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British Army Of the Rhine 1950’s to 1960’s  

 
There have been two formations named British Army on the Rhine (BAOR). Both 

were orig ina lly oc c upa tion forc es in Germany, one a fter World  War I, and  the other 

a fter WWII.  

 

Unknown too many, the British Army of the Rhine was first estab lished  as an 

oc c upationa l forc e a fter the Great War of 1914 – 1918. It then went on to be 

d isbanded  in 1929. Little d id  peop le know tha t only 15 years la ter it would  be bac k 

firmly in position.  
 

The sec ond  c oming c ame about with the c rea tion of Twenty-first Army Group , assigned  with the invasion 

of Europe. Formed  in Sep tember 1943 in Eng land  and  c ommanded  by Genera l (la ter Field  Marsha l) Sir 

Bernard  Montgomery, it initia lly c ontrolled  a ll g round  forc es in Opera tion Overlord . When suffic ient 

Americ an forc es had  landed , their own 12th Army Group  was ac tiva ted , under Genera l Omar Brad ley 

and  21st Army Group  was left with British Sec ond Army and  First Canad ian Army. 

 

After the suc c essful Normandy land ings, the units of 21st Army Group  c rossed  the river Rhine near the 

Germany c ity of Wesel on 23 Marc h 1945. After an advanc e whic h was thoroughly resisted , the British 

formations, a long with the Canad ians and  Americ ans advanc ed  into the German c ounties of Nord rhein-

Westfa len, Niedersac hsen and  Sc hleswig-Holstein . This estab lished  the British Army oc c upying the north 

of the c ountry.  

  

At the February 1945 Ya lta  Conferenc e (and  c onfirmed  a t the July 1945 Potsdam Conferenc e) it was 

agreed  tha t it should  be d ivided  into four with the add ition of a  small Frenc h Zone (ad jac ent to the 

Franc o-German border). Simila r a rrangements were agreed  for Austria  and  the City of Berlin whic h was 

otherwise deep  in East Germany (Russian Zone of Oc c upation). The earlier a rrangement for the transfer 

of East Prussia  and  the move of the eastern border to the Oder Neisse Line rema ined  una ltered . 

 

 
Image c ourtesy of Simon Hamon 

Photographer: (APwire photo via  rad io from Frankfurt) 

Desc rip tion:  A British a rmoured  c a r, mounting a  gun pointed  toward  the Soviet zone of Germany, is 

pa rked  on a  highway near Helmsted t. In the bac kground  is a  Russian c hec k point manned  by Soviet 

guards. The Russians have ha lted  a ll highway tra ffic  between their zone and  the Americ an-, British-, and  

Frenc h-oc c up ied  pa rts of the c ountry. 
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Date: June 21 1948. 

 

 

Three months a fter the war had  ended , 21st Army Group  was redesignated  “ British Army of the Rhine” . 

This oc c upa tiona l forc e, whic h ga ined  its new title on 25 August 1945 c onsisted  of 80,000 men and  

c onsisted  of the following: 

 

I Corps Area  

VII Corps Area  

XXX Corps Area  

British Troops Berlin 

Belong ing to the British Army of the Rhine on tha t da te were: 

  

Guards Division 

49th Division 

52nd  Division 

53rd  Division 

159th Brigade 

9th Artillery Group , Roya l Artillery 

 

In 1947-48 it was reduc ed  to three d ivisions/ d istric ts, with Bad Oeynhausen bec oming home to HQ BAOR 

in 1948: 

  

2nd  Infantry Division 

7th Armoured  Division 

16th Parac hute Brigade 

Berlin Brigade 

Hamburg Distric t 

Hanover Distric t 

 

The formation of NATO in 1949 had  the BAOR as the British land  forc e c ontribution. In September 1950 

saw 11th Armoured  Division reformed  on German soil. I Corps was a lso reformed  a  year la ter, a fter its 

d isbandment in 1947. 1951 saw the rec rea tion of 6th Armoured  Division in Great Brita in, with it being 

moved  to Germany in 1952. At this point the BAOR c onsisted  of the following: 

 

1st Corps (Bad  Oeynhausen) 

 

6th Armoured  Division 

7th Armoured  Division 

11th Armoured  Division 

2nd  Infantry Division 

 

