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Malaysia 1948 to 1962 

 

In January 1948 British Army Gurkha  ba tta lions and  British Other Ranks, a ll under strength sta rted  a rriving  in 

Ma laya  and Singapore. 

 

The Ma layan c ommunist party had  reac tiva ted  a  guerrilla  wing and  its c ivil c ounterparts. 

Higher authority d id  not believe ac c ura te reports about this reorganisa tion and  the trea t of revolutionary 

warfa re it posed  so nothing was done to c ounter it a  first. 

 

In June 1948 an emergenc y was dec la red  and  a  purely guerrilla  c ampa ign sta rted . Defea ting this d id  not 

depend  upon higher c ommand but on the self-relianc e of the man on the spot whose initia tive 

resourc efulness and  self-relianc e in remote situa tions c ounted  for more than c onventiona l c ampa ign. 

 

Initia lly the guerrillas were known as band its but this was c hanged  to c ommunist Terrorists or CT’s. With the 

lawlessness of rec ently evac uated  Ind ia  still in everyone’s mind  the Ghurkhas c a lled  the Guerrillas 

Congress but this c hanged  to and  rema ined  as Daku – Short for dac oit or enemy- for the dura tion of the 

emergenc y. 

 

Initia lly there were some nega tive fac tors milita ting aga inst effic ienc y in and  out of the c amp. Apart from 

a  c ompletely new system of administra tion many of the Ghurkha  reg iments still suffered  from its men 

having been POW’s during  WW2 and  sta ff losses due to the partition of Ind ia . 

 

Raw rec ruits were sent to guard  vita l points before they new how to use a  rifle sa fely or even shoot 

stra ight.  At one-point orders were g iven tha t opera tion guard  duties were to refra in from load ing rifles but 

to use the Kukri or bayonet instead . 

 

Equipment was found  to be in short supp ly or unsuitab le for the role to whic h it was now to be used .   The 

open top  sc out c a rs in pa rtic ula r were found  to be very vulnerab le when hemmed in by dense jung le on 

harrow mounta inous roads 

 
 Photo c ourtesy of http :/ / www.map lelea fup .org . 

Photographer: Unknown 

Desc rip tion: Esc ort just finished  a t Kluang Ma laya  1956 
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 Photo c ourtesy of http :/ / www.map lelea fup .org . 

Photographer: Unknown 

Desc rip tion :Dingo 340631 26 ZS 50 on Malaya 

 

 

To c ombat this Dingo’s were fitted  with c losed  steel c overs inc orpora ting  a  gun turret tha t c ould  be 

rota ted  through 360 degrees.  Bren LMG provided  a rmament a lthough others were a lso utilized . 

 

The c ramped  c ab in and more restric ted  visib ility made both the jobs of both d river and  gunners more 

d iffic ult. 

 

The added  weight of the turret reduc ed  a lso the stab ility of the vehic le and  it bec ame infamous for rolling  

when c ornering  a t high speed  or a t low speed  when steep ly inc lined . 

 

Ma laya  ac hieved  independenc e in 1957 and  opera tions for the British a rmy eventua lly petered  out in 

1962. 
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 Photo c ourtesy of http :/ / www.map lelea fup .org . 

Photographer: Unknown 

Desc rip tion: Pte Gordon Blakey from East Hills, N.S.W. and  Pte Ron Gibson from Coolanga tta , Qld  used  by 

2 Bn Roya l Austra lian Regiment in Ma laya . Dingo F48229, 09 SZ 89 with an ea rly turret design to 

ac c ommodate the Bren gun a rmament 
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 Photo c ourtesy of http :/ / www.map lelea fup .org . 

Photographer: Unknown 

Desc rip tion:Dingo 32 ZV 70 

The c rossed  kukri d iv sign is for the  51st Gurka  Div based  in Kua la  Lumpur 
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Indrabahadur Limbu 1/ 7 Ghurkha Rifles remembers his service in Malaya . 

