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Royal Armored Corps 

3rd Carabiniers (Princ e of Wales's Dragoon Guards) 

The 3rd  Carab iniers (Princ e of Wales's Dragoon Guards) was a  c ava lry reg iment 

of the British Army 

The reg iment was formed  in 1922 as part of a  reduc tion in the a rmy's c ava lry by 
the ama lgamation of the 3rd  Dragoon Guards (Princ e of Wa les's) and  The 
Carab iniers (6th Dragoon Guards), to form the 3rd / 6th Dragoon Guards. Both 
reg iments were based  in Ind ia  a t the time of their ama lgamation; the newly 
formed  reg iment departed  in 1925 for Brita in. It rega ined  its Carab iniers 
assoc ia tion in 1928 when it was renamed the 3rd  Carab iniers (Princ e of Wa les's 
Dragoon Guards). 

 
In 1936 the 3rd  Carab iniers was posted  to Sia lkot, Ind ia ; their first dep loyment of the 1930s. It began its 
mec hanisa tion p roc ess in 1938, c hang ing its horses for a rmoured  vehic les, and  bec ame part of the newly 
formed  Roya l Armoured Corps (RAC) the following year. 
 
When the war began in Sep tember 1939, the 3rd  Carab iniers were still based  in Ind ia . In 1941, a  c adre 
from the reg iment was used  to form the 25th Dragoons, whic h saw servic e in Burma; it was d isbanded  in 
Ind ia  in 1947. The 3rd  Carab iniers, itself, would  serve solely in Asia  a fter Japan's entry into the war in 
Dec ember 1941. The reg iment was initia lly based  away from the frontline, guard ing southern Ind ia  from 
potentia l Japanese invasion. 
 
Now equipped  with the M3 Lee med ium tank, the reg iment was sent to North-East Ind ia  with the 254th 
Ind ian Tank Brigade in Dec ember 1943. They took pa rt in the Ba ttle of Impha l, whic h began in la te Marc h 
a fter the Japanese launc hed  their offensive in North-East Ind ia  in Marc h 1944. 
 
In the ba ttle to retake Nunshigum Ridge, on 13 April, tanks of the reg iment supported  the 1/ 17th Dogras in 
fierc e fighting tha t d islodged  the Japanese defenders. The Nunshigum ac tion la ter bec ame the 3rd  
Carab iniers' reg imenta l anniversary. The reg iment c ontinued  its involvement in the Impha l ba ttle until the 
Allied  vic tory a t Kohima on 22 June 1944 ended  the Japanese offensive. 
 
The 3rd  Carab iniers, opera ting  usua lly a t squadron level or lower, took pa rt in the suc c essful advanc e 
deep  into oc c up ied  Burma, taking part in (among others) an intense ac tion a t Kennedy Peak. Early 1945 
saw the regiment engaged  in fighting a t Shwebo and  Sagang; it took part in the c ap ture of Ava  and 
Manda lay in Marc h, and  la ter a round  the Irrawaddy River. 
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Photo c ourtesy of http :/ / www.3rdc arab iniers.org .uk/  

3DG d ingos (95ZV03)(20ZS38) on Inspec tion Parade 1958 a t OsnaBruk Impha l Barrac ks Germany, note the 
use of b lac k webb ing 

(simila r to the RTR) 

 

Photo c ourtesy of http :/ / www.3rdc arab iniers.org .uk/  
DSC (23ZS21) 
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Photo c ourtesy of http :/ / www.3rdc arab iniers.org .uk} 
Desc rip tion: extrac t of the reg imenta l magazine 

 
(95ZV03) upside down! (13ZS63) lower right 
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Photo c ourtesy of Tony Grey – The Guards Museum 

Photographer: Unknown 
Desc rip tion: Da imler sc out c a r F329472 - 21 ZS 62 of rec c e troop , OsnaBruk Barrac ks, 

Circ a  1956 
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Photo c ourtesy of Mr Tony Grey ex 3rd DG 
 

Austin Champ, Centurion Tank and Dingo F329361 (20ZS91) on Inspec tion Parade 1958 
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Royal Armoured Corps 

4th/ 7th Royal Dragoon Guards 

 

The 4th/ 7th Roya l Dragoon Guards was a  c ava lry reg iment of the British Army 
from 1922 to 1992. 
It was formed in Ind ia  in 1922 by the ama lgamation of the 4th Roya l Irish 
Dragoon Guards and  7th Dragoon Guards (Princ ess Roya ls) as the 4th/ 7th 
Dragoon Guards; it ga ined  the d istinc tion Roya l in 1935. It returned  to the UK 
in 1929, mec hanised  in 1938, and  transferred  to the Roya l Armoured  Corps in 
1939 p rior to the outb reak of war  

 
 
In 1939, it dep loyed  to Franc e with the British Exped itionary Forc e, and  the rec onna issanc e reg iment of the 
2nd  Infantry Division under I Corps. 
 
