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56th Infantry Recce

The 56th Recce wasformed in January 1941 starting originally with the Anti-Tank
Companies from the 167/168/ 169 Brigades of the 56th (London) Div. together
with personnel from a wide variety of Infantry units, all from the same Division. It
wasoriginally called the 56th Battn. Reconnaissance Corpsundercommand of Lt.
Col. "Nick" Hamilton who in the words of his successor (Lt. Col. K Chavasse) "Had
done such a good job in getting so many sub-units from different Regiments
together and knocking them into shape to make a sound foundation for the
56th".

Lt. Col. K. Chavasse, ournew C.O. joined usat Colchester, he wasa regular soldier, and the Colonel's
commentson joining were "l can neverforget the feeling of instant loyalty of so many of the officers, who
had neverseen me before and must have wondered what thisnew broom would be like, | felt an almost
instant acceptance"

Whilst at Colchesterthe Regiment wasinvited, and refused, to become involved with the Artist's Rifles
(Reference to the Lineage Book of the British Army showed forsome reason that we were part of that
Regiment from 1942 to 1945 and even goesto the stage of specifying placeslike Tebourba, Oued Zarga,
Medjez, Tunis, Scily Sangro, Cassino, The Liri Valley, Lake Trasimeno, River Senio and Argenta).

It wasat thistime that Officerseach bought something which wasto become distinctive of the "56th"
Officers- The Green Beret - but these were not wormn until embarkation time.

A period wasspent with the 38th (Welsh) and 47th (London) Divisions until we finally returned to the 56th
(London) Div. In May 1942 we together with the 56th Div. were warned foroverseasservice but this, for us,
wasnot to be the case and in August 1942 we moved to Barry Camp in Scotland to join the newly formed
78th Div. In 1987 whilst chatting about our Regt. to Ken Baker of the 49th Recce it came out that at the
time the 49th wasan independent Squadron with the 78th Div. but due to the fact that a complete
Regiment wasrequired we took theirplace in the Division.

The new 78th Div. then consisted of the 1st GuardsBrigade, 11th Brigade (Ex.4th Div) and the former 36th
Independent Brigade, additionally we had the Gunners(17/ 132/138 Feld) 64th Anti-Tank, plusthe REs,
RASC, RMIC etc... allof these unitswere welded into a fine fighting Divison by a Commander of high
ability namely Vivian Evelegh, who chose the now famous"Battleaxe" asthe Division sign.

North Africa

Originally it had been intended that the Divison wasto go abroad in September 1942 but due to a
leakage of information the departure wasput off until late October. So in the month of Octoberwe found
ourselvesaspart of a convoy, sailing down the Clyde, but it wasnot untiiwe were well at sea that we
knew we were going to North Africa but even then no one seemed to be in the least bit bothered. Col.
Chavasse had known our destination priorto sailing ashe had been called to the War Office some time
before to work out the scale of essential vehiclesforthe landing forthe Regiment less"A" Sqdn, who were
to follow a month or so later. The first and only stop which-we had wasat Gibraltar but thiswasonly forthe
night, then we moved acrossthe Mediterranean to Algiersarriving on the 12th November, "C" Sqdn.
having already landed via the beach on the 8th November. On the 13th Novemberwe moved down the
gang-waysonto AlgiersDocksand proceeded to take a gentle "Sroll" with full pack and anything else
portable to the Botanical Gardens. Thiswasto be our "home" for the next couple of dayswhilst our
trangport wasunloaded and once thisarrived we dutifully packed ourkit and started off on our "African
Adventure"but when we left the Gardensthe pondstherein were somewhat soapy due to our use of
them for our ablutions.

"C"&dn. took the Northern Route leading the 36th Brigade on the coast road through Tabarka in the
direction of Djebel Abiod and hopefully Tunis. Meanwhile "B" Sgdn. leading the 11th Bgde. washeading in
the direction of Beja and then fora town which wasto become very wellknown to allmembersof the 1st
Army -itsname Medjezel Bab, with each of these columnswere representativesof the 17/21st Lancers
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and laterwe were to meet up with the Commandosand the Para Boys.

"C"&dn. had the honour of being the first British troopsin Tunisia asthey arrived at Djebel Abiod on the
17th November aftertheir4 day 1150 mile run from Algierswith very little sleep. Their first contact with the
enemy wasmade by their No.15 Troop Commanded by Lt. Graham Wheatley when he and hiscrew
Recc'd beyond Djebel Abiod and saw the enemy. In their effortsto turn the LRC round on a narrow road it
overturned in a ditch, but the contact wasreported backto the Brigadier who sent forward some 6
pounderand 25 poundergunstogether with the Royal West Kent’s. Thisforce took on the enemy Mark IV
tankswhich were advancing, eleven of which were knocked out at the expense of 5-2 poundersand
some of the 25 pounders. Meanwhile Lt. Wheatley and hiscrew had to abandon their LRC and hide in a
culvert, intending to make theirway back undercoverof darkness. However, thisplan wasruined by an
Arab shepherd boy who betrayed them to the Germansand they finished up asprisoners.

Lateron St. Crutch {"C"Sydn.) wason a Carrier patrol North of Djebel Abiod on the coast road ahead
wasa known enemy position and he had been told to find out their strength etc. When within 800 yardsof
the enemy a German heavy Machine Gun opened up covering a disabled tank used asa road block
but, despite the fire he "butted the tank and got within 400 yardsof their position and wasable to note
information which wasof great value and asa result of thisaction he wasawarded the MM.

November 22nd saw the Assault Troop ("B" Sgdn.) with the 36th Bgde, together with some Anti-Tank guns
moving out from their overnight harbourinto the vilage of H Arousa where one of their Sectionsoccupied
a farm on the outskirts. Laterin the day some French Troopsrushed into the farm saying the enemy was
nearby and thisturned out to be a Motor Cycle combination some 1000 yardsaway. It retired but the farm
came undermachine gun fire. Two Armoured carswent out to Recce and both came underfire and
were knocked out with the result that 5 of the 6 crew were killed and the Officer Lt. Robinson badly
wounded. §t. Mayne, a Canadian attached forexperience, wasawarded the MM for hiseffortsin
extricating the wounded in thisaction.

Laterthat night the farm came underfire and a trooperwaswounded and subsequently died asa result
of being hit in the stomach. In the daylight Cpl. MacDonald together with two other men noticed the
enemy manning a gun, they fired at the crew with a Bren Gun and "removed"four men, these were
immediately replaced and again silenced forthe second time. Unbeknown to them their position was
being surrounded and the enemy wascreeping up on them but only when a grenade landed neardid
they realise what washappening. A Lance Corporal had noticed the grenade land and had picked it up
to "Return it" but unfortunately it exploded blowing hishand off and at the same time injuring Cpl.
MacDonald in the back. The attacking enemy arrived and covered them with machine pistols whilst the
Corporal,who had First Aid experience, rendered aid to the L/cpl'swrist and then the remaining trooper
dressed the Corporal'sback which had been injured by grenade fragments. The Germanstook the three
of them into the village where they saw them smashing up captured rifles. They were then transported to a
Frst Aid Sation where the enemy dressed theirwoundsand later moved to Tuniswhere they were
operated on by German and ltalian Doctors, subsequently they were taken in a Junkers52 plane to
Naplesand assoon asthey were fit they were passed onto a POW camp.

Afterthe H Arousa episode the Regiment had ordersto move into and through Medjezel Bab but "B"
Sgdn. who had been harboured near Soughia wasto be involved in a "spot of bother." When daylight
dawned the Carrierswere spread out overthe Soughia Iron Bridge which at the time wasbeing guarded
by French troops. In view of the possible dangerfrom Air attack, the Luftwaffe at thistime having control of
the skies, it wasdecided to move vehiclesfrom the vicinity of the Bridge. The one at the farend turmed
and came safely off the bridge but the one at the nearend turned and dlid into the ditch with dire results.
It wasunfortunate that the French Troopshad been in the habit of removing their Box minesduring the
hoursof daylight and placing them in the ditch and the carrier had unfortunately slid onto thispile with the
result that the commanderwaskilled and the driver badly wounded. In addition the Troop Sgt. (Terry Vine
12 Troop) who wasclose by wasalso injured. Just asthingswere being sorted out an enemy plane
decided to attack, luckily it wasonly a single plane otherwise thingswould have turned out rather
differently. Even so he turned and machine gunned the column setting fire to some "soft" vehiclesand
creating more casualties.. Then forsome unknown reason he had had enough and they were left to lick
their wounds. Whilst thisattack wasin progressthe wounded had to endure it but very soon the MO plus
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"Fergy" made theirpresence felt and did everything possble to succourthe injured.

The carriercommanderthat had been kiled wasburied at the roadside and laterthat day we had to re-
bury him asthe Arabshad dug up hisbody, removed hisclothes, and left him on top of the soil. | hate to
think what would have happened to any of these people if they had been found taking part in this
barbaric act.

Whilst all thiswasgoing on the Northantshad entered Medjezand found that the enemy had vacated it
although some Algerian troopshad been holding out in the town. The enemy had "removed"the centre
span of the Roman Bridge but thiswasquickly replaced by the REswho promptly put up the first Bailey
Bridge of the campaign, many more of which were to follow.

Assoon asthe bridge ".ascompleted Recce moved acrossand by dusk were opposite Tebourba, having
encountered no enemy otherthan a Messerschmitt fighter.

It should be recorded that although called the Frst Army at thistime (End November 1942) it consisted only
of 2 Brigades, Blade Force and some Divisional Troops- a total of 12,300 when the Axishad some 20,000.

By late Novemberearly Decemberdaily patrolswere in force and the Regt. had penetrated to within 15
milesof Tunisand it wasat thisstage that we were coming up against German 6 Wheeled Armoured Cars
and Half Trackstogetherwith the lethal 88 mm. It saysmuch that in face of such opposition that the "Tally
Ho" spirit neverfaltered asit became even more necessary for "Hot "newsto be passed on quickly for
inclusion in the Div. General'sbattle map. There wasonly one way to learn our "craft"and that wasthe
hard way - by experience. Crewswhetherwere in Carriersor Cars, Officers, NCO'sand the mere trooper
were allpart of a team of 3or4 and each man'slife depended on the rest of the team. Radio operators
had to be everon the alert forreceiving and transmitting pluslooking afterthe inevitable Bren Gun and as
soon asthey arrived backin harbourit wasessentialto check batteriesetc. and to replace where
necessary.

At thistime the Colonel had to report personally each night to the Divisonal Commanderand give a
detailed report of the day'sactivities, thisinvolved a long night drive in hisfavourite "Faugh a Ballagh" ARC
and then the return jourmney 'back to RHQ just in time to issue ordersforthat day'sactivities. The General
wasreported to have been "happy with Recce'swork™ Just priorto Xmas 1942 the Regiment had been
withdrawn to Aine Salem to rest and the Colonelcalled a conference of Officersto go overrecent events
and decide what recommendationsshould be made forthe future, some of these were:- the need fora
Heavier ARC complete with a larger armament and that the 2 pounder Anti-Tank gun needed to be of a
largercalibre. Laterin the campaign we were to see the Heavy ARC and the 6 pounder gun. At this
conference it wasdecided that the Assault Troop (those tough boys) should be used for nightly jobssuch
asholding bridges, observation work, ambushesetc.