(Extrac t from Ghurkhas a t War – Greenhill books) 

 

I jo ined  the a rmy on 30 sep  1952 and went on a  lot of opera tions. While still a  young sold ier I was esc ort to 

the CO (Lt Col A.I. Forestier-Wa lmker, MBE). 

He was inspec ting  rifle c ompanies in their new loc a tions a fter period ic  retra ining. He had  a  sc out c a r in 

front and  behind  of his open and  unnamed land rover.  

 

I was gunner in the rea r sc out c a r. 

 

On the way bac k to Seremban the road  was steep  and  wind ing with thic k jung le on both sides. 

On the fa r side of Jelebu pass the lead ing sc out c a r was to fa r ahead  and  we had  fa llen to fa r behind . 

 

The daku ambushed  him, killing  ham, the d river and  the esc ort tha t was sa t with him. 

They desc ended  stole the weapons and  the CO’s wa tc h.  

By the time the lead  sc out c a r rea lised  it was not being followed  by the land  rover it was too la te and  the 

road  was too narrow and  wind ing for it to turn round . 

As we c ame round  the c orner the daku were running away and  the LMG jammed. 

 

The CO was shot through the nose. 

I stayed  there a ll night and  only the next morning  d id  the ambulanc e c ome to take the bod ies away*. 

I think tha t both he and  the d river, a  ra i who had  been a llowed  to reenlist a fter wartime servic e, were 

wrong in not looking into their mirrors to see if we c ould  go as fast as the land  rover uphill. 

 

* The RMO had  put some stic ky p laster over the wound . The CO’s wife was saddened  to see the p laster 

and  asked  the RMO why it was there. He told  her he had  nic ked  the nose while shaving the c orpses fac e.  

The upbra ided  him but never learnt that her husbands fac e had  been d isfigured . He watc h was 

rec overed  from a  dead  terrorist and  the OC A Company rec overed  a  rifle, 60 map squares away, whic h 

turned  out to be the d rivers. 

 

 
Photo c ourtesy of Lnc  Cp l Anthony Morris, ex HQ Squadron KDG 

Photographer: Anthony Morris 

Desc rip tion: Tony poses aga inst the loc a l p lanta tion managers c a r. 

Presumably a  p riva te purc hase its make is unknown. 
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 Photo c ourtesy of http :/ / www.map lelea fup .org . 

Photographer: Unknown 

Desc rip tion: Da imler Armoured  Car F208445 /  87ZR26 

 

   
Photo c ourtesy of John Plumb 

Photographer: Roya l Eng ineer John Plumb 

Desc rip tion: The 11th_Hussars in with Da imler Mk 2 Armoured  Cars 
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Photos c ourtesy of John Plumb 

Photographer: Roya l Eng ineer John Plumb 

Desc rip tion: The 11th_Hussars in Kokoi, 
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Image c ourtesy of the Tank Museum Bovington image ref 2629-F3 

Photographer: Unknown 

Desc rip tion: This Da imler a rmoured  c a r has p roved  to be a  load  to muc h for this timber b ridge. 

It looks like the c rew ba iled  out in a  hurry, stra ight into the river below judg ing by the wet c lothes on the 

rea r of the eng ine dec k. 

Da te unknown 
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Image c ourtesy of the IWM K 14063 

Photographer: Unknown 

Desc rip tion: A c onvoy of vehic les of the Malayan Armoured  Corps, esc orted  by a  pa ir of Da imler sc out 

c a rs 31ZV94/ 48381 & 03ZS83/ 206783, move a long a  road  through the jung le. 

Da te: c irc a  1951 
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An acc ount of the Communist Terrorists Ambush inflec ted on a p latoon of the Royal West Kent Regiment, 

probably ranking amongst the worst during the Malayan Emergenc y 

 

The plac e –The Ulu Caledonian Rubber Estate, near Ulu Yam, Selangor, Malaya  

22nd Oc tober1951 

 

Preamble … 

There was a  p relude to the events of tha t day, a  typ ic a l murder of a  p lanter and  his guard  tha t c ould  

have had  some bearing  on the resourc es ava ilab le for the follow-up  opera tions of above. 