In May 1940, the reg iment advanc ed  through BELGIUM to the RIVER DYLE near LOUVAIN (LEUVEN) east of 
BRUSSELS. Over the following days they engaged  the enemy in sp ite of the poor equipment, but suffered  
losses. 
They were ordered  to withd raw suc c essively to a  series of river defenc e lines, one of whic h was the RIVER 
DENDRE where 3rd  Troop , ‘C’  Squadron made a  sp irited  defenc e of LESSINES, BELGIUM on 21st May 1940, 
Eventua lly a fter c overing  the withd rawa l of the British Exped itionary Forc e the reg iment, having 
abandoned their Mk IV light tanks and  Bren Gun Carrier Vehic les, embarked  from the mole a t DUNKIRK 
and  reac hed  FOLKESTONE on the early morning of 3rd  June 1940. 
 
After re-equipp ing with Beaverette a rmoured  c a rs and  Standard  14 c a rs with sheet meta l a rmour, the 
reg iment was posted  to 1st Armoured  Rec onna issanc e Brigade, and  then in Dec ember 1940 to 27th 
Armoured  Brigade, pa rt of 9th Armoured  Division, equipped  with Covenanter tanks.  
At this time, a  small g roup  of personnel was detac hed  to form the c adre of a  new reg iment, the 22nd 
Dragoons. 
 
In 1943 they joined  79th Armoured  Division, equipp ing with amphib ious Va lentine tanks, and  la ter re-
equipp ing with M4 Sherman DD tanks. 
 
Under the 8th Armoured Brigade, the reg iment landed  on King Green, Gold  Beac h, a t 0720 on 6th June 
1944 as pa rt of the Opera tion Overlord  land ings, supporting  the 50th (Northumbrian) Infantry Division.  
On the first day ‘A’  Squadron with the 7th Batta lion Green Howards following a  route through CREPON 
libera ted  CREULLY. This small town is where the 4th/ 7th Roya l Dragoon Guards Memoria l is situa ted . The 
Regiment took part in the b itter fighting  a t CRISTOT aga inst elements of the 12th SS Panzer Division 
HITLERJUGEND.  
 
The advanc e by the Reg iment p roc eeded  via  VERRIÈRES and  LINGÈVRES towards the enemy c entre of 
resistanc e - TILLY SUR SEULLES It was a t LINGEVRES, fac ed  by the c rac k German Panzer Lehr Division tha t 
Sgt W Harris D.C.M. with his gunner Tpr I D Mac killop , Mentioned  in Dispatc hes, knoc ked  out five Panther 
tanks with five shots. 
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Photo c ourtesy of the imperia l war museum BU 5036 

 
NW Europe 

Photographer : Sgt La ing :War Offic e offic ia l photographer 
 

Desc rip tion: Gudow a rea , Hundreds of Germans surrendered  and  gave up  1400 Americ an p risoners of 
war, Da imler sc out c a r F340519 is visib le 

 
2 May 1945. 
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02.05.1945

 

Photo c ourtesy of the imperia l war museum BU 5046 
 

Photographer: La ing (Sgt) of No 5 Army Film & Photographic  Unit 
 

Da imler sc out F206584 and  a rmoured  c a r F208124 of the Roya l Dragoons pass libera ted  Americ an POWS 
in Gudow,  

 
2 May 1945. 

 



 

www.daimler-fighting-vehic les.c o.uk 

he Daimler Fighting Vehic les Projec t – Part D2b 

Royal Armoured Corps – Regiments of the Horse 

3rd Carabineers DG & 4th/ 7th,  5th Innes DG 
 

 9

The Regiment then pursued  the enemy south via  CAUMONT and  JURQUES and  then the ‘Great Swan’  
c ommenc ed  via  AMIENS and  ARRAS driving  the enemy Northeast. The Reg iment was first over the Seine a t 
VERNON and  took a  ma jor pa rt in the libera tion of LILLE. 

The Regiment then entered  Holland  and  took part in Opera tion Market Garden. Although a  small 
detac hment of tanks reac hed  DRIEL near ARNHEM. 