Newsalso came through at thistime that the Colonel had been awarded the DSO and the citation stated
that "Asa result of hispersonal example, dash and daring, hisunit of two weak Squadrons, in spite of being
out-gunned, out armoured and, frequently dive bombed they dominated the area and throughout the
period obtained valuable information of enemy movements".

By thistime "C" Sgdn. had returned to the Regiment from itsactivitiesin the North and "A" Sgdn. had
arrived from the UK and forthe first time in many monthsthe "Family" wastogether. The Colonel recollects
sending back a young officerto Algiersto collect NAAF with instructionsto bring him back a bottle of Irish
Whiskey. The Officerduly returned and called at the Colonel'sBivvy, saluted smartly and said "Your
Whiskey Sr" and promptly dropped the bottle which disintegrated. (Anyone know who the Young Officer
wasasthe Colonelcannot remember).

One thing that could be said about the First Army wasthat we were well fed living aswe did on "Compo
Rations’, and to those people not acquainted with the term it wassimply a wooden case in which was
sufficient food for 14 men for 1 day orthe reverse ie. one man for 14 daysand it comprised of the
breakfast, mid-day and evening meals, plusa barof chocolate each, hard biscuits, tea and milk mixture
cigarettesplusthe essential toilet paper; bread only became available later when thingsbecame more



Infantry Recce Corps
The Daimler FHghting Vehicles Project —Part D7h
www.daimler-fighting-vehicles.co.uk

established. Water supplieswere collected daily by the Water Wagon from selected Water Pointswhere
the waterhad been approved but even then it wasdtill subjected to the addition of specialtabletsto
ensure that it wassufficiently pure enough forour stomachsto accept. At one time someone in Authority
had the bright idea of ushaving to use salted waterforall purposeseven for making tea - you can well
imagine that thisidea wasnot very popularand we very soon reverted to ordinary plain water.

One Regimentaltask at thistime had been to contact and assist in the extrication of membersof the
Parasthat had been dropped at Depiene, wellinside enemy territory. The Regiment had been in touch
but communication had been lost. Syt. Whatley together with Tpr. Jonesof the Inteligence Section set off
to make contact. Aftera few milesSt. Whatley'smachine developed a puncture, they moved off the
road and the Sgt. took the troopersmotorcycle leaving him to mend the puncture and follow on. Not
long afterleaving him the Syt saw some enemy tankswhich he avoided and made hisway to Depiene.
Nearthe village he found a numberof wounded Parasin hiding and handed over hisinstructionsto the
one in charge. On hisreturn journey he again had to dodge enemy tanksand made forthe place where
he had left hiscompanion but all he found wasa tangled heap of metal made from the cycle but no sign
of the trooper. It waslater established that he had been captured by an ltalian patroland made prisoner.
Sgt. Whatley returned to the Regiment to report on hismission and asa result of hiseffortsthe Para Boys
were rescued by the Regiment and he wasawarded the MM.

At thisstage it would be an idea to mention Tunisian MUD in which the Frst Army had to live. Those people
who have visited Tunisia on holiday will only be thinking in Termsof "Sunny Tunisia". The weather at thistime
wasto put it politely, B..... awful, being cold and wet and asa result the mud sucked at the boots, bogged
vehiclesdown when they ventured off the roads, tracksbecame impassable forvehiclesand generally
the weatherhad in fact proved the prime factorin the whole campaign, preventing the use of tanksand
so delaying overthe winter months, any attackin force towardsTunis.

Whilst at Aine Sellam we had received replacementsin personnel and vehicles. The No 11 Wirelessset was
replaced by the No.19 set which incidentally we knew nothing about. Allthe operatorsgot "Suck-in"and
stripped out the old onesand fitted the new, alldone in complete darknessdue the urgency of having to
move within 24 hours, subsequent experience proved their worth.

Having spent Xmasat thisplace and whilst there we obtained a pig which wasroasted and we enjoyed
the meal aftera month orso of Compo Rations.

We had been lucky aswhilst we were out of the line the Guardshad been involved in the attack and
capture of a very wellknown feature called "Longstop Hill". Afterthe capture they handed overto an
American Combat team but asa result of a German counter attack they lost it and the Guardswere
recalled to stabilize the situation.

Patrolscontinued in the Goubellat Plain area and asfar South asBou Arada where Recce assisted the

French in regaining the place aftera German attack. The Regiment had been "showing the flag"in the
DjebelsDjaffa and Rhane, H Arousa and Bou Arada areasleaving mementoesof theirfirst contact at

"Tally Ho Corner"then down to &. Cyprien, only 14 milesfrom Tunis.

Due to being out-gunned by the enemy it became necessary to hand oversome patrolsto the heavier
carsof the Derbyshire Yeomanry. Their activitiesat a road junction 10 milesoutsde Medjezmade it
necessary to give the place a name and it wasdone aptly by calling it "PetersCorner" afterthe Derby
Yeo'sPeter Payne-Galway and it remained so until the end of the Tunisian hostilities.

By the middle of February 1943 problemshad arisen in the American held area in the South at the
Kasserine Passand "A" Sgdn. wasdispatched "Hot foot"together with several other unitsto bolster up the
situation. When they arrived the situation wasvery confused and they were met with a message from Gen.
Alexander saying "The positionswere to be held at allcosts"thiswasdue to the fact that if the enemy had
broken through and pushed on to Le Kef the whole of the First Army would have been in great danger.
The American troopshad taken a heavy pounding and were disorganised and streaming back and to
ascertain what washappening two troopsof Recce were sent forward, subsequently a third one was
pushed forward, some of these Armoured carshad been fitted with light cannon which had been taken
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from crashed aircraft in the Medjez area.

The enemy commenced to shellthe area and the 25 poundersreplied and hit a petroldump and the
subsequent flamessilhouetted enemy tanksthusgiving the Gunnersthe chance to hit the leading three
tanks. It wasonly afterthe lossof 18 tanksthat the enemy withdrew. The situation wasstilldesperate as
priorto the enemy withdrawal, 16 of the 25 pounders, and a new Battalion of Leicestershad been over-
run and the Lothian and Border Horse and the 17/21st. Lancershad only a total of 10 tanksbetween them.
When dawn arrived the 10 tanksmoved forward to attack and very soon firing washeard. Finally only 3
returned but the bluff worked asthe enemy had wrongly assumed that they were the spearhead of an
attack and withdrew. Also at thistime some 105mm. gunsarrived and went into immediate action and the
stuation improved, probably theirtimely arrival helped.

In view of the lull Recce were told to move backto rest but no soonerhad they arrived and harboured
than a message arrived forthem to move forward and maintain contact with the enemy, the Order simply
said "Go forward and report when you make contact", and asthey passed through the 6th Armoured Divs.
Guardsunit they were greeted with "Good luck Recce”".

Out in the dark No Man'slLand they passed "Brewed-up" vehiclesand endeavoured to avoid shelland
mortar craters, at the 5 mile stage they reported "No contact"and back came the Order "Keep moving",
the two lead carsmoved on to draw any fire but nothing came - lucky forthem. The advance continued
forsome 20 mileswhen the lead car hit a mine, the Assault Troop took over and lifted some 100 mines. The
second carmoved off the advance axisto find a way round and then got back on to the road but half a
mile furtheron more mineswere found and asa result of thisreport to Brigade the REswere sent up to
take overthe mine clearing whilst the Sgdn. wastold to move off acrosscountry. One of the Scout troops
took on the job and very soon found the enemy Soon all three troopswere committed but assoon asthe
road behind had been cleared the Guardsunit wasmotored forward to take overthe weight of the
attack.

No sooner had the Sgdn. been relieved than a DRarrived from RHQ with instructionsforthem to retumn
immediately to Medjezarea asthe Regt. washeavily engaged togetherwith the 46th Recce that had
recently arrived from the UK. We had been underthe impression that the arrival of a sister Regt. meant
that we were to be rested but no such luck.

Evidently the enemy had sent tanksdown the road plusinfantry who were swarming up the hillson either
sde and were involved with the 46th Recce on the Right flank and the 56th wasinvolved in smilar fighting
hence the call forthe Sqgdn. to return promptly.

The thrust for Beja wasa seriousone and threatened Allied plans, an attackin the Testourarea at "Seam
Roller Farm"wasbeing fought off by No.6 Commando who had 4 troopsthere, the enemy in the shape of
the Herman Goring Jaeger Regt. were attacking yelling "Jaeger" whilst the Commandosretaliated by
shouting "Commando". Due to the constant pressure the Commandoshad to fallback through a road
block manned by 56 Recce astride the Testourroad. At thisstage furtherenemy progresswasstopped by
the Derby Yeo reinforced by "Churchills" of the 142 RTRand the enemy wasforced to retreat to Seam
Roller Farm, subsequent attackson thisfarm made by the Guardswith tanksof the 5Ist RTRfound a
shamblesof bodiesplusSwiss Chocolate, Danish Butter. Brandy and Cigarswhich had been dropped by
theirplanesand understandably the Regiment took itsshare of the booty.

Some time later "A" Sgdn. were patrolling the Doc du Bed valley and Lt. Michell'stroop made first contact
and were pinned down by both Machine Gun and Mortar fire "A" Sgdn. Commander, Major Darsie Murray
then went forward on foot, but just priorto moving he ordered anothertroop to assist but they in turn were
pinned down The Majorgradually made hisway forward to ascertain from one of the troopswhere the fire
wascoming from and during thisperiod 2 trooperswere kiled. Having sized up the stuation Major Murray
left the troop to return to hisvehicle and had barely left the protection of a hollow when he waskilled by a
burst of M.G. fire also at the same time there were other casualtiesincluding Lts. Jack May and the very
young Peter Schofield who were both wounded in the face. In view of the serious situationa Infantry unit
wasordered forward to assist and they passed through Recce postionswith fixed bayonetsand in
extended orderbut they were very soon in much the same situation. Col. Chavasse who had been in
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contact came forward to personally find out the form and eventually the Sgdn. wasordered backleaving
the battle to the infantry who were managing to get the stuation undercontrol. The bodiesof the Major
and the 2 Trooperswere taken backto a farm owned then by a Monsieur Dejamaiswho undertook to
ensure that the Arabswould not desecrate theirgraves, the bodieswere laterremoved by the War Graves
Commission and they now lie in the Cemetery at BEJA.

Thereafterthe Regt. wasinvolved in a variety of rolesand although the Regt. did not take part in the final
push to Tunisasour Division had been given the task of taking back the hillswhich they knew so well -
Longstop, DjebelsAng and Mahditogether with the vilagesof Toukabeur, Chaouch, Heidous, Tangoucha
and Kefswhich they did but at no little cost. One Sgdn. wasinvolved with the infantry in preventing enemy
from escaping. One LRC from "C" Sdn. (Bill CrouchersTroop) wasloaned laterto Randolph Churchill, the
Prime Minister'sson so that he could get into Tunisassoon asit wasliberated. So by the 7th May the Frst
and Eght Armiesentered Tunisbut pride of place wasgiven to the tired infantry of our Div (The78th) when
they entered on the 8th exactly 6 monthsafterthe initial landingsin Algeria.

Fora considerable amount of the 6 monthsthe Division short of men and equipment, they the, 78th Div.
had been virtually the whole of the Frst Army and for most of the time they had been short of aircover,
short of rest and unappreciated at home.

Assoon asthe job wascompleted we congregated at La Marsa, a small seaside resort just outside Tunis
where we lived eitheron ornot farfrom the beach and whilst there we listened to the Africa CorpsBand
going through theirreportoire. Whilst there all Officerswere called to a Monty conference in a cinema in
Tunisthisbeing the first time they had all actually seen the "great"man.