  

Number One Pla toon ‘A’  Company the Roya l West Kent Regiment was based  a t Tanjong Ma lim 

ac c ommodated  in a  gymnasium a t the Ma lay Agric ultura l College just outside the town. 

The p la toon was c ommanded by Lieutenant K S Bea le, (la ter MC) and  for a  short time Sergeant F Buc knell 

MM was the p la toon sergeant until transferred  to another c ompany. 

Like most p la toons a t tha t time it was under strength with only two sec tions as apposed  to the norma l 

three.  

Corpora l W Harris c ommanded  No.1 Sec tion and  I (Corpora l J Burrows). 

c ommanded  No. 2 Sec tion 

  

On the fa teful day of the 22nd  Oc tober most of the p la toon was on a  routine pa trol in a  rubber esta te a  

few miles from Tanjong Ma lim. I had  been left in c harge of the base with severa l others; we had  been on 

an uneventful night ambush and  were resting  a fter the ordea l. 

It was about midmorning when a  Ma layan polic e inspec tor rushed  into the base to report tha t firing  had  

been heard  c oming from another rubber p lanta tion a  short d istanc e to the west of Tanjong Ma lim, and  

there was muc h c onc ern for the manager and  his polic e guard  who had  not returned  to the esta te offic e. 

 Could  our p la toon p rovide support to his jungle squad as there few polic e ava ilab le to follow-up  and 

investiga te the inc ident.  He expressed  c onc erned  about the lac k of p rotec tive a rmour to the polic e 

Gharry vehic le. 

I exp la ined , the p la toon was opera ting  in d ifferent a rea  and  were not due to return until la ter tha t 

a fternoon, but I, c ould  p rovide bac k-up  in the Dingo sc out c a r, and  I would  man the twin Brens.  There 

was just the d river and  I; we kept fa irly c lose to the Gharry, the polic e, just young men, seemed very 

nervous, aware it c ould  have been a  p loy by the CTs to d raw them into a  trap .  I like to think the p resenc e 

of the sc out c a r with its menac ing Brens p rob ing from side to side may have deterred  any a ttempt a t tha t. 

 

Having a rrived  a t the sc ene a  short time la ter, the polic e sta rted  their sea rc h of the p lanta tion where the 

manager with his polic e guard  had  been c a rrying-out routine inspec tions. We in the sc out c a r were ab le 

to c over the polic e from the d irt road  as they searc hed  the a rea .  It d id  not take long before the bod ies of 

the manager and  his guard  were found , both b ruta lly slaughtered . The polic e loaded  the bod ies onto the 

Gharry and  returned  to base. I was keen to get bac k and  report the inc ident by rad io to HQ knowing it 

would  be a  few hours before I c ould  report to the p la toon c ommander a t the a t RV p ic k-up .  Had  it not 

been for what had  happened  a lmost simultaneous tha t day, I am sure there would  have been an 

immed ia te follow-up ; the intelligenc e was good, numerous CTs had  been seen in the a rea  and  the tra il 

was red -hot. 

After returning to the p la toon base a t Tanjong Ma lim and  making what limited  p repara tions we c ould  for 

an immed ia te follow-up , should  the p la toon c ommander dec ide? 
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Leading up to the events of the RWK ambush 

It was about an hour la ter when Major V Dover MC  from BNHQ arrived  a t the base, he sa id  it was a  matter 

of urgenc y to mob ilise the p la toon for an immed ia te opera tion of the utmost p riority, a lthough there was 

over an hour before the p la toon was due for the p ic k-up .  I was ordered  to make hast to the p ic k-up  

loc a tion to minimise any delay. 

   

The p la toon mustered  a t the base for immed ia te opera tions. 