The Regiment then fought their way into Germany through the REICHSWALD FOREST and  GOCH reac hing 
BREMERHAVEN on May 6th 1945. 

The reg iment ended  the war in BREMERHAVEN. and  a  year la ter was dep loyed  to Pa lestine for a  tour of 
duty lasting from 1946-1948. The reg iment was then dep loyed  to Libya , rota ted  bac k to England in 1952, 
and  then to Germany in 1954 as part of 7th Armoured  Division.  

The reg iment then rota ted  regula rly between England  and  Germany, with two squadrons dep loyed to 
Aden in 1965 and  a  squadron to Cyprus in 1966 as part of the UN forc es.  

There was a lso a  two-year tour in OMAGH in Northern Ireland , from 1966 to 1968, following whic h the 
reg iment returned  to rota tion between the UK and  Germany. 

Following the reduc tion of forc es a t the end of the Cold  War, the Options for Change p roposa l 
amalgamated  the 4th/ 7th Roya l Dragoon Guards with the 5th Roya l Inniskilling  Dragoon Guards, to form 
the new Roya l Dragoon Guards reg iment. 
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Royal Armoured Corps 

5th Royal Inniskilling Dragoon Guards 

 
The 5th Roya l Inniskilling Dragoon Guards was a  c ava lry reg iment of the 
British Army in existenc e from 1922 to 1992, when it was ama lgamated  into 
the Roya l Dragoon Guards 

The 5th Roya l Inniskilling  Dragoon Guards was a  c ava lry reg iment of the 
British Army in existenc e from 1922 to 1992, when it was ama lgamated  into 
the Roya l Dragoon Guards 

 

The Reg iment was formed in 1922 a t Ca iro, Egypt as the 5th/ 6th Dragoons by the ama lgamation of the 5th 
Dragoon Guards (Princ ess Charlotte of Wa les's) and  The Inniskillings (6th Dragoons) 

In 1923 the Regiment was dep loyed  to Risa lpur  Ind ia . In 1927 the Regiment d isc arded  the "6th" and  
inserted  Inniskilling   into its title, to bec ome the 5th Inniskilling  Dragoon Guards. The following year the 
Reg iment returned  to the UK for the first time, as the 5th Dragoon Guards. In 1935  it ga ined  the Roya l 
ac c olade to bec ome the 5th Roya l Inniskilling  Dragoon Guards. 

In 1938, as pa rt of the p repara tion for the Sec ond  World  War, the Reg iment was mec hanised  and  the 
following year, the Reg iment jo ined  the newly-formed Roya l Armoured  Corps (RAC). 

Sec ond  World  War 

On 3 September 1939, two days a fter Germany had  invaded  Poland , the UK, Franc e and  their Allies 
dec la red  war on Germany. 

The Reg iment ac ted  as the rec onna issanc e reg iment of the British 4th Infantry Division of the British 
Exped itionary Forc e (BEF) tha t was dep loyed  to the c ontinent shortly a fter war b roke out. On 10 May 1940 
the Germans launc hed  their invasion of the Low Countries, thus end ing what was known as the Phoney 
War. 

The German invasion was swift and  suc c essful, the Allied  forc es in Belg ium having to retrea t to the Esc aut 
River whic h the Regiment was part of. Fierc e fighting  c ontinued , the BEF c ontinuing to withd raw further 
until the order was g iven for them to withd raw to Dunkirk in northern Franc e. What followed  from 27 May to 
6 June, known as Opera tion Dynamo, was the remarkab le evac uation of more than 330,000 British and  
Allied  troops bac k to the UK; the Reg iment was suc c essfully evac uated , with the exc eption of their 
equipment. 

The 5th Dragoon Guards rema ined  in the UK tra ining with Da imler Dingo Sc out Cars and  Va lentine tanks , 
c a rriers and  Da imler sc out c a rs until 1944.  When it landed  in Normandy a  month a fter the D-Day land ings, 
where it jo ined  the 22nd Armoured  Brigade, 7th Armoured  Division (the famed 'Desert Rats') being  
equipped  with Cromwell tanks. 

Heavy fighting  was still rag ing in Normandy and  the Regiment took part in ac tions in Mont Pinc on in early 
August and , subsequently, a t St Pierre La  Vielle. The Regiment saw further servic e in Northern Franc e, 
inc lud ing help ing  in the c apture of Lisieux on 23 August, and  la ter c rossing the Risle, advanc ing rap id ly to 
the Seine. Paris had  been libera ted  on 25 August.  During this time the reg iments a rmament c onsisted  of 
Cromwell, Centaur and  Sherman Firefly with the rec c e c orps being issued with Stuarts,  Humber and  
Da imler sc out c a rs.  