Laterwe moved to the Guelma area where we bought Arab hand made "oddsand ends'in leatherin the
smalltown and aftera short while we moved via Cape Bon to the Hommamet area, and again a short
spellto the concentration area, where we experienced the hot winds, on the outskitsof Sousse, where
"Monty" visted usand told usthat he wanted our Division in "his Army" (Often wonderwhat response he
would have made if we had all said "No thankswe do not want to join").

At a later stage officersof both the 1st and 8th Armieswere somewhat dismayed to see noticesdisplayed
on 1st Army vehicleswhich proclaimed "No connection with any other Army".

Localleave waslaid on with viststo Sousse and there wasplenty of "poaching”of water melonsasthe
Arabsneverhad much chance of safe-guarding theircropsof thisproduct. Howeverour stay in thisarea
did not last very long and by the 14th July we were moving into the docksat Sousse joining the queuesto
enterthe LSTsto start oursecond campaign, thistime in Scily.

SCILY

Now asnewcomersto the 8th Army we were on ourway to the island just off the toe of ltaly. To many
membersof the 8th Army we were the onesthat had not even "browned ourknees'but we had
something which they would have to learn the very hard way. Asa first classfighting Division we knew
quite a lot about fighting in close country and they were soon to learn what the 78th Div. could do
especially when it came to the capture of Centuripe.

The trip over from Africa wasuneventful except forthe two Bren Carrierswhich came unshackled on the
top deck of one LSTand when the ship commenced rolling they threatened to push two 15 cwt. "soft"
vehicleson the outside into the drink but luckily the rolling ceased and the remainder of the voyage was
quiet except for night time when a considerable amount of Anti-craft fire wasput up without any
casualties. The beach landing next day wasquiet asthe originallandingshad been made some days
before. Aftera couple of daysashore during which time we sorted ourselvesout and moved off through
squalid vilageswith the inevitable cloudsof dust which despite some protection from scarvesand
handkerchiefs still permeated up the nose and down the throat and everything wascovered by a film of
dust. In addition we started to get used to the usual callsfrom children for "Cioccolati,caramellesand
biscotti"

Our Division had been assigned to be part of 30 Corpsalong with the 5lst Highland Div. (Soon to return to
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the UK), togetherwith the Canadiansand the Div wasgiven the task of advancing in the direction of Mt.
Eina with Cattennuova asitsfirst objective. The intention being that once thiswasgained it wasto be
followed by Centuripe, which wasimmediately nick-named "Cherry Ripe". In view of the position of this
town it became essential that Mulesbe obtained asdue to the lack of shipping space the Army had not
been allowed to bring them from N. Africa.

During the fighting for Cattennuova the E Surreyscaptured a German Officer and in hispossession they
found the whole German plan of future operationsin Scily and it specified that Centuripe wasthe hinge
pin and had to be held at allcostsand ended with the wordsthat "No German Soldierwasto be
embarked finally from Scily unlesshe wasin possession of hispersonal fire arms".

Until thisplace wastaken it wasnot possible for Recce to operate, so once again the PBlhad the job of

taking thisold fortresstown perched on the top of a razorbacked ridge and, in addition it wasdefended
by the Herman Géring Div. and the 3rd Para. Regt. who were no mean adversariesand also the road up
wasthe usual zig-zag commanded by the town above.

The Divisonal Commanderdecided that the attack should go in quickly and some of the Infantry would
be using a Mule track using the requisitioned animalswhilst other unitswere assigned to the road route.

From on the spot reportsthe following information hasbeen gained - "The Barrage opened up at 1800 hrs
and by 1930 hrsthe heavily laden infantry were seen moving into position and thisattack finally went in at
0100 hrsthe following morning and by 0230 hrs. "A" Sgdn. were given ordersby RHQ to move up the road
behind the Argyle and Sutherland Highlanders. Sowly the lead car of No.6 troop picked itsway along the
road, the attack had gone welland the Sgdn. Commanderwasheard to say "Thank God' and the heavy
ARCstook on the remainder of the German rearguard. The enemy immediately reacted by shelling the
town and the Troop had to take cover, some carsmoving into firing positions. By early morning the lead
troop wasthrough the town and on the road to Adrano but soon the first two carswere hit by enemy 88
mm. gunsthusblocking the road, allof which wasunderobservation from an escarpment. The Assault
Troop wasordered forward to observe and laterreported the enemy gun position which wasimmediately
dealt with by the Gunners. The Troop again moved forward fora mile or so when three Bren Carrierswere
hit and so the crewswent to ground in a bend in the road and did a foot Recce to spot the gunsand
these were subsequently dealt with.

By evening the Sgdn. had advanced some 8 milesto the River Smento and the bridge wasfound to be a
pile of rubble and the REswere called forward to deal with thismatter. The enemy reacted quickly to the
arrival of a Bull-dozer and poured withering fire on to them and in addition for first time they experienced
fire from the Multi-Barrelled Mortarwhich wasimmediately nick-named the "Moaning Minnie" due to the
noise which both the firing and the Bombscreated, luckily thisnew weapon wasnot so accurate asthe
single barrelled variety but it did make one nervousuntilyou became more used to the noise.

However, the REssucceeded in getting a Bailey Bridge into position and subsequently Recce moved in
the direction of Adrano but when only a few hundred yardsshort of the town, the lead carwasknocked
out asa result hitting a double bank of Teller Mines. Heavy ARC'scarried on through the town to the cross
roadswhere they stopped before handing overto another Sgqdn. aswe only had one road on which to
advance"

Thereafterthe same sort of happeningswith other Sgdns. ie the enemy stubbornly resisting any forward
movement, plusmines, mortars, MG fire plusthe usual 88 mm."C" &dn. had a period when approaching a
town and the patrolwasfired on and two Regimental Officers, Lts. Weeksand Mitchell distinguished
themselvesby rescuing wounded personnelunder fire, the carswere subsequently withdrawn to allow a
heavy attackto go in to deal with the situation.

The lower slopesof Mt. Eina consist of milesof hard rough and rocky surface; plenty of hard black lava
and through thisinhogpitable landscape ran a one tracktarmac road hedged in by two solid stone walls
without any gatesorentrances. Because of thisthe artillery had to break down wallsto get theirgunsinto
postion and it wasremarkable that despite these problemsall requestsforsupport were answered. Also
due to the type of ground it wasnot possible forthe Gunnersto dig slit trenchesfortheirown protection,
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when the enemy started to retaliate. Casualtieswere caused to them both by shrapnel and flying pieces
of lava which themselvescreated woundsasbad asthe flying metal.

August 9th saw "B" Sgdn. clearing the high ground of the rugged lava dopes, latera well sted enemy SP
gun knocked out 3 Recce carsjust short of Macherone and laterthe Sgdn. washeld up by mineson the
road. Assome of the carrierswere going forward to clearthe minesone of them blew up on a mine at the
roadside where the ARC'swere standing. Not long afterthisepisode contact the 9th U.S Division who
came in from the coastalroad. The junction of the two Divisionsresulted in the sealing off of the enemy in
the Messina peninsula.

Due to the heavy damage caused by bombing etc Recce were unable to move forward and no longer
had an active role to play although the PBIl, asusual still had to carryon but luckily by the 13th August the
Division passed into reserve and 3 dayslaterthe UStroopsentered Messina and it wasall over.

However, the Div. Attillery stillhad workto do and they moved up into concealed postionsbeside the
Sraitsof Messina ready to put up a barrage forthe landingslateron the toe of Italy by the 5th Div. and the
Canadians. Meanwhile the 78th Div. had been transferred backto the5 Corpsunder which it served in N.
Africa. The Divison had been severely tested, not only operationally but also administratively and had
earned tributesfrom the Commandersof higher formationsthat were more than mere phrases. Gen.
Montgomery wrote to say that "He thought the Division had added to itsN. African reputation”and the
Commanderof 30 Corps(Gen. Leese) sent hiscongratulationson the Div's "Magnificent fighting".

The Regiment took the opportunity of a couple of weeksrest in and nearthe small seaside resort of
Gioioso Marea with daily dipsin the briny but little did we know what wasin store foruson the mainland
and more especially how many good friendswe would lose on the long journey up ltaly.

"Yourrequest for storiesleadsme to recallan even that | have often told friendsand isalwaysregarded as
bit of a laugh, but could have had tragic resultsfor me,Iwonderif any of the ladsrecallwhen Iblew the
latrine to pieceswhen we were based at Giosea Marea on the north coast of Scily in August 1943."

"We were camped in a pomegranate grove close to the beach and when Iwent to use the latrine some
kind person had propped the lid open;consequently there wasjust a mass of flies. So, without thinking, |
went and got an empty cigarette tin, filled it with petrol and tipped some into the latrine. By the time I had
found a match, the petrol had well and truly vaporised. The resultant explosion afterthrowing in the
lighted match wasterrific, the wooden seat disintegrated into matchwood, the hessian screen was
flattened, and your'struly washurled through the airsome yardsaway, minuseyebrows, eyelashesand
the stubble on my head, which Icalled my hair. My eyes, nose hairand earswere filled with all sorts of
indescribable matter. Iwasstretchered off to the nearest hospital, where lThad my stomach pumped out
and the burnsattended to. Iwasin hospital for 48 hoursand the doctortold me that if the ground where
the latrine had been dug had been firmerinstead of sandy soil, the result might have been more
concentrated and lethal"

"l'have often wondered that had Ibeen in the American Army, what the citation forthe Purple Heart
would have read."

ltaly

Afterthe seaside rest we moved into Messina and once more made ouracquaintance with the LSTsfor
the short trip acrossthe Sraitsof Messna and we landed on the 9th Septembera few daysafterthe
original landings.

"B"Sgdn. had the job of leading along the road from Reggio Calabria in a N.E. direction towardsCrotone
and then on to Taranto followed by Bari and Barletta, by thistime the force then called "A"force, was
expanded by the addition of the Royals, 3rd County of London Yeo, Kensingtons, 17th Feld Regt, 64th
Anti-Tank, 237 Feld Coy. Two Para Sgdn. REstogether with the Airborne Recce Sdn. (laterto be involved
inthe Arnhem episode) and the whole force wasable to push ahead against some resistance in the
general direction of Foggia with itsairfields.
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Within hoursof arriving at Foggia a lorry containing a party of Germansarrived during the hoursof
darknessand were allpromptly taken prisoner.

The next morning two troopsof "C" Sgdn. continued to advance and a troop undercommand of Lt.
Croucherplus2 Para Engineerstook the inland route whilst anothertroop kept to the coastal route. Lt.
Croucher'stroop travelled in a semi-circle and whilst in a smalltown square being mobbed by the localsa
shout went up "Tedeschi". It turned out to be a Motor-cycle combination manned by three Germansand
aftera burst of fire from the Troop one wascaptured and the remaining two managed to evade capture
by running into the trees. The REssaid of thisepisode, their first patrol, "Sod thislark out here allon ourown™
These REshad done some excellent mine clearing work that day and Bill Croucher said that "thisbeing our
first long patrolwithout any support orradio contact did not impressanyone on that patrol!"