First, the ma jor addressed  the p la toon and  sta ted  he had  grave news.  This morning No 11 p la toon of ‘D’  

Company had  been ambushed  on the Ulu Ca ledonian Esta te a t Ulu Yam.  The ba ttle lasted  for over an 

hour and  a  ha lf; and  there had  been many fa ta lities with the rest wounded .  Med ic s had  a lready been 

despatc hed to the sc ene with some supporting  troops.  But you of No.1 p la toon a re the nearest ava ilab le 

troops to c arry-out the follow-up  opera tion to searc h out the CTs and  b ring  them to ba ttle.  He went on to 

say - The CTs d id  not have it a ll their way; they left a  number of their own dead . 

There was no time to lose; we left for Ulu Yam in a  matter of minutes in a  c onvoy of two sc out c a rs, one 

up front the other a t the rea r, with two 3-tonners and  the Land  Rover between.  Only three men were left 

behind  to guard  the base with some assistanc e from the polic e. 

The events of the esta te murders were of low p riority c ompared  with the magnitude of the West Kent’ s 

ambush, and  unfortunately there were no resourc es ava ilab le for a  follow-up  opera tion. 

We a rrived  a t Ca ledonian esta te, the sc ene of the ambush perhaps an hour la ter.  

 

The d rive a long the twisting  road  had  frustra ted  our urgenc y to get to the sc ene, but c aution p reva iled  as 

the opposing forc es c ould  outnumber us, and  perhaps try their luc k aga in. 

The ambushed  vehic les, a  3-ton and  a  15-c wt truc k, with a  sc out c a r rema ined  sta tionary where they had  

been shot-up  - holed  and  b loodsta ined .  The c asua lties had  a lready been evac ua ted ; in fac t we had 

passed  an ambulanc e and  truc k on our approac h to the sc ene.  The Brens on the sc out c a r were still in 

p lac e, but the support c a rriage had  been hit, c ausing the guns to slew and  swing to one side 

Lieutenant Bea le’  a t onc e ordered  the p la toon up  the slope above the d irt road  and  into the CT ambush 

positions.  We found  two CT bod ies; others had  been rec overed  on the road  where they had been killed  

during the a ttac k.  We were ordered  to sp read  out and  mop-up , and  not to take any c hanc es, and  to fire 

into any suspec t hid ing  p lac e, bush or undergrowth.  The ma jor and  the p la toon c ommander wa ited  for 

the CO to a rrive to make an apprec ia tion and  issue his orders for the follow-up  opera tions.  He was an 

emb ittered  and  worried  man, he had  lost nearly a  tenth** of his opera tiona l fighting forc e in just one 

ba ttle - dead  or wounded . 

 

It was just a fter the a rriva l of the CO when firing  b roke out from the high ground.  He immed ia tely ordered  

his esc orting sc out c a r gunner to tra in his Brens in the d irec tion of the firing , but to hold  fire.  He shouted .  

Who’s firing?  I rep lied  not knowing it was the CO.  We a re mopp ing up !  No enemy in sight! * 

  

The initia l opera tion lasted  for two days following the trac ks and  b lood  tra ils left by the retrea ting  terrorists; 

then the ra in c ame to ob litera te any further signs.  Our Iban trac kers had  a ll but refused  to assist, they had 

lost a ll c onfidenc e.  Three of their c omrades had  been killed  in the ambush.  Stubbornly they believed 

there had  been a  bad  omen, and  their luc ky c harms had  not saved  them.  The following day our p la toon 

was ordered  bac k to base a t Tanjong Ma lim leaving the dep leted  ‘D’  Company’  to seek out and  avenge 

their lost c omrades.  Other units assisted  in the opera tions, supported  by heavy c onc entra tion of morta rs 

and  a ir strikes over a  wide a rea .  There were a  few b rief c ontac ts with the enemy resulting  in severa l 

elimina tions, a lthough it was not estab lished  if these were the ambushers. 

  

*NB. 

More than forty-five years la ter an a rtic le appeared  in a  Ma layan Veterans News Letter rela ting to this 

ac tion, letters were exc hanged . 