British Troops Berlin 

Rhine Army Troops 

 

Hamburg Distric t 

Hanover Distric t 

Rhine Distric t 

 

5 Army Group  Roya l Artillery (Anti-Airc ra ft) 

Sc hool of Artillery, BAOR 

Engineer Tra ining  Estab lishment, BAOR 

RAC Tra ining Estab lishment, BAOR 

Rhine Army All Arms Tra ining Centre 

Aquatic  Tra ining Sc hool, BAOR 
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On 29 November 1952, the Headquarters of Northern Army Group  (NORTHAG) formed . This NATO 

c rea tion saw the BAOR being p lac ed  under its c ommand. The c eased  to by an oc c upation forc e and  

bec ame responsib le for the northern front from Hamburg to Kassel in the event of a  Soviet invasion. To 

view a  summary of the British Army in 1952 p lease c lic k here. 

 

During Oc tober 1954 HQ BAOR rea lloc a ted  from Bünde to Rheinda len. Only a  month ea rlier had  seen 

the first la rge sc a le NORTHAG exerc ise, appropria tely named , Ba ttle Roya l. The BAOR a t this point still 

c onsisted  of 80,000 troops. 

 

1956 Saw more ma jor c hanges to the BAOR. Brigade groups took over from d ivisions as the sma llest 

opera tive units. This was the first ma jor step  towards the a rmy of today, with a  b rigade group  c omprising  

of a rmour, infantry, an eng ineer squadron and  a rmoured  rec onna issanc e reg iment, opposed  to d ivisions 

c omprising of solely infantry of a rmour ( the first c ase of mixed  b rigades being used  effec tively was near 

Soltau, April 1945, by 4th Armoured  Brigade, led  by Brigad ier Carver). Also during this year on 1 April, 11th 

Armoured  Division was reorganised  into 4th Infantry Division. This c onsisted  of: 

 

10th Infantry Brigade Group  

11th Infantry Brigade Group  

12th Infantry Brigade Group  

 

It was dec ided  in 1957 tha t the British Army defend ing Europe from the Soviet threa t should  reduc e down 

to 64,000 (still over three times of what rema ins today). The following year 7th Armoured  Division was 

g iven the p refix of 5th and  6th Armoured  Division ama lgamated  with 2 Inf Div who moved  from Hilden to 

Lubbec ke where the HQ was loc a te in TAX House. 

 

Between 1958 and  1960 Nationa l Servic e c ame to an end  and  further reduc tions in manpower took 

p lac e. With 55,000 men, the restruc turing  of the BAOR took shape in the for of three d ivisions of two 

a rmoured  b rigade groups and  five infantry b rigade groups. 

 

In June 1960 c ame the c rea tion of the 1st Amoured  Division, forma lly 5th Armoured  Division. Under its 

c ommand c ame 7th and  20th Armoured  Brigade Groups. 

 
The shoulder flash of 1 (BR) Corps 

 

Ma jor reorganisa tion was not fa r away, as seven b rigade groups were reorganised  into three c entra l 

d ivisions, during  1963. 5th Brigade group  returned  to Great Brita in as stra teg ic  reserve, with 1 (BR) Corps 

(redesigna ted  to d istinguish it from other NATO c orps) c onsisting  of: 

 

4th Guards Brigade Group   

6th Infantry Brigade Group  

11th Infantry Brigade Group  

12th Infantry Brigade Group   
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7th Armoured  Brigade Group  

20th Armoured  Brigade Group 

 

In 1965 the organisa tion of BAOR went full c irc le aga in with b rigade groups redesigna ted  to b rigades. 

The following year the organisa tion was as follows: 

 

HQ BAOR (Rheinda len) 

1 (BR) Corps (Bielefeld ) 

1st Division (Verden) 

2nd  Division (Lübbec ke) 

4th Division (Herford ) 

The subord ina te b rigades were: 

 

4th Guards Infantry Brigade (Uelzen) 

6th Infantry Brigade (Münster) 

7th Armoured  Brigade (Soltau) 

11th Infantry Brigade (Minden) 

12th Infantry Brigade (Osnabrüc k) 

20th Armoured  Brigade (Detmold ) 

Berlin Brigade (Berlin) 

 