The Inniskillings began their advanc e on Belg ium on 31 August -- the 7th Armoured  Division's ob jec tive was 
the c ity of Ghent-- and  c rossed  the Somme, where the Reg iment's p redec essor reg iments had  fought 
during  World  War I, and  Authie rivers. The Division had  made a  remarkab le advanc e on the Franc o-
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Belg ian border but, however, the d ivision c ould  not ma inta in its advanc e, having c onsumed enormous 
amounts of fuel, and  so a  sma ller forc e, whic h the Inniskillings were part of, was, instead , emp loyed  in the 
effort to c ap ture Ghent; the Inniskillings and  the 11th Hussars entered  the c ity on 5 September. The 7th 
Armoured  Division rema ined  in Belg ium to take part in opera tions aga inst the remnants of the German 
forc es and , thus, d id  not take part in Opera tion Market Garden. The Regiment subsequently took part in 
heavy fighting  a round  the Maas river tha t began in la te Oc tober. 

The Regiment saw ac tion during  Opera tion Blac kc oc k to c lea r the west bank of the Roer of Germans, tha t 
c ommenc ed  on 16 January 1945. The 5th DG subsequently took pa rt in the c rossing of the Rhine, whic h 
began on 25 Marc h, with the ob jec tive of head ing eastward , stra ight for the c ity of Hamburg. The 
Regiment was now firmly inside German territory, enc ountering  fierc e resistanc e from the Germans. The 
Regiment took part in the c ap ture of a  number of towns during the rap id  advanc e into Germany. 
In April the Regiment took part in the efforts to c ap ture Ibbenburen, seeing heavy fighting  aga inst the 
fierc e defenders. The Regiment saw further heavy fighting elsewhere before it, w ith the rest of its b rigade, 
headed  south for Bremen, where they helped  c apture Wildehausen. La ter, the Inniskillings took pa rt in the 
suc c essful a ttac k on Soltau advanc e before the advanc e on Harburg , a  suburb  of Hamburg , resumed. 
Nearing  the end  of April, the Germans were negotia ting  the surrender of Hamburg -- a  c ity devasta ted  by 
the Allied  bomb ing c ampa igns -- and  7th Armoured  Division entered  the c ity on 3 May. 

Germany surrendered  to the Allies, a fter a lmost 6 years of war, on 7 May and  VE Day took p lac e on 8 May. 
The Regiment moved with the rest of the d ivision to Berlin, taking part in the Vic tory Parade there in July. 
The 5th Inniskillings rema ined  in Germany as part of the Oc c upa tion forc es, known as the British Army of 
the Rhine (BAOR), for a  number of years. When Battle and  Theatre Honours were awarded  to the British 
Army during  the la te 1950s, the Reg iment ga ined  ten Battle Honours and  two Theatre Honours. 

In 1992, as a  c onsequenc e of the Options for Change defenc e c uts, the Reg iment was amalgamated  
with the 4th/ 7th Roya l Dragoon Guards to form the Roya l Dragoon Guards. 

For further information and  very well written ac c ounts of both the ma in a rmour and  rec c e c orps between 
1939 and  1946 I rec ommend the book ‘Trac ks ac ross Europe’  by Capta in C.J.Brown. 

 

 

Following is an extrac ts spec ific a lly rela ted  to the use of Da imler sc out c a rs, by Cap t Brown. 

‘ We had  missed  the morning b rew and  now felt unc erta inty bec ause we had  had  too little time to d isc uss 
a  p roper p lan for the move 

 I was delighted  to go off and  do my own thing/ . We headed  south a t about 50mph a long a  road  whic h, 
though it was stra ight and  hedge less was bounded  by a  low bank. A squadron was approac hing from my 
right and  the c rew c ommander of one tank, whic h was about 100 ya rds away in the field  was waving 
frantic a lly and  ind ic a ting tha t I should  go over to his position. I d id  not muc h fanc y c rossing the road  
verges whic h were frequently mined . But his signa ls were urgent. We took a  c hanc e an pulled  in behind  
Corpora l Peat’ s tank. He shouted  to me from the turret tha t I had  just passed  a  88mm gun on the left of 
the road  as I had  approac hed . The gun whic h c ould  only just be seen from my c ompara tive low position 
was dug into the bank and  its long barrel p rotrud ing  through the mound  of earth beside the road  was 
pointing  in the opposite d irec tion of my approac h. I told  b ill Peat tha t I would  have to return tha t way so 
he agreed  to g ive the gun a  burst, even though it seemed to be unmanned . 