Tony Mansfield ’  the CO’s sc out c a r gunner c onfirmed  he c lea rly remembers the events of tha t day; his 

c omment was ‘ it was a  good  job  the CO’  d id  not order him to open fire? 
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An Ac count of the Battle at Ulu Yam, Selangor. 

  

It was during the morning a t about 10.00 hours of 22 Oc tober 1951.  No.11 p la toon ‘D’  Company 1/ RWK 

had  c ompleted  a  three day routine pa trol.  Transport had  a rrived  a t the rendezvous to p ic k them up  for 

the return to Kua la  Kubu Bahru (KKB). As they d rove through the Ulu Ca ledonian rubber esta te a t Ulu Yam 

they entered  a  defile with a  high embankment.  There were three vehic les, the first a  3-ton truc k, the 

sec ond  a  15-c wt and  the third  a  sc out c a r a t the rea r, when a ll three vehic les were in the embankment.  

A sudden intensive burst of automatic  fire ripped through the vehic les, with the 3-tonner taking  the initia l 

full b last of the a ttac k.  It was thought tha t the c ompany c ommander and  the p la toon sergeant were 

instantly killed  together with severa l men and  the rest were wounded .  Sec onds la ter more automatic s 

opened  up  and  other sma ll a rms and  grenades ra ined  down, a  d istinc tive loud  sing le exp losion was heard  

as it struc k the sc out c ars gun c a rriage effec tively rendered  the twin LMG’s useless.  The gunner b rought 

out his Owen gun and kept firing  from the sc out c a r.  Suddenly eight CTs c harged  down to try and  grab  

the weapons from the dead  sold iers; severa l of the c harg ing terrorists were killed . 

Many of the oc c upants of the 15-c wt, returned the fire before jump ing from the truc k into a  d itc h a t the 

side of the road , it was d iffic ult to fight bac k firing  up  the steep  embankment.  The CTs had  c hosen their 

site well.  Heavy firing  c ontinued  with grenades still ra ining down and  exp lod ing in and  a round  the truc ks 

as the troops leap t from the vehic les.  The p la toon c ommander was wounded twic e.  Some of the 

surviving troops managed  to take c over under the embankment, others were p inned  in and  a round  the 

vehic les, few men were ab le to return the fire, and  those who c ould  were d irec ted  by the only rema ining 

NCO, a  lanc e c orpora l, until he too, was wounded .  A senior experienc ed  p riva te (37 years of age, 

Johnny Pannell a  former NCO) took c ommand and  ra llied  the men to fight bac k; he persona lly repulsed 

severa l enemy a ttac ks with his Sten and  grenades a lthough he too had  been wounded  four times.  He 

undoubted ly saved  a  c omplete annihila tion of the young men a round him.  All the time the CTs were 

yelling  obsc enities, some in English, a t the sold iers below.  Vic tory was c lea r-c ut or so they thought?  But, 

they had  under estimated  the sheer guts and  determina tion of the ‘ White Horse’  sold iers from Kent.  As the 

ba ttle c ontinued , denying the CTs a  c hanc e to c ap ture a  haul of weapons, inc lud ing five LMG’s and an 

assortment of other sma ll a rms.  In their a ttempt they left six of their dead , and  when they withd rew they 

c a rried  severa l wounded  c omrades with them.  They had  c harged  down the embankment to c ap ture the 

weapons from the dead and  wounded  sold iers but were c ut down by withering SMG fire.  The rest of the 

ambushers retrea ted  and  sp lit into groups. 

Towards the end  of the ba ttle a  p lanter and  four polic emen b ravely reinforc ed  the surviving  West Kent’ s.  

They too susta ined  c asua lties. 

The c asua lties of the Roya l West Kent’ s were, one offic er and  ten other ranks and  three Iban trac kers 

killed , and  one offic er, eleven other ranks and  one c ivil lia ison offic er wounded .  This was amongst one of 

the b lood iest ba ttles of the Malayan Emergenc y. 

