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Palestine 1947 – 1948 
 

The United  Nations Partition Plan for Pa lestine was adop ted  by a  dec ision of the Genera l Assembly. 

And  rec ommended  the d ivision of the British Manda te of Pa lestine into two p rovisiona l sta tes, one Jewish 

and  one Arab , and  a  framework for ec onomic  union.  

 

The resolution reflec ted  two c ompeting  na tiona list exp ressions embod ied  in Pa lestine, one emanated  

from Europe and  one emanated  from the ind igenous ma jority; both had  been ac c epted  as leg itimate a  

quarter c entury ea rlier by the League of Nations. 

 

The resolution was passed  to help  resolve both the rec ent humanita rian d isaster befa llen the European 

Jews as well as the long-running c onflic t between Zionist amb itions to estab lish a  Jewish homeland in 

Pa lestine, and  the c ompeting ind igenous “ c ivil and  relig ious rights of the existing non-Jewish”  Arab  

ma jority there. 

 

The UN a lso rec ommended  tha t the City of Jerusa lem be p lac ed  under a  spec ia l interna tiona l reg ime, a  

c orpus separa tum, administered  by the United  Nations and  outside both sta tes; this was to p reserve 

peac e, g iven the unique sp iritua l and relig ious interests in the c ity among the world 's three grea t 

monotheistic  relig ions.  

 

A transitiona l period  under UN ausp ic es was to beg in with the adop tion of the resolution and  last until 

estab lishment of the two sta tes. Although the resolution c ontemp la ted  a  gradua l withd rawa l of British 

forc es and  termina tion of the Mandate by August 1, 1948, and  full independenc e of the new sta tes by 1 

Oc tober 1948, this d id  not happen; the passage of the partition p lan immed ia tely instiga ted  a  c ivil war in 

Pa lestine. The British forc es being sta tioned  ion the reg ion find ing inc reasing ly d iffic ult to keep  c ontrol of 

the warring fac tions and  frequently bec oming ta rgets for aggression. 

 

With the fighting c ontinuing and  the p lanned  British withd rawa l approac hing , the United  Nations Sec urity 

Counc il reac hed  an impasse on Marc h 5, 1948, when it refused  to pass a  resolution whic h would  have 

ac c ep ted  the partition p lan as a  basis for Sec urity Counc il ac tion. 

 

The United  Sta tes subsequently rec ommended  a  tempora ry UN trusteeship  for Pa lestine "without 

p rejud ic e to the c harac ter of the eventua l politic a l settlement", and  the Sec urity Counc il voted  to send  

the matter bac k to the Genera l Assembly for further delibera tion. 

 

In May 1948, the simultaneous British withd rawa l and  Israel's unila tera l Dec la ra tion of Independenc e, led  

to the 1948 Arab-Israeli War.  

 

The Genera l Assembly dec ided  to appoint a  Med ia tor, and  relieved  the estab lished  Pa lestine 

Commission from any further exerc ise of responsib ility. 

 

Although the orig ina l med ia tor was assassina ted , c ontinued  UN med ia tion efforts resulted  in the 1949 

Armistic e Agreements, whic h temporarily delinea ted  borders and  grea tly quieted  the fighting between 

the pa rties. 
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(Image c ourtesy of the sma ll wars.c om) 

Photographer: Unknown 

Desc rip tion: Da imler a rmoured  c a r with trooper Brian Stab les in Pa lestine 

Circ a  1948 

 
(Image c ourtesy of the sold ier magazine) 

Photographer: Unknown 

Desc rip tion: Da imler a rmoured  c a r F207605 & DSC 349129with negotia ting  a  set of sta irs in Pa lestine 

Circ a  1948 
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(Image c ourtesy of the internet) 

Photographer: Unknown 

Desc rip tion: Da imler a rmoured  F208337 as part of the line up  for inspec tion by visiting  Frenc h offic ers 

 
(Image c ourtesy of the internet) 

Photographer: Unknown 

Desc rip tion: Da imler a rmoured  c a rs of the Roya l Dragoons Regiment a rrive a fter a  pa trol 

Da te unknown 
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(Image c ourtesy of the internet) 

Photographer: Unknown 

Desc rip tion: Da imler a rmoured  c a rs of an unidentified  reg iment  

Da te unknown 

 
(Image c ourtesy of the internet) 

Photographer: Unknown 

Desc rip tion: Da imler a rmoured  c a rs of an unidentified  reg iment  

Da te unknown 



 

On Ac tive Servic e – 1947 to 1948 Palestine  

The Daimler Fighting Vehic les Projec t – Part Bu 

www.daimler-fighting-vehic les.c o.uk 

 

 5

 
 

 
(Image c ourtesy of moveitone.c om) 

Photographer: movie tone new reporter 

Desc rip tion: Da imler a rmoured  c ar F395583 of an unidentified  reg iment with Highland  terrier pet or 

masc ot. 

JERUSALEM-TEL AVIV  

10 Marc h 1947 
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(Image c ourtesy of The Bovington Tank Museum) 

Photographer: unknown 

Desc rip tion: Da imler a rmoured  c a r F207345 of has taken a  tumb le off a  na rrow road  and  awa its 

rec overy.    Date: unknown 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Images withd rawn due to c opy right issues 

Should  you wish to view these for researc h purposes p lease c ontac t me. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Images c ourtesy of Diana  Carver  

Photographer: unknown 

Desc rip tion: Examp les of the results of the danger mines p lanted  to c a tc h the peac e keep ing forc es. 

The Da imler had  just left the workshop  a fter having its fluid  flywheel repa ired  and  re-insta lled  the eng ine, 

10 miles la tter it was d isab led  by a  mine, killing  a  member of the c rew. 

Sad ly it is a lso reported  tha t a  sold ier was seriously injured  in the Bed ford  lorry.  

 Date: 1947-1948. 
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(Image c ourtesy of the internet) 

Photographer: Unknown 

Desc rip tion: Da imler a rmoured  c a rs and  Marmon Harrington a rmoured  c a rs on parade, it is thought tha t 

these may belong to the newly estab lished  sta te of Israel 

Circ a  1948 

 

 