Asthe unit moved forward in a Northerly direction the resistance increased again with the usual mines,
Machine Gunsand Anti-Tank gunsbeing in evidence and by the time we arrived nearto Serricapriola it
wasnot possible forthe Regt. to move forward and so we had to await the arrival of the remainder of the
Division. So on October 1st the Northantsmoved into position to attack the town supported by Recce and
tanks, once the tanksmoved forward loud explosionswere heard and a pallof snoke appeared overthe
town and it appeared that the enemy had been going through the motionsand withdrawing whilst
destroying anything of value.

S a few hoursafterthe commencement of the attack the inhabitantswere mobbing everyone but
unfortunately opening a booby-trapped doorkiled one Recce man and he wasburied at the roadside
just outside the townsnorthern exit.

Thissort of attack wasto be the trend of thingsto come in ltaly, ie crossa river, capture a village ortown
then a hillora mountain.

We then moved up in the direction of Campomarino and on acrosstowardsa place called Termoli, a
name that would subsequently be engraved on many Recce people'smemory.

It wasonly at thistime that the 8th Army'sintelligence sourcesconfidently stated that the only enemy in
front wasa Para. Div. but they also admitted that they were not sure of the whereaboutsof the I16th Panzer
Div.

The Irish Brigade, at thistime wasstillat Bariand they were to be brought forward by the Royal Navy,
meanwhile two Commandosof the Soecial Service Brigade had been landed and 11 Brigade were to join
up with them after crossing the Biferno and so the stage wasset, but what followed wascompletely
unexpected. 11 Troop ("B' Sgdn.) moved overthe Biferno to have a look around and after making contact
and passing through the Commandosthey moved forward forsome time when along came a Motor
cyclist and he wasimmediately "Bagged", then came the surprise - he wasfrom the missing 16th Panzers
and he confirmed that this Divison had been travelling by night, fora 48 hour period - thisnewswas
immediately imparted to the Divisonal General.

The capture of the cyclist had improved caution and they moved off again but a few milesfurther on the
lead carstopped to observe German infantry lining up fora meal. Thissight delighted the Gunner FOO
who had been travelling with the Troop and he immediately "put hisguns'on the target with the net result
that the enemy had some casualtiesbut asusualthey reacted very quickly with shelland mortar fire. In
view of the possibility of encirclement they being far forward on theirown, the Troop wasordered to return
but unluckily not without the lossof one Sergeant.

The move backwasone of some 6 milesto the brickworksin front of the town of Termoliand it washere
that they joined otherunitswhich had crossed the river, these were the Argyles, Royal W. Kentsand the
Commandos. Gradually underconstant pressure from the Panzerssmall withdrawalshad to be made, but
due to the fact that the Bailey Bridge had been damaged it wasnot possble to move any reinforcements
forward to assist, and the stuation, to say the least wasbecoming critical asenemy tanksand infantry
were constantly probing forward.
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At thistime an Infantry Colonel decided that one particular position should be abandoned but Tpr. lves
(Assault Troop) refused and single handed he manned a Gun and took on German Tanks until hisgun
received a direct hit and he waskilled. Several other personnel from Recce were killed including the SSM
of the Sgdn. and in addition the FOO and several otherswere wounded. Luckily the Bridge had by now
beenrepaired and reinforcementsarrived. It became necessary to get the Recce vehiclesback, so to
avoid the enemy being aroused by the subsequent noise, wasarranged that the Gunnersshould fire to
"coverup"any noise made. Whilst thiswasin progressthe Irish Brigade wasbeing landed and went into
immediate action gradually drove the enemy back.

From then onwards, it wasa matter of slogging one'sway up the length of Italy, with only one really good
road on the 8th Army front and it wasthe case of one riverafteranotherto crossmany of which had
blown bridgesand the then second rate railway wasshattered.

By now the weatherhad changed, snow wason the Appeninesand it wasa colderand harderwinter
than any one had expected. Greatcoats, mufflersand jerkinswere soon in evidence; sometimeswe even
had a Rum Ration. Gallant fighting at Montecilfone by one Sgdn. wasrecorded and also another Sgdn.
helped in the capture of Montenero.

San Salvo wasone of the townsnext on thisroute and it washere that ourown planesattacked the
Infantry fora time causing several casualties. An attack wasput in towards Vasto and the force wasmade
up of the RW Kents, 50 RTR, The Argylesand the N'Hantsand it waswhilst thisaction wasin progressthat
the Northantsunfortunately lost their Anti-Tank platoon whilst under heavy MG fire, meanwhile Recce
entered Vasto with the RW Kents.

It wasnoted that the enemy prepared defence positionsforboth Cupello and Vasto but theirwithdrawal
had been made more quickly than he had anticipated due to the weight of our artillery and the steady
advance of the infantry and by the 9th Novemberthe Lanc. Fusiliersand the E Surreyswere on the
Southern bank of the River Sangro looking acrossto the enemy postionswhich he now held on the high
ground.

Riversin ltaly are quite different in width summer and winterand now the riverwassome 400 feet across
and at thistime all patrolsgoing overit were controlled by one officer from the Infantry, the first prisoners
taken were found to be from the 65th Infantry and the 16th Panzers. The constant rain made the rivera
fast running one and during thistime it wasnot possible to get men overon patrol, the enemy took the
opportunity to lay more and more minesso that any attack would need a large amount of mine
clearance.

The Divisional General ordered an attackto be made, the force to be made up of one Company from
each of the 3 Battalionsof the 36th Bde. They waded acrossbut lost officersand men on the newly sown
minesand also asa result of attacksfrom three sdes. An additional attack wasputin by 11 Bde plusthe
2/60th from the 4th Div.They had a very hard time having to exist in wet clothesand without any hot food
and, in addition it wasnot possible to get support weaponsacrossto assist.

Allthistime the magnificent REshad been busy with theirbridge building and they had seen theirbridge
washed away and had built it again but no wordscould expressthe way in which these men worked
under shell-fire etc to try and help get acrossthisriver. Fartherdown the river much use wasmade of the
DUKW'sto ferry suppliesoverthe riverto assist those who had a foothold on the Northern bank.

A further attack wasplanned to be undertaken thistime by the 8th Ind. Div. but they ran into trouble when
the leading troopsgot into the vilage of Mozzagrogna where they came up against lamethrowersforthe
first time and the attack faded out.

78th Div. Commanderthen decided that the Irish Bde should be put in to attack thisplace. Luckily asthe

weatherhad improved, it waspossble to have tanksin support and the enemy wassurprisesd when a
creeping barrage wasput down with the tanksfollowing and the infantry keeping up close behind.
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Just afternoon on the 30th November 1943, the Sangro line had been broken but unfortunately the
excitement of thiswin wasplayed down by the newsthat the Divison mourned the loss of "Swifty" Howlett
the 36th Bde Commanderwho

had been killed whilst visiting hisforward troops.

At thistime we had a change of Div. CommanderasGen. Evelegh wassucceeded by Gen. Charles
Keightley from the 6th Arm'd Div whom we had known backin N. Africa so we had another friend at the
helm.

The Division wastired asa result of almost continuousaction from November 1942 during which time the
infantry had been having heavy losses, asan example the Argyleshad lost 156 Officersand around 1000
in that period and the Buffshad only a few of their "originals” left.

It wasdecided to move the Division out of the line fora rest at Campobasso but unfortunately "C" Sdn.
were still left behind asthey were involved in Recce dutiesexploiting towards S Vito and had a hard time.
They were however able to join uslaterin the rest area, afterbeing relieved by the 1st Canadian Div. on
December 9th:

The Canadianshad been using these rest facilitiesbefore relieving our Div. but "C" Sqgdn. were only able to
have a short time there before the Div. wasassigned to take overanother sector, thistime in the
mountains.

Thistime we were to be responsible fora 15 mile front stretching from Vastogiradi, through S Pietro and on
to Pescopenetaro and thisarea experienced a very severe winter with snow driftscontinually blocking
roads, violent blizzardsand Dakota Air Transport supplied isolated troopsof the Regt. many skipatrolswere
out,a new experience forallthose concemed.

Two Recce personnel were attached to the Polish Commandosin Pescopenetaro forliaison work and
luckily forallconcerned in thisvillage, some ltalianscame overand gave information to the effect that
the enemy would be making an attack on the positionsthat night. The Poles, everready foraction, made
immediate arrangementsto give them a good reception, the FOO had changed that very day and had
been unable to register any targets. About mid-night the "visitors" arrived and were warmly welcomed,
they managed to get fairly close! so the Polespromptly requested that the Gunnersbring the fire in even
closer so that shellswere only just skimming the roofswith the result that the enemy decided he had had
enough and decided to retreat. Many thankswere due to the FO0 and hisradio operatorwho had all our
livesin hishandsthat night.

"B"Sgdn spent Xmasin Capracotta and managed to find platesand cutlery in some of the housesand we
even had some table clothswhich made our Xmasfarmore palatable.

Towardsthe end of February the regiment wasrelieved by the Podolski Lancers-the Recce Regt. of the
3rd Carpathian Div. who had those nice heavy Saghounds, and we then made ourway being the 5th
Army front.

Due to the delay in getting away from the mountainssome of the Division'sInfantry wasalready in the line
under Command of the 5th Army, but meanwhile there wasa session of training and we came under the
immediate command of the 2nd NZ Div (Lt. Gen. Freyberg VC).

Early in March the 5th Army sectorwasmoved further south and we reverted to the 8th Army asit was
intended that an assault be made on Cassino by the 8th Ind. Div with the 78th Div taking the lead after the
breakthrough . Prior to thisattack there wasto be a heavy airattack on the town and Monastery, which
wasexpected to be the heaviest so far. Unfortunately it had the reverse effect, leaving the roadsin such a
bad condition that tankscould not assist in any way. It had been expected that the airattack would
neutralise the enemy activity and asa result defence wasexpected to be light however, the enemy had
been able to feed reinforcementsinto theirdefence positionsvia tunnelsand in addition it wasfound that
some enemy tankshad been walled up in housesmaking them into strong points.
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A Recce signal Section wassent to BDEHQ at Mignano forsome reason, but we knew not what, it was
only assumed that it wassomething to do with traffic control once the attack started but asattack failed
we were no longerrequired and retumed to the Unit.

Whilst some had been lazing at Bde HQ othersof the Recce had not been so lucky asthey had been put
in the line to relieve the PBl. They really had a hairraising time, having to exist in Sangars (to the uninitiated
thistype of "shelter"isused where the ground istoo hard to dig and so one hasto build a wallaround
oneself to get protection).You can wellimagine that when in a position of thisnature it isnot possble to go
to the toilet and so the "heavier'needsof nature have to be performed during the hoursof darkness
otherwise one got short shrift from the enemy. There isone story of one of our Officerswho decided that
he wanted to "go"just priorto daylight breaking but he soon had to jump backinto the sangarwith his
trousers still in the down position. Suppliesof alltypeshad to be taken forward by jeep to a forward point
where they were split into packsfor mulesto take forward later due to the position of certain unitsit; was
only possible to get suppliesthere by man handling them into place.

The rocky nature of thisarea caused a considerable number of head injuriesdue to flying rock and shell
fragmentsand in consequence a, forward hospital wasset up to deal promptly with woundsof thistype,
so once again we to thank the RAMC for their effortsin thisrespect.

Asresult of the failure of the attack the net result wasthe lossof 1316 men of the NZDiv and the Indians
3000 men. Despite thiswe stillhad another 6 weeksin the area untilthe whole of the Division wasagain
relieved by the Poleswho were getting into position fora new attack. The whole period of two monthsin
thisarea up to then had been the dreariest and certainly the most unhappy in the Division's history
especially asthe lossesand hardshipshad been to no purpose.