It was sometime before any Ibans were p repared  to jo in the a ffray aga in, they were c onvinc ed  tha t, 

there was some p remonition, a  warning of a  lurking  death; the luc ky c harms of their fa llen c omrades had  

fa iled  them. 

  

Conc lusion. 

Priva te J. L. Pannell was awarded  the Distinguished  Conduc t Meda l 

Lanc e Corpora l J. C. Martin was awarded  the Milita ry Meda l. 

  

The CTs fa iled  to ac hieve their ob jec tive to c ap ture weapons and  took heavy c asua lties in the a ttempt, 

but they d id  lea rn a  lesson. 

‘Not to mess with the West Kent’ s’ . 

  

It was la ter estab lished  tha t some of the CTs ambushers were involved  in the ambush and  killing  of Sir 

Henry Gurney the High Commissioner - just a  few weeks before.  They fa iled  then to ac hieve their 

ob jec tive to c ap ture bad ly needed  weapons and  they had  fa iled  aga in. 

  

John Burrows 

2006 
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Image c ourtesy of http :/ / c as.awm.gov.au 

 

Photographer - Hobson, Phillip  Oliver 

Loc ation: Ma laya : Kedah 

 

Desc rip tion: Informa l portra it of 3/ 2818 Priva te (Pte) Wa lly E Spurr, of Albury, NSW, 2nd  Ba tta lion, The Roya l 

Austra lian Reg iment (2RAR), manning a  Bren gun. The gun has been fitted  into the turret of a  c onverted  

Da imler Mark 2 Dingo sc out c a r, in p repara tion for guard ing a  c onvoy of sold iers from A Company, 2RAR, 

tha t will move deeper into the jungle in pursuit of Communist terrorists. Pte Spurr a lso served  in Korea  with 

3rd  Batta lion, The Roya l Austra lian Reg iment (3RAR) from 1953-1954. 

January 1956 
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Image c ourtesy of http :/ / c as.awm.gov.au 

 

Photographer / donor- Donor J Milne  

Ma laya : Perak  

January 1956 

 

Desc rip tion: Two unidentified  Austra lians from A Company, 2nd  Batta lion, The Roya l Austra lian Reg iment 

(2RAR), sitting  on top  of a  British Da imler Dingo sc out c a r. 

These Austra lian c rewed British a rmoured  vehic les were lent to Austra lian units in Ma laya  for p rovid ing 

c onvoy defenc e and  rec onna issanc e duties. 

 

 The British Army Reg istra tion number of the vehic le is . F205236 10- ZS 34 and  it is a rmed with a  Bren light 

mac hine gun with a  spotlight fitted  
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 Image c ourtesy of http :/ / c as.awm.gov.au 

 

Photographer - Hobson, Phillip  Oliver 

Ma laya : Kedah 

January 1956 

 

Desc rip tion: Members of the British 15/ 19 Hussars Cavalry Regiment on top  of their Da imler a rmoured  c a rs 

(bac kground) and  Alvis Sarac en, Armoured  Personnel Carrier (foreground), stand  by ready to esc ort the 

gunners and  QF 25 Pounder guns of B Troop , 105th Field  Battery, to their new rendezvous point, where they 

will strike their first b low aga inst Communist terrorists. The Trooper (foreground) is hold ing  a  Sten gun. 
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Image c ourtesy of http :/ / c as.awm.gov.au 

 

Photographer - Hobson, Phillip  Oliver 

Ma laya : Kedah 

 

Desc rip tion: Returned  and  Servic es League (RSL) rep resenta tive, Lieutenant Colonel (Lt Col) W S Lonnie 

MVO, MC (left), shakes hands with 1/ 3028 Priva te (Pte) Don Wa llac e of Ca loundra , Qld  (c entre). Watc hing  

on is 2/ 8678 Pte Owen Bobb in of Wentworthville, NSW (right). Both sold iers a re from B Company (B Coy), 

2nd  Batta lion, The Roya l Austra lian Regiment (2RAR). Lt Col Lonnie is visiting  a ll the Austra lian troops 

sta tioned  in Ma laya  as part of his RSL duties.  