Bac k on the road  aga in we sped  past the gun position and  on towards a  fa rm from where a  b lac k c olumn 
of smoke was rising .  I thought of the susp ic ious ob jec t I thought I had  seen before I left. As we got c lose I 
c ould  see smoke c oming from a  Bren c a rrier c ommanded  by George Proud love. Whic h now lay on its side 
in the road .  Its ammunition was exp lod ing as it burned  and  there seemed to be a  body lying  in the road . I 
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told  Dennis to keep  as c lose to it as he c ould , reasoning tha t if they had  been mined  any other  mines 
would  have been detona ted . ‘ ’ keep  your head  down’  I shouted  as I lined  the Bren up  on the road  ahead . 

As we d rew level with the burning vehic le we were enveloped  by an enormous exp losion . Being in the 
c entre of an exp losion is a  d iffic ult thing to desc ribe. There is b lac kness, d irt, and  the noise. I remember 
thinking tha t we has struc k another mine. Rec overing  from the shoc k I remember shouting to Dennis tha t 
we would  have to get out – a  task rendered  easier by the fac t tha t the front wheels of the sc out c a r has 
been b lown off. But Dennis, dea thly white and  slumped  in the seat, only fell towards me as I shook him. As 
more ammunition exp loded  a round  us I tried  to lift Dennis from the burning vehic le but his feet were 
trapped  under the ac c elera tor and b rake peda ls. The seam of his trousers was sp lit from top  to bottom 
and  b lood  was pouring down the front of my tunic , though I was not c onsc ious of any pa in. I stood  up . 
Pulled  Dennis onto my seat grabbed  my sten gun from behind  me and  stepped  out onto the road . My 
boot fell off. All the stitc hes had  burst on impac t and  my foot c ould  not take any weight. I hopped  
towards the fa rm build ings into the short d riveway to find  myself c onfronted  by a  party of five or six 
Germans. I pointed  my sten a t them and  pulled  the trigger. But there was no magazine on it. It must have 
bec ome detac hed  in the exp losion. My initia l experienc e was a  feeling  of hopelessness – I c ould  not run 
and  I had  nowhere to run to- this gave way to a  sense of relaxa tion, possib ly ac c eptanc e of the fac t tha t 
the end  was to c ome., I was not the least b it frightened . In a  way it was a  refer to know how the end  
would  be.  I had  thought about it many times and  ac c ep ted  it would  c ome as surely as it had  for many 
friends a lready. It was p robab ly the same ac c ep tanc e tha t we see in those suffering a  termina l illness. 

 

Throwing my Sten into the hedge with d isc ussed . I c ould  think on no p lan other tha t to turn my bac k on the 
enemy and  hop  away to the c entre of the road . I must have been a lmost a t the end  of the d riveway 
before it oc c urred  to me tha t I had  a  c hanc e. There had  been no shots, nothing.  I d id  not da re look bac k, 
but saw a  d itc h a t the end  of the d rive, made for it and  d ived  in, Peering out from my p lac e of sa fety, I 
c ould  see no Germans. I have thought about it sinc e and  thought they were p robab ly trying to g ive 
themselves up . 

It was fortunate for them tha t I had  no magazine on my Sten.   Rea lising  I had  to get away from the 
knoc ked  out vehic le s I d id  a  c hec k on myself. I found  tha t my teeth had  c ut the insides of my mouth and  I 
c ad  c uts a ll about my fac e – a ll p robab ly c aused  by the butt of the Bren gun I had  been c lutc hing . My 
foot had  swollen to an enormous size and  was a lso a  b it out of shape To my relief I first heard  and  then saw 
Jac k Bissill’ s tank approac hing. Pedro Sharpe our Argentinean fried  ran towards me with a  first a id  box 

 I told  them tha t Dennis was still I the c a r, but they found  tha t he was dead  and  would  have to be c ut out. 
What I had  thought to be a  body as we approac hed  was a  ta rpaulin. The tank returned  with Ginger 
Pround love and  Frank Hume, who had  Been bad ly burned . This was a  sad  sta t to the day and  elabora tes 
on the c omment in the war d ia ry whic h rec ords the following events ‘  During  the day the reg iment 
suffered  some c asua lties, pa rtic ula rity in the rec onna issanc e squadron in getting  forwards towards 
Bourneville and  Montforte.’  