The Capua area wasa paradise compared with Cassino and we had to get used to ordinary thingslike
the song of a bird and we had the additional pleasure of hearing English women 'svoicesin the nearby
town of Caserta, which at the time wasan

Army HQ.

May 1st found the Division undergoing variousexercisesforthe future attack in which we were to play a
role. The attack went in on May 11th with the 4th and 8th Indian divisonsleading and ourjob wasto
exploit once thingshad settled and we were to have the Arm'd Brigade alongside and the Canadian,
then in Corpsreserve, were to be with us. On May 14th the Regt. wastold to move forward to the main
base at Mignano, allthe area forward of thisplace wascovered with smoke to screen the activitiesfrom
the enemy in the Monastery.

The Division'sfirst attack went in the next day and there were several actsof bravery by infantry personnel
including one by Fus. Jefferson who single handed tookon a German tank with a PIAT, and asresult of this
action he wasawarded the VC which wasthe third gained by the Division.

Frosinone wasthe first major objective to be entered by the Regiment in thisadvance afterit had passed
through Castrocielo, Roccasecca, Arce, Ceprano and Madonna. The push continued N and NW of
Frosinone but on the 3rd May the Regiment wasrelieved and then prepared to move NW to the Sector N.
of Rome which had by then been taken by the5th Army.

The Americanshad made a surprisingly rapid advance on the coastal sector, having taken fulladvantage
of the 8th Army'sattackto join up with the Anzio forces. By the 8th June the Regiment wasin a
concentration area N. of Rome and on the 10th in a fresh Recce role it advanced via Civita Castellana,
Fabrica di Roma, Vallerano, Soriano, Graffignana and Orvieto one of ltaly'sfamouswine areas

It wasat thistime that Recce had a spectacularrun asthey then had undercommand a small force
consisting of a Squadron of the Warwickshire Yeomanry, "A" Company of the RIF, two troopsof the 315
Anti-tanks, a Battery of the 17th Feld Regt. and a detachment of the 237, Feld Sgqdn REs. The main body
wasresponsble forthe protection of the S Africansadvancing along the W. Bank of the River Tiber whilst
"A"Sdn wason the otherside where the advance wasslower.
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In the advance from Orvieto to the shoresof Lake Trasmeno the Regiment killed 1115 enemy, took 121
prisonerscaptured ordestroyed 26 gunsof over 26 mm. capacity, 55 machine guns, plusassorted vehicles
including one lorry load of French Brandy and sweets. (Where did it allgo to?).

The movement forward continued and it wasat thistime that the Div. Commander had a lucky escape
whilst visiting the Buffswhen a sniper'sbullet shattered hisfield glasseswith a single shot. Lake Trasimeno
wasin sight but we dtillhad some way to go and resisstance wasincreasing, the PBl had asusualtaken
heavy lossesand in some casesthe companieswere down to one third strength.

Recce had by now been returned to undercommand of the Division and reported that the enemy were
showing signsof withdrawing from Castilione de Lago. A patrolunderthe command of Capt. Lampard
wasordered forward to capture a house short of thistown and on the way they commenced to remove
minesand were fired on but a Troop supporting them moved forward to the house and found that it had
just been evacuated. The following moming a Sgdn. moved forward towardsthe town, lifted more mines
on the way and on entering the town found that the enemy had evacuated the place."A" Sgdn. went on
through the town and continued North and by the afternoon of the 7th June with 8 Troop on the Right and
7 Troop on the left when Lt. Ridley (8 Troop) took an enemy patrol by surprise kiling 8 and wounding 6
whilst the remainderdisappeared into the corn. On arrival at the next vilage they were told that the
enemy had only left some half an hourbefore, afterthe inevitable glassof Vino, 8 Troop continued for
another4 milesbefore they found themselvesin the middle of a German Company area. Here a small
battle developed and a Sgt. wasbadly wounded by a Schmeisser which had rendered hisARC powerless.
The fire had been coming from an upperwindow so another ARC moved forward and silenced the person
fiing and rescued the Sgt. Whilst thisaction wasin progressthe sound of their support tanksof the
Warwickshire Yeo moving in to their assistance wasmusic to theirears.

Around thistime the newscame through that the hard pressed Division wasto be relieved and go to
Egypt for a long redt, refit and retraining period.

But in the meantime the Regiment wasstilladvancing along the railway, hammered by SP Gunsday and
night and having to make diversonsdue to enemy "removals' of variousbridges. Finally Recce wasthe last
unit of the Division to be relieved and by the 4th July the whole of the Div. wasout of the line having
handed overto ourold friendsthe 6th Armd Division.

What a pleasure it wasto be away from all that Shot and shellatmosphere up North. We gradually got

accustomed to a more peacefultype of existence and in addition were able to get a good nightssleep
aswe were now back near Rome staying at Tivoli. A few daysafterarriving we had the usual G. 1098 Kit
checkso a lot of excessequipment wasdisposed of very quickly, wonderif it wasalldug we left the site

Whilst there we had the chance to visit Rome and visit &. Petersand otherplacesof interest, some of the
Irish Brigade took the opportunity to see the Pope and pay theirrespects. We were allready on the 14th.
July and commenced to march down the road to Rome Sation passing the 44th Recce who were on
theirway up to take overourvehicles.

Egypt

By the 17th July we had departed from Taranto on oursecond trip acrossthe Med, thistime to Alexandria
where we took the train for ourjourney to Quassassin Camp. The place subsequently turned out to be way
out in the desert and massof white tentsalongside Polish personnel who were arriving from allcomers.
Although being "out of the way it waswell served with a NAAH, cinema and most welcome showersand
washing facilitiesand we could even get our KD washed and ironed if we so desired ,

We had of course to get used to the heat which wasusually in the region of 100 degree’sF. Allone
wanted to do at thisstage wasto lay on one'sbed and sweat. Very soon leave available fora few daysin
Cairo orlsmalia. It wasquite an experience to visit Cairo and take the opportunity to visit the Pyramidsand
the Sohinx. Bananasand cream became a very popularitem at Groppi'sin the centre of Cairo
(Rememberthat Bananasat thistime were few and farbetween in the UK) also if one wished it was
possble to use the facilitiesof the swimming pool at Heliopolisnearthe RAFplace, but never, nevertake a
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dip in the "Sveet Water Canal" (That wasan order otherwise one would be in seriousmedical trouble due
to a particulartype of wire worm).

One thing we learned in Cairo wasthe term to be "Gipped"and laterthe Cairo shopkeepersetc were to
learn that we would not take that laying down. Due to the large amount of "light fingered merchants'in
thistown it became an orderthat ourpay booksbe retained on ourperson by the addition of string
around ournecksattached to the book.

The original intention had been that we were to rest and then go to Palestine fora furthertwo months
training but thiswasnot to be asa request wasreceived for the Division to return to ltaly, thisbeing due to
the fact that the tough resistance in the Gothic Line plusthe transfer of unitsto the Second Font had
created a shortage of manpowerand so we were soon to be on ourway back.

Recce had been allocated 28 new American Greyhound Arm'd cars (M8's) to replace 16 of our heavies
previously held, modificationswere put into effect at once including the usual addition of sandbagsto
reinforce the thin floorsagainst mine damage. Priorto the move backto ltaly the Div. Boysdecided to
give the Cairo shopkeepersa lesson overthe pricescharged and they went to town" causing some £3000
worth of damage but even then they probably overcharged forthe damage. New Bren Carrierswere also
collected from the massive ordnance dump at Tel e Kebirand it wasnoticed that thisdump was
surrounded by a double barbed wire fence which wasmined to prevent intrusion by the Arabs.

ltaly Again

By mid Septemberwe were back again on ltalian soil at Taranto and then forthe first time since we had
left the UKin October 1942 we were equipped to the full G.I098 standard and the effectsof thiswere to be
very welcome lateron in the yearwhen the weatherreally tured cold and wet .

Just priorto ourleaving Egypt the newswaspassed on that we were to lose ourcurrent Div. Commander
ashe been promoted to Command the 5th Corpsbut ourpathswere to crosslater on. Meanwhile Brig.
Arbuthnott wasput in temporary command, and wasconfirmed in hisappointment lateron and
promoted to Major Gen. During histour he never spared himself in1 hiseffortsto look after the needsof his
divison. The subsequent arrival back in ltaly meant a distinct change in the temperature and we now had
to get used to Battledressagain and aftera few daysof getting ourselvessorted out we started our move
north with Recce leading the Division.

The journey North took three daysand it brought back many memorieswhen we passed through places
like Termoliand the RiversSangro and Trigno with our final destination being Fano some 40 miles South of
Rimini.

It had been the intention for the Division to move forward on the 4th Octoberbut only two hoursbefore
thismove time we were told that thishad been cancelled and we were now to come under Command of
13 Corpson the Right of the 5th Army. Due to the swiftnessof the move it wasall carried out entirely under
verbalordersand our ever efficient Divisonal Military Police made an excellent job of moving wellahead
and signposting the route so that all We had to do wasto follow the Battleaxe sign. Thismove wascarried
out in the pouring rain and it meant some 36 hoursof continuousdriving over mountain roadswith all
available crewstaking tumswith the normal driverto give him a rest.

Afterdaylight dawned we stopped fora few hourson the road on the edge of the old walled city of Assissi
and some of the crewsmanaged to pay a fleeting visit to the town. After thisshort stop we moved NW to
the Divisonal concentration area at Scarperia where the Regiment remained the 19th Octoberwhen the
vehicleswere left behind and most of the crewsmoved into the line area in 3 Tonnersto relieve the sorely
pressed infantry. General Alexanderreported to have said that he wasgiving hislast fresh Division to
reinforce the 13th Corpsin the 5th Army. The Irish Brigade had already been in the line since the 5th
Octoberand the Division had relieved the 88th U.S Division astride the Imola road just North of Castel del
Rio. South of thisvillage the enemy had destroyed a long viaduct and in consequence the Divisional
Engineerswere given the job of building a bridge, which turned out to be the highest Bailey Bridge then in
existence and it really wasa marvellouspiece of engineering when completed. (Again a first for the
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Division). Thiswasto replace a diversion which the Americanshad been using, however when finished due
to itsheight it wasnot possible to move more than one Battalion overperday asthe vibrationsset up by
wheel chainsthreatened to have the bridge down and in consequence allthe vehicleshad to remove
theirchainsbefore passing overit

The area itself had neverhad the amount of traffic the past and the roadsand trackssoon became a
massof liquid mud and were only passable with four wheel drive vehicles. At one stage it became
necessary to obtain thistype of vehicle and they were loaned from the Americansin exchange for Bottles
of Rum and Whiskey - something which they neverseemed to be able to obtain from theirown sources-
Lucky for us.

Gun postionshad to be chosen very carefully with the idea that at a latertime the gunswould be able to
be removed, at thistime Airphotosof enemy areaswere issued to the Gunnersto enable them to be able
to give support fire when called upon.

Secial mention must be made at thisstage of the work put in by the Air O.PCommander Capt. Bernstein
DFC whose aircraft took off in all weathersneverknowing if they would be able to land when returning.

Asmentioned earlierwe moved into the line on our flat feet and little did we know what wasahead of us.
We were to make the personal acquaintance of placeswith nameslike Gesso, Pieve, Spadura,
Acqua.Salata, Sinello, Salara etc and also to get used to Rain, Show, Mud, Ice and to sleep in "Divis".
Throughout allthese conditionsand despite being laterissued with seeping bagswe were not allowed to
remove our Boots.