 

The vehic le is a  British Da imler Dingo sc out c a r, and  is the c ommand vehic le of Ma jor G H Ba les, Offic er in 

c harge of B Coy 2RAR. Pte Wa llac e is the d river and  Pte Bobb in, leaning on the twin Brens is the gunner. 

Pte Wa llac e a lso served  in Korea  with 1st Batta lion, The Roya l Austra lian Regiment (1RAR) from 1954-1955.  

January 1956 
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Image c ourtesy of http :/ / c as.awm.gov.au 

Photographer - Hobson, Phillip  Oliver 

Ma laya : Kedah 

 

Desc rip tion: Informal group  portra it of 2/ 2818 Mec hanic  Cra ftsman John Sing leton, of Lane Cove, NSW 

(left), 2/ 8828 Priva te (Pte) Ron Lawler, of Revesby, NSW (c entre), and  6/ 991 Pte Laurie Marks, of Hobart, Tas 

(right), a ll from 2nd  Batta lion, The Roya l Austra lian Regiment (2RAR), working on the eng ine of a  Da imler 

Dingo sc out c a r F205465 17 ZS 73 

whic h is pa rked  in a  rubber p lanta tion. 

 

 This vehic le, with the British Army Reg istra tion Number 17ZS73, is used  to p rovide c onvoy p rotec tion for the 

troops of 2RAR as they move to and  from positions in their pursuit of Communist terrorists in the jungle of 

Southern Kedah. Pte Marks was la ter ac c identa lly injured  during  his time in Ma laya  

January 1956 

 



 
 

On Ac tive Servic e - Malaysia 1948-1962 

The Daimler Fighting Vehic les Projec t – Part Bk 

www.daimler-fighting-vehic les.c o.uk 

 

 18

 

 

 
Image c ourtesy of http :/ / c as.awm.gov.au  

Photographer - Hobson, Phillip  Oliver 

Ma laya : Kedah 

 

Desc rip tion: Informal group  portra it of 5/ 2843 Priva te (Pte) Derek Evans, of Wya lka tc hem, WA, Pte Max 

Martin, of Wilston, Qld  and  3/ 410121 Pte Norm Simpson, of Merrigum, Vic , a ll from Support Company, 2nd  

Ba tta lion, The Roya l Austra lian Regiment (2RAR), having a  mea l beside a  c reek in a  rubber p lanta tion in 

Southern Kedah. 

A Dodge one ton truc k and  a  Da imler Dingo a rmoured c a r a re pa rked  near where the Company has set 

up  c amp in the bac kground . There are two Number 5, Short Magazine Lee Enfield  (SMLE), jung le c a rb ines 

on the ground  near the sold iers. 

29 January 1956 
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 Image c ourtesy of http :/ / c as.awm.gov.au  

Photographer - Hobson, Phillip  Oliver 

Ma laya : Perak  

 July 1956 

 

Desc rip tion: Lieutenant Genera l (Lt Gen) Sir Henry Wells, KBE, CB, DSO, Chief of the Genera l Sta ff Austra lian 

Army, travelling  in c onvoy from Sungei Siput to Sa lak North in Perak, about to pass a  c hec k point whic h is 

c ontrolled  by tra ffic  lights. He is c onduc ting a  tour of a ll Austra lian milita ry insta lla tions in Ma laya . Lt Gen 

Wells is p robab ly travelling  in the sec ond  vehic le - a  sedan with three sta rs and  a  flag  on the bonnet. 

 

The c onvoy is being esc orted  by a  Da imler Dingo sc out c a r, a rmed with twin Bren guns (lead  vehic le), an 

Alvis Sarac en, a rmoured personnel c a rrier (fourth vehic le) fo llowed  by a  Da imler a rmoured  c a r a t the rea r. 