In 1968 6th Infantry Brigade was reloc a ted  bac k to Grea t Brita in, only to return in the Autumn of 1970. Its 

new loc a tion was in the towns of Iserlohn and  Soest, as the p revious oc c upants (The Canad ian Brigade) 

had  moved  to southern Germany 

By 1973, 1 (BR) Corps c onsisted  of: 

 

1st Division (Verden) 

7th Armoured  Brigade (Soltau) 

11th Infantry Brigade (Minden) 

 

2nd  Division (Lübbec ke) 

4th Guards Infantry Brigade (Münster) 

12th Mec hanised  Brigade (Osnabrüc k) 

 

4th Division (Herford ) 

6th Armoured  Brigade (Körbec ke) 

20th Armoured  Brigade (Detmold ) 

1st Artillery Brigade (Hildesheim) 

HQ/ Signa ls Ba ttery (Hildesheim) 

2 x Heavy Field  Artillery Regiments (Hildesheim) 

2 x Missile Artillery Reg iments (Hildesheim) 

7th Air Defenc e Brigade (Dortmund) 

11th Eng ineer Brigade (Hameln) 

 

With Sep tember in 1976 c ame the c rea tion of the Artillery Division. Headed  from Bielefeld  and  more 

reorganisa tion was imp lemented  in January 1978 with the c rea tion of 3rd  and  th Armoured  Brigades. The 

d ivisions were c rea ted  from 6th (Soest) and  20th (Detmold ) Armoured  Brigades and  the d ivisiona l troops 

of 4th Division. A very a rmour orienta ted  BAOR were as follows: 

 

Eac h of the above reg iments were a lso bolstered  by an Army Air Corps Regiment. Eac h reg iment shared  

the same p refix as the a rmoured  d ivisions, with the exc eption of 9th Reg iment, Army Air Corps whic h 

served  a t c orps level. 

 

Eventua lly a ll good  things must c ome to an end  and  so it d id  with 1 British Corps being d isbanded  and  

rep lac ed  by Allied  Command Europe Rap id  Reac tion Corps (ARRC), whic h is pa rt of the North Atlantic  
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Treaty Organisa tion. This development in 1992 and  the “ Options for Change”  redundanc y pac kage 

were a  sign of things to c ome now tha t the “ Russian hordes”  were no longer seen to be the ma in threa t. 

 
Image c ourtesy of the IWM Photo Referenc e VIE 1022 

 

  

Berlin Photographer: William Vand ivert of Time Life magazine 

Line of British a rmoured  fighting vehic les passing Russian sold iers who a re using horse d rawn c a rts to c a rry 

supp lies ga rnered  from a  forag ing mission following the Allied  c ap ture of Berlin during  a  parade in 1962.  

It is c amouflaged  in b ronze-green and  mid -b rown. 
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Image c ourtesy of Mr Pa t Howlet 

Photographer: unknown 

5 Troop ,  Roya l Horse Guards, Dingo F323379 in Berlin 1950  

 
Image c ourtesy of Gary & Bee 

Photographer: unknown 

Desc rip tion: From a  magazine c a lled  'World  War 2 - Eyewitness Experienc e', issue 50, p roduc ed  by The 

Da ily Telegraph. The c ap tion to this p ic  reads: "British Da imler Armoured  Cars of the 11th Hussars stand  

guard  in the British zone near the Brandenburg Gate, Berlin Date January 1948." 
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Pat Howlet at the age of 18 having just completed training. Dingo Road test Wolfenbuttel 1951 

 

Image c ourtesy of Mr Pa t Howlet 

Photographer: unknown 

Desc rip tion: Dingo Repa ir job , by Squadron Elec tric ian  in "A" Squadron ,Roya l Horse Guards 

 Wolfenbuttel 1951 
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Image c ourtesy of Mr Pa t Howlet 

Photographer: unknown 

Desc rip tion:  Troopers Harris and  Ca in in turret, Corpora l of Horse Biles a t side of the Car whic h served  

with the Roya l Horse Guards. Circ a  1950’s 

 

Ba iley b ridge between Hanover and  Brunswic k 
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Image c ourtesy of British Pathe & Bundesarc hiv 

Photographer: unknown 

Desc rip tion:  Da imler a rmoured  c ars and  Dingo’s sta tioned  below the Branderburg Gate, Berlin 1945 