Housesorwhat wasleft of them and more especially those with a normalcommonplace roof smply did
not exist up forward, so we just had to make do with any sort of coverifit could be found and there wasn't
much chance of that happening.

Just behind the main line in the valley a few houseshad been left standing complete with roofs, so these
were put to use asa rest site when we were lucky enough to get a day or so out of the line. Here allwere
packed into any space like sardinesbut did not worry about thislittle matter aslie had the roof Overour
headseven if only fora couple of nights.

Assoon asthisshort period of rest wasoverwe made ourway backto the dlit trenchesand, even if they
were half fullof waterthey were most welcome if Jerry decided to have a shot at us. The Army Greatcoat
soon became a solid massof mud forsome 6 to 9" from the bottom but the GasCape came in most useful
asa waterproof overthe top of the Greatcoat.

Gradually the weatherchanged to Show and we were issued with winter kit consisting of Long Johns,
Sring Vests, Thick Pullovers, Vests- heavy type, extra socksto replace those that had been soaked for so
long, Windproof trousersand Jacketsmade from Denim together with White Camouflage trousersand
jacketsso that we merged with the background.

In view of the fact that we had been in these positionsforsome time it wasdecided by the "Higher-ups"
that a Mobile bath unit should be set up some 3/4 milesbehind usand so we made ourway in small
partiesto partake of their facilitiesand at the same time get a change of under-clothesand socksif they
were available. Thinking about thisyearslaterone wonderswhy we did not catch all sortsof complaintsas
we had to strip off in one tent and then run "Sarkers"acrossthe snow to the othertent forthe showerand
then make the return journey to get dried and dressed and subsequently return to our "positions'and get
dirty alloveragain.

During allthistime those patient animals, the Mules, were employed bringing up allthe essentialsto usie
food, ammunition, petrol (for cooking) etc. and sometimestaking back the wounded fortreatment and
even the bodiesof those who had been killed in action.

Underthese conditionsit wasobviously essential that we get hot food etc. and so a novel way of
producing flame for cooking purposeswasdeveloped and it wascalled a "Polish Burner". It consisted of a
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4 Gallon Jerry can into which waspoured some 3inchesof petrol, a 60 cigarette can tin wasplaced
below thiscan and set alight. The largercan had been pierced in the side just above the petrollevel. The
heat produced by the flame had the effect of producing a vapourwhich made itsexit through the side
hole and this, when lit, produced a flame some 9 inchesin length with plenty of heat. There were however
some dire resultsdue to the large can exploding resulting in injuriesto those in the immediate vicinity

AsXmaswasapproaching it wasdecided that everyone where possble, should come out of the line to
have the usual Xmasfare and so 50%came out and had it on the day and then returned allowing the
remainderto also have theirmealin peace.

Inevitably the New Year arrived and the usualrumoursthat we were to be relieved, thistime it did not
come into effect untilsome 6/7 weekslater

At thistime we had a Troop with the task of holding a house some 3/4 mile in front of the main positions
and one night the telephone line wasfound to be out of orderprobably asresult of enemy mortaring etc.
A signallerwastherefore detailed, together with one of the Officersbatmen to protect him whilst working,
to repairthisfault. The only way to find the break wasto smply pick up the line in the hand and follow it
along; checking in now and then to ensure it was OKthusfar until such time asthe break waslocated. The
difficulty then wasto find the otherbroken end, bearing in mind that it had been broken in the past and
therefore several "ends"would be laying around. The only way wasto enterthe forward house, but
ensuring that you did not get shot asthey may have assumed that you were an enemy patrol. Once there
you would easily find the end and then it wasa question of working back to the break repairing and
"praise be"the line wasbackin working orderagain. The return journey wasmade again using the line as
a guide thusensuring that one did not fall foul of any mines, booby trapsetc.

Just priorto ourrelief in February 1945 No. 12 Troop ("B" Sgdn.) wasin thisforward house and the following is
a description of what happened that night, the report isby Tom Blease who wasthere at the time.

"l'wasa member of "B"Sgdn. on the night of a German attack on Casa Salara on the 4th February. We
were on Spadura Rdge and were ordered to "Sand to"asenemy soldiershad approached our positions
to our front. If Iremember correctly the orderswere given to observe but not to engage. That evening 4th
February Lt. Pickard took out a patrolwhich lwasin and ourorderswere to go asfaraspossble to the first
pimple;thiswasone of three to our front. Meeting no opposition, we withdrew after waiting forabout a
quarterof an hour.

On the evening of the 5th February we relieved the troop already in "Casa Salara”"where our stay wasto
be for3to 4 days. Iwasin an outhouse just in front the main Casa from 2300 hrsuntil 0100 hrsand wasthen
relieved to return to the house, at approximately 0120 hrsthe enemy mortared the house, Ithink about5
bombsin all hit the house and the ceiling collapsed with every hit. When they had finished their mortaring
they fired a long burst of Spandau which ssemed to takea long time. llay in the rubble and watched the
tracershit the softer stoneson the insde of the building they seemed to take 3to 4 secondsto burn out.

Everything went quiet forsome 5 secondsand a voice in English shouted "Right Boys, out of the house with
yourhandsup". Thisto me wasa bloody insult so Iran up the rubble and gave him half a magazne -there
were two of them. Afterthishe fired a Panzerfaust at ourposition and Iremember seeing a vivid green
flash - what a lovely shade of green it was, it blew me up in the airand llanded in the rubble. I spoke toMr.
Pickard who was hit soon afterthisby a bullet, which he told me about when he retured from hospital.
Although he waswounded in the thigh he conducted the defence of the house and the attackcame in
from the reardoorend of the house nearthe haystackswhere there wasa large gap in the wall.

Iwaswith Cpl &innerwhen three of the enemy appeared from the valley armed with Schmeissers which
they had acrosstheirchests, they made no attempt to fire and retired. W'hat a scared look they had on
theirfaces, maybe we also had the same. | pressed the triggerof my weapon but had an empty
magazine - bad soldiering not counting the number of roundsfired

Eventually the attack died out aswe kept up a good rate of fire. There issomething Irememberabout this
attack-an enemy soldier waskilled in the doorway, an Obergeifrieter (L/Cpl) and he had been armed
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with a weapon which I had not seen before, thiswaslike a short rifle with a bayonet folded underneath
the barreland a banana shaped magazne and light coloured woodwork. Igave it to someone who was
going back with our casualtiesto give to Major Goode, Iwonderif he got it?

The other people with me in the Casa were Lt. Pickard, Sgt. Glynn, Tor Haddock the radio operator, Cpl.
Sinner, L/Cpl. Preen MM, Tprs. Massen, Rhodesand Balchin and Cpl. Ratcliffe, there may have been
otherswho Icannot recall. Igave thisaccount to Col. Chavasse when I returned to the main "Sadura
Ridge".

Bill Croucher, wasin "C" Sqdn. at thistime, said that he remembersthisincident asit washis Troop that
subsequently relieved 12 Troop. Bill also recallsthe night when two membersof "A" Sgdn. were captured
from theirtrench very shortly before the above attack, they vanished without trace complete with their
Bren Gun.

Finally late in February 1945 we were relieved by an Indian Division and we were only too pleased to hand
overourpositionswhich we had been in and around forsome 4 months, although luckily foruswe had not
been used for attacking purposesasthe PBIl, asusual, had that lousy job

The weatherhad gradually been improving so that the time we came out of "them there hills"the ground
somewhat harderand we moved to the flat area at Castilione di Ravenna to settle down fora period
and get ourselvesbackinto much cleaner state.

However, ourenjoyment at being "out"wasovershadowed by the newsthat our Colonelwasto be
promoted and we duly paraded to say a fond farewell to the man who had been looking afterusall
those yearssince we had first met in Colchester. It should be recorded that at one stage in ltaly when we
were moving forward the Colonel wasseverely criticised by the "Higher-ups'for not driving forward in our
thin skinned vehiclesagainst SP gunsand heavy attillery fire, which would have written off the Regiment.
The Colonelremembersthe farewell dinner which the Officersgave him etc. detailsat the end - Luckily for
uswe were not to have a stranger at the helm asMajor Hartland Mahon waspromoted in hisplace from
"B"Sqdn.

After 3 weeksin thisarea during which time the Div had been training with new typesof equipment the Div
relieved the 56th Div and we moved into the line, again asinfantry being assigned an area 5 milesN and
SW of Cottignola and we were to stay in thisarea until such timesasthe plansforthe last major offensive
were perfected. Forward postionswere in the Hood bankswhich were 25 feet high and 10 feet wide at
the top and the had control of allthe West Bank of the River Senio, in some casespositionsof the enemy
and ourselveswere only 10 yardsapart.

The greatest activity on both sdeswasat night when large amountsof ammunition wasused, daytime
being comparatively quiet but care had to be taken during daylighthoursdue to sniper activity. Recce
wasunlucky aswithin an hour of taking overone position they were attacked by the enemy who threw
grenadesinto the position, thislasted only fora short while, but in thisshort space of time Recce lost 3
kiled, 4 wounded and 5 taken prisoner. The smalldug-out containing Troop HQ had collapsed, the Troop
leaderand gt. were suffering from Phosphorousbumsand subsequently Sgt. Cronin dug out the radio
and re-established communication with Sgdn. HQ and asresult of thiswasawarded the DCM. Thisaction
wasseen by Sgdn. HQ but unfortunately there wasnothing that could be done to assist asit would have
meant that ourown personnel would have been eitherkilled orinjured. A furtheraward wasmade to
L/Cpl. Duffy, the Sgdn. Medical orderly, of the MM for going out in daylight with a small party underthe
Red CrossHag to give aid to the wounded and bring them backto Sgdn. HQ fortreatment and then
hospital.

Variouspositionsin the flood bankswere occupied fora period of 4 weeksbut there were no important
changesin the front line except that the enemy wasforced, asfaraspossble, from hispostsin the eastern
bank of the river

The move back from the Senio wasa welcome change even though it meant anotherbout of training,
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the infantry to get used to being carried in Kangaroos (a Sherman Tank chassisequipped to carry troops)
and having to work with Hame throwing Crocodile Tanks, Secial Tanksfor Bridge Building etc. Once the
advance started there were to be no haltsat nightfall asit had been leamnt in the past that thisgave the
enemy the chance to get himself organised with rear-guard parties. Townsand villageson the main route
were to be by-passed and subsequently cut-off, gridded mapswere issued to gunnersthusenabling them
to work out river widthsetc. also the RHA had been equipped with some Self Propelled 25 pounders
(Priests?).

Senio- River Po

The 15th Army Group, consisting of the 5th and 8th Armies, had landed in ltaly in September 1943 and
some15 monthslaterin December 1944 afterlong and bitterwarfare up the whole of ltaly, struggling
acrossnumerousrivers, forcing mountain passes, some 600 mileshad been gained and the front line of the
8th Army wasformed along the River Senio in the plain of Lombardy. From January to April 1944 the two
armieswere engaged in a static warfare asclose and intense asthat in which the two sidesremained
locked in from 1914-1918, stalemate had been reached but by the beginning of April 1945 weather
conditionshad improved sufficiently to allow the Allied offensive to be resumed.

S the Scene wasset forwhat we allhoped wasto be the final offensive in thisland and 5th Corpswasto
attack overthe River Senio.