Further bac k, a  c a r and  a  Landrover a lso follow the c onvoy. 
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Image c ourtesy of Nigel Watson /  Jimmy Monte (la te) 

Photographer - Jimmy Monte 

Ma laya    

Desc rip tion: The above photographs were taken of c a r F47427, 26 ZS 97 in Ma laya . 

The Alsa tian dog had  a  kennel on the bac k of the d ingo! And  they used  the him to flush out the CT’s  

(he was very good  a t it seemingly). 

It is a lso reported  tha t they fitted  the twin Brens on a  pod  a t high level tha t it was ab le to be opera ted  360 

degrees from below the a rmour to sp ray the bush with fire   

This was possib le by the manufac ture of spec ia l post and  d rop  hand les. 

Circ a  1950’s 
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Image c ourtesy the internet, sourc e unknown 

 

Photographer: Unknown  

Ma laya :  

Desc rip tion: It is thought tha t this is one of the c ars p rovided  to the Federa tion Army by the British 

government p rior to the c ountry bec oming independent. This is hinted  a t by the lac k of d ivisiona l or tac  

markings and  lac k of British WD issue numbers. 
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Image c ourtesy of Life  

 

Photographer: Unknown  

Ma laya :  

Desc rip tion: It is thought tha t the tanker behind  the esc orting Dingo is sp raying defoliant onto the trees to 

p rovide add itiona l visib ility to vehic les using the road . This would  lessen the risk of ambush by terrorists. 
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Photos c ourtesy of John Plumb 

Photographer: Unknown 

Desc rip tion: The 11th_Hussars rec over a  Da imler Armoured  Car lost down a  ravine, 
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Photos c ourtesy of Simon Hamon 

Photographer: Unknown 

Desc rip tion: At work on an a rmy sc out c a r 17ZS73 a t Ta ip ing a re Driver Alan Kirby (left), from Yorkshire and  

signa lman Rona ld  Pleyton, of the Austra lian Army, from Vic toria . 

 November 1957 
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Photos c ourtesy of Andrew Morgan 

Photographer: Unknown 

Desc rip tion: Da imler sc out c a rs 03ZS70 and  12ZS08 in Ma laya . 

 Date: not known. 
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Photos c ourtesy of Internet & Simon Hamon 

Photographer: Unknown. Desc rip tion: Da imler sc out c a r F206059 03ZS26 Ma laya . 

 Da te: not known. 

 
Photos c ourtesy of Ferd inand  VanBoomen 

Photographer: Unknown. Desc rip tion: Da imler sc out c a r F207555 84ZR96 Ma laya . 

 Da te: not known. 



 
 

On Ac tive Servic e - Malaysia 1948-1962 

The Daimler Fighting Vehic les Projec t – Part Bk 

www.daimler-fighting-vehic les.c o.uk 

 

 28

 

 
Photos c ourtesy of Internet & Ferd inand  VanBoomen 

Photographer: Unknown 

Desc rip tion: Da imler a rmoured  F208282 84ZR80 c a r stops to inspec t work a t a  na tive 

labour c amp Ma laya . 

 Da te: Oc tober 1959. 
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Photos c ourtesy of LCpl Lance Cruse 

Photographer: LCpl Lance Cruse 

Desc rip tion: Dingo Sc out c a r. 

 
Photos c ourtesy of P McCarthy 

Photographer: Unknown 

Desc rip tion: Dingo Sc out c a r (reputed ly 00ZS00) and  inspec tion by Anthony Eden 

 Da te: 1949 
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Information to be researched further 

 
13/18 Hussars were based in Malaya and vehicles serviced by, 2 inf workshop REME Taiping 

Derrack 
 

2nd Guards Brigade signal squadron used dingo’s, confirmed by Signalman john Eggleton. 
 

1st Bn Royal West Kent’s used Dingo’s in ‘Kuala Coo’ & ‘Boo Buruo’ 52-54 ? 
 

Daimler armoured car 84ZR62 used in Malaya. 
 

Daimler Scout car 00ZS59 H/T used by 1 KDG in Malaya 