April 5th dawned fine and clearby the banksof the Rver with the ground hard underfoot and a cloudless
sky, it wasideal weatherforthe Air Force to begin the processominously known as"softening up". The
morming passed in comparative peace at each HQ, where telephonesrang incessantly and on the River
bank it wasunusually quiet

At 1300 hrs. the first rumblingsof the attack began with the medium and heavy bomberspassed overhead
on theirway to drop fragmentation bombsin the form of a carpet in the enemy rearareas.

Some 10 minuteslater the first "Cabrank" appeared; Sitfirescircling high up in the sky ready to pounce on
targetschosen by the ground forces.

At 1520 hrsthe overture began in eamest, first gunsthen mortars, then air, then gunsagain, then both,
there wasno mistaking thisthe prelude of the assault. The bombardment wasplanned and carried outin 5
phases, each phase opened with an intense gun attack, employing every gun, including Recce 75 mm.
SP'sand allmortarson the Corpsfront, thiswasfollowed by a 10 minute period in which the gunsetc. were
slent and the fighterbombersstrafed the River bankswith cannon. Next the aircraft switched to the areas
behind the river and attacked with bombswhilst gunsand mortarsalso lifted from the flood banksand laid
down concentrationsbeyond it.

Thiscycle of destruction revolved five timesbetween 1520 and 1920 hrsthe time planned forthe ground
assault thistime to be known as"F'.

The artillery and mortarbombardment ended at 1920 hrs. precisely, the fighterbomberscame down and
strafed, but thiswasa feint and asthe aircraft swooped Wasp and Crocodile flamethrowersall along the
riverbank opened theirjetsand the enemy postswere subjected to intense saturation of flame on an
unprecedented scale, thiswasthe climax of the "preparation™.

At "H"hourthe fog of warlay thickly overthe front and conflicting newsconfounded effortsto paint a
military picture on talc with chinagraph.

By 2115 hrshowever, it wasclearthat substantial bridgeheadshad been gained in the initial assault and
progresson the whole front ssemed to be good. During the night and allnext day the New Zealanderson
the left and the Indianson the right continued to make steady progressand by dawn of the 11th April they
were approaching the sescond majorobstacle in the way of the advance -the River Santerno, but by
nightfallthe same day thisriverhad been crossed and each of the leading Divisonshad a foot-hold on
the farbank and the work of our Divison wasabout to begin.
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In orderthat the readercan be more in the picture it isadvisable to describe that forthisparticular
offensive that in addition to the normal 3 Brigades (11th, 36th and 38th) we had the Kensington, REs, RASC
RAMC, RAOC and the 2nd Arm'd Bgde. plusa considerable amount of Artillery, Tanks, Rail Tanks,
Kangaroos, Crocodiles, and REAssault Sgdn. and we must not forget "A" Hight 654 Air OP who were our
contact with the Air Umbrella.

12th April 1400 hrswe received ordersto move and 36 Bgde and one Sgdn moved with tanksto crossand
extend the "Indians’Brigehead overthe Santerno. 38Bgde were told to move acrosswith itsRecce Sgdn to
face north and the remainderof Recce wasto operate in conformity with any advance of the 38th Bgde
but on the East side of the river. Eventsthen moved quickly and the Recce Sgdn. with the 36 Bdge.
togetherwith tankswere given the job of capturing a group of housesknown aslre Casa, 1000 yards
beyond the most forward infantryof the Indian Div. Once they reached thisobjective they were to push on
towardsthe vilage of Conselice, but thisvillage proved to be a tough nut and subsequently had to be
taken by infantry

36th Bgde. Commanderordered Recce to passthrough the positionsof the Argyle and Sutherlandersand
exploit up to the River Sllaro on the whole of the Brigade front, furtherto the left Recce fanned out during
the day to close with the enemy all along the front line of the Sllaro. Contact wasmade in the area of the
riverwhere enemy infantry established in welldug-in positionsand a great number of mineswere
encountered

"Band C"Sgdns. were ordered to establish defensive postionsto coverthisriver flank during the afternoon
and shortly "A" Sgdn. reverted to command from Bgde.

By the 18th April Recce had passed Cotignola, Lugo, San Agata, Massa Lombarda, San Patrizio, Conselice
and had reached Lavezzola and meanwhile away to the left the5th Army'soffensive wasjust beginning
and Bologna wasalmost in sight.

Now the focal point of interest wasthe narrow strip of land known asthe Argenta Gap. Away to the left
stretched the Northern part of Lake Commacchio and to the SW a further stretch of flooded waste land
almost to Bologna. The stretch of land remaining between was2to 3 mileswide and 4 milesin depth;a
narrow funnelbetween the marshes. Careful thought had been put into fortifying thissection - mineswere
laid thickly and in depth, housesfortified, bridgesready fordemolition, extensive network of trenchesand
wire linked togetherthe dykes, canalsand ditchesmaking a corrugated passageway incapable of being
rushed by tanksorinfantry.

The CorpsCommandertherefore decided that part of the 78th Div. should be moved via a bridge in the
56th Div. area and the 15/16th saw a lot of activity movement wise and asresult the 11th Bgde had a rapid
advance only lightly opposed, but extensive minefieldshad been encountered. On reaching the outskirts
of Argenta enemy resistance became firm and a full scale assault wasrequired.

Asa result of the heavy fighting by the Lancashire Fusiliersassisted by the East Surreysand the N'Hants
togetherwith tanksof the Bays, they managed to get into the outskitsof Argenta and assisted by the
Crocodile Hamethrowersof the 51st RTmanaged to clearthe town. Subsequently the enemy putin a
counter attack which wasbeaten off. The enemy retreated northwards.

Both the 11 Bgde and the 38th Bgde were very tired and at thistime the Commandosarrived and were
put to work. One solid pocket of resistance of the enemy washolding out in San Antonio and although
they were surrounded on three sidesthey fought on. In orderto clearthisblockage from Route 16, which
wasto be the main line of communication forthe whole corps, lateron Recce wasplaced under
command of the 36th Bgde and wasordered to passthrough Argenta and clearenemy from San Antonio
which wasnow on the Brigade'sleft flank.

Unfortunately, the move proved hopelessasthe Regt. wasunable to make any progressastride the road

by reason of the demolitionsand impossible going for vehicles, laterthe task of coordinating the
clearance of the enemy pocket south of Bocoleone wasgiven to the Irish Bgde. (38th) and involved much
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detailed consideration. Almost everybody in the neighbourhood became involved, N'Hants, RWK,
Inniskillings, Recce and 2nd Commando Bgde altogethera thorough hotchpotch.

In the space of 60 hrs, by operationsinvolving every Battalion and Arm'd Regt. of the Div. on ground of the
enemy'schoosing, with the invaluable support of the Air Force, the 29th Panzer-Gren. Div. together with
elementsof the 26th Panzer, 98th Infantry and 362 Infantry had been driven from their positionsand thrown
backinto the plain before the River Po. Our Div. wasnot out in the open and the 6th Arm'd Div. wasabout
to strike out to the West; the Argenta Gap wasbroken and the enemy lay straggled out along the
Southern bank of the Po vulnerable at a hundred points.

The Po diVolano islarge river not comparable with the Po itself but stilla majorobstacle some 5 milesshort
of the main river

During the night 18/19th April general activity continued overthe whole front and on the extreme right the
Royal Irish Fusiiersmoved forward on the East side of the railway, thismove secured forthe Div. a firm flank
beyond the railway. Furtherto the West the London Irish patrolled forward of the railway and reached the
twin canalsjust West of Portomaggiore. Between the London Irish and the RIFs"B' Sgdn. with some
Shermansof the 4th Hussarshad a confused struggle to crossthe two canalsin the vilage of
Portomaggiore itself. The crux of the situation wasan enemy strong point at Croatia, just North of and
overlooking the town which washolding out with such obstinacy that no progresswaspossble beyond the
second canaland the Sgdn. wasconfined to the difficult rubble strewn area of the

town’swestern outskirts.

In the 36th Bgde sectorallround advanceshad been made ovemight, Recce, less"B' Sgdn. wasstill under
command and had passed through the Argylesonly a short time behind the Buffs. "A" Sgdn. patrolled
westwardsduring the early hourstowards Po Morto di Primaro and the Fosso Molino. These patrolsmet firm
enemy resistance on a line approximately two mileseast of the canalsbut asthe main line of the Div's
advance wason the west side they were not a direct menace to them.

Meanwhile "B" Sgdn. assisted by the LIRmaderepeated attemptsto cleara way through Portomaggiore
but these were of no avail, howeverother movementswere afoot in the Div. area. A sticky situation
developed despite the assistance of one company of the N'hants, thiswasall due to the enemy having
two SPgunsin Croatia with plenty of ammunition and enough men in the general area of the town.
Furthermoveswere made in otherareasand finally Recce together with the qth Hussarstanksand the
N’hantsfinally succeeded in clearing Croatia and so removed the constricting pressure from the right flank
and at last we had Portomaggiore.

The Americanspublished a book on the PO valley campaign called "HNITO"and Recce wasmentioned as
follows"The 2nd Battn. LIRwith unitsof the 56th Regt. drove the Germansfrom Portomaggiore after street
to street fighting”

Later Recce (less"B'Sgdn. operation on the right flank of the Arm'd Bgde. advanced during the afternoon
to occupy the generalline of Condito Belriguardo from Voghenza northwardsto just short of Quartesana.
Imany minesdemolitionsand pocketsof resistance were eliminated, Voghenza wasseized and 19
prisonerstaken. 5th N'hantsmoved up behind Recce and took overthe town and Recce passed to under
command of IBgde. who had taken up the lead through the 2nd Arm'd Bgde. bridgehead, laterin the
day the LFswere directed through the Recce positionsto try and deal with some enemy resistance.

About thistime "C" Sqdn. were given the task of fanning out inland and Lt. Yateswho the previousevening
had been warned to be in Naplesin 3daysvolunteered to go out on patrol with histroop the next
moring instead of the Troop of Lt. Croucherwho had been in front of the advance forthe previous3
days. It waslaterthat morning that the information wasreceived that Lt. Yateshad been seriously
wounded whilst sitting on the turret of hisarmoured caradjacentto a farmhouse. He wasbrought back
and immediately attended by Doc. West and it wasmost unfortunate that hiswoundsproved to be
seriousenough that aftersome 2 hoursinformation wasreceived that he had died.

Meanwhile the remainder of Lt. Yates Troop wasstill out of contact and asthe afternoon progressed
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information wasreceived that the 6th Arm'd were to passthrough the positionsthat evening and strike
towardsFerrara. In an effort to contact Lt. Yates men Lt. Croucherplusa pilion passengerfrom hisown
Troop went out on a motorcycle and having progressed along the route taken by the other Troop they
themselvescame under attillery fire. Having dived down the steep embankment from the raised road,
both were dlightly wounded but assoon asthe firing ceased recovered the motorcycle and returned to
the Sgdn. HQ and later Lt. Yates Troop also returned.

6th Arm'd having commenced theirattack providing all with a magnificent display of "fireworks" with many
farmsand othertypesof fireslighting the sky for milesaround

From the time at which the 2nd Arm'd Bgde and the 36th Bgde had broken out from the Argenta Gap
position untilthe 11th Bgde reached and crossed the Po di Volano wasjust a period of 3 days. In thistime
the enemy had been relentlessly hustled along every inch of hismany routesof withdrawal. In the minds of
the enemy commandersthere must have been rising panic asthe whole of the force wasbeing
compressed against the South Bank of the River Po.

April 23rd saw the 11th Bgde. moving acrossthe Po di Volano and by evening the Recce with the LFswere
trying to make progressinto the area of the bulge to the West of it and further attackswere made by
elementsof the Irish Bgde in the direction of the main River Po.

Around thistime the Div. Commander made plansforthe Div.to move acrossthe Po and chose the 36th
Bgde.to lead but these planswere suddenly cancelled.

The landscape wasablaze with burning housesand vehiclesand farther North the RAP were dropping
flaresand bombing the roadsand railwaysbeyond the Rver Po. Asdawn approached on the moming of
the 25th Aprilit became evident that organised defence wasat an end and the Irish Bgde. entered Zocca
Ruina to find an incredible scene of devastation.

Packed in the fields, queued up in lanes, cast in ditches, in farmyards, everywhere even in the river itself
lay the remainsof transport and equipment of the 76th Panzer Corps

Recce Sgdns. were then given the job of overlooking the Rverand each Sgdn wasallocated the area
then covered by the variousBrigades.

So finally April 25th wasthe day the Divison disengaged afterthree weeksnon-stop mobile battlessimilar
in many respectsto that of Scily asthe Div Commander Maj. Gen. Arbuthnott had adopted the
continuouspressure system against the enemy by passing one Bgdethrough anotherand seldom did the
leading Bgde. stay in

that postion for more than 24 hourswhen a fresh Bgde tookitsplace.

The official casualtiesfiguresforthe period 9/25th April 1945 were asfollows:-

TotalsKilled. Wounded and Missing
11 Bgde. - 207

36 Bgde. - 191

38 Bgde. - 399

Kensingtons- 1

Provo. - 1

Div.HQ -5

RA- 29

RE- 7

Sgs.- 6

Recce- 24 (7 kiled and 17 wounded)
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No smallpart wasplayed by the Div'swhich fought alongside us (the 78th) and we were proud to have
such good friendsasthe 2nd Arm'd Bgde, 6th Arm'd Div, New Zealanders, 8th Indian Div, and the 56th Div
from which we originated. In addition we must never forget the PBl of ourown Div. who put up such
magnificent display during the last offensive and indeed all those that preceded it since North Africa. Due
to the division being "squeezed out"the action forthe time being had more orlessfinished afteralmost
21/2 years, during which time the Regiment had gained the following decorations

DO -2;DCM -2; MC —13; MM —-28; MBE—-1; BEM —1;
American Siver Sar- 1; American Bronze Sar - 1

Mentioned in Dispatches- 43
Grand Total - 92

In addition to the above decorationsthe GOC of the Division had made an award named the 78th Div.
"Mark of Esteem" and several of these were given to membersof the Recce.

Finally to ourintense delight surrender of allthe enemy forcesin ltaly took place on 2nd May, and on 3rd
May, the Division began to move North fora taskthat would become alltoo familiarie the taking over of
surrendered enemy personnel. The route North wasvia Ferrara, Robigo, Monselice, Padova, Mestre,
Conegliano and S Quirino and Aviano wasnot reached untilthe early hoursof the 4th May and before
thisday wasout Sgdns. were sending out patrolsto the neighborough to round up scattered enemy
troopsand equipment.

5th May saw the Regiment moving NEto coverthe entrance to the North between Aviano and Medina.
On the 6th May due to the fact that an isolated group of approximately 2000 German troopswas
successfully contesting the northern advance of the 6th Arm'd Div. through the Gemona Gap (NW of
Udine) the Regt. wascommitted to outflank thisgroup by moving North through the mountainsvia
Meduno, Tremonti, Ampezze, Villa, Ovaro, Coneglana, Tolmezzo, Paluzzo and North overthe Austrian
frontier Passof Monte Croce.

Austria

The frontierwascrossed on the evening of the 7th May - THEDAY BEFORE ALL EURO PEAN HO STILITIES
CEASED, and the advanced elementsof the Regt. had the honour of being the first unitsof the 8th Army
to enter Austria.

"A"&dn. lateraccepted the surrender of a seriesof SSunits; a daunting task in view of the size of those
forcesbut everything went off all right.

Laterthe Regt had the task of rounding up allthe Cossackswho had been on the German side and later
had the job of supervising the return of them underthe conditionsset down at Yalta.

These people presented an amazing sight and wasmade up of men,women, children, baggage, horses,
carts,cowsand even camels.

July 6th wasdesignated asthe Div CommandersCeremonial Victory Parade at Sittal in the Drau Valley
and the whole of the Division wasformed up in line and the Army Commandertookthe salute and
afterwardshe rode down the line. Later he took hisplace on the saluting base and after 2 minutessilence,
when the lament wasplayed in memory of the fallen, the whole Divison marched past in columns of
companiesorthe equivalent, Saff Officers, C.0'Sand Adjutantswere all mounted, following the staff
came the Recce cars, followed by the Gunnersand the Anti-tank Regt with their SP'sand the Engineers
being represented by their Scout carsand afterthe mobile unitscame the remainder of the Division on
foot.
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It wasexciting watching these veteransswing past to their Regimental Marchesplayed by the band of the
4th Hussarswith the pipesand drumsof the Irish Bgde and the Argyle & Sutherland Highlanders, one could
hardly believe that these were the same unitsthat 5 monthsbefore had been living in the mud and snow
of the Appenines.

Variousother dutiesthen befellthe Regiment, men gtill going off on LIAP on the overland route in 3
Tonners, some men were assigned to campslooking afterthe thousandsof displaced persons, some
officershaving Town Majorsjobs

Latera Garrison wasestablished in Vienna being based at Meidling Barracksbut we first of all had to
congregate at Judenberg, which wasthen the start of the Russian Zone. It meant that we had to stay in
that area fora few daysuntil such time aspermission forthe whole convoy of Recce Infantry and Artillery
wasgiven.

Assoon asthe OKwasgiven we were on our way through the Russian Zone and we then had to get used
to the continual salutesfrom their side asthey assumed that because we were riding we were Officers!

So again we had another first, thistime the First Recce unit enter Vienna aswellasbeing amongst the Frst
British Troopsthere; with usin the town were an Infantry unit and a Battery of Artillery, the Infantry unit being
responsible forguard dutiesat the Schonnbrun Palace.We had otherdutiesamongst which wasthe
guarding of UNRA food suppliesarriving at the old Arsenal. Another duty wasto try to maintain law and
orderon the dayswhen the Russianshad their Vodka issue but we could only enforce thisin the British
Zone of the City. The City wasdivided into several sectors, International, French, Russian and British. Russian
troopswould wanderaround and if they took a liking to a wristwatch which a civiian waswearing they
would smply insist that it be given to them despite the fact that they may already have several on their
wrist

The City had been stripped of everything of value had allbeen shipped back to Russa aspart of their
reparationsto enable them to get going again, but despite thiswe enjoyed being able to just ride on a
tram and enjoy some of the beauty of that famousold town

Jusdt like all other unitswe then settled down to the fact that gradually we were to be de-mobbed and it
wasat thistime that Recce wasdisbanded, some men who ¢till had some time to do were sent to the 4th
Hussarsand went overto Palestine and those of usleft had to change our Cap badge to those of the
North Irish Horse, but we still retained our Armoured Carsetc. but we could not forget that despite this
change we gtillthought of ourselvesas RECCE

Some of usstayed in Austria in the area of Wolfsberg untilwe were de-mobbed whilst otherswent lateron
with the NIH to end their service in Germany.

We were justifiably proud of serving in the "56th" and additionally of being part of the 78th (Battleaxe)
Division "possibly the finest spirited and most widely tested of Britain'sInfantry formations', Comradeship
throughout the Division wasvery strong, so much so that the 78th Div Battleaxe Club started just afterthe
war still exists (1988).

To end the story of the 56th Recce it isonly fitting that the last paragraph of the Divisional History Book
"Algiersto Austria"be quoted asfollows:

The tale isnow told, the Battleaxe laid asde and those who survived the yearsof campaigning are
dispersed and scattered. No one who wasevera memberof that happy band can failto look back with
a certain nostalgia to the comradeship and friendship of the battlefieldsand billetson the long road from
Algiersto Austria"

23



- Infantry Recce Corps
o The Daimler Fghting Vehicles Project —Part D7h
www.daimler-fighting-vehicles.co.uk

FAUGH & BALLAGH

The Colonel (Kendal G FChavasse DSO) | know would to record several thingswhich happened when he
waspromoted to anotherjob afterourmove out of the mountainsin March 1945.

1) He wasgiven a magnificent dinner by the Officers

2) He waspresented, by the Officers, with a Siver Hunting

Horn, inscribed "GONE AWAY".

3) Asa result of a subscription by all Rankshe purchased a "Superb set of Saddlesand Bridles" which he
used regularly after hisretirement from the Army in 1947.

In addition he hasotherremindersof Recce times:

a) A Trumpet "acquired" from Ordnance by Johnny Pack.

b) The Green and Yellow Pennant flown at RHQ which wasalso flown on hisRecce car"Faugh & Ballagh"
when he escorted HM The King (George VI) during hisvisit to the 78th Div on the 17th June 1943 at the end
of the North African Campaign, and afterwardsin Scily and ltaly. One brassplate hasan inscription: "This
frame waspresented tolt. Col. KG FChavasse from the balance of a subscription from all ranks of 56
Reconnaissance Regt on hishanding overcommand on 7th March 1945".

Hiscommentsasfollows: "ITwasdeeply touched by thishighly illegal and highly
iregular subscription from ALL RANKSand have neverheard of such a thing
happening before in the British Army"

These are some of the placeswhich the Regiment “visited” and left itsmark.
NORTH AFRICA
MEDJEZ EL BAB

TEBO URBA

EL AROUSA
RECCERIDGE
GOUBELLATPLAIN
TALLY HO CORNER
DOC DUBED VALLEY
"THE DJEBELS'
KASSERINE PASS
SCILY

CENTURIPE
MOUNTEINA
ADRANO

BRONTE

RANDAZZO X ROADS
TALY

FOGGIA
SERRICAPRIOLA
TERMOLU
MONTECILFONE
VASIO

RIVER SANG RO
CAPRACOTIA

SAN PIETRO
AGNONE

LAKE TRASMENO
CASIELIONEDELAGO
CORTONA
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RETURN TO ITALY
CASITEL DELRIO
ACQUA SALATA
SPINELLO

RIVER SENIO

RIVER SLLARO
ARGENTA

PORTO MAGG IORRE
RIVER PO

AUSIRIA

ARNBACH

SLLIAN
MONTECROCEPASS
VIENNA

WOLFSBERG
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This History hasbeen produced with the help of the following: - The 78th Div. History "Algiersto Austria”, The
Recce Book "ThisBand of Brothers'". The publication detailing "The Final Offensive in ltaly of the 78th Div."
"HNITO" the American publication of the last offensive in ltaly, togetherwith personal memoriesof Col.
Chavasse DSO and othersof the Regiment plusthe "Short History of the Regiment”, produced by the "I

Section.

Investigations of the recordsof the Regimentscasualtiesshowsthat we have comradesburied in 24

cemeteriesin 5 countriesmade up asfollows:

UK-2

North Africa — 6
Scily -2

ltaly- 13

Austria —1

Unfortunately due to the time lapse it isnot possble to ascertain the exact number of casualtieswhich the

Regiment sustained
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